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The Town of Dukedom

Dukedomhasmoreto offer for alittle town, andis morecompletethanmostany otherlittle

town in miles and miles. It has 'grocery stores, service stations, a barber shop, a restaurant, a
South Central Bell telephone exchange, a U.S. post office with two rural carriers, a drug store, a
modern funeral home, a large feed mill, an old established bank (1904), and six nearby churches
inc 'churches are the Old Bethel Primitive Church (1824), Knob Creek Church of Christ (1834),
DukedomMethodistChurch(1840)Oak Grove Churchof Christ, GoodSpringsPresbyterian.
(probablybe-fore1880)andPleasan¥iew MissionaryBaptistChurch.

Location

WhenaskedwhetherDukedomwasin Kentuckyor Tennessedhe folks arepleasedo answer

"both,"” meaning that it is the only "Dukedom" in the United States. Local historian, R. L.
McNatt, hasa postcardwritten from the battlefieldsof EuropeduringWorld War |. addressetb
"Dukedom, U.S.A." which arrived safely. The town is officially listed as Dukedom, Tennessee
with the post office being Tennessee. however the South Central Bell telephone exchange is in
Kentuckywith the addres$®eingDukedom Ky. Thetown is criss-crossethy two highways,

Ky. #129. and Tenn. #118. Also extending east on the stateline for about 1/3 mile is Ky. #94 dee
end.OnceDukedomwason TemporaryKy. #94 extendingfrom Murray. Ky. to Fulton,Ky.
Dukedom has excellent location being 9 miles east of Fulton. 20 miles south of Mayfield, the
countyseatof GravesCounty,Ky., 15 miles north of Dresdenthe countyseatof Weakley

County, Tenn.,and27 miles southeasof Murray.

Excellent paved roads extend in all directions from Dukedom with the road to Dresden having a
24 foot riding surfacet h at rivals interstatequality.



Schools

Thetownis equallylocatedbetweerntwo greatuniversities Murray StateUniversity,27 miles
northeasandthe University of Tennesse&5 miles southwestElementaryandhigh school
studentsattendpublic schoolsat DresderHigh School,WeakleyCounty, Tenn.,or CubaHigh
School,GravesCounty,Ky., on excellentbusesThe WestviewHigh Schoolbusof Martin stops
within 1?milesandthe SouthFultonHigh Schoolbusof Obion Countystopswithin41/2miles
onthestateline Somestudentdrom the areaattendthesefine schools.

Occupations

The principal occupation of the area is farming, the land being very suitable to the growing of
corn, tobacco, beans and small grain. Many of the farms produce excellent hogs and cattle. Alsc
Grade A and Grade C milk is produced. A large number of the people commute to public work.
More and more people are be-ginning to seek small farms and homes out of the cities and are
coming into this area to live.

Recreation

ReelfootLakeis only about50 milesaway.lt is only about40 milesto Edgnerg-erryon
KentuckyLake by Murray, andaboutthe sameto ParisLandingby DresdenFishingandduck

hunting there is excellent. The country-side abounds in squirrel, quail. rabbit, coon, and deer. Gc¢
links arelocatedin Fulton,Mayfield andSharononly about30 minutesaway.Murray Stateand

UTM both supportnationallyrankedfootball andbasketbalteams notto mentionthe excellent

play by thelocal high schools.



History

Dukedom,U.S.A.is oneof the oldestcommunitiesn WestKentuckyor WestTennesse€elhe
little crossroadunincorporatéoncecorporated}ptatelinetown cameinto its ownin thelate
1820'sor early 1830's.Probablytherewerepeoplethereasearlyas1811.1t is saidthetown
startedwith the saleof onegallonof whiskey.It seemghatDuke A. Beadleshadopenedlittle
shackandhis first salewasonegallonof whiskey.Thefirst postoffice wasopenedon July 30.
1833 with Duke Beadles as its first postmaster. In need for a name, he gave it his own
"Dukedom."Thetown aswell asboth countiesarenow dry.

One of the earliest settlers was William C. Roberts who settled on a little knoll 3/4 mile west of
Dukedom on the Tennessee side of the stateline in 1828. Nearest neighbors were Richard Ston
about three miles east, who came in 1820, and the Clarks, about one mile southwest who were
already here. Other Roberts' families, six in all, followed as well as the Beadles, the Cashions, tr
Winsteadsandothers.In anold minutebook of the Old BethelPrimitive BaptistChurch(Graves
County,Ky.) foundedin 1824,the namesof IsaacTaylor, MosesAustin, FredrickFarmer,.

David Freals the Scotts the Willinghams,the Gentrys the Dunnsandothersarementionedas

some of the 29 charter members.

WeakleyCounty, Tennessewasformedin 1823from the Twelfth and ThirteenthSurveyors
Districts of the WesternPurchase f Tennesseel he countywasalmostcompletelysquareand

it wasin lateryearsthata portionin the northwestcornerwasgivent a Obion County.The
southboundarywaschangedvith the south-westergornerbeinggivento GibsonCountyand
receiving an addition in the southeastern corner from Carroll County. Colton's map of 1859 still
showsthe countyasbeingsquarewith only threetownsshown.Dukedom,Dresderand
WinstonSprings(nearpreseniGreenfield).Therewereothertownsthenbut not shownon this

map.

They called it the "Western District” back then, and it actually included four counties of
Kentucky.Todaywe cal it WestTennessegndanyway you look atit, it wasarealbargain.

The Western District was purchased from the Chicksaw Indians, ac-cording to a document of th
time, at"the treatyat Doak's,in 1818.by GenerallacksorandGovernorShelby. . . . the price of

the whole territory (including Kentucky's Graves, Calloway, Hickman, and McCracken counties)
and 14 counties and three half counties in Tennessee, was $300.000, payable in 15 annual
installments.

Thesettlemenbf the District beganabout1819.GravesCounty,Ky., wasorganizedn 1823out
of partof HickmanCounty.Hickmanwasformedfrom ChristianCountyin 1818.Beforethen
the areawasthe happyhuntinggroundsof the Indians,who werefriendly to the settlers.

Most of the Kentucky area north of Dukedom was barren, being covered by scrub blackjack anc
sagebrush.At Pilto Oak,Ky., just3 milesnorth,stood3 tall oaktreeswhichwereusedasa
guidestationandcampby the Indiansasthey movedfrom the eastto the westandback,hence

the name.



The 1859Colton'smapshowstwo Kentuckytownstouchingthe county, Pontotoc(now

Fulton) at the northwestcornerandBoydsville at the northeastorner.Also shown,two

stagecoach roads, Dresden through Dukedom, to Feliciana and on by Moscow to Columbus.
Kentucky, and Nashville to the Tennessee River and on to Dresden, Jacksonville, Totten's Well
endingat Mills Point(Hickman.Kentucky).Thewholeareais rich in history,in fact Andrew

Jackson owned land in the northwest corner, Weakley County, as well as David Crocket living o
the ObionRiver. Old ChanceryCourtrecordsin Henry Countytell lots aboutthe area.Dukedom
wasinvolvedin the Civil War historywith Forreststop-pinghereto go backto finish destroying

parts of Paducah. Also, there was the Battle of Lockridge's Mill as well as several other
skirmishes.

In earlydaysof thetown, thereweretwo hotels,aflour mill. acottongin, atannerytwo

saloonsa photographerhlacksmithshop,a hugeflour mill, two barbershipsshoeshop,tobacco
prizing barns, two toll distilleries, three undertaking establishments, four or five groceries, two or
threedrygoodsstoresoneof the very first telephoneexchangesa drug storeor two, atown

brass band, a post office, a Farmers Grange, an Agricultural Wheel, a Masonic Lodge, A
Woodman of the World camp. an Oddfellow Lodge, a local semi-pro baseball team, five or six
doctors,oneor two dentistsaracetrack,andthe DukedomAcademy(whereavery early

prominent physician, Dr. P. A, Cashion, was educated). There were six churches, two being
located in town.

Many of the peopleof Fulton,Ky., Martin, Tenn.(thenFrost),andMayfield, Ky., cantrace
their earlyancestorybackto the early settlersaroundDukedom.DukedomfurnishedMartin its
first postmasterthe ex-postmasteof Dukedom Mr. A. L. Clemmons Thekin of the 6 early
pioneerRobertsfamily thatcamein 1828aremanyandresidein thethreetowns.Oftendueto
the migration, Dukedom has been referred to as the mother of Fulton.

Trade Potential

A vast trade area extending some 20 miles east of Fulton with a band five miles on each side of
the state line reside some 8500 people. This area includes the edges of Water Valley. Ky.,
Kingston community, edges of Wingo. Ky., edges at Sedalia, Ky. community, Cuba, Ky., Fair
Banks,Ky.. Boydsville.Ky., Austin Springs,Tenn..BeunaVistacommunity.Palmersvrlle,
Latham,Tenn.,ChestnuGlade,Tenn.,andRuthville, Tenn.Most of theareais fairly level andis

of rich soil. Within this area would be an ideal location for industry. The area has plenty of native
labor, is strategically located, is served electrically by R.E.A. of Kentucky and T.V.A. of
Tennessee through low rates, and is near 4 major Texas Gas trunk lines within 5 miles of the
town and have good roads, good schools, plenty of recreation, and excellent climate. The moral
and cultural life of Dukedom is deeply rooted in long established, well attended churches. The
climate is ideal, with an average mean temperature of 59.6 degrees; average precipitation 41.70
inches annually; average humidity is 65%. Extremes are not too frequent. The climate is rather
mild with about200frost free days.This areais only 9 milesfrom KentuckyParkway

connecting to Louisville and Lexington. With the completion of 124 joining Parkway at Kentucky



Dam, the area will be in easy access of St. Louis and Nashville. With the bi-laneing of 51 from
Memphisto Fulton,andthe completionof the MississippiRiver bridgeat Dyersburg by 155.

St. Louiswould alsobein easyreachby this route.Also this areahasthefinestpeoplein the

world, and plenty of room to expand and go.

Airway Proposed

Prominentlyandrecentlysuggestedy First District StateSenatoiCarroll Hubbardof Mayfield
andRepresentativearry Batesof Martin wasthefact thatefforts shouldbe madeto securea
commercial airport for the southernmost counties of the Jackson Purchase, straddling the
statelinein both GravesCountyandWeakleyCounty.This would benefitFulton, Clinton,

Mayfield, Murray, Paris, Tiptonville, Greenfield DresderandMartin. Ueographicaliysucha
locationwould bevery nearDukedom.Costof sucha project:would notonly be paidby the
FederalGovernmentbut alsoby KentuckyandTennesseel his airportcould be similar to the
Clarksville-Hopkinsvillethatextendsnto bothstatesSuchanair-portwould be centrally

located, and would definitely benefit area efforts to acquire new industries because this is one
consideratiorthatany prospectivendustrydesiresThe nearestommercialir-portspresently
serving the nine county area of far western Tennessee and Kentucky are at Jackson, Tenn., an
eight miles west of Paducah, Ky. It could be argued that this area is too close to both Jackson &
Paducah, then definitely could be argued that the Owensboro airport is too close to Evansville.
Ind., and the Hopkinsvile-Clarksville airport is too close to the commercial air-ports at Bowling
Green and Nashville.

Needs

Thereis a definite needthatthe statelineroad,Ky. #118berepairedandimproved.lt is oneof

the heavier traveled roads that lead into Fulton, serving traffic from Dresden, Paris, and Murray.
Improving and widening the road to a 24 foot riding surface would open many avenues to the
trade potential of the area. It definitely would be profitabl in luring much needed trade to Fulton
andtax dollarsto Kentucky.

A dream thought would be the rebuilding of the road east of Dukedom to Boydsville, Ky., where
several section of a paved stateline road already exists, connecting on to Kentucky Lake, a
distanceof 25-30miles. Betteryet, a superroadall the way from the MississippiRiver to

Kentucky Lake along the stateline through Jordan, Fulton, Dukedom, Boydsville, to be called the
avenue of America" because it would touch 3 states, and seven counties.

Beautiful, wooded, rugged, hill country is only 4-7 miles east of Dukedom abounding in deer and
wild game and comparable in bealuty to the area around Nashville and Middle Kentucky. The
area is barely assessable by automobile as the stateline is more or less impassable after about
three miles, but those that have traveled the stateline to Boydsville a few years ago really
appreciatedts beauty KentuckyLake.nor anyotherareaaroundwould haveany morebeautiful

sites for homes if this road was restored. It would be very suitable for lakes, and fine homes anc
would bein easyaccesdo Fulton,only aboutl5 milesawaywhichis no distanceor city

dwellers.



