
 
 
“But How Do I Know That? Cite Your Sources!” 
Gay E. Carter 
 
Does documentation sound about as much fun as going to the dentist? Have you 
been happily collecting family information and now don’t know where it all came 
from? Don’t panic! Find out how to work with what you have, how to make citing 
your sources a natural part of your research habits (and why you should), and 
how to find a citation style that works for you. Gay Carter will use examples from 
a variety of works to illustrate the “dos” and “don’ts” of documentation. She’ll also 
include tips from the experts, showing you how to adapt the ideal to the practical. 
 
Gay E. Carter is the Reference/Documents Librarian at the Alfred R. Neumann 
Library, University of Houston–Clear Lake. A graduate of Texas Woman's 
University, she has been with the university since it “opened its doors” in 1974, 
and holds a Master of Library Science degree.  A government documents 
librarian since 1980, she supervises the Neumann Library's U.S. federal 
depository and Texas state depository collections.  She is active in the 
Government Documents Round Table of the Texas Library Association, serving 
as chair-elect in 1990-91 and as chair in 1991-92. 
 
Engaged in genealogical research for over 25 years, she is a member of several 
genealogical organizations and is an alum of the Samford University Institute of 
Genealogy and Historical Research (IGHR). A popular speaker at Houston area 
genealogical societies, she was invited to speak at the Federal Depository 
Library Conference in Spring 2001 and Fall 2002, the 2004 Federation of 
Genealogical Societies Conference in Austin, Texas, and was a lecturer in 
Course 5 (Advanced Library Research: Law Libraries and Government 
Documents) at the 2005 IGHR. Her article on using university libraries for 
genealogical research appeared in the December 2004 National Genealogical 
Society NewsMagazine. 


