Keys To The Present

Newsletter of the Genealogical Society of Kendall County, Inc.

GSKC To Hear Key to Land Grants

Researching land granted in
most states after the Colonial
period, is relatively simple, as
the land was granted to the first
owners, by either the state or
the federal government. The
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categories of grants, the hea
right classes, and the man
different kinds of loans and

scripts offered by Texas; as

well as to ask questions abou
online research possibilities.

D
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Boerne, Texas

land was given to any person
wishing to settle on the land
who made application, and paid
a fee; or to veterans of various
wars as a reward for service.

Upcoming Events

Saturday, September 6

Researching land grants in GSKC Meeting
Texas is much more comple) a variety of associated materiDon Evans will preside over 10 am, BPL
as there are Spanish grants a als, these records make up th@e September GSKC meeting
Mexican grants as well as thos Spanish Collection, which con-i; the absence of President
made during the Republic ostitutes the primary source ofary Alice Dell.

Evans to Preside

Monday, September 8
Texas and after Texas joine documentation for land distri-

the United States. A staff men bution in Texas prior to 1836.In addition to the program on o

ber from the Texas Gener: GLO also houses records of th&exas land research, plans for Picnic (see Page 2)
Land Office will speak at the land available under the Repubthe fall will be discussed.

Sep 6 meeting of GSKC to hel lic of Texas through headright

members and guests understa and military land grants, After e Members of the 2008  Thursday, September 18
how to best search the Lanannexation by the United Stateb/0minating Committee being Computer Genies
Office Archives, according tcin 1845, Texas retained contropPpointed by President Dell 2 pm, BPL
Don Evans, program chairman of its public domain land, will be announced. Their re- '

The Texas General Land Offic Unlike other western states, angort and election of 2009 offi-

(GLO) is the repository of continued to distribute its land. cers will be held at the No-

original Spanish and Mexical Members will have an opportu-vember meeting.
land titles in Texas. Along with nity to learn about the different

Comfort Heritage Foundation

Inside this issue:
From the President 2

Cemetery Photo Project Underway Comfort HE Picric 2
GSKC'’s project to photographbut it will resume in the fall.”.
all the tombstones in theAnyone interested in participat
Boerne Cemetery got off to ang should contact Chairmal
good start this spring, accordErle Adrian for instructions ang
ing to Cathy Schwarz, who haglot assignment.  Pictured

Upcoming Events 3

Minutes of May Meeting 3

been posting the pictures to theight is Gwyn Adrian illustrat- Computer Genies 4
Kendall County website. “Ating one way to comfortabl
last count there were 1134ake a picture with the came

New Books 4

posted” reported Cathy.at the same level as the toml
“Summer heat and vacatiorstone.
time slowed down the project.,
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“Two Bits” from the President

.Summer vacations are over...at least ‘on its progress. There are still close to .

most folks although there are still a few « 3000 graves to be photographed, so if you Hannah Grenia Death

us who are dragging our feet about retui were not able to volunteer before, please )

ing home. Early fall has some attractiol consider doing so this fall. Contact Erle GSKC lost another member with the
that lure us to linger longer in other par Adrain and he will give you instructions Passing of Hannah Eliis Grenia, age 72,
of the US. about taking the pictures and assign aOh May 28, 2008. She was the daughter
cemetery section to photograph. It really of Reverend and Mrs. E. C. Eliis, a

A d this, H d 1 will be it ; . i
Salt Lake aLc:ity for ‘our bi-annual visi t'S ©3SY 10 do and will be appreciated by Methodist minister. Hannah had only

family members over all the country. been a member for a short time, but had

that treasure house of genealogical | o _ been supportive in donating funds for the
cords called the Family History Library If you are considering attending the Texas purchase of books about the Orphan

Every time | visit there | am again grate State Genealogical Society annual confer-T,ains for the Library even before join-
ful to the LDS for sharing this with all olence at Abilene this fall, | recommend ing GSKC. She was also an active

us. you make your hotel reservations Now. member of the George W. Kendall chap-

Meanwhile, “back at the ranch” we ar (5€€ StOLy eIsewEere) I dhave heard Tom(tjer of NSDAR.
leaving the September meeting in tl Jones, the speaker, and can recommen

i i i i . She taught elementary school, worked
capable hands of Don Evans. him. He will be discussing problem solv 9 Yy

ing, examining evidence and using nega-With scouting and girls clubs, volun-
As | write this we are enroute frontive evidence as well as how to trace com-téered her time with the Cancer and

Washington to SLC, so my news colleimon surnames. We look forward to see-Heart Funds, and was active in many
tion has been done at long distance. |iing GSKC receive recognition for some Federated Women's clqbs throughout the
trusting Don to cover anything | hav of its publications by members, as we Years. She loved animals and was a
overlooked at the meeting have entries in three areas this year. members of the national SPCA and ac-

. ; ) . ) . tively supported the National Equine

Don will be announcing the names of tf And while you are thinking of increasing Rrascyue Proiect

members of the 2008 Nominating Con your knowledge, be aware of two events ject

mittee which | will have appointed. in San Antonio this fall, the DRT seminar She was preceded in death by her hus-
encourage you to submit to any one featuring Lloyd Bockstruck in September band James D. Grenia, in 2003 and by
them, the names of the people you wol and the San Antonio Historical and Ge- her daughter, Cynthia, in 2007. She is
like to see as GSKC officers in 2009; ( nealogical Society seminar in November Survived by her son, James E. Grenia,
let them know if you want to be consic featuring Dick Eastman, editor of a gene- daughter-in law, Susan Grenia, and three
ered for an office. Don'’t be shy!. alogy blog. . grandchildren: Samantha, Sarah, and

. James of Boerne.
The Boerne Cemetery Photo project g We will back in late Sept and look for-

off to a good start this spring, but sunwarding to seeing you all at the October
mer’s heat and vacation have taken a t meeting.

GSKC Members Invited to Comfort Foundation Picnic

GSKC members are invited to join thawarded a Texas Historic Cemete)
Comfort Heritage Foundation members Marker. Approximately 60 people a
a picnic being held at their meeting, Mot tended the dedication of the plaque
day Sept 8 at 6 p.m. The picnic will k June 14.

held at the Brownsboro Churchyard ¢
River Bend Road next to the Brownsbo
Cemetery.

“Bring a chair, a friend, and a salad
side dish to go with the fried chicken th
is being furnished”, invited Ruth Kiel
President of the Foundation. Here is
opportunity to see the restored Brown
boro Cemetery, which was recent

If you need instructions to find the
Brownsboro Church, contact Ruth
sky133@hctc.net

At right is a picture of the new gate th
has been erected at the cemetery wh
was established in 1870. For names
known burials there, consult the list
the Kendall County GenWeb site. .
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Fall Genealogical Events Computer Genie Meeting

The DRT Library will present their The Texas State Genealogical Society The first fall meeting of the Computer
Eighth Family History Seminar on Sat- 2008 Conference will be October 24-24Genies will be held Thursday, September
urday, September 20, 2008 at the 2008 in Abilene at MCM Elegante 18 starting at 2 p.m. in the meeting room
Alamo Complex. Suites. . The conference speaker will beof the Boerne Public Library.,

"Bursting Through Brick Walls" and ;I_'horrllz(azs W. Jlon_es,l cSo-e_d:[or of thte II\Ia-

will be presented by Lloyd de Witt lonal senealogical Society Quar €Y. histories at the last meeting and decided
Bockstruck. The cost is $35.00 per per-SIOeCIaI hotel rates apply untl Septemb% begin them during the summer. Pro-
son. Seating is limited and pre- 5. gress on these histories will be reviewed
registration required. In addition to the awards banquet and at this meeting, according Irene Page,
Printable registration forms are avail- general meeting, there will be four ses- Computer Genie Chairman.

able online at www.drtl.org/ sions of genealogical lecturers. New web sites discovered by members
PublicProgram/Online_Reg_Form.pdf- For more information visit TSGS at and other computer genealogical data is
- www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txsgs/ exchanged at these meetings. Bring your
laptop and explore the Internet with fel-

low genealogists.

Members discussed writing their family

Minutes of the May 3, 2008 Meeting

The GSKC met at 10:00 A.M. Saturday, uted a total of 1468 hrs in 2006, 1428 have signed up to take the tombstone
May 3, 2008, at the Boerne Masonic hours in 2007, and 774 hours in the past hotographs. He mentioned that the
Lodge. President Mary Alice Dell openedmonths. Six new volunteers will be best photographs were obtained on an
the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiancérained at a volunteers’ training session orovercast day and in the morning.

to the United States Flag. One gue_st, May 9, py Journal Report: The 2007 Fall/2008
Selma Looney, was present. No minutesMary Alice Spring combined Edition of the journal

were written for the April 8 meeting as  Dell. Kevs to the Pastas available to mem
_ ol _ y: -
the Society visited the Comlfort Heritage gg iy bers to pick up at this meeting. Editor

EZIL:jndation and no business meeting Wag ommittee: Don Evans acknowledged the help of

(=) |'\!'J

Chairman r’ Mary Alice Dell and Christy Kestler in
Don Evans, acting Treasurer in the ab- Christy = _.' the journal preparation. Those not
sence of Terri James, reported $4,295.1Kestler an- 4 picked up at the meeting will be mailed.

in a checking account and$2,061.08 in theounced the seminar will be on February Evans also reported that GSKC had

savings account for a total of $6,356.25. 9, with speaker Dr. George Schweitzer. received a $1000 donation from the

COMMITTEE REPORTS She will begin calling people in August Hotel Occupancy tax last year for semi-

for more planning help. The response to ; T
; : C ; nar assistance and preservation; and he
Library Committee: Librarian Lucy Croft her question, as to the group’s preferencehad just completed ![Ohe application for

reported the Genealogy Library has 1804oy the location of the Friday night ban- 5500 funding for the historical preser-

books and that 93 came from the Freder i i i
guet was in a hall like the Masonic Lodge,,...: )
icksburg Genealogical Society which has.gther than a restaurant. vation.  He also asked members to sub

disbanded mit ideas for speakers and programs
_ ' _ Tombstone Photo Committee: Erle and to contribute articles for the fall
Library Volunteers: Chairman Jack Adrian, chairman of the group photo- 2008 edition of the Journal.

Charles announced that we currently havgaphing all of the tombstones in the
each month. He commended Edna Felpternet. He reported that 536 tombstone

was attending the meeting, as a library posted on the Kendall County Genweb
research volunteer. Volunteers contrib- sjte py Cathy Schwarz. Fifteen people (continued on page 4)

Computer Genies: Chairwoman Irene
Page reported that 21 attended the April
17 computer Genies workshop. She
announced that the next meeting would
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The Genealogical Society of Kendall Boerne Star Genealogy Column Wins Award
County Newdetter
Mary Alice Dell, President - madel35@gvtc.com The Family Historian, a monthly column published in therBeéStar, written by
Don Evans, Vice President Mary Alice Dell, was named the winner of the 2008 Exoelein Writing Award
Gwen Adrian, Recording Secretary for best newspaper column by the International Societyaofily History Writers
Alexis Markert, Corresponding Secretary and Editors, May 14 in Kansas City MO,. The award was anndwaidee an-
Terri James, Treasurer nual ISFHWE banquet, held during the National Genealogmziey Confer-
Lucy Croft, Librarian ence. She entered three columns that had appeared in thia Siamannual Ex-

cellence in Writing contest and won based on her November 20@vrcland

P.O. Box 623 Ho! The annual competition began in 1989 to encourage high stand@ehe-
Boerne, TX 78006 alogy journalism. Categories are judged by professiondeifield of journal-
GSKC Website www.rootsweb.com/~txgskc/ ism and genealogy.
(continued from page 3} Members were told to get their JournalUnion County South Carolina Will

be on May 16, at 1:00 p.m. at the jfrom Christy Kestler. Genealogy courseAbstracts, 1787-184%y Brent H.
brary. The to;;ic will be \.Nri.ting your Members were advised to take a copy driolcomb [GEN 975.7 Holc SC]

memories. Attendees should bring any/€ APril 10, Boerne Star donated by Bill Vermont's First Settlers by Jay M.
family history they may be fortunate?nd Ann  Davenport, which contains Holbrook [GEN 974.3 Holb VT]

enough to have. class photographs. Virginia Heraldira Being a Registry
The next GSKC regular meeting will be of Virginia Gentry Entitled to Coat

Saturday, September 6, 2008, and wilf\rmor with Genealogical Notes of
the Familiesedited by William Arm-

Martha Boye, who works with the
Boerne LDS Family History Center, ) -
encouraged us to use the center. Sgg;aﬁgnducted by Vice President Donstrong Crozier [GEN 975.5 Croz VA]
gave the_phone number — 830 981-96 ' . Vital Records of Alford, Massachu-
— and said the center was open 10 houkfter the break, Author, historian, gene-gqiis 1o the Year 1850GEN 974.4
a week, including Monday, 1:00 -3:0Gilogist and storyteller, David Bowles \stg MASS]
p.m.; Tuesday, 6:00 to 9:00 p.mpresented an informative program on,,.

ital Records of Barnstable, Massa-
Wednesday, 10:00 to 12:00 a.m. angriting your family story as creative chusettsby Leonard H. Smith [GEN
700 to 9:00 p.m.; and Thursday, 7:0Ronfiction, more commonly known as 974.4 Smit MASS]

to 9:00 p.m. istori icti -
p historical fiction. He also made sugges Vital Records of Raynham, Massa-

President Mary Alice Dell reported orfions about the editing and publishing of¢settshy Margaret Stover [GEN
the Genealogy Course that ran frora book. His first historical fiction book 974.4Stov MASS]

March 6 through April 10, 2008. Fortyabout his ancestors is entitled Spring\/ital Records of Yarmouth, Massa-
-eight peofe signed up for the courseHouse and involves the Revolutionary.psetts to the Year 1850, Vols. 1 &
Two came only once and two officiallywar Battle of Guilford Courthouse in 2 compiled by Robert M. Sherman

withdrew. Thirty-nine certificates wereNorth Carolina in 1762. [GEN 974.4 Sher MASS]
awarded, 13 with gold seals indicating The Watson Family[GEN 929.2
these individuals had attended all ses- - WATSON]
sions and completed all of the home- Welsh Familv Historv by John Ro

s } . ily History by W-
v_vork. She awarded a certificate to Ber Continued from May Newsletter lands (this a second copy) [GEN 941.2
tie Reynolds whose only absence had ] ]

South Carolina Wills, 1670-1853 or ~ Rowl WALES]

been the last meeting when the certifi- S
cates were awarded to other attendees2rc’ 2y Mary B. Warren [GEN 975.7 - west Virginia Estate Settlementsby

arr SC
There were two follow-up workshops; ] Ross B. Johnston [GEN 975.4 John

one on finding census records and thd €x@s, Goal of German Emigration WVA]

h
other on computer tricks and PAF. in the 19" Century by Beate Rese
[GEN 976.4 Rese TEX]




