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Gwen’s Gems

By President Gwen Adrian Sept 2011
¢ Greetings, GSKC Members,

In addition to cooler weather, Fall brings much to enjoy inufiigoming GSKC year. Largely
because of the generous financial support of GSKC memb®t)ea year's lease has been
signed for our wonderful Family History Place. The |leases from Sept. 1, 2011 to Aug. 31,
2012. Many, many thanks for your contributions. Thanks alst gloe wonderful volunteers
who donate their time to keep the doors of The Place opehepdatrons, including other
GSKC members, learn about their family histories.

In September, Mary Alice and Harry Dell will presamiother of their advanced genealogy courses starting Sepf 22.
prerequisite for the course is the free beginning genealaggethat they will present at the regular GSKC meeting o
Saturday, Sept. 7 This will be the first GSKC meeting held in the largeeting room in the new Patrick Heath Pub-
lic Library.

On October 18, we will have a very special double celebration. TH&&0niversary of GSKC will be commemorated,
honoring some of the outstanding participants in the founding aredogenent of the Society. In conjunction with the
Anniversary celebration will be the Annual Kendall CountysFiFamilies Celebration honoring families who founded
and settled Kendall County and recognizing their descendart2011 First Families inductees. The dual Celebration
will be held at St. Mark Presbyterian Church FamilfelCenter. More information will be in the next Newsdet but
mark your calendars now.

At the November GSKC meeting, a program on the histothefTexas Rangers will be presented by the President of
the Former Texas Rangers Foundation and retired TexageRaoe B. Davis. The GSKC 2011 year will be completed
with our Christmas Party on Decembef"17

Many interesting programs and events are also plannetidgrear 2012. At this time | would like to highlight tH8 2
annual GSKC trip to the Family History Library in Skhke City planned for May J0through May 2%. Please let me
know if you are interested in going. Twelve rooms for ouugricave been reserved at the Plaza Hotel located next door
to the Family History Library. You may make room resg@oves by calling (801) 521-0130 and asking for the Genea-
logical Society of Kendall County Group rate. The fatea single or double room is $82/night plus tax. The GSKC
group that went last year had a great time and megilanning to return.

Very best wishes to you all. Gwen Adrian

The Family History Place - One Year Later

It has been a year this past week since we took passexddhe building that was to become known as The Family His
tory Place, the new home of the GSKC. Thanks to the gdlysifort and generosity of the members, we beganatolle
ing furnishings and equipment. Joyce Mull and her husbamaght us a truck load of used tables, bookcases and even
an antique coat rack; the Mergele family donated themred desk and credenza and side chairs for the entryaarea;
numerous others donated computers, printers, a copiela andtitude of smaller but essential items. We bought 18
chairs (which a gallant crew struggled to assemble oyg fidding chairs, and smaller tables, plus the large el
search table.

Perry McLarry removed unwanted doors, built shelves, anchmwekishelves to the wall, and did numerous other tasks
readying the Place. Linda Stephens redecorated the restrqoontinued on Page 4)
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Welcome New Members Joining This Summer

Aguirre, Diane

209 Dawnridge
Boerne TX 78006
dainea77@gmail.com
830.816.2210.

Cell: 210.315.6478

Asher, Donna (Eppler)
P.O. Box 671

Boerne, TX 78006
830.537.4493
donna78006@gmail.com

Bedler, Scottie (Crawford)
134 Steel Valley Dr.
Boerne, TX 78006
830.249.1175
scottiebeeler@beecreek.net

L ocke, Denise (Norris)
163 Hidden Haven Drive
Boerne TX 78006
830.249.3956

Cell:830.446.9211
neecy@gvtc.com

Minnich, Gary W.

Minnich, Kathy L. (Eszlinger)
117 Scenic Loop Rd.

Boerne TX 78006
714.325.7560
ranzaucemetery@yahoo.com

Robbins, Penny ( Pennington)
205 Crabapple Rd.

Kendalia TX 78027
830.229.5144

Cell: 210.289.2815
pennyrobbins38@yahoo.com

Willis, Nina E. (Murphy)
28340 Quadrille Lane
Fair Oaks Ranch 78015
210.698.8058

Cell: 361.701.9891
ninabeth44@yahoo.com

Y oung, Suzanne
216 Oak Knoll Cir.
Boerne TX 78006
830.249.8240
suzanny2@aol.com

Zowar ka, Sandra (Paul)
337 E. Bandera Rd.
Boerne TX 78006-2901
830.816-.440

Cell: 830.570.2550
czowarka@att.net

Kramer, Eldon

113 Riverwood
Boerne, TX 78006
830.336.3522
erjmkramer@gvtc.com

Harrier, Brenda (Boyd)
8021 Colonial Woods
Boerne, TX 78006
210.698.7676
LHarrier@earthlink.net

Minutes of the Genealogical Society of Kendall County

May 21, 2011 Boerne Convention Center, Boerne, TX

Vice President Nancy McLarry called the meeting to graeelcomed everyone present and introduced visitors. She
then led the group in pledges of allegiance to the flagseof)nited States and Texas.

Bruce Mergele introduced the speaker, his father, Edy®er Mr. Mergele’s presentation was based on his book
“Alsace To Texas;” copies of which were available falesat the meeting with all proceeds donated to the gyocie

Vice President McLarry thanked the hostesses for theldlaga Stephens, Paulette Thompson and Irene Page.

Minutes of the April 16 Regular Meeting were approved agqu in the May 2011 Newsletter.

Jim Westermeier pre-

sented the Treasurer’s report in Harry Dell's abseste¢ing the account balance was $11, 653.48. He repoeied m
bers of the Financial Advisory Committee have been meatiddoriefly touched on their approach to obtaining fund-
ing. Jim is Chairman, with other members: Gretchem, Bzathy Schwarz, John Brazil, Lloyd Shenberger, andd.ind

Stephens.

President Gwen Adrian sent her message requesting sespinthe “Leap Letter 2” for Family History Place fungdi
for the next year. She reported that the Boerne Conventiovisitals Bureau Advisory Board that reviews acceptable
grants for Hotel Occupancy tax funds has recommended Botiree City Council that GSKC be granted $1,000.00 in

2011.

Kendall County First Family applications are due by JulyGwen will be calling members who showed interest in
assisting and assembling the 2010 applications.

(continued on Page 4.)
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The Genealogical Society of Kendall County
News etter
Gwen Adrian, President 830-249-2085
gwensadrian@aol.com)
Nancy McLarry, 1st Vice President
Mary Alice Dell, 2nd Vice President
Gladys Kuebel, Secretary
Harry Dell, Treasurer
Bruce Mergele, Director
Ed Mergele, Director

Mary Alice Dell, Editor (madel35@gvtc.com)
P.O. Box 623, Boerne, TX 78006

Family History Place, 725 N. Main St. Ste 3
Boerne, TX 78006 830-331-8730

(Minutes continued from page 3)

Carol Smith, Membership Chair, reported we had 187 mesrdsenf
May 20, more than we had at this time last year.

Bruce Mer%ele, Librarian, has estimated valuation feuiance pur-
poses on library contents as about $80,000.00 to date.

“Family Tree Huggers Camp” .a free genealogy course faidMi
and High School age students, will be offered from [:00 ©N3:00
PM on Thurs. June 9, Tues. June 14, and Thurs. June 16.

Mary Alice and Harris Dell will again offer an Advarnteenealog%/
Course in September. The course will begin Thursdgyte8wer
and last for 7 consecutive Thursdays. More detailsheiforthcom-
ing.

Lisa Buchanan announced the Spiteys to the Pagournals are
ready to be picked up today at the meeting or later aFahely

History Place. Those requested by email have alreasly dent.. Out of area copies will be mailed. ,
Linda Stephens and Nancy McLarry are the Chairs foR@i@ Seminar in February and report plans are ongoing.
Speaker will be Colleen Fitzpatrick, Forensic Genealogist. _ _ _ _
T his is the last regular meeting prior to our summeghordNext meeting will be on Sept 17, location to be detezchi
at a later date. The Family History Place willdi@sed Monday, Memorial Day.

Meeting was adjourned by Vice President Nancy McLarry

Family History Place (Continued from Page 2)

Others volunteers donated their labor and trucks to mowevacchistorical materials and other smaller items ftioen
commercial storage area we had rented for nearly fl@@es in order to preserve them. Two bookcases, the liiie ca
nets, and numerous heavy boxes of books, filling a secoraystooom when we left the public library, were moved by
two husky men hired for that purpose. Others donateddimakving books in the proper order. Volunteer Staff and Ge

nealogists were trained and on October 11, we opened ourtddbespublic.

Since that time we have added over 500

books. We replaced the used bookcases with those moretsugtdiirary, thanks to the donations of members who
wished to commemorate family and friends. Member Edean made and donated two other beautiful bookcases.

As proud as we are of all the volunteers who helped to ma&dlace ready, we are even more grateful to the group of
volunteers who faithfully, week after week, give of thaie to help others in our library.

Many naysayers said we would not be able to keep the downs bpeause volunteers would not always show up when
they were supposed to be there. To my knowledge, there haseamlyone incident in over a year of a failure to show
and that was in early days when someone forgot. @stitution exchange system has worked wonderfully so that vol-
unteers have always been able to find someone to takelles when planned or unexpected absences are necessary.

The place is staffed by 30 volunteers, some serve weekhg svice a month, and others as substitutes.

There will be an opening for th&%and &' Thursday afternoons starting in October, as long-time vedustEd and
Mary Lou Mergele retire from duty. They joined GSKC’®lary Volunteers in 2004 when the group was formed to
serve in the Historical-Genealogical room, then at the plibfiry.

All volunteers receive two hours of training before beinovedd to serve. Staff volunteers greet visitors, angive
phone, and perform miscellaneous other office duties. GEmealogists (and some staff) assist visitors. If yeurder-
ested in knowing more about volunteering, contact me at 836354

Usage of The Family History Place library is steadilgvgng as the public learns where we are and of the perzedal
genealogical assistance we give each visitor, whetheaitmember or public visitor.

This past Saturday, volunteers served seven visitoee tirwhich were members. One woman, from San Antasais,
particularly impressed with the Virginia collection anddsae were “Boerne’s best kept secret”.

Mary Alice Dell, 2nd Vice President
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Proposed Changes to the GSKC By-Laws 9 Sep 2011

Note: Proposed changes have been approved by the Executive Board and the By-Laws Committee. They are presented
in writing at the Regular Meeting on September 17, and will be voted on by the Membership at the Regular Meeting on
November 19, Proposed deletions are in green, proposed additions are in blue and underlined.

ARTICLE V Officers

Section 1. Officer. The elected officers of the Society shall be residents of Kendall County, Texas and nearby counties,
and shall include President, 1° Vice-President, 2" Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and two four Directors.

The Reason for the Increase of the size of the Board from 7 members to 9 members by the addition of two more Di-
rectors is that it would allow more members to share their thoughts and expertise with the Board for the benefit of
the Society. It would also provide an increased number of people who are familiar with the many activities of the So-
ciety so they would be more prepared to step into leadership roles, such as Presidency or Vice Presidencies.

Section 3. Nominations. The Nominating Committee for officers shall consist of a Chairman and four members to be

elected membership at the September meeting. appointed by the President and approved by the Executive Board.
The Nominating Committee shall submit at the November meeting at least one nominee for each elective office. Addi-
tional nominations may be made from the floor with the prior consent of the nominee. Voting shall be by secret ballot
when more than one candidate has been nominated for an office.

The reason for the change is to maintain continuity in the Society.
ARTICLE VI Duties of Officers

Section 3. 2™ Vice-President. The 2™ Vice-President shall oversee the operation and maintenance of the Society Li-
brary and chair be a member of the Library Committee.

Reason. The proposed change here is to allow the President and the 2" Vice President more flexibility. The 2" Vice-
President may still be the Chair of the Library Committee, but it is not a requirement for the position. The change
also corrects an inconsistency in the By-Laws, since as stated in Article XI. Committees. Section 1. Standing commit-
tees. “Chairmen of the standing committees, as designated in the Standing Rules of the Society, shall be appointed
by the President and shall serve for that calendar year.” The Library Committee is a Standing Committee.

Section 4. Secretary. The Secretary shall keep a book of proceedings of the Society, which shall include the minutes of
each meeting; the record of attendance, financial reports, and any written reports of committees. The Secretary’s
Book shall also have copies of the most current Bylaws and Standing Rules of the organization, and any amendments to
them; documents pertaining to the tax exempt status of the organization; and the Articles of Incorporation. The Secre-
tary shall make this current book available to members at all regular meetings.

Section 6. Two Four directors shall be elected to serve on the Executive Board with no pre-assigned duties.
ARTICLES VIl Meetings

Section 4. Business Meetings. The business of the Society will be conducted at each Regular Meeting except Octo-
ber. The annual Kendall County First Families Celebration will be held at the October meeting.

Reason. This change was needed to clarify the defined method of amending the By-Laws. Article XIll. Amendments
states that “These By-Laws may be amended by a majority vote of all members present and voting at any regular
meeting, provided all changes have been presented in writing at the previous meeting. Changing the latter to “all
changes have been presented in writing at the previous Business Meeting” clarifies that the changes presented in
September may be voted on in November.
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ARTICLE IX Balloting by Mail

Section 1. Balloting Prerequisite. Balloting by postal mail or by electronic means may be used in order that the entire
membership may vote on issues deemed of great importance by the Executive Board or by majority vote of the mem-
bers at a meeting. , or upon the written request of ten members.

The reason is that ten members of the Society can request a Special Meeting to discuss an issue (Article VIll. Meet-
ings. Section 2). Balloting by mail is expensive and time consuming. The By-Laws committee recommended that the
above phrase be deleted, and if a small number of members request voting by mail on a given issue, they should
approach it through the Special Meeting route.

ARTICLE XII Finances

Section 5. Auditing Committee of Financial Records. The financial records of the Treasurer shall be audited annually
and upon any change of Treasurer. An Auditing Committee, consisting of three members who did not serve on the
previous board, shall be appointed by the Executive Board at the January meeting. The duty of the Auditing Com-
mittee shall be to audit the Treasurer’s accounts of the past fiscal year and submit a report of the results of the audit
at the March meeting. An Auditing Committee shall be appointed by the Executive Board upon the change of a
Treasurer and a report made within two months of that change. An auditor who is not a member of the Society will
be selected by the Executive Board in January to audit the Treasurer’s accounts of the past fiscal year and to submit
a report of the results of the audit at the March meeting. Upon any intra-term change of a Treasurer, the Executive
Board shall appoint an Auditing Committee consisting of three Society members that are not on the Executive Board
to audit the Society’s books. A report of the audit should be made to the Society within two months of that change.

The proposed change here is to have the Treasurer’s accounts audited by an independent Auditor who is not a
member of the Society instead of a committee of three Society members. The Reason for the change is that since
we are now applying for external grants for the support of the Society, the funding organizations may require, or
more highly regard, audits by external auditors.

ARTICLE XII Finances

Section 6. Contracts. Committee Chairs and other Society members can request that written contracts binding the Soci-
ety to perform financially or otherwise be signed by any two of the President, Treasurer, and another Board member.

Reason. The proposed addition is so Committee Chair persons and other members have the option to request that
written contracts binding the Society to perform financially or otherwise be signed by Board members. This can as-
sure the responsible Chair that they will not assume any individual liability if a contract is defaulted upon.

ARTICLE Xlll Amendments

These Bylaws may be amended by a majority of the members present and voting at any regular meeting, provided that
all changes have been presented in writing at the previous business meeting of the Society.



