HISTORY OF HOUSTON COUNTY

have been well known in that early day, was known as Houston's
Mound, and 1s located about a mile North of Murchison's
Prairie. Both of these localities must have been well known in
the very early stages of Texas History. Recently an oil well was
drilled very near Houston's Mound, just across the line in
Anderson County, and in reaching it the roadway led across the
historic elevation known as Houston's Mound. Evidently Hous-
ton's Mound was so-called and named in honor of Sam Houston.,

On the 17th day of April, 1846, the County of Henderson
was created out of portions of Counties of Houston, and Nacog-
doches and in the Act creating it is defined as follows:

“Commencing at the Northeast corner of Anderson County,
on the Neches River; THENCE North with the Western Bound-
ary lines of the counties of Cherokee and Smith, to the Sabine
River; Thence down said river to the Southwest corner of Up-
shur County; Thence North with the Western Boundary line of
said Upshur County to the Southern boundary line of Titus
County; Thence, West with the Southern boundary of said
county, to the county of Hopkins; and Thence, continuing
West with the Southern boundary line of said Hopkins and Hunt
counties, to the Northeast corner of said Dallas County; Thence
South with the Eastern boundary line of said Dallas County, to
its Southeast corner; Thence West with the Southern boundary
line of said county to the Trinity River; Thence down said
Trinity River to the Northwest corner of said Anderson County,
and Thence East with the Northern boundary line of Anderson
County, to the place of beginning.”

After the creation of both Anderson and Henderson Coun-
ties in 1846, Houston County continued to exist, embracing all
the territory known as Houston and Trinity Counties until
February 11, 1850, when the County of Trinity was created in-
cluding the following boundaries:

Beginning in the East bank of Trinity River, at the lower
corner of Henry Golmon's survey of 980 acres; Thence North
2114 degrees East to the Neches River; Thence down said
river with its meanders to the present Southeast corner of Hous-
ton County: Thence Westwardly with the South boundary line
of said county to the Trinity River; Thence up said river with
its meanders to the place of beginning.

On January 26, 1850, by an Act of the Legislature of the
State of Texas, the boundary line between Houston and Ander-
son Counties was more definitely defined as follows:

Beginning at a place in the County of Houston, known as
Houston's Mound, about one mile North of Murchison's Prairie;
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nee Westwardly, by direct line running through the old
ie Village on the North Elkhart Creek, to the East Boundary
e of Samuel C. Boxe's Headright League; Thence South :wl‘th
q line to the South boundary line of said league to the Trinity

FKaver.

[ A curious freak of legislation should prove of interest to the

le of Houston County. On the ith day of December, 1841
Congress of the Republic of Texas passed an act which

wed to be an abortive effort to ereate a county known as

et out of Houston County, which Act in part is as follows:

Gec. 1. Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa-
of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That
- boundary of Burnet be, and is hereby established within the
owing boundaries, to-wil:
Beginning at a place known by the name of Houston's
nd, North of Murchison's Prairie; Thence Westwardly, to
Iron-Eye village, on Elkhart Creek; Thence to the Trinity
wer: and from Houston's Mound (the place of beginning) to
MNeches River, so as to make a straight line from the Trinity
ver to the Neches River; Thence up the main West form of
¢ Neches River to Clarence A, Lovejoy's Survey, No. 177, on
West boundary line of the Cherokee lands; Thence due
orth to the Sabine River; Thence up the Sabine to the fork;
ence up the North fork, to E. W. Shultz Survey, continuing
the same to the Fannin County line; Thence West with said
e to the Trinitv River; Thence down said Trinity River to
¢ above-named line running direct from the Neches to the
Trinity.
Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That Fort Houston is hereby
permanently established as the seat of justice for said county.
- So far as the record shows no elfort was made to organize the
unty of Burnet under the foregoing Act, and later another
nev was created in Western Texas that is now known as the
nty of Burnet, The singular feature of the above Act of
pngress is the fact that it designated Fort Houston as the
unty seat of the county, without giving the people residing in
€ county the opportunity to locate and designate the county
It is also a matter of interest to the people of Houston
nty that the Fort Houston mentioned in the foregoing Act
5 located at the home of Judge John H. Reagan, a few miles
Southwest of Palestine, and was originally located in the County
Houston,
After the County of Houston was duly organized by the
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selection of county officers and the selection of Crockett as the
county seat, the town was incorporated by an Act of the Republic
of Texas, December 29, 1837, as follows:

“AN ACT

"To Incorporate the City of Houston and other towns there.
in named:

“Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives of
the Republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the citizens
of the City of Houston, and the Towns of Washington, Crockett
and Refugio, be incorporated under, and entitled to all the
privileges and benefits of the Act granting a charter of incor
poration to the Town of Brazoria, passed at the extra session
of this Congress.

JOSEPH ROWE,
“Speaker of the House of Representatives

MARIBEAU B. LAMAR,
President of the Senate.

“Approved, Dec. 29, 1837,
“SAM HOUSTON.”

In order to understand what powers and regulations were
conferred upon the Town of Crockett as was incorporated, it
will be necessary to refer to the Act incorporating the Town of
Brazoria, which was enacted and approved November 16, 1837,
just a little more than a month before the incorporation of
Crockett.

Section three of the Act incorporating Brazoria, and which
applies to the Town of Crockett, is as follows:

“Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That an election shall be
held in said town on the first Monday in January of every year
for a mayor, a constable and eight aldermen; the election shall
be conducted by the mayor and two aldermen, and the persons
so elected shall continue in office for one year or until their
successors are qualified. The mayor so elected shall be com-
missioned by the Chief justice of the County of Brazoria, and
shall have all the powers of an ordinary justice of the peace, in
all matters and cases arising under the criminal laws of the
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