ITS CREATION AND ORGANIZATION

'j{Source:) Domestic Correspondence Archives, Texas State Li-
 brary-

Even before Houston County was created as a county and
ockett designated as its county seat, there was some post-
fices and a mail service in the territory that is now known as
ouston County. The first of these was known as Aldrich in
6, before the organization of the county and the post-office
cords show that Collin Aldrich was postmaster. This post-
ice later became known as Mustang Prairie, for we find from
e records that in 1840 Mustang Prairie was named as a post-
fice, but no name of the postmaster was given. However, in
43, Mustang Prairie named as a post-office and George Hall-
ark as postmaster. This George Hallmark was the ancestor of
the Hallmarks in Houston County.

In 1843 Alabama is listed as a post-office in Houston County
d James M. Caldwell was postmaster. In 1840 Crockett is
med as a post-office but no one is named postmaster. In 1843
homas P. Collins apgears on the record to have been the post-
aster. In 1838 Randolph, in Houston County, is named as a
t-office with Nathan as postmaster. If there were other post-
ices in that early day the author is unable to find any record
them.
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OFFICERS

~ The first county officers of Houston County, probably elected
or chosen in September, 1837, were Collin Aldrich, Chief Justice;
- James Madden, sheriff; Stephen White, clerk of the district
urt; Jacob Allbright, county clerk; John Grigsby, John Gregg,
1jah Gossett and John Box were chosen as justices of the
- peace, but it is probable that they did not serve.

_Later officers selected January 1, 1839, were S. E. Kennedy,
liam Dillard and R. W. Box, justices of the peace. Martin
Walker was chosen as sheriff; John H. Kirchoffer was presi-
‘dent of the Board of Land Commissioners of Houston County,
- and Elijah Gossett and John Wortham were associate land com-
Tissioners for the county. Samuel G. Wells was clerk of the
_{Iloard of Land Commissioners and George Aldrich, County
3 §ur“_’e}f0r. On January 23, 1839 P. O. Lumpkin was chosen chief
- Justice for Houston County, and was commissioned on January
25, 1839, but promptly resigned. After his resignation, on
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