CHAPTER 1V HOUSTON COUNTY NEWSPAPERS

Houston County Newspapers “A SKETCH OF CROCKETT.

“«Unlike most historians, who depend upon preceding writers
r their materials, the Oldest Inhabitant himself contemporary
ith Crockett, is enabled to note its rise and progress, free from
e melancholy task of recording its decline and fall.

“Crockett was located at the county site of Houston County,
the winter of 1837, owing to its position to its being the only
oint within a reasonable distance of the San Antonio Road,
d the center of the county, where running water could be
und.

“It was emphatically a frontier village, but three hours ride
om the buffalo range; for several years Indian outrages were
mmitted in its vicinity. The Coshattas hunted on the South,
e Cherokees joined the county on the East, while North and
est the wild or Prairie Indians penetrated the sparse settle-
ents almost unperceived, and too generally unpunished.

“A very narrow chain of settlements along the San Antonio
ad, formed the connection with the white population of
exas. This road, as is well known, passes through the poorest
d worst watered portion of Houston County, giving no
promise of a better country to the passing stranger.
~ “Distance from market (Trinity not being then navigated)
danger from Indians and the usual inconvenience of a frontier
untry, long retarded the settlement of the county and the
owth of the village.

“Although a log courthouse and jail were erected and the
liberality of the legislature had granted a charter providing for
‘the election of a mayor, eight aldermen, a town clerk, etc. yet
for some months the solitary citizen, who kept a store in a
16-foot lot cabin, was daily asked, ‘How far to Crockett?’
“‘You are right in the public square of Crockett now,
Stranger,” was the answer.

 "In 1839 there were two resident families, and the danger
om Indians was so urgent that the neighbors fortified the
E ug'th.ouse lot with pickets and took shelter with their families
tntil immediate danger had passed over.
- "For two years the sittings of the district court were sus-
‘Pénded, during which time cases of assault and battery were so
mug‘tlplied that succeeding grand juries declined to notice them.
Card playing (not then prohibited) and quarter racing,
Were the favorite amusements on public days. The eastern and
- Western mails arrived on an average of twice a month. The
- orthern mail for Fort Houston was sent whenever there was

“THE CROCKETT PRINTER”

The first newspaper published in Houston County was
owned and published by Oscar Dalton, who probably began
the publication soon after coming to Crockett. The author did
not know him personally but knew his family quite well. He
married a widow by the name of Hall, who had two children,
Mary Hall and Frank Hall, at the time of her marriage to |
Dalton. The first issue of The Crockett Printer was dated De-
cember 6, 1853, and it contained the following statement: 1

“THE CROCKETT PRINTER
Edited By the Publisher
Vol 1.
The Crockett Printer
Issued every Wednesday by Oscar Dalton, Proprietor.
At $2.00 per Annum, invariably in Advance
Rates of Advertising:

One Square (10) lines 1 year $15; 1 Square, 1 insertion
$1.00. Each Additional insertion, 50c. Announcing candidates
for State or District offices, $10.00; Announcing for County
Offices, $5.00. ]

All transient advertisements must be paid for at the time
their insertion is ordered. A liberal discount will be made to
yearly advertisers.”

In the first issue of the paper a contributor, writing under
the name, “The Oldest Inhabitant,” undertook to give a brief
sketch of Crockett, up to that date. This contribution contains
so much information about the beginning of Crockett, that it
deserves a place here. It is as follows:
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