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THE GRAPELAND MESSENGER

A splendid paper has been published for many years under
the able management of A. H. Luker, who still carries on with
one of the best county papers in Texas. Mr. Luker also pub.
lished from his Grapeland office the Lovelady Enterprise, which
is a creditable paper, and disclosed the fact that Editor Luker is
a real newspaperman.

THE CROCKETT DEMOCRAT

The most recent publication established in Crockett is the
Crockett Democrat, published by Henry J. Paul, and is a worthy
competitor of other papers now being published in Houston
County

All together Houston County has contributed her share of
able newspapers and deserves high rank among all the counties
of the State.
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CHAPTER V

Schools in Houston County

No authentic information can t>e found about the earliest
school in Houston County. All schools taught in Houston Coun­
t prior to and during the Civil War were private schools. No
lublic school system had been established prior to the close
of the Civil War.

TRINITY COLLEGE

There probably were a few scattered schools in the county
prior to 1841, but no record exists of any such schools. On
January 30, 1841, the Congress of the Republic of Texas passed
an act entitled "An Act to Establish and Incorporate Trinity
College" which reads in part as follows:

"Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre­
sentatives of the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, that
a seminary of learning be, and the same is hereby established at
Alabama, in Houston County, to be denominated the 'Trinity
College.'

"See. 2. Be it further enacted, That there shall be eleven
trustees, who are hereby authorized to take charge of the in­
terests of the college; and a majority of the whole number shall
constitute a quorum to do business.

"See. 3. Be it further enacted, That the following persons
have been duly chosen trustees of the college, and are recognized
as such, viz: G. W. Grant, Jacob Allbright, George Pruitt, Collin
Aldrich, Elisha Clapp, John Wortham, Isaac Parker, Ralph
Nelson, Elijah Gossett, William Clark and James Carr.

"See. 4. Be it further enacted, That the trustees aforesaid
be, a.nd they are hereby constituted a body politic and corpor­
ate, m deed and in law, by the name of 'The President and
Trustees of Trinity College,' and by that name they and their
SUccessorsshall and may have succession, and exercise the privil­
egesgranted herein, for the term of twenty years, and no longer;
and be able and capable in law to have, receive and enjoy, to
them and their successors, land, tenements, hereditaments of
a~y kind whatsoever; and also all sums of money which may be
gIven, ~ranted or bequeathed to them, for the purpose of
promotmg the interests of the said college; provided, that the
property owned by the body corporate under the provisions of
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