
HISTORY OF HOUSTON COUNTY

Walton B. who is a banker in Stuttgart, Arkansas. Judge Wall
died at Crockett and was buried in Glenwood Cemetery with
Masonic honors.

JUDGE FRANK ALVAN WILLIAMS

Houston County, in its one hundred and five years of exis­
tence, has furnished Texas with two members of the Supreme
Court, George F. Moore and Frank A. Williams. For that reason
the County should be proud of these distinguished jurists.

Judge Williams was born October 6, 1851, at Macon, Mis­
sissippi, where he received his education before coming to
Crockett in 1872. Here he studied law under his distinguished
brother-in-law, Col. D. A. Nunn, and on being admitted to the
Bar became his law partner. This able firm carried on a large
practice until 1884, when Judge Williams was elected Distri'ct
Judge of the then newly created Third Judicial District. He held
this office until 1892, when he was elected to the judgeship on
the Court of Civil Appeals ,at Galveston. Tn this office he so dis­
tinguished himself, and showed such ability, that in 1899, he
was elected Associate Justice of the Supreme Court ..

In 1911, he voluntarily retired from this position to re-enter
the law practice, associated with Judge N. A. Stedman under
the form name of Williams & Stedman, at Austin, Texas. In
1913 he moved to Galveston to enter the newly created firm of
Williams, Neethe & Williams, where he still resides.

On November 24th, 1880, he married Miss Laura Fisher, of
Waverly and they are the parents of Bryan F. Williams, w~o is
associated with his father in the law practice. Fred L. WillIams,
an able lawyer of Houston, Robert N. \i\Tilliams, and two
daughters, Rosamond and Helen.

Judge Williams takes rank among the ablest jurists of Texas.

DR. ALBERT WOLDERT

Albert Woldert, physician, was born at Tyler, May 9th, 1867
son of John George and Alma Edelina (Richter) Woldert. He
is a graduate of New York College of Pharmacy, 1889 and r.e­
ceived his M. D. degree from University of Pennsylvania In
1893. He married Elva Buford on May 6th, 1923.

He was a pharmacist for 4 years and has been in private
practice of medicine at Tyler since 1893. He was formerly asso-
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ciated with patient departments of Howard Hospital; St. Josephs
Hospital and Polyclinic, Philadelphia. He is a member of
American Medical Association; is former councilor of Texas
Medical Association and former president of Smith County
Medical Association. He is also a member of Texas State His­
torical Society.

He has contributed to Gould and Pyles, Cyclopedia of
Medicine and Surgery Journals, American Medical Association,
Texas State Medical Association, Journal Medical Sciences,
Investigation on Conveyance of Malaria by anopheles mos­
quito (] ournal American Medical Association, 1901); believed
to have been 2nd successful result in America. Was awarded
2nd prize by Texas Centennial Commission for oldest relic,
"rabadoquines" (cannon, about 1690) found near location of
Mission San Francisco de los Tejas; located sites of San Francis­
co, Santissimo Nobre de Maria missions, Houston County; also
located several historic spots in Smith County where granite

, markers will be erected.
His recreations are: fishing and hunting. He is a Democrat,

Episcopalian and his address is Gary Buildings, Tyler, Texas.
Dr. Woldert was never a resident of Houston County, but

his contributions to its history entitle him to a place in any
history of the county.

MAJOR JOHN WORTHAM

Among the pioneer citizens of Houston County, who con­
tributed to its development, no one stands out more prominently
than John Wortham. He was born on May 10, 1800 and came to
Texas in the early thirties. His ability and fine character were
recognized at once and he was appointed to responsible posi­
tions. There are so many historic documents that tell the story
of his early life that the author will let these speak for themselves.

The oldest of these is a commission signed by Sam Houston
as President of the Republic of Texas, dated December 18th,
1837, as follows:

"IN THE NAME AND BY THE AUTHORITY OF

THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME OR

MAY CONCERN-GREETING.

199




