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MOTTO FOR PIONEERS

“Is there no action worth my mood,
No deed of daring high and pure,
That shall, when I am dead endure,

A well spring of perpetual good?”
Thomas Bailey Aldrich.

DEDICATION

TO THE MEMORY OF MY PIONEER GRANDFATHER,
COLLIN ALDRICH,

WHO FOUGHT BRAVELY FOR THE INDEPENDENCE OF
TEXAS, AND TO THE MEMORY OF THE OTHER
PIONEERS OF HOUSTON COUNTY, WHO FOUGHT
WITH HIM AT SAN JACINTO, AND ACHIEVED THE
FREEDOMS WHICH WE ENJOY TODAY,

AND

TO THE MEMORY OF THAT PEERLESS SOLDIER OF
THE CROSS,

REVEREND, SAMUEL FISHER TENNEY,

MY PASTOR FOR MORE THAN HALF A CENTURY,
WHOSE INFLUENCE SHAPED MY LIFE MORE THAN
ANY OTHER AGENCY, THIS UNPRETENTIOUS
VOLUME 1S AFFECTIONATELY DEDICATED,

BY THE AUTHOR.




INTRODUCTION

To properly trace the history of Houston County back to
the beginning, it would be necessary to go back to the days
when Columbus discovered America. The author does not deem
it proper or necessary to go back that far to present to the

ple of his native county such a history as will meet the de-
mands of those for whom the present work is intended. His
object is to preserve and honor the memory of the pioneers of
Houston County, who blazed the way through the wilderness and
won their freedom from the savage Indians and hostile Span-
fards and Mexicans, who preceded them in this favored land.
The Indians were here and roamed the [orests where we now
live and prosper, long hefore the advent of the lirst white man.
The Spanish and French both asserted title to the country, of
which Houston County now constitutes a part, and it was the
conflict between these two people that led to the earliest de-
velopment of this County. Students of History are familiar with
the story of La Salle, who met his tragic death at the hands
of his own companions, while endeavoring to find the Missis-
sippi River, on a journey that would have taken him through
what later became known as Houston County, and some assert
that he even passed through this territory and met his tragic
death in what is now Cherokee County, lying east of the Neches
River, The writer would not undertake to rob Navasota of
the distinction that it claims as having been near the spot of La
Salle’s death. Since the matter is shrouded in so much mystery,
the writer will allow the neighbor City of Navasota to pre-empt
- all the glory that she desires from the claims made by her on
account of the tragic death of the distinguished Frenchman.
_CEtiIETI,S of Houston County will share with Navasota in paying
tribute to the gallant La Salle, and will give due reverence to the
splendid statue and monument to his memory that now adorns
her principal street. The writer believes that the real history
of Houston County should begin with the founding of the
S_panish Missions in 1690, which all historians agree were estab-
lished upon the soil that now constitutes the present bounds of
Houston County. He will leave to other historians of more
pretentious works the details of the struggles between the French
and Spaniards over the territory of the Lone Star State, and
content himself with chronicling events transpiring in connec-
ton with the founding of said missions and those that have oc-
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curred since that time. He is of the opinion that these will be
of sufficient volume to fill the history of a single county. He
sends forth this little history with the devout wish that it may
prove of interest to the descendents of the pioneers and of those
who have chosen to find a home within the limits of old Hous-
ton County, and are interested in the story of her making.

A. A. ALDRICH.
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