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Prisoner of war Walter Werner painted this watercolor in August 1944, showing Camp Hearne in Texas, which housed up 1o 5,000 German POWs,

Hidden
History

An overgrown field
hides the ruins of a
World War IT POW camp,

but a scholar
is revealing its secrets

PRISONER of WAR CANTEEN  $3.00
HEARNE, TEXAS
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archacologist, Ms, Lazarus and
Iser hushand, buLh pharmacists,
own the dnagvtore in Hearne, a
farmy town of about G000 in
Robertson Couinty, northwest of
College. Station. She's also the
head of Roll Call = Friends of
Cumyp Hearne, an organkeation
af kocal volunterrs who hope to
preserve something of this for-
salien site and mecover its history,
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A baoklet of coupons used 1o purchase items at the camp canteen, and a one-cent coupon al right.
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German POWs work in the camp offiee, directing mail
to other POW camps. Only the men had to work.
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About 425,000 Axds prison-
exs of war, 371,000 of them Ger-
man, were senl o camps in
United States during the war,
Tearfy 60,000 of them lived and
worked at 70 camps scattered
actuss Texas, Coanp Hesrne was
nmiong the cartiest and largest of
these. AL its prak in late 1943, it

Only 3,504 mnhnm Tived b the
Towi.

*There were momn: prisoners
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the established, < We
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try because there were no mm
lrﬂ. here. He felt that to bring &
prisstier af war e here would
ndd 1 the eeonomy; which itdid.”
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The trial celebrity of Kato Kaelin takes a Dallas turn

et fresh shoets on the pull-
out sofs, Kato Kaslin is
i the house, The Chaun-
cey Gardines of Brentwood and
llllc only (0J, trial participant to
emerge almost unslimed is head-
o ko Dnllas
Knto fa the new host of the
cottrtroom show Eye fir an Eue,
wnial It tagses right hese. In his wil-
dest nightmares, Marshall MclLo-
han never imagined the medium
dellvering a messige this Darwin-
jan, but here b8 the promise: For-
mer South Carodina state prosec-
tor Akim Amsstopoukn presides
s Judge Extreme Aldm, handing
ot hard-core jsstice.
Dad your friend wreck your car

Arax PEPPARD
und refisie to pay the dam.
Extreme might bsue a base I
hat and let you go postal on your
friend’s vehicle.
Former middbeweight  boxer

Sugar Ray Phill PO
dirﬁn line ns IE m The
whaole cirous is produced by Na-
tional Lampoon Inc. and Atlas
Waorkdwide Syndications & Distri-
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Silnmrlr. Thursday, the show
will tape from 8 aim, 106 pm. st
the MPS Stucios on Regal Row,

Bt why tape in Dallas? Execu-
tive producer Jerry Bryant lives
bere, while Kato ks & Los Angele-
i, Eoctremme Ak Bves bn the Car-
olinas, Dallas is the midway point

As for Kato's pocommodations,
hell actoally be doing better than
the sof. Flell huxuriate at the Ho-
1l Creseent Court through April.
Now that's Italia

What sttrachéd afl the big
names to last week's opening of

proprictor Scott Jones and chel
Tom Slatt’s new Cafe [talia loca-

tion in Flano’s Lakeside Village?
It might have samething to do
with the connections of investon
such sa former Greater Dullas
Chamber of Comemerce president
Forrest Smith and his wide, Mar-
tha, nnd former ClabComp presi-

dent Jim Maser and lis mfr.

Ciny,

Among those who turned out
for the opening festivities were
formee First Baptist Chureh of
Dallas 0.5, Hawhins, Blue
Cross

e Shiekd of Texas
dent Pai Heml HJ]FT;—

nadinn consul geoeral Jean-Mi-
chel Ray, 111 Forks steakhouse
founder Thale Wamnstad, Toesday
Moming CEO Kathleen Mason

[

and her hoshand, Charles, and
state Bep. Burt Solomana.

Price of Euro hash

Esgprire food columnist and my
pal Johs Marlani writes in his
newaletter that the weak doflar is
having the cffect you might expect
om fine dining in Paris

“These Is no vy you cin have s
Michelin three-ctar meal withoat
spending at least §150 per per-
sot,” John writes, “And it poes way
up from there, with some appetiz-
«m coating §75 and main courses
aiften above S100.7

That's when [ go to MeDo-
nahTs amd arder the Vincent Vega
wpocial — a Koyale with cheese.
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Recently unearthed POW camp was once a hive of activity

Continued from Page IE

lished a book about this place, It's
titled Lone Star Stalag: German
Prisoners of War at Camp Hearne
(Texas A&M  University Press;

$29.95). His book is one of few in

the vast literature on World War 1T

that focus on the lives of prisoners

of war, and may be the only de-
5.

"%'exaswnsa logical place to put
POWSs," Dr. Waters says. "Under
the Geneva Conventions, POW la-
bor could be put 1o work only in
non-war-related industries, In
Texas, that meant agriculture and
lumber. All the young Texas guys
had gone off to war. The prisoners
filled the labor shortage created by
the draft.”

Only remnants

In the early 1990s, Dr. Waters
heard of the camp's existence and
drove to Hearne to poke around.
“Somuch Wﬁn{mn had grosmup
that 1 could be standing next to or
literally on a foundation and
wounldn't even know it," he says.
Then he began to find diminishing
remains of barracks, mess halls, la-
trines hidden in the undergrowth.

“I saw the remnants of foun-
tains the POWS had built,” he says,
“and mounds with little bits of con-
crete castle on top, They were dec-
arative things the prisoners built to
make their surroundings more
pleasant and remind them of
home.”

Dr. Waters' work ordinarily
deals with early humans and other
prehistorie creatures. But he con-
vinced the head of the A&M geog-
riphy department that he should
teach a course in “field methods in
historical geography.” He drove his
students to Camp Hearne and put
them to work to find and rescue as
much of the place as they could.

Dr. Waters says the students
were surprised that “field methods
in historical geography” entailed
bending on knees, digging and
hauling. “Some said, ‘Boy, this is
hard work. It's not like an Indiana
Jones movie where you walk
around and pnk up cool stuff off
the ground.” *

Dr. Waters and his students un-
covered many concrete founda-
tions and about 1400 artifacts,
most of them mundane articles
used in the ordinary routines of the
prisoners and soldiers who lived in
the camp. Toothbrushes and

lnullspa.ate tubes, shm'lng brushes
and razors, belt buckles and but-
tons, military insignia and medals,
German and American dog tags,
mess kits, canteens and the like,
They're now in an archaeological
archive kept in Dr. Waters' A&M
office.

“I've had more fun with this
project than any other in my ca-
reer,” he says, “It never ends. Onee
or twice a week, 1 get an e-mail
message or a letter from a son or
daughter of somebody who was a
prisoner here, They want informa-
tion.”

During the years since the exca-
vation, the brush and weeds have
reclaimed the prison site. The con-
crete slabs that are the only evi-
dence of the camp's existence are
hidden again.

But Roll Call — the group Ms,
Lazarus founded — and the
Heamme Chamber of Commerce
hope Dr. Waters collection some-
day will be on display in the town,
ina museum that will attract tour-
ists, and that yards and streets of
the prison site can be cleaned up to
become a walk-through historieal
park.

“Fritz Ritz’

The city of Hearne bought the
site from the U.S. government af-
ter World War 11, Because of short-
ages of lumber, plumbing fistures
and other construction materials
after the war, all the buildings were
sold and moved from the site. Now
the camp'’s 290 acres are called
Hearne Industrial Park, although
only one¢ small business has ever
settled there,

“All American POW camps
were run about the same,” says Dr.
Waters. “They wanted to adhere
strictly to the Geneva Conventions,
s0 the prisoners had a pretty good
lifie. They were fed well and treated
well Only enlisted men had to
work.”

Under the Geneva Conven-
tions, prisoners of war were to re-
ceive the same quality of food and
clothing as the soldiers who were
guarding them. American soldiers

had more and better food — in-
cluding such nunned items s
sugar — than the civiliuns, Some
locals, Dr. Waters ¢
that the enemy priso
ing better than they were,
called Camp Hearne the “Fritz
Ritz.”

The prisoners were through
with the war, and they were safi
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Some said being a POW was the
best thing that ever happened to
them.

“Life was better for them than it
had been in Germany even before
the war,” says Dr. Waters. “They
had ambivalent feelings, of course,
because their families were back in
Germany and  communications
with them were slow.

“The United States was diter-
mined to comply strictly with the
Geneva Conventions, because they
knew that if word got out that Ger-
man POWs were being mistreat-
ed, American POWS in Germany
probably would suffer for it.

“But American prisoners in
Germany weren't treated os well as
German POWSs here. There were
more severe punishments for es-
capes. They weren't fed as well in
German camps, but that had a lot
to do with the food supply. The
Germans themselves weren't get-
ting much food.”

Secret lives

Many prisoners [feft Camp
Hearne every moming to work on
nearby farms or at restaurants and
i few other businesses in the town.
But mast stayed inside the camp,
cleaning, cooking and building.
School classes were available in

The Germun POWs Imih decarnme fm:rﬂ.:ms “to ma.kc lhmr SUrT
1 “C:;

Waters says, This fi

Archacologist

University, is the author of Lone Star Stalag.

many subjects. The potsoners de-
veloped their own archestras, the-
ater companies and athletic teams
that performed for their fellow
POWS, for townspeople and visit-
ing military brass

The American guards some-
times were too relaxed and didn't
pay attention to what was happen-
ing among the prisoners, especially
at night, when the POW barracks
were unguarded. On those ocea-
sions, Camp Hewne became a
turnabaut to the old TV comedy
Hogan’s Heroes, in which wily
American and British prisoners
regularly pulled the wool over the

eyes of their stupid German keep-
ors, Sgt. Schultz and Col. Klink. At
‘amp Hearne, the wily ones often
were the Germans, and the unwary
buffpons were the Americans.

German inmiates found ways to
convert 80 percent of the ordinary
AM radios in the camp into short-
wave radios so they could listen to
German hmdlesb of the war
news — a more optimistic and in-

wcurte version than American
m'n\'urk_q were airing.

The prisoners dug secret rooms
under the barracks floors, hung
Nazi flags in them and held meet-
ings there. They tunneled under

JOHN C, LIVAS Special Contributor

Michael Waters, a professor of anthropology and geography at Texas AEM

the barbed-wire fences and made
short-lived escapes. Theyy hung a
flag from the camp water tow-
er and laughed at the Americans
trying to remove it.

“The Amerticans were just obliv-
jous,” says Dr. Waters. “When they
did erack down, they found enough
electroni¢ parts in the barracks to
build two broadcasting stations.
And it was all out in the open. One
guy had a pistol he had smuggled
into the camp in his canteen, He
could take apart the two halves of
the canteen and remove the gun.
He cleaned it every evening and
putitback in the canteen, which al-
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and vemind them of home,” Dr.

more
was behind the luvslor_\ in (umpou.ud Two at Camp Hearne.
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Dr. Waters found the remnants of the castle fountain during his research. “The round white ring is the conerete that formed

the moat.
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Resources

For more information about Camp

Hearne, visit De. Walers"Web site,

hittpe//nautarch tamu edu/anth
fwaters/

ways hung on his wall in full view.”

Sinister power

The guards also were unaware
of a conflict smoldering among the
prisoners. Most of the POWs were
ordinary citizens who had been
drafted into the German army.
Many despised Hitler and the Nuzi
Party and wouldn't be sorry to see
them lose the war. Other prisaners
were dedicated Nazis who formed
thémselves into & miniature army
of thugs to enforce discipline and
exercise control over the prisoners
whodidn't toe the Nazi line.

The Nazis even published a
camp newspaper called The Warn-
ing. Its message was a thteat:
*Don't forget who you are. You're a
German soldier and you'd bitter
act like one.” Under the noses of
the guards, they harassed and beat
unti-Nazi prisoners, and pven
murdered one.

Cpl. Hugo Kmus was an Ameri-
ean of German parentage whi had
returned to the home countryfor a
visit and, while there, was con-
seripted into the army. He spoke
openly ngainst Hitler at Camp
Heamne and expressed hope that
America would win the war The
Nazi thugs, suspecting he wasa spy
for the guards, beat him to death
one night in the barmacks. The oth-
er prisoners pretended not to no-
tice.

“He was buried at Camp
Hearne,” Dr. Waters says. “After

the war, the bodies of prisoners
were disinterred. Ifthe family back
in Europe requested a prisoner’s
remains, they were sent there. No-
body ever claimed Kraus' body, He
was reburied in the national ceme-
tery at Fort Sam Houston in San
Antonio. A lot of POWs are buried
there.”

The escape

There was only one serious at-
tempt to escape Camp Heame.
The fugitives were recaptunsd a
few hours later, shivering in the
Brazos River bottom. Other at-
tempts, savs Dr. Waters, were more
for spart.

“They just wanted to get out for
a while and walk around and see
the countryside before they got
caught. One guy was canght be-
cause he was marching down the
road singing German marching
songs. He didn't care. He was ready
to get picked up.”

Punishments for escape were
mild. usually a few days in the
stockade.

A few years ago, o vanload of
former POWs eame from Germa-
ny to reminisce and relive their
days as prisoners at Camp Hearne.
Their van wore & banner that gead:
A timental Journey”™ At the
site of the camp, they laughed and
swapped yarns with two former
guards who had joined them for
the reunion.

“One of the former guards be-
came {riends with one of the for-
mer POWSs,” Dr. Waters says. The
German's  grandchildren _eame
over ane summer and spent two
weeks in Ohio, and the Americans
went from Ohio to Germany for
two weeks and stayed with' the
family of the POW.”

Dr. Waters interviewed the for-
mer prisoners about their experi-
ences at Hearne, and correspond-
ed with several others in Germany,
including a few who kept journals
or wrote memairs of their POW

FCArs,

One of them, Willi Nellessen,
wrote the foreword to Lone Star
Stalag.

*“1 am grateful both to God and
the Americans who stood guard at
Camp Hearne during those terri-
ble last two years of the war,” he
says. “Our captors minded the
rules as long as the war lasted and
we were impressed with the toler
ance shown by the American offi-
cirs, guards and farmers. 1t all was
somewhat unusual for us.”

Ms. Lazarus, who hopes
remaining pieces of Camp Hearne
will someday be a park, believes
that’s the important part of the sto-

a2
" “We honored the Geneva Con-
ventions. We treated our prisoners
the same way we treated our sol-
diers. There was no differentiation,
except that the prisoners were re-
maved from the fighting, It was
h 1e treatment.

‘And I think we were one of the
few countries that really, really
tried to do that. We honored our
commitment. And that's impor
tant to know.”
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