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The Editor’s Page — Stories of Mathews and
Gloucester County, Virginia

Our constant search for clues to our ancestor's past can best be found in church,
census and military records. Early community involvement and neighborhood
relationships were reflected in church rosters and parish registries. These surname
relationships are further reinforced by the county census records that help define family
interactions, wealth, and proximity of children (descendants) to those founding families.

Roane Hunt’s probing analysis of the Westville Christian Church members and 1800’s
census returns of Gloucester County is an informative example of this church -census data
relationship.

Gayle Mandell’s article further explores the migrations
between counties and the frequency of surnames as family
members married their neighbors. She investigates the Williams
and Gayle connections among others.

History and family are combined in Roger Davis’ article
about Brock’s Store at Wicomico and Woodrow Ambrose’s tenure
as postmaster. Robert Harper uses archaeology to search for the
site of John Clayton’s plantation and house.

Our Society enjoyed Cathy Williamson’s talk on “Finding g o
Your Immigrant Ancestor’s Ship.” Roger Davis has compiled : 65 -
information from her notes for our distant members. He has also B
assembled some of the stories recalled by Charles Kerns, Sr., TR il
about early Gloucester when “Charlie” talked to the Society in
January.

Roger C. Davis

Pat Perkinson shares a poem with those “Preservationists” among us who enjoy old
houses and all the rewards of living in them as well as the agonies of fixing them up. Her
sense of humor is refreshing!

A wealth of family genealogy material about Gloucester and Mathews families still
remains hidden in boxes and attics. Your editor encourages you to dig into this storehouse
of pictures and family information and turn it into an informative article for the Family
Tree Searcher. Your grandchildren will be delighted!

Roger Caldwell Davis, Editor
The Family Tree Searcher
olddad@inna.net

Society Web Site: http://www.rootsweb.com/~vaggsv/
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Founders of the Westville Christian Church
of Mathews County, Virginia

by L. Roane Hunt

Introduction

The Westville Christian Church was established on December 12, 1858, and the congregation
moved into their present building on November 20, 1859. The building stands as an important land-
mark in the history of Mathews County, set back from the main street of Mathews Courthouse with a
front yard and brick walkway that leads to its front door, as shown in the photograph below. The
photo-inset shows its sign near the street, which displays its current activities. The church helped
establish two other Christian Churches in Mathews County: Oak Grove at Mobjack and Holly Grove
at North. In 1943, Holly Grove united with Westville, and Oak Grove and Westville began a joint
pastorate. Westville maintained its distinction among the larger denominations of the county, which
included the Methodist, the Baptist, and the Episcopal Church derived from the Anglican Church of
the Colonial Kingston Parish.

The founders
of Westville Chris-
tian Church in-
cluded many repre-
sentatives from
prominent Mathews
families, such as
Billups, Bohannon,
and Green. In the
early 1990s, the
church provided a r
typed version of ‘ g
their “permanent
record of member-
ship” that included
its charter member-

ship.! Like many

Photograph of Westville Christian Church taken in the
Summer of 2002. Built in 1859, it is tucked back off the
main street in Mathews Courthouse beside the newly
renovated public library. Its sign in the foreground
describes the church’s activities.
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Founders of the Westville Christian Church

such transcribed documents, this record was subject to errors of spelling interpretation as the hand-
written record was typed. Also, in some cases, it is difficult to make positive identification of
individual members. A great tool in this work was the publication of the 1860 Mathews census,
taken within two years after the church charter was established. Fortunately, the recent publication
of the 1860 census provides a complete index that includes every individual for direct comparison

with the church membership.?

The present article attempts to describe the families involved in the formation of this church.
Also, to understand the personal philosophy of these founding families, an overview of the Baptist
controversy that produced this church is given. This background information is intended to aid in
our understanding of our ancestors who either fought to stay within the existing churches or chose
to form new churches. It should be noted that churches that continue over long time periods do not
necessarily retain the doctrine on which they were established, even when distinct formal creeds and
confessions are adopted. This means that the old issues associated with churches mentioned in this
article should not necessarily be considered the doctrines of the present churches.

Local Church History

The weekly church bulletin of Westville states: “The founding members, influenced by the
teachings of Alexander Campbell, organized Westville Christian Church...” Alexander Campbell
came to America from Scotland and led a national movement, first within the Baptist Church, and
then the Disciples of Christ. His movement in Eastern Virginia was led by Peter Ainslie who began

his pastorate with Mathews Baptist Church in 1821.% Subsequently, he pastored in Gloucester* and

York Counties until he was dismissed from the Dover Baptist Association of Virginia in 1832.°
According to the history of Mathews Baptist Church, he continued his influence in Mathews County,
and many of their members who aligned with Peter Ainslie were dismissed. The Church itself

suffered probation for the next three years.’

This disciplinary action of Mathews Baptist Church precipitated the formation of a new church
consisting of the “Reformers” that were excluded from the Baptist Church. In 1835, Ephesus Church
was organized at the “Glebe” home of Joseph Bohannon, son-in-law of Peter Ainslie. By 1837, this

church had built the Ephesus Meeting House at Hyco Corner in Mathews Courthouse.” The Westville
Christian Church Constitution states that in 1858, the Ephesus Church was in a “divided and

distracted state” and that they were “totally and hopelessly disorganized.” &

What were the issues that produced this national movement and the local efforts to protect old
churches and to form new churches? The answer to this question is relative to our interest because

it defines the philosophy of Baptists, and to some degree, the Methodists.” The membership of
these two churches represented a large portion of Mathews County. The driving issue for Alexander

Campbell and his followers was for the unity of all Christian churches.!® The issues that resulted
were the diminished emphasis upon the work of the Holy Spirit of God and the increased emphasis
upon the ability of humans to intellectually decide to believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God. In
the nineteenth century, this offended Baptists because of their teaching of God’s intervention in the
faith of mankind. Also, it offended the Methodists of that day who emphasized the work of the
Holy Spirit to stir the emotion of those seeking the holy life. Therefore, the founders of these new
churches, including Westville of Mathews, tended to be those who believed that churches should
appeal to the intellect or human reason to assess the Scriptures and make the proper decision to
obey God’s command. They did not expect supernatural solutions or intervention by God to cause a
proper human response. (A full discussion of these issues is far beyond the scope of this article.)
As a result of this great debate, Westville Christian Church was established as part of a new
denomination, and it was the popular choice of intellectuals and professionals, including doctors,
lawyers, educators, merchants and farmers with large estates. This denomination, known as the
Disciples of Christ, did not reach the status of the major denominations, I believe, because the major
denominations adopted much of what Alexander Campbell and the new denomination were
advocating, thus diminishing the differences.
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Founders of the Westville Christian Church

Founders of Westville

Who were the founders of Westville Christian Church? The first table lists the fifteen charter
members, five men and ten women. The alphabetical list of members shows the multiple represen-
tations of prominent families of Mathews. Individuals are identified primarily with the aid of the
1860 census data. Additional assistance came from general genealogical data and some notations in
the church records. Each individual is described by their profession, real and personal wealth, and
slave holdings as provided by the census record. The professional status for many individuals
corresponds to that of the head of household under which that person was listed. The five men
were merchants and farmers of substantial real estate holdings. The women were the wives of
doctors and a county official, as well as other merchants and prominent farmers. The total wealth
of the households of charter members shows a substantial portion of the total populace wealth.

The second table lists the members that were added to the church before the end 1858.
Thirty-three additional members are listed, and many of them were the spouses and families of the
charter members. The “(E)” is used to denote the members joining the church, who had been
members of the Ephesus Church. The relationships and the professional status are provided from
the census data. The wealth and slave holdings listed in the second table are the amounts not listed
for the charter members of the first table. The wealth associated with 48 members enrolled in the
first month explains their ability to finance, in less than a year, the construction of the main church
building that stands today. The 1860 census lists the church building of “Disciples” to
accommodate 400 persons. The professions associated with the additional members include many
more merchants and farmers, and at least two teachers. Surveying the surnames of these tables, we

recognize many prominent families that made significant contributions to the development and
prosperity of Mathews County.

Charter Members of Westville Christian Church

Mathews Courthouse, Virginia
December 12, 1858

Surname First Profession Real Personal |Slaves
Armistead |Clarissa (Barnum) |wf of John N. Armistead, Merchant $1,300 $5,200
Barnum  |Elijah girrfgj;]gf‘uiggmer husband of $15,000| $75,000| 41
Billups Esther
Billups Susan A. $10,000| 13
Bohannon |John, Jr. Farmer $5,500 $4,000 5
Bohannon |Mary Eliza wf of Edmond W. Bohannon, Farmer $4,000f $15,000| 29
Browne Julia A. wf of Christopher J. Browne, Farmer $16,000| $16,000| 21
Garnett Sarah M. (Barnum) |wf of Dr. James H. Garnett, Physician $5,000f $20,000| 28
Green George W. Farmer $2,000 $2,000 5
Green John W. Coach Maker $100
Green William Farmer $1,000 $100
Hudgins |Julia (Tod) [sic] wf of Holder Hudgins II, Farmer $30,000| $50,000| 61
Miller Emory (James) wf of Shepard G. Miller, Clerk of Court | $30,000{ $44,000| 37
Moore Mary C. Seamstress
Shultice  |Mary (Jarvis) wi of Dr. William Shultice, Physician & | g0 000| $120,000| 48

Totals $189,800| $361,400| 288
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Founders of the Westville Christian Church

Additional Members of Westville Christian Church in 1859

Mathews Courthouse, Virginia

Surname First Profession Real Personal |Slaves
Barnum Lucy A. 2nd wf of Elijah Barnum (charter member)
Billups (E) Julia ) ) 20,000 40,000| 45
- dau. of Robert & Elizabeth Billups, Farmer
Billups (E) Roberta C.
Bohannon Anianna dau of Joseph & Jane P. Ainslie Bohannon
(members)
Bohannon (E) |Ebenezer Tailor & Farmer 4,300 5,760 8
Bohannon (E) |[Edmond W. husband of Mary Eliza Bohannon (charter
Bohannon Elizabeth End wf of Americus W. Bohannon, Tailor & 2.000 4,500
armer
Bohannon Elizabeth (Lizzie) dau of Edmond W. & Mary Elizabeth
Bohannon (charter member)
Bohannon Jane (Ainslie) wf of Joseph Bohannon (see below)
Bohannon (E) |Joseph Tailor & Postmaster, husband of Jane Anslie 3,000 9,000 9
Bohannon Leah Catherine dau of Joseph & Jane P. Ainslie Bohannon
(members)
Bohannon () |Mattie L. dau. of John & Zelica Bohannon (charter
member)
Bohannon Rebecca dau of William & Rosamond Billups
Bohannon, Farmer
Bohannon (E) |William Farmer, husband of Rosamond Billups 6,000 28,000| 29
Bohannon (E) |Zelica wf of John Bohannon (charter member)
Brown Ellen (Richardson) wf of William H. Brown, Teacher 10,500 8,500
Browne Christopher J. Farmer 16,000 16,000 22
Burke Sallie F. (Atkinson) |wf of John J. Burke, Jr., Farmer 3,000 38,575
Fitchett Eliza G. dau. of William & S. Fitchett
Foster Esther wf of George W. Foster 1,000 30
Foster Rebecca (James) dau Of. Thomas & Frances James, wf of 3,000 4,000
Baldwin Foster, Seaman
Gayle Lizzie Seamstress, widow of William H. Gayle 50
Green (E) Charlotte B. wf of George W. Green (charter member)
Green Nancy Ann wf of William Green (charter member)
Green Virginia (Hughes) John William Green (charter member)
Hudgins Nannie (Wright) wf of Thomas J. Hudgins, Farmer (See below)
Hudgins Thomas J. Farmer, son of John Lewis & Mary Anderson 10,000 13,000
Lane (E) Mary A. H. wf of Walter G. Lane, Sr., Hotel Keeper 15,000 13,000| 24
(Barkswell)
Lane (E) Virginia V. (Billups) |wf of Walter G. Lane, Jr., Merchant 2,000
Parrott Susan E. Teacher, widow 3,000 2,000
Sibley Frances (James) wf of Robert S. Sibley, Farmer 10,000 9,100
White (E) John Blacksmith 700 520 0
Williams Esther (Bohannon) |Farmer, widow of Thomas Williams, 1,200 160
Total $108,700| $194,195| 137
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Founders of the Westville Christian Church

Families of the Westville Founders

The written history of Westville does not include a narrative describing the church activities of
its early years, which included about four years of the Civil War. The only indication as to the
church leadership was the list of elders that included E. Bohannon, William Bohannon, C. J. Browne,
John Green, and John White. The first pastor listed was Peter Ainslie, the son of the Peter Ainslie

that led the debate that produced this new church.'! The church record gives us much more infor-
mation to define which families were active in those initial years of Westville Christian Church.

Billups- The Billups name is compounded by the prominent Elijah Barnum, who came from

Connecticut and married Clarissa Billups of
Mathews. He was a charter member and two of
his daughters, Clarissa and Sarah, joined their
father on this distinguished list. The first family
chart is presented for Elijah Barnum showing his
two daughters and his second wife, Lucy. The
asterisk is placed by names that are included as
members in the church record. Many of the
Billups were the children of Robert Billups,
brother of Clarissa Billups Barnum. Robert and
Clarissa were children of Christopher Billups and
Mary Sharborough Williams.'> Many of Robert’s
children were members of Westville, and Virginia
married Walter G. Lane, Jr., who was also a mem-
ber. Christopher had another son, John, who
married a Mary Barnum, and he had two daugh-
ters that married the prominent Gloucester

citizen, Joel Hayes.!> Two other women, Esther
and Susan A. Billups, were charter members, but I
was unable to determine their family relations.
Another Billups of interest was Hugh G. Billups,
who provided the land on which Ebenezer Baptist
Church was established in Gloucester in 1826 by
Peter Ainslie.

Bohannon The second major family group
included as founders of Westville was the
Bohannon family, but I was unable to connect
these families. Nancy Billups was married to Dr.
John Gordon Bohannon, and at least three of their
children were included in Westville membership,
as indicated in the third set of family charts. His
sons, George W., Americus, and Dr. John G., Jr.,
and their families are listed. The family of
William B. Bohannon was also engaged in the
Westville church. His son, John, and his two
daughters and their families were very active in
the church. The families of Joseph Bohannon,
Edmond W. Bohannon, and Ebenezer Bohannon
were also fully engaged in Westville. Their ages
were such that they all could have been sons of
Dr. Bohannon or William B. Bohannon, or they

Billups Family

Elijah Barnum,* b. 1797, m1. Clarissa Billups,
m2. Lucy__ 2?2 ,*b. May 1810
Sarah M. Barnum,* b. Jan 22, 1829, m. Dr.
James H. Garnett, b. Dec 11, 1827
Clara S. Garnett,* b. 1852, m. Walter Rufus
Stoakes, b. 1847
Eva Garnett,* b. 1854
Lucy Garnett,* b. Sept 1, 1857, m. James H.
Armistead, b. Jan 27, 1854
Ruby H. Garnett,* b. 1860
Henry B. Garnett, b. Sept 6, 1862
Mary H. Garnett, b. Oct 21, 1865
Clarissa Barnum,* b. 1833, m. John N.
Armistead, b. 1821
Leavin Armistead, b. Oct 7, 1850
Dora Armistead,* b. 1852, m. A. D. Armistead,
b. 1835

Robert Billups, b. Apr 1, 1796, m. Sarah
Elizabeth _? ,b.Feb 17,1801

Mary R. Billups, b. 1823

Sarah Elizabeth Billups, b. 1824, m. Joshua
Gayle, b. 1824

Martha L. Gayle,* b. 1852, m. Walter Rufus
Stoakes, b. 1847

Christopher S. Billups, b. Mar 7, 1826, m.
MarthaH.__? ,b.1849

Virginia W. Billups,* b. July 16, 1829, m. Walter
G. Lane,* b. Sept 7, 1829

Julia S. Billups,* b. Jan 21, 1832

Robert S. Billups,*b. 1835, m. Mary E. __?__*
b. 1839

Roberta C. Billups,* b. 1838

George Thomas Billups,* 1841

*

Members of Westville Christian Church

could have been nephews of these two men. Joseph Bohannon was the husband of Jane Ainslie,
daughter of Peter Ainslie, and it was their home where the first church in this movement was
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Founders of the Westville Christian Church

Bohannon Family

Dr. John Gordon Bohannon b. 1784, m.
Nancy Billups
George W. Bohannon,* b. 1816, m. Lucy D. _ ?
_,*b.1819
Aurelius P. Bohannon,* b. 1843
John W. Bohannon,* b. 1845, m. India_? , b.
1852
Ann E. Bohannon,* b. 1848
George B. Bohannon, b. 1850
Mary G. Bohannon,* b. 1853
James H. Bohannon,* b. 1857
Americus W. Bohannon, b. 1823, m. Elizabeth

? ,*b.1831
Dr. John G. Bohannon,* b. 1828, m. Laura S.
? ,*b.1832

Richard L. Bohannon,* b. 1851
Charles G. Bohannon,* 1853
Rassan D. Bohannon,* 1855
Henry B. Bohannon,* 1858
William Bohannon,* Mar 16, 1865

Ebenezer Bohannon,* b. 1817, m. Elizabeth
_ 7?7 ,b.1816
Cornelius E. Bohannon,* b. 1840, m. Eliza G.
Fitchett,* b. 1839
Alice Bohannon, b. 1849
Sallie B. Bohannon,* b. 1851
Fannie G. Bohannon,* b. 1854

William B. Bohannon, b. 1778
William Bohannon, b. 1800, m. Rosamond
Billups, b. 1805
Esther Bohannon,* b. 1801, m. Thomas
Williams
Marshall Williams,* b. 1830, m. Leah Catherine
Bohannon,* b. 1843
Thomas James Williams, 1836
John Wesley Williams,* 1836, m. Lizzie
Bohannon,* b. 1837
William Sidney Williams,* b. 1838
John Bohannon,* b. 1807, m. ZelicaP.__? *
b. 1815
Amanda E. Bohannon, b. 1834
William P. Bohannon, b. 1836
Mary E. Bohannon,* b. 1838
Martha F. Bohannon,*b. 1840
James G. Bohannon, b. 1845
Frances J. Bohannon,* b. 1848
S. Bohannon, m. William Fitchett
Augustine Fitchett, b. 1836
Eliza G. Fitchett,* b. 1839, m. Cornelius E.
Bohannon,* b. 1840
William E. Fitchett,* b. 1841, m. Mary E.
James,* b. 1844

Edmond W. Bohannon* b. 1810, m. Mary
Elizabeth _ ?_,*b. 1822

Lizzie Bohannon,* b. 1837, m. John Wesley
Williams,* b. 1838
Alexander C. Bohannon, b. 1840

*  Member of Westville Christian Church

Joseph Bohannon,* b. 1808, m. Jane P.
Ainslie,* b. 1814

Eliza Bohannon, b. 1836

Arianna B. Bohannon,* b. 1838

Joseph E. Bohannon, b. 1840

Leah Catherine Bohannon, b. 1843, m.
Marshall Williams,* b. 1830

Christopher Bohannon,* b. 1845

Wickliff Bohannon,* b. 1849

Alice Bohannon,* 1855

established. In the early 1830s, she was a co-worker with her father in his participation in
temperance meetings in Middlesex when he had his farm in Gloucester and served as pastor of
Grafton Baptist Church in York County.!* There were so many Bohannon members active in
Westville that it is difficult to distinguish between them for proper identification.

James- The children of Thomas James and Frances Lewis were key members of Westville.
Their daughter, Emory, married Dr. Shepard G. Miller, and she was one of the charter members. Her
brother, Alexander James, preached to the church prior to the Civil War. He served as an officer in
the war, and he died at sea following the war in 1867. Additional James children are included in the
next family chart, and it shows that many of the descendents were members of Westville.
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Founders of the Westville Christian Church

James Family

Green Family

Thomas James, b. Feb 24,1777, m. Frances

Lewis, b. 1785
Emory James,* b. Oct 1816, m. Shepard G.
Miller, b. Sept 19, 1808
Mary Ida Miller,* b. Feb 18, 1855, m. Julius G.
Miller, b. 1840
Lucy G. Miller,* Jan 22, 1858
Alexander James,* b. Nov 8, 1817, m. Harriett
F. Miller, b. July 30, 1822
Alexander James, Jr.,* b. Feb 26, 1845, m.
Georgia Armistead,* b. Nov 22, 1852
Leonidas James,* b. Jan 7, 1820, m. Emily
Jane _? ,*b.Oct22,1828
Emma A. James,* b. 1851, m. Charles L.
Armistead, b. 1845
Willie A. James,* b. 1856

Rebecca James,* b. May 7, 1825, m. Baldwin
Foster, b. July 27,1815

Lemuel James, b. June 10, 1827, m1. Maria
Anderson, m2. Columbia Williams

Mary Frances James,* b. Jan 30, 1827, m.
RobertL. Sibley,*b. Oct12,1812

George W. Green,* b. 1808, m. Charlotte B.
? ’*

Sarah E. Green, b. 1838

Mary E. Green, b. 1842

William B. Green,* b. 1844, m. JuliaD. _? ,b.

1865

George P. Green, b. 1846

Laura S. Green, b. 1848

Ann B. Green, b. 1852

John J. Green, b. 1853

Charlotte Green, b. 1854

Charles Wesley Green, b. 1854

Washington E. Green, b. 1859

*  Member of Westville Christian Church

Green- The Green family was represented by

the families of George W. Green and William

William Green,* b. 1805, m. Ann Richardson,*
John W. Green,* b. July 9,1833 m. Virginia
Hughes,* b. Mar 9, 1836
Cornelia Ann Green, b. 1860
Cephas L. Green,* Sept 6, 1872
Sarah E. Green, b. 1838, m. James B. Williams,
b. 1838
Adelaid Green,* b. 1844
Mary E. Green, b. 1845, m. John W. White, b.
1840

Green. They were probably related, but I was unable to determine the relationship. They were well
represented from the beginning, and their families are presented in the third set of family charts.

Three of the Green men were charter members.

Hudgins- Julia Tod Hudgins, the third wife of Houlder Hudgins II, was an important charter
member of Westville. This family was very wealthy prior to the Civil War, with ownership of
shipyards and large tracts of land in Mathews, as well as surrounding counties. They extended their
ship-building enterprise to Elizabeth City County, and owned a large tract of land, part of which
became Langley Air Force Base. This family had been leaders in the Mathews Baptist Church and
had fought to keep the church in the Dover Baptist Association when the followers of Peter Ainslie
sought to withdraw.!®> Hudgins family history claims that Houlder Hudgins II built the Mathews
Baptist Church for his brother-in-law, Thomas Muse Hunley.'® However, the Mathews Baptist Church
history does not acknowledge this significant contribution. Actually, Houlder Hudgins II was
baptized in the Westville Christian Church at the end of the Civil War, on October 28, 1865. His
nephew, Thomas J. Hudgins, later served the church as an Elder, and his son by a previous marriage
became a member. It appears that Julia Hudgins persuaded at least a portion of the Hudgins family

to join the Reformed Baptist Church of Westville.

Mary Shultice- She is listed as a charter member, and she was the wife of Dr. William Shultice
from Fredericksburg, VA. Mary was the daughter of John D. Jarvis, '’ and her brother, John Jarvis,
married Susan Ainslie, another daughter of Peter Ainslie. This shows another family and religious
philosophy connection. It is surprising that John and Susan Jarvis were not members of the
Westville Church, since they were listed in Mathews in the 1860 census. Generally, the strong family
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Founders of the Westville Christian Church

ties of the church founders continued in subsequent family generations of church members. The
Shultice family moved to Goochland County, VA, according to the land tax records of 1872.

Julia A. Browne- She is listed as a charter member, and she was the wife of Christopher J.
Browne from King William County, VA. The family connection of Julia is not known to the author of
this article. The church record of Christopher J. Browne is not consistent because he was not listed
as a member, but he is included in the list of elders. The Browne family continued their church
membership in later generations.

Concluding Remarks

The Westville Christian Church began on December 12, 1858, on the momentum achieved by
the Ephesus Christian Church that had separated from the Mathews Baptist Church in 1835. In the
brief period before the Civil War, they built a significant church structure to serve 400 persons, a
membership of about 60 and their families. Westville, and the movement they represented, sought
to recover a church like that of the first century AD that would unite all churches with an appeal to
human reason to believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God and their Savior. Westville has stood for
church unity in the county and social reform throughout its history. The strong family ties were an
important factor in their initial accomplishments, and these ties continued to compound as the
descendants of key families married each other for many generations, as shown in the church
record. The foundation formed during its earliest generations has carried it into the twenty-first
century. ¥

End Notes:

Membership record was provided by Walter Scott Hunley,
elder of Westville Christian Church.

Bradley, Dr. Stephen E.: The 1860 Federal Census,
Mathews County, Virginia, 150 pp, 1998.

History of the Mathews Baptist Church, Hudgins, VA,
1991, p. 2. Mathews Baptist Church was constituted as
Kingston Baptist Church in 1775 when Mathews was part
of Gloucester County. It was located about two miles

east of Gwynn’s Island where Lord Dunmore, governor of
Colonial Virginia, took sanctuary at the beginning of the
war. “In 1821 Elder Peter Ainslie removed from Black
Creek in Hanover County and took the pastoral charge of
this church which he continued to hold until the
ordination of Elder John Daingerfield in 1825 who served
as pastor of the church until 1835. Some of the
members of this church were among the earliest
adherents of the peculiar views of Mr. Alexander
Campbell.”

Dutton, C. H., History of Ebenezer Baptist Church,
Gloucester, VA, Minutes of Mid -Tidewater Baptist
Association. “In 1826 Ebenezer was constituted with 34
members and was received into the Dover Association
that year. Her first pastor was Elder Peter Ainslie who
served only two years.” The Gloucester Land Tax
Records show one acre listed to Peter Ainslie, trustee for
meeting house, 8 miles north of the courthouse. Mr.
Ainslie’s 532 acre farm was located nearby. He was
listed as trustee until 1908, 73 years beyond his death.

Saunders, Robert L., Jr., The History of the Grafton
Baptist Church, 1777-1977, Grafton, VA, pp. 15-23,

Grafton Baptist Church was the first Baptist church 9

established on the Lower Peninsula, a few years before
General Cornwallis surrendered to General George
Washington, a few miles north at Yorktown. “In 1827
Peter Ainslie became pastor of Grafton Baptist Church.
Ainslie was born near Edinburgh, Scotland, on November
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27,1788, and he migrated to America in 1811.” Ainslie
stated, “In the spring of 1827, I extended my labors to
York County and in the summer of this year a great work
of grace commenced at Grafton in that county, and large
numbers united with all the Baptist churches of that
section. I was called to take charge of the Grafton
Church, which I accepted and in the fall of the year I
engaged an overseer for my farm in Gloucester and
moved with my wife and children to Yorktown.” The
1832 meeting of the Dover Baptist Association voted to
exclude Peter Ainslie and five other ministers for
“promoting controversy and discord under the specious
name of ‘Reformers.”” In the early years of the Alexander
Campbell movement, his followers were called
“Reformers.” On February 9, 1835, Peter Ainslie
drowned when his boat was crushed by ice in the
Mattoponi River. He was attempting to unite a slave with
his wife that was being sold.

History of the Mathews Baptist Church, Hudgins, VA,
1991, p. 2. “Elder Ainslie, to whom the church was
devotedly attached, settled in York County, but
occasionally visited them.” Elders John Daingerfield and
Mathew Gayle attempted to remove the Baptist churches
of Mathews from the Dover Association, but Deacon
Thomas Hudgins begged the association to continue
their membership. The “Reformers” were excluded and
the Mathews Baptist Church was re -established in 1835.

Westville Christian Church, Mathews, VA.

Constitution and By-Laws of Westville Christian Church,
Article I, Basis of Organization, December 12, 1858.

Saunders, Robert L., Jr., The History of the Grafton
Baptist Church, 1777-1977, Grafton, VA, pp. 31-36. This
is an account by Dr. G. Lane Corbin, King and Queen
County, of a debate between York County ministers: Rev.
James B. L. Williams, Methodist, and Rev. John Curtis,

(Continued on page 15)
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The Eastville—Westville Mystery
Connections Between Mathews/Gloucester County
and Northampton County, Virginia

by Gayle Mandell

An area of Mathews County, formed from Gloucester in 1791 and known as the
Westville District, lies directly opposite the small community of Eastville on the Eastern
Shore in Northampton County, Virginia. In studying the history of both areas, certain
references indicate this is more than just a coincidence. A number of families whose
origins can be traced to Northampton County ultimately settled in Kingston Parish of
Gloucester County - and vice versa. They also traveled back and forth; although the will of
one William Jarvis - a relative of Francis and Ann Jarvis - stipulated that he would

disinherit anyone who moved to the T K
M e W
western shore of the Chesapeake. AR U pae

The question is this. What, exactly, is [\
the origin of the Eastville - Westville  |'% b
connection?

Eastville became the county seat
for Northampton County about 1715.
However, the area comprising the
Eastern Shore of Virginia has much
earlier origins. It was one of the eight [»
original shires and was first explored [+
by Captain John Smith in 1608. By
1619, a permanent English settlement [**
had been established on the narrow
peninsula located between the
Atlantic Ocean and Chesapeake Bay.
It was called * Ye Plantacon of
Accawmacke,” after the Indian word
meaning “over the water.”

In 1643, the name of the area Locations of Eastville and Westville, Virginia
was changed to Northampton, after
Northamptonshire in England. In 1663, the peninsula was divided into two counties -
Northampton and Accomack - and the first courthouse was built at the “Towne,” a small
settlement between Cherrystone Inlet and Kings Creek on the bayside. However, in 1677 a
new site was selected at an area known as “ The Hornes,” which later became Peachburg
Town and finally Eastville. It has been the county seat of Northampton County for over
three hundred years. A courthouse was built there in 1731 at a cost of 50,000 pounds of
tobacco. Some sixty years later, the building had become too small for the growing
population and a new one was erected in 1795. This structure was later replaced by the
present courthouse, built in 1899, which houses the oldest continuous court records in the
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The Eastville Westville Mystery

nation, dating from 1632.

Between the years 1640 and 1645, several surnames appeared in the court records of
Northampton County which also appeared in records of Kingston Parish, Gloucester
County. It should be noted that relationships have not been established and that variations

in spelling were common.

MOORE SMARTE
MORGAN TURNER
MYLES TOMPKINS
PITT VAUGHN
POOLE WATERS
POWELL WELLS
READE WEST
SAVAGE WILLIAMS
SCARBOROUGH WISE
SMITH YOUNG

ADDAMS FOSTER
BLUNT GARNETT
BROWNE GAYLE
COOKE GWYNN
CUNNINGHAM HALL
DAVIS JARVIS
DIXON LILLY
DYER LONG
EDWARDS LUCAS
ELLIOTT MILLER
EVANS MINIFIE

During the 1700’s, the surnames
appearing in estate records for
Northampton County can also be found
in Kingston Parish, Gloucester. These
include Nottingham, Goffigon, Benthall,
Webb, Pitts, Smith, Burris, Jarvis, Wilkins,
Powell, Savage, Elliott, Turner, Wilson,
Turpin, Dunton, Harmanson and
Parramore, to name a few. Interesting
comparisons can be made between the
names on these estate records and those
on early land grants in Gloucester
County.

WILLIAMS FAMILY CONNECTION

Of particular note among the
inhabitants of the Eastern Shore was the
family of Samuel Williams, later of
Kingston Parish. Samuel descends from
Michael Williams (1617 - ¢.1650) of
Gravesend, England, who came to the
colonies on August 21, 1635. In 1646, he
patented land near Franktown on
Nassawadox Creek in Northampton
County and called his patent Holly Grove.
His son, Thomas Williams, apparently

Vol. 7, No. 1

Samuel Williams, b. Nov 25, 1725, m. Nov 7, 1753
+Sarah Haffoman
John Williams, b. Aug 17, 1754, m.1 Aug 11, 1775, Edith
Nottingham, dau. of Thomas & Scarborough
Nottingham; m.2 Aug 17, 1787, Margaret Glanville;
m.3 Jun 12, 1793, Margaret Goffigon
William Williams, b. Apr 9, 1759, d. Sep 28, 1801, m.1 Apr
29, 1786, Mary Nottingham, dau. of Thomas &
Scarborough Nottingham; m.2 Aug 3, 1795, Leah
Goffigon, d. 1798, buried Williams Family Cemetery,
Mathews.
Thomas Williams, b. May 5, 1759, d. Sep 19, 1823, m.1
May 15, 1793, Susan Billups, d. May 31, 1764, m.2
Oct 18, 1804, Mary Lilly Billups, b. Jan 1, 1785, d.
Jun 25, 1857
*2nd wife of Samuel Williams, m. Dec 4, 1764,
+Sarah Dunton
Pollie Williams, b. Oct 18, 1765, m.1 Mar 31, 1785, Capt.
Gabriel Hughes
Margaret Williams, b. Jul 5, 1768, m.2 Jun 12, 1790, Levin
Gayle, son of John & Susanna Davis Gayle
*3rd wife of Samuel Williams, m. Dec 12,1772,
+Margaret Nottingham, d. Oct 1, 1810, dau. of
Thomas & Scarborough Nottingham
Sarah Scarbrough Williams, m. Col. Christopher Billups,
b. Jul 31, 1763
Elizabeth Williams, m. John Dixon Jarvis
Hannah Williams, m. Dr. Briggs
Susan Williams, m. Capt. Francis Bright
Margaret “Peggy” Williams, m. Mr. Dean
Mary Fountain Williams, m. Dr. Seth Sheppard
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The Eastville Westville Mystery

moved from Holly Grove and owned an estate known as Williamston on Annamessex Creek
in Somerset County, Maryland. His wife was Frances Robinson and children were Thomas,
Sarah, Hannah, Elizabeth, Mary and John Williams, born on Feb. 20, 1692/3.

The son, John Williams, married three times - to Sarah Beauchamp, Mary Fountain
and Elizabeth Polk. John and Mary Fountain Williams, his second wife, had several
children, one of whom was Samuel Williams, born on November 25, 1725. Samuel moved
from his father’s estate of Williamston back to Northampton County and, on November 7,
1753, married Sarah Haggoman of Oak Grove, a descendant of Sir George Yeardley and his
wife Temperance Flowerdew. He lived on the family estate, Holly Grove, located just north
of Eastville. Following Sarah’s death, Samuel married Sarah Dunton on December 4, 1764.
When his second wife died, Samuel married Margaret Nottingham, daughter of Thomas
and Scarborough Nottingham of Lebanon, later Millford, on December 12, 1772. Samuel
and Margaret Nottingham Williams left the Eastern Shore in 1774 and settled in Kingston
Parish, Gloucester County, Virginia., where Margaret died on October 1, 1810. The children
of Samuel Williams for three marriages are presented in the chart on the previous page.

GAYLE FAMILY CONNECTION

Another Gloucester family with ties to Northampton County were the Gayles. From
the Williams family discussion above, Margaret Williams - daughter of Samuel and Sarah
Dunton Williams - married Levin Gayle. Though it has not been proven, Levin is probably
part of the family of Hunley Gayle of Kingston Parish who was engaged in shipbuilding in
Mathews and in Baltimore, Maryland. Circumstantial evidence indicates that Hunley Gayle
had connections on the Eastern Shore of Virginia and Maryland.

Northampton County marriage records note that a Joseph Gale/Gayle married
Peggy Jacob on April 14, 1801. Her identity is unknown although members of her
family were early residents of Northampton. The will of William Dixon, Jr. of
Northampton County notes several names allied with Joseph Gale. The will itself was
dated April 9, 1795 and proved July 13, 1795. Dixon leaves one acre of land
purchased from Henry Giddens to his sister “Ann Bishop for life... and then to my
son William.” He leaves to his son William “my lands whereon Joseph Gale now
lives.” His will also mentions negroes America, Joe, Charles, Frank and James, and
names his “friend” Rickards Dunton, Jr. as executor and guardian to his son
William. Witnesses were Thomas Dixon and S.S. Satchell.

Rickards Dunton, named on William Dixon’s will, had a cousin, Levin Dunton, Sr.,
who married Frances Waterfield. Their daughter, Sarah Dunton, was the second wife of
Samuel Williams. Frances Waterfield Dunton’s sister, Esther Waterfield, married Abraham
Jacob and one of their children was Margaret “Peggy” Jacob, who married William
Scarbrough in 1776 in Northampton County. William Scarbrough was living in 1776, and
Margaret was living in 1787. It is possible that William Scarbrough died and “Peggy” Jacob
married Joseph Gayle in 1801; however, this is merely conjecture as no documentation has
been found.

The family of Christopher Gayle, Sr., also has ties to both Kingston Parish and the
Eastern Shore. His son, Christopher Jr., married Mary Ann Stevens in Eastville in
Northampton County. The marriage is recorded in the Northampton County marriage
records. It seems likely that he would have chosen to visit this area due to some prior
connection.
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His grandfather, Josiah Gayle, was born |Josiah Gayle, b. Apr 1722, m.1 Mary, d. 1761
in Kingston Parish in April of 1722. His Christopher Gayle, Sr., b. Nov 2, 1747/48, m.1
marriage to a woman named Mary is recorded abt 1768, Unity Richbourg, d. Apr 1815
in the Kingston Parish Register. Mary died Christopher Gayle, Jr., b. 1770/74, d. May 1819,
around 1761, and Josiah’s marrjage to m.1 Dec 20, 1798, Mary Ann Stevens, d. 1817
‘Hannah’ is also recorded. In 1763, Josiah and Mary Gayle
Hannah moved from Kingston Parish to John . V. Gayle
Lunenburg County where Josiah was granted gt&aa':d%ai: e
240 acres of land. From there, he went to Caroline Gayle
South Carolina and was granted 200 acres in Unity Eveline Gayle
1769 on the High Hills of Santee in Craven Unity Gayle
County. John Gayle

Josiah’s son, Christopher Gayle, Sr., was Ev".z.a Gayle

! ) illiam Gayle

born on November 1747/48 in Kingston Hull Gayle
Parish, Gloucester County, Virginia. His birth David Porter Gayle
is recorded in the register of Kingston Parish. Christopher Wade Gayle
His siblings were Josiah, Jr., Dorothy, Caleb, Christopher Gayle, Sr., m.2 abt 1768, Winnie C.
Elizabeth, Ransom, Ann, Ambrose, John, and Vaughn, b. 1792, d. 1851
a half-sister, Mary. Around the year 1768, Josiah Gayle, Jr.,
Christopher, Sr. married Unity Richbourg, Dorothy Gayle
who died in Louisiana around mid -April, 1815. Caleb Gayle
According to a marriage bond dated January Elizabeth Gayle
26, 1816, he married Winnie C. Vaughn (1792 Ransom Gayle
-1851), a woman 45 years his junior. A Ann Gayle
planter, Christopher moved with his family to Ambrose Gayle
the High Hills of Santee in the early 1770’s John Gayle
and became a vestryman of St. Mark’s Parish, |Josiah Gayle, m.2 1763, Hannah
Episcopal Church there. Mary Gayle

Christopher Gayle, Jr., was born
sometime between 1770 and 1774 to Christopher and Unity Richbourg Gayle. His siblings
were Unity, John, Eliza, William Hull, David Porter and Christopher Wade. According to a
marriage bond dated December 20, 1798, Christopher, Jr., was married to Mary Ann
Stevens in Eastville, Northampton County, Virginia, by Baptist preacher, John Elliott. The
couple left Northampton and travelled to Louisiana, settling near Christopher’s parents, a
few miles south of St. Francisville on the Mississippi River. Their plantation of 330 acres in
East Baton Rouge parish was “situated on Ward’s Creek, joining Noel Hill’s land to the east,
William Garig’s to the west and Mr. Buhler to the south.” According to records in East Baton
Rouge, LA. (Case No. 310, Judge’s Book D, p. 415, Nov. 21, 1816), Christopher and Mary
Ann Stevens Gayle were divorced September 27, 1817, and Mary Ann Gayle died just a few
months afterwards. Christopher Gayle, Jr., died in May of 1819 in East Baton Rouge and
his father, Christopher Sr. - along with William Williams - was appointed guardian of his
children, Mary, John I. Y., William C., Edward, Caroline, and Unity Eveline. [Book G, No.
531, folio 534, Bond of Christopher Gayle, Book G. No. 550, folio 534; and No. 239 “Flat
File,” Christopher Gayle, Deceased ab intestate, Court of Probate, Parish of East Baton
Rouge.]

For the time being, the original question of how Eastville and Westville were
connected remains unanswered, but they obviously were. The repetition of names creates
a patch-work quilt of connections, and anyone researching Gloucester surnames would
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benefit by comparing records on both sides of the water. %

SOURCE REFERENCES:

Gayle Kinsmen; John Averitt

Marriages of Northampton County, VA. 1660/1 - 1854; Jean M. Mihalyka

A Good Inheritance; Francis Stuart Harmon

The Ancestors and Descendants of Judge John Alexander Kelly and Martha Matilda Peck Kelly

and Related Families; 1515 - 1959 - Dr. John Alexander Kelly, Roberta Matilda Copenhaver
County Court Records of Accomack-Northampton, Va.; 1640 - 1645; Susie M. Ames

Colonial Records of Gloucester County, Va.; Polly Cary Mason

Eastville, Virginia; Frances Latimer, 1993

The Lilly, Billups, Stokes Family Papers; Collection of the Earl Gregg Swem Library, Williamsburg,

Va.

Northampton County Orders, XXXIX-0, No. 33, 1796 - 1800

Research Notes of Gayle Bradley Weiss

(Continued from page 10)
Founders of the Westville Christian Church

Reformed Baptist or Disciples of Christ. Rev. Curtis
began the debate, but became sick and could not
continue. Dr. F. W. Power attended to his needs, but he
expired before he could be removed. This is an extreme
example of the controversy and the emotions that were
expressed.

14

15

seems to have experienced a similar controversy and was
completely reorganized, effective December 5, 1854.

Collison, Helyn Hatton, Records of Middlesex County,
VA, 2000, pp 145-152. Peter Ainslie and his daughter,
Jane, participated in the Middlesex Temperance Society
meetings in 1830. He addressed the meetings on May
1830 and July 16, 1831, when the controversy was about
to explode.

History of the Mathews Baptist Church, Hudgins, VA,
1991, pp. 1-2.

10 The Encyclopedia Americana, Vol. IX, Americana i i ] ]
Corporation, 1961, p151. Two basic views motivated the 16 “Climbing The Family Tree,” The Daily Press NEW
Disciples of Christ: “they abhorred the disunity of the DOMINION, Newport News, VA. The Hudgins family
church, and they believed that a restoration of New claimed to have built impressive landmarks in Mathews
Testament teachings and practices were the only including the “Baptist Church on the road from Mathews
possible basis of unity.” Co;lrt}}llf_)u]sae tohMilforld Haven bu}illt by Houlder Huldgins,

11 “Peter Ainslie,” by W. T. Moore. The New Living Pulpit of g;p(t)irst ﬁlnfiztte:rﬂ-m- aw, Rev. Thomas Muse Hunley, a
the C I’H’ISU'CU’I Church: A Series of Dlscgursesz Doc_trl(lal (http://www.sky.net/~jhudgins/geneal /vahudgins/]
and Practical,ed. W. T. Moore. St. Louis, MO: Christian Thomas Muse Hunley served as Commissioner of
Board of Publication, 1918, pp. 337-338. Three Revenue for Mathews County and a lay -preacher for the
;gsgsgﬁi(;rés of Peter Ainslies active in the national Methodists and Baptists.

12 There were two Christopher Billups and there is some 17 Xfltrogrllliﬁl l\gllgtrlile%\.rﬁljk()): Vggdfu/zscl{gyl 11\&a1r§13122' 7M1a ;1;; dDart
debate about the family and associated dates. William Shultice, and Miss Mary Elizabeth Jarvis,

13 History of the Union Baptist Church, Achilles, VA, 1976, daughter of John D. Jarvis, by Rev. John Dangerfield.
p- 8. Joel Hayes of Hayes Store, Gloucester, VA, had Personal communication from Becky Barnhardt.
much influence in the Union Baptist Church, which
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Brock’s Country Store—The Story Behind the Store

by Roger C. Davis

Brock’s Country Store

Wicomico, Gloucester County, Virginia
Photo by Roger C. Davis - January 2003

The country stores in Gloucester County are a reflection of times past. Behind each
facade is a history of community and the families that operated the stores. Brock’s
Country Store is located in the Wicomico community and was last operated by Richard and
Joyce Holbrook Brock. The little store with attached residence is located on the corner of
Powhatan Drive and Carmine’s Island Road next to what was the little Ambrose post office
building.

Richard Brock, Sr. bought the store in 1971 from Hunter and Ruth Bland after Richard
retired from the Air Force. He and his family moved from Hampton, where he was
stationed at Langley Air Force Base, to Gloucester County. Richard and his wife, Joyce,
operated a very successful business there for some thirty years. The store became a “hang -
out” for young people when the Brocks added a pinball machine, soft drinks, snacks and an
inviting place for the locals to meet. !

In fact, a love story developed here when young Richard Brock, Jr., met Tina
(Christina) Ambrose, granddaughter of Woodrow Ambrose, who served as the postmaster
for the Wicomico station housed in the small concrete block building next to Brock’s Store.
Years later, after the start of this “country store” courtship, Richard and Tina married and
today are raising a family at their Carter's Cove residence. In keeping with family tradition
Tina Brock works at the Hayes Post Office. The children of Richard and Tina Brock are
Adam Price, born April 15, 1981, and Lindsey Nicole, born December 21, 1988. Tina says
she can remember riding her horse up to the store. *
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Brock’s Country Store

Years ago, there was a store building on the opposite corner next to the old Edwin
Hogg residence. The building was owned by the Edwin Hogg family and rented to the store
operators. In 1945, William Woodrow Ambrose and his cousin, A. Henneth Hogg (no
relation to Edwin Hogg), went into business together to operate a country store at that
location. At the same time, Woodrow Ambrose became the postmaster for Wicomico and
operated the post office out of the store.

In 1946 Woodrow sold his interest in the store to Henneth and resigned as
postmaster. Henneth served as postmaster until 1948, when his brother, Gilbert Hogg,
became postmaster and helped run the store for the next year until he was offered and
took the first rural carrier position at the Gloucester Post Office. 3

In 1949, Woodrow bought back the store business and again became the postmaster
and held that position until 1958, when his wife, Rosa, assumed the job until 1961. After
Rosa, Catherine Ambrose Hogg (1961 -1971), then Loletta Ambrose Jenkins (1971 -1985) and
Patsy Foster (1986----) were postmasters at the little Wicomico Post Office before it closed
and the new, larger, upgraded Wicomico Post Office was opened on Valentine's Day,
February 14, 1989. Today "Mac" McNutt is the postmaster, one hundred and three years
after a Wicomico Post Office was established in 1900, with the appointment of John E.

Hogg on September 20, 1900. Mr. Hogg served until his death on February 13, 1939. Mrs.
C. Jennings Hogg took over and was followed by Cabot Williams until Woodrow Ambrose
became postmaster in 1945. >4

=3

ilding

Aml rosg o Vhatﬂr.

Brock’s Store Mary Roane’s

D - house

Carmine’s Island Rd. William’s Landing Rd.
Popvhafan|Dgyiginal Store
& Post Office
Present
Wicomico . s
Post Office Edwllln Hogg’s
ouse - - .
Wicomico Post Office (Ambrose
building) 1954-1989
Site Plan at Wicomico Post Office Photo by Roger C. Davis, April 2003

Tragedy struck in 1954 when the store and post office building burned to the ground.
At that time Woodrow Ambrose bought one half acre of land on the corner of Powhatan
Drive and Carmine’s Island Road from Charlie and Gertie Williams and constructed the
little concrete block building that would serve as the Wicomico Post Office for the next
thirty-five years. Today it serves as a beauty shop. Woodrow sold his little building to a
man who wanted to run a fencing business and within a year this man sold the building to
the Brocks.

Woodrow decided to take a better paying job, still with Civil Service, in production
control at Fort Eustis, where he worked from 1958 to 1973, when he retired. The family
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Country Store

Ancestors of Christine Marie Ambrose Brock

William Woodr
[ b. May 6, 1918,

Fredrick Lee Ambrose
b. Nov 16, 1938, m. Jun 25, 1955

Rosa Blanche

Christine Marie Ambrose
b. Jun 23, 1907, m. Richard Brock, Jr.

b. Aug 6, 1907

Barbara Jean Coates
b. Dec 29, 1939

b. Sep 5, 1912/

William Washington Ambrose
[ b. Mar 11, 1870, d. Jan 1, 1945
Alonzo Talmage Ambrose
b. May 17, 1892, m. Oct 26, 1910, d. Sep 9, 1982
Lavinia Ann Gibbs
L b. 1874, d. 1946
ow Ambrose
m. Sep 7, 1935
William T. Croswell
[ b.Mar1859
Leontyne C. Croswell
b. Dec 9, 1893, d. 1984

l Josephine Croswell

b. May 1871

John W. Walker

| b. 1852

Otis Wray Walker
b. Aug 1882
| Lilly A. Walker
b. Dec 1851
Walker

b. Sep 28, 1915, d. Jul 5, 1940

William J. Diggs

b. 1831, d. Apr 8, 1838
Danah Blanche Diggs
b. Mar 1885

| Margaret Lewis Croswell
b. 1853

William L. Coats
b. 1848

Walter Lee Coates

b. Jan 1880

| Nancy M. West

b. abt 1847, d. Apr 1884

Stanley James Coates

Washington Sparrow
I b. Feb 1842
Ruth A. Sparrow
b. May 1880

| Matilda ?

b. Oct 1843

John West
[ b.1835
Noah West
b. Sep 1876, m. 1899

| Mary Susan Sparrow

b. 1839

Pansy Mae West

13
George Calhoun Coats
[ b. abt 1850
Maggie Lee Coates
b. Oct 1879

| Mary Susan West

b. 1851, d. 1910
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Ancestors of William Woodrow Ambrose

Michael Ambrose
[ b. abt 1805, m. abt 1824
Benjamin Franklin Ambrose
b. Sep 1841, m. abt 1864, d. Jun 12, 1911
Elizabeth Heywood
L— b. 1803
William Washington Ambrose
b. Mar 11, 1870, m. Nov 5, 1891, d. Jan 1, 1945
Washington Hogg
[ b. 1821
Sarah Elizabeth Hogge
b. Feb 1846, d. Nov 19, 1924

| Elizabeth Hall

b. 1821, d. Sep 25, 1890

Alonzo Talmage Ambrose
b. May 17, 1892, m. Oct 26, 1910, d. Sep 9, 1982
William Henry Gibbs
[ b.1844
Lavinia Ann Gibbs
b. 1874, d. 1946

John W. Croswell
I b. 1810
Matilda N. Croswell
b. 1846

| Nancy (Ann) M. Carmine
b. 1812, d. Jul 27, 1869

William Woodrow Ambrose
b. May 6, 1918, m. Rosa Blanche Walker.

William Croswell
| b. abt 1790
Isaac Croswell
b. 1823, m. 1847

| Matilda Speed

b. abt 1795
William T. Croswell
b. Mar 1859
Smith R. Carmine
|_
Elizabeth Carmine
b. 1830

I— Elizabeth Grant

Leontyne C. Croswell

— b.Dec9, 1893, d. 1984

John W. Croswell
[ b 1810
Richard Charles Croswell
b. 1840, m. Jan 11, 1866

| Nancy (Ann) M. Carmine
b. 1812, d. Jul 27, 1869

Josephine Croswell
b. May 1871
Robert Harris

Lucy J. Harris
b. 1852, d. Jun 20, 1877

Harriet ?
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Brock’s Country Store

lived at Wicomico during this period. Woodrow and Rosa had children that included
William Donald, born September 28, 1936; Fredrick Lee, born November 16, 1938; William
Woodrow, Jr., born January 11, 1943; and Teresa June, born March 12, 1949.

Hunter and Ruth (his second wife) Bland bought the land next to the post office
building from Woodrow Ambrose in 1960 or 1961, and built the store and attached
residence. The Bland family lived here and operated the store until they sold in 1971 to
Richard and Joyce Brock, Sr. Hunter Bland had been postmaster at Plainview before coming
to Wicomico. A fire in the residence part of the building nearly cost the lives of Joyce and
Gail Brock in 1992. The fire started in an air conditioner unit on Father’s Day, June 19,
1991, but fortunately was discovered by Robert Lee Bloxom who was passing the store. He
was able to waken and alert Joyce and Gail and get them out of the building to safety.
Bloxom received a Woodmen of the World lifesaver award from Gloucester Lodge 216 for
his timely actions. Mr. Brock was in the store at the time but unaware of the fire. °

The Brocks repaired the fire damage and restored the structure to create the building
as seen today. They had added a second floor to the original building prior to the fire.
Richard Brock, Sr., died November 21, 1992, and Joyce Brock continued to run the store
until her death January 5, 2001. Gail was helping her during this time. Richard, Jr., and
Tina Brock and Gail continued to operate the store
until December 31, 2001, when the Brocks closed
the store. Today the store is for sale.

Recently, on April 23, 2003, I met with Tina and
Woodrow Ambrose at his residence on William’s
Landing Road to talk about their ancestors. Their
family tradition indicates that three brothers came
over from Spain shortly after 1820 (not
documented). “One of the brothers settled in New
York, another in Richmond, VA, and the third,
Michael, settled in Dunlop along the York River in
the Wicomico area.” ¢

Michael Ambrose, with four people in the -
household, appears in the 1830 census for Tina Ambrose Brock and her grandfather
Gloucester County, VA. By the 1840 census there William Woodrow Ambrose April 2003
are six in the household. Michael Ambrose had Photo by Roger C. Davis, April 2003
two sons, Henry Hansford and Benjamin Franklin
(Frank). Tina descends from Frank. *

Frank Ambrose married Sarah Hogge and they had seven children, four sons, Jim, Will
(William Washington Ambrose), Frank and Walter and three daughters, Cleavia, Cornelia
and Mary.

Will, an oysterman, married Lavinia (Vernia) Ann Gibbs on November 5, 1891. The
wedding ceremony was conducted by the Rev. F. H. Hall. ® This union produced one son,
the well loved Alonza Talmage Ambrose, who was born on May 17, 1892, and a daughter,
Daisy, born July 19, 1895.

Alonza Talmage, who died September 9, 1982, married Leuntine (Leontyne) Croswell
(born December 9, 1894) on October 26, 1910. They would have eight children. The third
child was William Woodrow Ambrose, born May 6, 1918, at Wicomico, VA.
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On September 7, 1935, Woodrow married Rosa Blanche Walker at Richmond, VA. She
was born September 28, 1915, at Gloucester, VA. They had four children, one of whom was
Frederick Lee Ambrose, born November 16, 1938. This Frederick married Barbara Jean
Coates on June 25, 1955, at Hertford, NC. Their daughter, Christina Marie Ambrose, was
born June 23, 1956, at Hampton, VA, and married Richard Brock, Jr., on May 16, 1975, at
Ordinary, VA.

Thus, a hundred years of postal service at Wicomico is brought to life and a romance
that ties the little post office to the Brock’s Store is revealed. From Michael to Tina
Ambrose is a span of seven generations of living in Gloucester County, Virginia. Today the
store door is closed and locked, waiting for a new family and other generations to become
a part of Wicomico’s heritage.
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Brock’s Store and Wicomico Post Office (1954-1989)
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