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The Editor’s Page — Our Great-Grandparents

Some of us can remember two or three of our great -grandparents from our toddler
years; however, it is extremely rare that a person has ever seen all eight of their great -
grandparents. This issue explores some of our members’ contacts and genealogical data
related to their roots and great-grandparents of Gloucester and Mathews Counties.

Our appreciation goes to Jim Jones, Hartley West, Roane Hunt, Mary Riley for Gordon
Riley, Katherine Hendrick, Allen Cooke, John Hartman, and Preston Brown for their
cooperation in submitting information about their great -grandparents. Lavinia Stuart and
Hayes Williams also submitted material that will be used in a future issue.

This issue has been a lot of extra work for Roane Hunt as he developed the format
and then compiled the Pedigree and Family Group Charts for each
of the submitted articles. Our hats are off for a great job! The
search for mistakes was done by the proof -reading efforts of
Phyllis Hunt, Jeannie Howe, Bob Plummer, and Roger Davis.

Your Board needs your support and active participation with
Society Missions. Please volunteer to help with one or more of
the following activities. Call or e -mail your willingness to Roger
Davis.

Society Missions: a) Docent program, b) work on FTS
Journal, ¢) answer queries, d) help host meetings with
refreshments, set-up and take-down, work the vendor table, host & ‘5 )
the speaker, find programs, e) proof-read the Journal, f) ' %
manage the Vertical File at the Virginia Room, g) suggest list of 'M S, S
reference books (sources) to purchase for the Library, h) write ' s
articles for the Journal, i) teach use of the computer, and j) find Roger C. Davis
pictures of interest.

A free BONUS CD is tucked inside the back page. Your Board voted to provide a free
GGSV Website CD with this December 2003 FTS Journal. This is a one -time bonus for this
issue only at this time, for current members of record November 1, 2003. Over 18,000 hits
at this site since it’s start! Roane Hunt --Webmaster. The purpose is to get you familiar
with the website and give you a research tool to use “off line.” It is fast and loaded with
Gloucester and Mathews County information. If you find this useful, let Roane Hunt know
at Irhunt@inna.net. Our thanks to Walter Stubbs and Bill Copeland for burning copies of
the CD.

Roger Caldwell Davis, Editor
The Family Tree Searcher
olddad@inna.net

Society Website : http://www.rootsweb.com/~vaggsv/
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Great-Grandparents
of Allen Randolph Cooke

By Allen R. Cooke

Thomas Cary Cooke was born on October
27, 1833, in Gloucester Co., VA, to Thomas
Buckner Cooke and his wife Catherine Clayton
Cary and died on January 14, 1916, and was
buried at Beulah Baptist Church, Ware Neck,
VA. He was married on February 27, 1868, in
Gloucester Co., VA, to Mary Jane Vaughan,
daughter of William Vaughan and Anne Frances
Cluverius. She was born on August 7, 1848,
probably in Gloucester Co., VA, and died on
May 11, 1930, and was also buried at Beulah
Baptist Church.

Thomas Cary Cooke grew up in the
vicinity of “Woodlawn” and “Wareham,” old
Cooke estates that were situated along and
north of Beaverdam Swamp where the reservoir
is now located. “Wareham” was the older
Cooke family seat in this branch of the Cooke
family and is included in lands once patented
by Mordecai Cooke in the 1600s. These lands
stretched from the “Mordecai’s Mount” now
known as “Church Hill” northward to the
Beaverdam Swamp area. Thomas Buckner
Cooke, father of Thomas Cary Cooke, was a son
of John Cooke and Eliza Buckner who resided
at “Woodlawn.” The plat showing its division is
found in Plat Book 2-33. Itis located due west
of “Wareham” shown in Plat Books 2 -109 and Thomas Cary Cooke
2-208. These estates were located along either (1833-1916)
side of the road from Highway 17 to Pinero,
just past the Beaverdam Swamp bridge. “Wareham” had been inherited by Thomas Cooke,
brother of John Cooke who married Eliza Buckner and grandfather of Thomas Cary Cooke.
This Thomas Cooke died about 1809, and left the estate to his son John Henry Cooke, who
died unmarried and without heirs. Upon his death, “Wareham” went to his brother Thomas
Cooke, who had moved to Louisiana and sold the property out of the immediate family. It
was owned in 1855 by C.C. Curtis according to the records of T.B. Montague shown in Plat
Book 2-109. The “Woodlawn” property was divided among heirs including Thomas
Buckner Cooke, but the plat does not show any dwellings on his section. Other heirs in the
division of “Woodlawn” included two dowers including the home site, son Warner
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Great-Grandparents of Allen Randolph Cooke

Ancestors of Allen Randolph Cooke

Thomas Cary Cooke
— b. 1833, m. 1868 in Gloucester, VA, d. 1916

Charles Vaughan Cooke
b. 1869 in Gloucester, VA, m. 1906 in Pittsburg, PA, d. 1956 in Norfolk, VA

| Mary Jane Vaughan
b. 1848, d. 1930 in Gloucester, VA

William Cracraft Cooke
b. 1907 in Norfolk, VA, m. 1946 in Stuttgart, Germany, d. 1993 in Charlotte, NC

William Allen Cracraft
I b. 1844, m. 1875 in Ohio, WV, d. 1920

Mary Elizabeth Cracraft
b. 1879 in EIm Grove, WV, d. 1965 in Norfolk, VA

| Mary Key

b. 1853 in Lancaster, OH, d. 1942

Allen Randolph Cooke
b. 1949 in Charlotte, NC, m. Gale Lynn Dixon
Karl Peter Wagner
[ b. 1853 in Weipert, Bohemia, m. 1881, d. 1925 in Rossbach, Bohemia
Rudolf Bernhard Wagner
‘ b. 1889 in Rossbach, Bohemia, m. 1921 in Vienna, Austria, d. 1974 in Vienna, Austria

Hulda Greifenhagen
b. 1852 in Schlettau, Saxony, d. 1926 in Bergreichenstein, Bohemia

Eleanore Helene Wagner
b. 1924 in Vienna, Austria, d. 1999 in Charlotte, NC

|_ Johann Klein
b. 1844 in Soran, Bohemiam. 1883 in Vienna, Austria, d. 1905 in Vienna, Austria

Amalia Klein
b. 1893 in Vienna, Austria, d. 1947 in Vienna, Austria

|_ Antonia Weber

b. 1852 in Baumgarten, Austria, d. 1929 in Vienna, Austria

Throckmorton Cooke, heirs of son John Mordecai Cooke, and a large tract including a
house to Curtis Jones & Co. whose connection to the family is unknown.

In 1856 Thomas Cary Cooke made a debt to Edward Sears for $6000 and owned about
800-900 acres combining several tracts and dwelled there. These were called “Beechley,”
“Farm House tract,” “Burton’s” and “Proctor’s” and these combined parcels were called
“Wareham Jr.” (Deed Book 1-69, 2-88). I was shown a picture by Todd Field of a house that
looked like a smaller version of “Wareham” (based on the floor plan that was given to me
by Bernard Kinker a descendant of the Landis family that lived there in the early 1900s),
and I suspect that this picture may have been “Wareham Jr.” According to the deed book,
it was bounded by properties of James K. Dabney and Edward C. Dutton. The exact
location of “Wareham Jr.” is unknown, but was situated north of “Wareham” and
“Woodlawn.” The “Woodlawn” plat (PB 2 -33) shows property in the Burton and Dutton
family to the north, and the “Wareham” plat (PB 2 -109) shows Edward Dutton’s land on the
north side. Furthermore, another Cooke tract belonging to the heirs of Mordecai Cooke,
son of Francis Whiting Cooke and Elizabeth Baytop, who were another branch of Cookes
within the “Wareham Branch,” was north of Edward Dutton’s land along the “Road to the
Court House” near its intersection with the “Road to Ebenezer” (PB 2 -135).

After the war was over, Thomas Cary Cooke was still indebted to Edward Sears but the
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Great-Grandparents of Allen Randolph Cooke

Mary Jane Vaughan Cooke
(1848-1930)

original instrument was lost. On June 23, 1866, he
entered into an indenture by which he sold the
“Wareham Jr.” estate and paid Mr. Sears the amount
owed from the proceeds of the auction.

During the era preceding the War and during
some of the War years, Thomas Cary Cooke was
Commissioner of Revenue for Gloucester County.
Records indicate that he served in CSA, 50th
Virginia Infantry, Co. G, entering as Private and was
discharged as Sergeant.

Mary Jane Vaughan was likely born at the
Vaughan family seat along the Vaughan’s Creek
tributary of the Severn River. Her father, William
Vaughan, purchased “Ware Point” from Charles
Carter Field according to Alexander L Wiatt in his
book “The Descendants of Stephen Field.” This
transfer of ownership is shown in Ludwell
Montague’s “Land Holdings of Ware Neck 1642 -
1860.” After Thomas Cary Cooke married Mary
Jane Vaughan in 1868, they built a home adjacent
to the “Ware Point” home on a tract that was called
“Wheatly Hall.” This house burned at some point,
and another was built adjacent to it. The property
remained in the Cooke family for about 75 years.

Thomas Cary Cooke

Family Group Sheet

Husband Thomas Cary Cooke
Birth Oct 27, 1833
Death Jan 14, 1916
Burial Beulah Baptist Church, Gloucester Co., VA
Marriage Feb 27, 1868 Gloucester Co., VA
Father Thomas Buckner Cooke (1811 -1851)
Mother Catherine Clayton Cary (1816-1873)
Wife Mary Jane Vaughan
Birth Aug 7, 1848
Death May 11, 1930 Gloucester Co., VA
Burial Beulah Baptist Church, Gloucester Co., VA
Father William Vaughan (1812-1891)
Mother Anne Frances Cluverius (1816-1895)
Children
1 M Charles Vaughan Cooke
Birth Sep 1, 1869 Gloucester Co. VA
Death May 15, 1956 Norfolk, VA
Burial ElImwood Cemetery, Norfolk, VA
Occupation Auditor, Norfolk School Board
Spouse Mary Elizabeth Cracraft (1879-1965)
Marriage Aug 14, 1906 Pittsburg, PA

Thomas Cary Cooke and Mary Jane
Vaughan were parents of nine children.
The oldest was my grandfather, Charles
Vaughan Cooke, born in 1869. After
him, came Thomas Cary Cooke, Jr.,
Marie “Nannie” Clayton Cooke Fox,
William Buckner Cooke, James
Benjamin Cooke, Samuel Beverley
Cooke, Susan Bagnall Cooke, Watt
Swepson Cooke, and Joseph Branham
Cooke. Several of these lived in
Gloucester Co., several lived in Norfolk,
and one lived in Richmond.

Of those residing in Gloucester were
two who died young, Thomas Cary
Cooke, Jr. and Watt Swepson Cooke.
Thomas Cary Cooke, Jr. was buried at
Beulah Baptist Church, Ware Neck.
Marie “Nannie” Clayton Cooke married
Irving Huntington Fox (a descendant of
Governor West), had issue, and was
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