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The Editor's Page—

This year is something special to our Genealogy Society and
to me. At our November 22 meeting we will call the celebration
“8 and 80!” Our Society is eight years old, and this November 9
your President turned eighty years old! There will be birthday
cake and "reflections" for the November meeting. Also, we will
distribute the sixteenth edition of The Family Tree Searcher.

Old houses, old places, old families and new stories about
Gloucester are revealed by Caroline Baytop Sinclair in a series of
articles about the Sinclairs at Marlfield and Lands End in the
Robins Neck area of Gloucester; also Hickory Fork House at White |
Marsh. A part of Woodville Plantation becomes a future County
Park. The genealogy and some history of the 1913 Gloucester Fair
Founders is developed by Roane Hunt.

Roger C. Davis

Roane also brings to life the people shown in the “Fair Grounds” picture, and other
Gloucester names are found in articles about the Botetourt Masonic Lodge. Postmasters at
Hayes Post Office are shown, and Roger Davis explores the history behind the famous crab
cake experience at Mrs. Sutton’s Restaurant. Robert Plummer provides a history of his
John Cary Lamberth Family of Gloucester.

The end of another year brings us to election time when we must select people to run
the Society for 2005. A slate of officers will be presented at the November meeting and
voted into office. We encourage your attendance at this meeting. (Note: A newsletter was
sent out in November giving activity details). As President of the Society and Editor of The
Family Tree Searcher, I thank all the members that have been so helpful and participated in
our activities. It has made a hard job much easier! Thank you!!

I have nothing but the highest of praise and admiration for L. Roane Hunt and the
excellent results his “computer copy” activity has provided for our Journal during these
past five years that I have served as Editor. He has tried hard to improve my computer
skills and mentor me on the genealogy of Gloucester. But most of all, both he and Phyllis
have become my very good friends!

Harry Jordan, Chairman of the Nominating
Committee, proposes this slate: Phil Morton, Pres.; Nadine
Tatum, V-Pres.; Martha Morton, Sect.; Robert Plummer,
Treas.; and Jennie Howe, Historian.

Roger C. Davis, Editor
olddad@inna.net
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Marlfield (1823-1954)

Home of the Sinclairs
Gloucester County, Virginia

By Caroline Baytop Sinclair
July 1974

This brief paper is dedicated
to
Martha Mallory Sinclair Field

who charged me, a short time before her death, to
“write up Marlfield and when you do be sure to send a
copy to George Booth (her son).”

I am sure there are others who would like a copy,
also.

Todd Robins, Jefferson B. Sinclair, and Jefferson K.
Sinclair all served as sources of information.

Other information was obtained from records
available.

The writer spent many happy hours at Marlfield
and much of the writing is from memory.

Caroline Sinclair

Marlfield was the favorite home of the Sinclair family in Gloucester from the time of
the War Between the States until well into the twentieth century. [1] It gave refuge to
several families during and immediately after the War and was the favorite gathering place
of the clan during the lifetimes of the first Jefferson Sinclair and his wife Georgiana Wray,
their son, Jefferson, and his wife, Frances Lowry, and their son, Ashton, and his wife, Mary
Courtenay Selden.

Although often called “Old Marlfield” by members of the family, it was the fifth home
on Sinclair property in Robins Neck. It was built circa 1823 and was preceded by Lands
End (erected by Capt. John Sinclair in 1796); Sherwood, probably built by John Mackey
(Mackie) about 1700, occupied circa 1820 by John Sinclair, II and his wife, Margaret
Munford, and by them called Shabby Hall; Greenway, which was occupied by Richard
I’Anson, stepson of Captain John, and was sold to the Pages after ’Anson’s death (after the
Pages removed to Shelley, Greenway became the home of his second wife, Mary Graham
Jones; the original home had burned and Jefferson, III, built the present house about 1894
attaching it to an earlier building which remains); and Bay Cottage, built on Lands End by

1. “Marlfield” of the Sinclair family was located in Robins Neck of the Abingdon District. The more well -known
“Marlfield” of the Buckner family was located in the Petsworth Distict.
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Marlfield
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Map of Robins Neck, Gloucester County, Virginia
DIT — General Map Book, http://www.co.gloucester.va.us/dit/homepage.htim
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Map showing Colonial Estates of Robins Neck, Gloucester County, Virginia, page 76b, from:
Legends of Lands End, Claude O. Lanciano, Jr., 1971
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Marlfield

Marlfield of the Sinclair Family
burned in 1954 during the Hazel hurricane

Front View Side View with rear addition
Lands End erected by Capt. John Sinclair in 1796

Sherwood Greenwood
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