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The Editor's Page— 

 

There is a lot of talk about history, heritage, “original 

families,” and the genealogies they have spawned as our area 

prepares for the Jamestown 2007 celebrations!  Are you a 

descendant of one of those early pioneers to the American 

Colonies?  This will be a good year to read up on your colonial 

Virginia history and become a “knowledgeable buff” to entertain 

the many expected visitors during these next two years.  Of 

course, we look for your family connections and a story to be 

told! 

Our Fall program will feature Native American culture and 

some known families indigenous to this area.  Some valid reading 

is Pocahontas and Her Descentants (1877), by Wyndham 

Robertson.  If you are a descendant let us know. 

The Virginia Room is “reestablished” and ready for use after the minimal smoke and 

water damage.  No books or papers were lost.  We have listed many of the Family 

Manuscripts members have submitted.  These are located on the open shelves at 929.2.  

Your Society encourages you to submit Gloucester based family genealogy manuscripts to 

the Library. 

In this issue Malcom Smith tells about his Henry Lewis Nuttall family of Gloucester 

and the family home called Grangewood.  Caroline Bridges Morrison submitted a collection 

of letters written in the early 1840s from the Thomas J. Hughes family, and L. Roane Hunt 

explains the importance of the collection.  The genealogy of the Hughes family  

connections to the Sears family in Mathews County are explored by L. Roane Hunt with the 

Census, Tithes, and Land Tax records.  His scholarly research methods are to be admired! 

Pat Perkinson works her genealogy jigsaw puzzle in search of her connection to 

Thomas Roane.  Robert Plummer discusses early religious freedom and the implications of 

taxes and tithes, and Frances Smith shares her genealogy search. 

And, thank goodness, Roane Hunt manages to compile all these stories into a cohesive 

journal for your reading pleasure.  Phyllis Hunt and Jennie Howe continue to proof the 

copies. 

 

  Roger C. Davis, Editor 

  olddad@inna.net 

 

Roger C. Davis 
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The Importance of the Hughes Letters 

 

By L. Roane Hunt 

 

How often do we remind each other that Gloucester is a “burned county” as we search 

for information prior to the Civil War?  Well, some records and documents were not 

burned.  For example, we have the federal census, the land and personal tax records, and 

various court minutes that were not kept in the courthouse.  Occasionally, we find private 

documents and letters that give bits of information that lend clues to life in those years 

with limited official records.  Such was the contribution of the Hughes letter copies 

donated to the Gloucester Museum of History in 2004. 

In December 2003, Caroline Bridges Morrison visited Gloucester, and was greeted and 

assisted at the museum by docents, Ed and Ginger Rowe.  After communicating with 

museum director, Betty Jean Deal, she contributed copies of the Hughes letters and 

transcriptions of the letters done by her and her mother.  She is a descendant of Dr. 

Thomas J. Hughes [1] who practiced medicine in the southern portion of Gloucester 

beginning around the mid 1840s.  These letters were displayed in the museum and shared 

with this author for further studies.  Much of the letter content is mundane, but many 

specific references in the letters are very revealing about life in Gloucester in 1840.  The 

contributions of personal documents like these are very important to understanding 

Gloucester history. 

All but one of the letters were written to Thomas J. Hughes from his brothers in the 

early 1840s while he was getting his medical education in Ohio.  Thomas received his 

letters in Connersville [2] in Fayette County, Indiana, northwest of the Ohio River.  Thomas 

and his brother, W. Yates Hughes, were associated with Dr. Hall in Connersville, who had 

also migrated there from Gloucester.  They 

probably served an internship with Dr. Hall.  

Census records indicated that he was Dr. 

David Hall of Virginia who was the husband 

of Martha Ann Smith Stubbs of Gloucester.  

Later, Skaife W. Hughes would follow that 

same route of his older brothers for his 

medical training at Connersville with Dr. Hall.  

After his first wife died, Skaife married 

Priscilla Ann Hall, daughter of Dr. Hall.  

Thomas J. Hughes studied at the Medical 

College of Ohio in Cincinnati, as indicated by 

the class ticket that was saved with the 

letters.   

The letters were informal 

correspondence between brothers, sons of 

Jasper Clayton Hughes and his wife, Signora 

Washington Buckner. [3]  (A Hughes family 

chart is shown on the next page.)  The 

MED. COL.  OF OHIO 

Practical Anatomy 

Admit  J. J. Hughes 
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Jasper Clayton Hughes, b. Sep 30, 1780, d. abt 1836 

 +m. Signora Washington Buckner, Jun 24, 1802, b. 

Sep 30, 1784, d. abt 1836  

John L. Hughes  

 +m. Mary ?, b. 1803  

Alcinda Hughes , b. 1840 

Cornelia Hughes , b. 1843 

Martha Hughes , b. 1844 

Henry Hughes , b. 1806, d. 1854 

 +m. Mary E. D. Hall, b. 1820  

Catharine Susan Hughes , b. 1837, d. Jan 23, 1912 

Mary E. Hughes , b. Mar 1838, Oct 10, 1912 

Augustine S. Hughes , b. Apr 9, 1840, d. Oct 11, 1924 

Henry C. Hughes , b. 1843 

Laura Lee Hughes , b. Aug 19, 1852, d. Nov 14, 1883 

Dr. William Yates Hughes  

Jasper Clayton Hughes , b. 1810 

 +m. 1st Sarah A. Wilson  

Emily Julia Hughes , b. 1835 

 +m. 2nd Frances Ann Sears, Nov 6, 1838, b. 1819  

L. Fannie Hughes , b. 1843 

William Jasper Skaife Hughes , b. 1844 

Annie J. Hughes , b. 1847 

Elizabeth W. Hughes , b. 1851 

Margaret S. Hughes , b. 1851 

Susan Hughes , b. 1812 

 +m. 1st Henry Stubblefield 

Patrick H. Stubblefield , b. 1835 

Ann H. Stubblefield , b. 1836 

Elmira W. Stubblefield , b. 1843 

 +m. 2nd Richard D. Dunston,  b. 1803  

Thomas J. Dunston , b. 1844, d. Jun 17, 1863 

Powhatan Clark Dunston, b. 1845 

Edward Walter Dunston, b. Dec  6, 1849, d. Oct 10, 1907  

Rosa Belle Dunston, b. 1852 

Dr. Thomas Jefferson Hughes , b. 1815 

 +m. Sarah Fort, Oct 5, 1854, b. Jul 13, 1834, d. Sep 20, 

1899 

Emma Whiting Hughes  

Elizabeth Hughes  

Harriet Whiting Hughes , b. 1859, d. Oct 1875 

Mary Otey Bartow Hughes , b. 1861, d. 1927 

Charles Bell Hughes 

Laura Olivia Hughes , b. 1866 

Thomas Jefferson Hughes, Jr.  

Lucy Clayton Hughes , b. Jul 5, 1876 

Dr. Skaife Whiting Hughes, b. 1818  

 +m. 1st Rosa B. T. Sears, Feb 13, 1840  

 +m. 2nd Priscilla Ann Hall, b. 1831  

Eddy Hughes , b. 1846 

Ellis Hughes , b. 1850 

Fannie Hughes , b. 1854 

Letter Signatures 

Your Brother H. Hughes 

Your Brother 

Jasper C. Hughes 

Adieu dear Jeff 

Skaife W. Hughes 

Your bro indeed 

W. Yates Hughes 

The Importance of the Hughes Letters 
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content of the letters was primarily news of family, friends, and events.  The brothers 

writing letters from Gloucester were Jasper C., Henry, and Skaife W. Hughes.  In 1840, the 

brothers living beyond the Ohio River were Thomas J., John L., and W. Yates Hughes.  The 

letters refer to the Hall, Blake, and Wright families that migrated to that region from 

Gloucester.   

The census records indicate that John L. Hughes was a farmer in Fayette County, 

Indiana, for 1850, 1860, and 1870.  Much concern was expressed in the letters about the 

lack of communication from him.  W. Yates Hughes wrote his brief letter from Columbia.  

There was a Columbia Township that included Fayette County as indicated in the 1860 

census record, or this could be Columbia City in northern Indiana.  His letter stated that he 

was committed to a partnership with Dr. Hall in Fayette County in the following year.  The 

letter from Henry Hughes in 1842 indicates that Skaife was in Indiana [4] and W. Yates 

Hughes (Billy) was also a doctor with a practice.   

Henry Hughes was the Gloucester County Surveyor until his death in 1854.  He wrote 

two of the letters from Gloucester, and mentioned his first three children.  The oldest, 

Cathy, was sick after a trip to Baltimore, 

and the youngest, Augustine, had “no 

positive name.”  Eventually, Cathy 

married George W. Smith, who with his 

brother, Peter W. Smith, operated the 

Smith-Heywood Company.  After the 

death of George in 1869, Cathy and her 

brother-in-law, bought out the 

Heywoods, and continued to operate the 

business. [5]  Henry Hughes lived at 

“Tippecanoe” on the York River near 

Cappahosic.  A sketch by Elizabeth 

Harwood and a recent photograph of 

the house is shown below.  Also shown 

is Miss Harwood’s sketch of George W. 

and Catherine Smith’s home adjacent to 

the “Tippecanoe” site. [6]   

 

“Tippecanoe” Home of the Henry Hughes Family located near Cappahosic 

Photograph by present owners,  

Jean & B.T. Clarke 

Home of George W. Smith and Catherine S. Hughes 

on York River near Cappahosic 
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