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“Ferrying” Across the Rivers – Bob Plummer 

 

 When the settlers arrived in Gloucester there were most likely at least two established crossing points.  One 

was from Gloucester Point to Yorktown and the other was from Gloucester County to Middlesex County 

over the Piankatank River.  An act of the Colonial Assembly in January 1641, called for maintaining “ferrys 

and bridges” and for a “leavy for payment to the ferrymen to be made by the commissioners where the ferry 

is kept, and where one creeke parts two counties, then each of them to contribute towards the 

maintenance…” All passengers whether strangers or others should be freed from payment otherwise then by 

the leavie…” The free ferries were short-lived for in 1647, the Assembly, citing injustice to those who did 

not use the ferries, granted powers to county courts to authorize paying ferries and to set the rates. 

 

 Gloucester-Yorktown Ferry 

 

 A settler began operating the system, originally called the “Yorke Ferry”, to Gloucester Point one year 

before Yorktown was formally established by the British Ports Act in 1691.    

 

 In March 1867, the County Court of Gloucester set fares for the river crossing at 25 cents each for 

passengers and horses and 25 cents for each wheel on vehicles.  There was also a charge of 10 cents for hogs 

or sheep, 25 cents for cattle and passengers had a baggage allowance of 40 pounds.  Freight rates ranged up 

to 10 cents for sacks of salt and coffee, depending on size, and heavy barrels were 15 cents. 

 

 Also, in 1867 Judge J Llle Clarke of Gloucester granted William Henry Ashe a permit to operate a ferry.  

The previous franchise had lapsed in May 1862 when VA was busy fighting their neighbors.  In 1886 Mr. 

Ashe received a 99-year lease to run a ferry from Gloucester Point to Yorktown.  Clifton Richardson 

operated the franchise for a while and in 1917 William T. Ashe  (the son of William Henry) leased the ferry 

system from his mother for the sum of $50/month and the privilege of purchasing it at her death for $10,000 

– which he did. It became the Gloucester-Yorktown Ferry Corporation. He purchased land on each side for 

docks.  Before that they just ran the ship aground, unloaded and backed up.  In 1919 Mr. Ashe had Capt. 

Willie Smith of Severn build the Cornwallis.  It was almost 63 feet long and 24 wide, was enclosed and 

could carry 8 cars.  In December 1919 the first schedule was established.  Prior to that, if you were in 

Yorktown, you shouted and waved to get the Captain’s attention.  It generally parked at Gloucester Point.   

 

 Between July and October 1921 the ferry handled 20,000 autos.  In 1925 Mr. Ashe had the York built.  It 

was 106 feet long and 33 feet wide, made of wood, cost $75,000, and could handle 30 cars. In May he added 

the Palmetto that was 129 feet long and 35 feet wide, made of wood, could handle 20 cars and 150 

passengers, and cost $31,000.  On August 23, 1933 both docks were washed away and the York was heavily 

damaged in the great storm.  In 39 the Palmetto was sold and the Miss Washington added.  She was wood, 

60 feet long and 25 feet wide, and cost $10,000.  The Gloucester (built in 1932) was added in 41.  She was 

also wood, 107 feet long and 30 feet wide, and she cost $40,000. The Virginia, a steel ship was 152 feet long 

and 39 feet wide was added in 42 at a cost of $180,000 and in 44 the Miss Washington was sold.   The 

Virginia is still in service today.  It is one of the three ferries that run from Jamestown to Scotland Wharf on 

the James River.   

 

 Bits & Pieces 

 

 In 1949 they had 24-hour service and ran every 15 minutes.  A round trip was 80 cents, passenger was 15 

cents and auto and driver was 55 cents.  The State Highway Dept bought the Ferry Company in 1951 and the 

Coleman Bridge opened May 7, 1952.  When the bridge opened the ferry service ended.   

 

 Some of the ferries used in this area were sent to war in WWII.  The Yorktown, one of the last steamers to 

sail between Baltimore and West Point, enter the WWII lend-lease program and headed to England.  She 

never made it.  A German sub sank her. 

 

 The old docks and wharfs are gone.  Many of the places where the ferries landed are now private property 

and some that are still public property are difficult to get to.  However, if you have a canoe and want an 

interesting trip, you can follow the Gloucester County map and see where the ferries used to land. 

 

 

Will Ashe From A Small Beginning  

 

By L. Roane Hunt 

 

 

Young William “Will” T. Ashe began his apprentice training in 1892 at twelve 

according to the Roane family lore.  He left his home at Gloucester Point to work and live at 

the newly established Roanes Post Office and General Merchandize Store in the Wilson 

Creek area of Gloucester County.  His employer, Richard A. Roane, also owned a second 

store at Seldens and the Roanes Wharf on the Ware River.  He learned the business well, 

and in nine short years, 1901, he married Linwood Roane, the youngest sister of his 

employer.  They made their home with Richard Roane in the house that was attached to the 

Roanes Store.  Also, at this time, the partnership of Roane & Ashe was formed between 

Richard Roane and Will Ashe.  By 1906, Will Ashe had purchased a building sight on the 

Wilson Creek and half ownership of the Roanes Wharf from Thomas J. Meredith, owner of 

the Wilson Creek Farm.  When Richard Roane re-married in 1909, the Ashe family moved to 

H. Leon Hicks was born in 1927 to Paul and Pauline Hicks from Ohio.  Paul came to Gloucester to 

serve as pastor of the Achilles Friends Church.  Leon was employed by the York River Ferry 

Corporation in the latter years prior to its closing.  He was very proud of his association with the 

ferry service and was most familiar with the personnel employed in those latter years.  Actually, he 

compiled his book in 1990, thirty-eight years after the ferry closing.  He states that his list of ferry 

personnel was a partial list of those that he was able to recall.  The editors have added to his list 

from other sources.  Leon’s primary sources for his book were the various newspaper articles 

printed about the ferry including the complete text of some of the articles.  The editors have added 

a list of local newspaper articles from an index provided in the library of the Gloucester-Mathews 

Gazette-Journal office in Gloucester Courthouse.  Leon, now diseased, provided copies of his book to 

family and co-workers, and his book provides the basis for his present article.  L. Roane Hunt, 

December 2005 

 

                                     /John Gosnold 

                             /John Gosnold b: ABT 1470 

                     /Robert Gosnold b: ABT 1490 d: 1572 

                     |       \Katherine Kebell 

             /Robert Gosnold b: ABT 1514 d: 1559 

 

 

Ferryboat YORK  approaching dock with ramp 

extended.  Vehicle tires were blocked and a chain 

extended across the open-ended deck. 
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Remarks
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Open lighter, 

bow ramp, 

motorboat tied 

alongside
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Clifton 

Richardson

 

 

4

 

 

 

1918

 

Operated by Mr. Richardson 

who rented franchise from 

Ashe family

 

CORNWALLIS

 

Enclosed 

double-

ender

 

Diesel screw

 

1918

 

Achilles, VA

 

Willis T. Smith

 

61 gross, 37 net

 

62.8’x24’x7.2’

 

8

 

Wood

 

$15,000

 

1918

 

1927

 

Built for Wm. T. Ashe.  Sold 

to Georgetown, SC

 

YORK

 

Enclosed 

double-

ender, 

upper deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1925

 

Baltimore, MD

 

Spedden 

Shipbuilding 

Co.

 

260 gross, 177 net

 

106.5’x33.1’x11.2’

 

22

 

Wood

 

$75,000

 

1925

 

1952

 

Operated on the York until 

the Coleman Bridge opened

 

PALMETTO

 

Renamed 

Cubango

 

Enclosed 

double-

ender, 

upper deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1926

 

Charleston, SC

 

Charleston 

Dry Dock & 

Machine Co.

 

252 gross, 171 net

 

129.4’x35.1’x9.5’

 

26

 

Wood

 

$31,000

 

1931

 

1939

 

Built for service on the 

Cooper River, SC.  Sold to 

an English firm and sent to 

Rio de Janeiro on her own 

bottom

 

MISS 

WASHINGTON

 

Double

-

ender, 

off

-

center pilot 

house, open 

deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1929

 

Norfolk, VA

 

Moon 

Shipbuilding 

Co.

 

63 gross, 43 net

 

59.8’x25.1’x7.7’

 

11

 

Wood

 

$10,000

 

1939

 

1944

 

Built for Rappahannock 

River, VA.  Returned to 

same service at Grey’s Point  

since taken over by VDOT

 

GLOUCESTER

 

Formerly Cecil 

May Adams

 

Double

-

ender, 

off

-

center pilot 

house

 

Diesel screw

 

1932

 

Norfolk, VA

 

Moon 

Shipbuilding 

Co.

 

182 gross, 110 net

 

59.8’x25.1’x7.7’

 

22

 

Wood

 

$40,000

 

1941

 

1952

 

Built for Potomac River 

service.  Operated on the 

York River until Coleman 

Bridge opened

 

VIRGINIA

 

Formerly City 

of Burlington

 

Double

-

ender, 

open deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1936

 

East Boston, 

MA

 

General Ship & 

Engine Co. 

327 gross, 168 net

 

152’x39’x10.5’

 

32

 

Steel

 

$180,000

 

1942

 

1952

 

Built for Service on Lake 

Champlain.  Operated on 

the York River until 

Coleman Bridge opened
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“Ferrying” Across the Rivers – Bob Plummer 

 

 When the settlers arrived in Gloucester there were most likely at least two established crossing points.  One 

was from Gloucester Point to Yorktown and the other was from Gloucester County to Middlesex County 

over the Piankatank River.  An act of the Colonial Assembly in January 1641, called for maintaining “ferrys 

and bridges” and for a “leavy for payment to the ferrymen to be made by the commissioners where the ferry 

is kept, and where one creeke parts two counties, then each of them to contribute towards the 

maintenance…” All passengers whether strangers or others should be freed from payment otherwise then by 

the leavie…” The free ferries were short-lived for in 1647, the Assembly, citing injustice to those who did 

not use the ferries, granted powers to county courts to authorize paying ferries and to set the rates. 

 

 Gloucester-Yorktown Ferry 

 

 A settler began operating the system, originally called the “Yorke Ferry”, to Gloucester Point one year 

before Yorktown was formally established by the British Ports Act in 1691.    

 

 In March 1867, the County Court of Gloucester set fares for the river crossing at 25 cents each for 

passengers and horses and 25 cents for each wheel on vehicles.  There was also a charge of 10 cents for hogs 

or sheep, 25 cents for cattle and passengers had a baggage allowance of 40 pounds.  Freight rates ranged up 

to 10 cents for sacks of salt and coffee, depending on size, and heavy barrels were 15 cents. 

 

 Also, in 1867 Judge J Llle Clarke of Gloucester granted William Henry Ashe a permit to operate a ferry.  

The previous franchise had lapsed in May 1862 when VA was busy fighting their neighbors.  In 1886 Mr. 

Ashe received a 99-year lease to run a ferry from Gloucester Point to Yorktown.  Clifton Richardson 

operated the franchise for a while and in 1917 William T. Ashe  (the son of William Henry) leased the ferry 

system from his mother for the sum of $50/month and the privilege of purchasing it at her death for $10,000 

– which he did. It became the Gloucester-Yorktown Ferry Corporation. He purchased land on each side for 

docks.  Before that they just ran the ship aground, unloaded and backed up.  In 1919 Mr. Ashe had Capt. 

Willie Smith of Severn build the Cornwallis.  It was almost 63 feet long and 24 wide, was enclosed and 

could carry 8 cars.  In December 1919 the first schedule was established.  Prior to that, if you were in 

Yorktown, you shouted and waved to get the Captain’s attention.  It generally parked at Gloucester Point.   

 

 Between July and October 1921 the ferry handled 20,000 autos.  In 1925 Mr. Ashe had the York built.  It 

was 106 feet long and 33 feet wide, made of wood, cost $75,000, and could handle 30 cars. In May he added 

the Palmetto that was 129 feet long and 35 feet wide, made of wood, could handle 20 cars and 150 

passengers, and cost $31,000.  On August 23, 1933 both docks were washed away and the York was heavily 

damaged in the great storm.  In 39 the Palmetto was sold and the Miss Washington added.  She was wood, 

60 feet long and 25 feet wide, and cost $10,000.  The Gloucester (built in 1932) was added in 41.  She was 

also wood, 107 feet long and 30 feet wide, and she cost $40,000. The Virginia, a steel ship was 152 feet long 

and 39 feet wide was added in 42 at a cost of $180,000 and in 44 the Miss Washington was sold.   The 

Virginia is still in service today.  It is one of the three ferries that run from Jamestown to Scotland Wharf on 

the James River.   

 

 Bits & Pieces 

 

 In 1949 they had 24-hour service and ran every 15 minutes.  A round trip was 80 cents, passenger was 15 

cents and auto and driver was 55 cents.  The State Highway Dept bought the Ferry Company in 1951 and the 

Coleman Bridge opened May 7, 1952.  When the bridge opened the ferry service ended.   

 

 Some of the ferries used in this area were sent to war in WWII.  The Yorktown, one of the last steamers to 

sail between Baltimore and West Point, enter the WWII lend-lease program and headed to England.  She 

never made it.  A German sub sank her. 

 

 The old docks and wharfs are gone.  Many of the places where the ferries landed are now private property 

and some that are still public property are difficult to get to.  However, if you have a canoe and want an 

interesting trip, you can follow the Gloucester County map and see where the ferries used to land. 

 

 

Will Ashe From A Small Beginning  

 

By L. Roane Hunt 

 

 

Young William “Will” T. Ashe began his apprentice training in 1892 at twelve 

according to the Roane family lore.  He left his home at Gloucester Point to work and live at 

the newly established Roanes Post Office and General Merchandize Store in the Wilson 

Creek area of Gloucester County.  His employer, Richard A. Roane, also owned a second 

store at Seldens and the Roanes Wharf on the Ware River.  He learned the business well, 

and in nine short years, 1901, he married Linwood Roane, the youngest sister of his 

employer.  They made their home with Richard Roane in the house that was attached to the 

Roanes Store.  Also, at this time, the partnership of Roane & Ashe was formed between 

Richard Roane and Will Ashe.  By 1906, Will Ashe had purchased a building sight on the 

Wilson Creek and half ownership of the Roanes Wharf from Thomas J. Meredith, owner of 

the Wilson Creek Farm.  When Richard Roane re-married in 1909, the Ashe family moved to 

H. Leon Hicks was born in 1927 to Paul and Pauline Hicks from Ohio.  Paul came to Gloucester to 

serve as pastor of the Achilles Friends Church.  Leon was employed by the York River Ferry 

Corporation in the latter years prior to its closing.  He was very proud of his association with the 

ferry service and was most familiar with the personnel employed in those latter years.  Actually, he 

compiled his book in 1990, thirty-eight years after the ferry closing.  He states that his list of ferry 

personnel was a partial list of those that he was able to recall.  The editors have added to his list 

from other sources.  Leon’s primary sources for his book were the various newspaper articles 

printed about the ferry including the complete text of some of the articles.  The editors have added 

a list of local newspaper articles from an index provided in the library of the Gloucester-Mathews 

Gazette-Journal office in Gloucester Courthouse.  Leon, now diseased, provided copies of his book to 

family and co-workers, and his book provides the basis for his present article.  L. Roane Hunt, 

December 2005 
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                     /Robert Gosnold b: ABT 1490 d: 1572 
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             /Robert Gosnold b: ABT 1514 d: 1559 
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“Ferrying” Across the Rivers – Bob Plummer 

 

 When the settlers arrived in Gloucester there were most likely at least two established crossing points.  One 

was from Gloucester Point to Yorktown and the other was from Gloucester County to Middlesex County 

over the Piankatank River.  An act of the Colonial Assembly in January 1641, called for maintaining “ferrys 

and bridges” and for a “leavy for payment to the ferrymen to be made by the commissioners where the ferry 

is kept, and where one creeke parts two counties, then each of them to contribute towards the 

maintenance…” All passengers whether strangers or others should be freed from payment otherwise then by 

the leavie…” The free ferries were short-lived for in 1647, the Assembly, citing injustice to those who did 

not use the ferries, granted powers to county courts to authorize paying ferries and to set the rates. 

 

 Gloucester-Yorktown Ferry 

 

 A settler began operating the system, originally called the “Yorke Ferry”, to Gloucester Point one year 

before Yorktown was formally established by the British Ports Act in 1691.    

 

 In March 1867, the County Court of Gloucester set fares for the river crossing at 25 cents each for 

passengers and horses and 25 cents for each wheel on vehicles.  There was also a charge of 10 cents for hogs 

or sheep, 25 cents for cattle and passengers had a baggage allowance of 40 pounds.  Freight rates ranged up 

to 10 cents for sacks of salt and coffee, depending on size, and heavy barrels were 15 cents. 

 

 Also, in 1867 Judge J Llle Clarke of Gloucester granted William Henry Ashe a permit to operate a ferry.  

The previous franchise had lapsed in May 1862 when VA was busy fighting their neighbors.  In 1886 Mr. 

Ashe received a 99-year lease to run a ferry from Gloucester Point to Yorktown.  Clifton Richardson 

operated the franchise for a while and in 1917 William T. Ashe  (the son of William Henry) leased the ferry 

system from his mother for the sum of $50/month and the privilege of purchasing it at her death for $10,000 

– which he did. It became the Gloucester-Yorktown Ferry Corporation. He purchased land on each side for 

docks.  Before that they just ran the ship aground, unloaded and backed up.  In 1919 Mr. Ashe had Capt. 

Willie Smith of Severn build the Cornwallis.  It was almost 63 feet long and 24 wide, was enclosed and 

could carry 8 cars.  In December 1919 the first schedule was established.  Prior to that, if you were in 

Yorktown, you shouted and waved to get the Captain’s attention.  It generally parked at Gloucester Point.   

 

 Between July and October 1921 the ferry handled 20,000 autos.  In 1925 Mr. Ashe had the York built.  It 

was 106 feet long and 33 feet wide, made of wood, cost $75,000, and could handle 30 cars. In May he added 

the Palmetto that was 129 feet long and 35 feet wide, made of wood, could handle 20 cars and 150 

passengers, and cost $31,000.  On August 23, 1933 both docks were washed away and the York was heavily 

damaged in the great storm.  In 39 the Palmetto was sold and the Miss Washington added.  She was wood, 

60 feet long and 25 feet wide, and cost $10,000.  The Gloucester (built in 1932) was added in 41.  She was 

also wood, 107 feet long and 30 feet wide, and she cost $40,000. The Virginia, a steel ship was 152 feet long 

and 39 feet wide was added in 42 at a cost of $180,000 and in 44 the Miss Washington was sold.   The 

Virginia is still in service today.  It is one of the three ferries that run from Jamestown to Scotland Wharf on 

the James River.   

 

 Bits & Pieces 

 

 In 1949 they had 24-hour service and ran every 15 minutes.  A round trip was 80 cents, passenger was 15 

cents and auto and driver was 55 cents.  The State Highway Dept bought the Ferry Company in 1951 and the 

Coleman Bridge opened May 7, 1952.  When the bridge opened the ferry service ended.   

 

 Some of the ferries used in this area were sent to war in WWII.  The Yorktown, one of the last steamers to 

sail between Baltimore and West Point, enter the WWII lend-lease program and headed to England.  She 

never made it.  A German sub sank her. 

 

 The old docks and wharfs are gone.  Many of the places where the ferries landed are now private property 

and some that are still public property are difficult to get to.  However, if you have a canoe and want an 

interesting trip, you can follow the Gloucester County map and see where the ferries used to land. 

 

 

Will Ashe From A Small Beginning  

 

By L. Roane Hunt 

 

 

Young William “Will” T. Ashe began his apprentice training in 1892 at twelve 

according to the Roane family lore.  He left his home at Gloucester Point to work and live at 

the newly established Roanes Post Office and General Merchandize Store in the Wilson 

Creek area of Gloucester County.  His employer, Richard A. Roane, also owned a second 

store at Seldens and the Roanes Wharf on the Ware River.  He learned the business well, 

and in nine short years, 1901, he married Linwood Roane, the youngest sister of his 

employer.  They made their home with Richard Roane in the house that was attached to the 

Roanes Store.  Also, at this time, the partnership of Roane & Ashe was formed between 

Richard Roane and Will Ashe.  By 1906, Will Ashe had purchased a building sight on the 

Wilson Creek and half ownership of the Roanes Wharf from Thomas J. Meredith, owner of 

the Wilson Creek Farm.  When Richard Roane re-married in 1909, the Ashe family moved to 

H. Leon Hicks was born in 1927 to Paul and Pauline Hicks from Ohio.  Paul came to Gloucester to 

serve as pastor of the Achilles Friends Church.  Leon was employed by the York River Ferry 

Corporation in the latter years prior to its closing.  He was very proud of his association with the 

ferry service and was most familiar with the personnel employed in those latter years.  Actually, he 

compiled his book in 1990, thirty-eight years after the ferry closing.  He states that his list of ferry 

personnel was a partial list of those that he was able to recall.  The editors have added to his list 

from other sources.  Leon’s primary sources for his book were the various newspaper articles 

printed about the ferry including the complete text of some of the articles.  The editors have added 

a list of local newspaper articles from an index provided in the library of the Gloucester-Mathews 

Gazette-Journal office in Gloucester Courthouse.  Leon, now diseased, provided copies of his book to 

family and co-workers, and his book provides the basis for his present article.  L. Roane Hunt, 

December 2005 
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129.4’x35.1’x9.5’

 

26

 

Wood

 

$31,000

 

1931

 

1939

 

Built for service on the 

Cooper River, SC.  Sold to 

an English firm and sent to 

Rio de Janeiro on her own 

bottom

 

MISS 

WASHINGTON

 

Double

-

ender, 

off

-

center pilot 

house, open 

deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1929

 

Norfolk, VA

 

Moon 

Shipbuilding 

Co.

 

63 gross, 43 net

 

59.8’x25.1’x7.7’

 

11

 

Wood

 

$10,000

 

1939

 

1944

 

Built for Rappahannock 

River, VA.  Returned to 

same service at Grey’s Point  

since taken over by VDOT

 

GLOUCESTER

 

Formerly Cecil 

May Adams

 

Double

-

ender, 

off

-

center pilot 

house

 

Diesel screw

 

1932

 

Norfolk, VA

 

Moon 

Shipbuilding 

Co.

 

182 gross, 110 net

 

59.8’x25.1’x7.7’

 

22

 

Wood

 

$40,000

 

1941

 

1952

 

Built for Potomac River 

service.  Operated on the 

York River until Coleman 

Bridge opened

 

VIRGINIA

 

Formerly City 

of Burlington

 

Double

-

ender, 

open deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1936

 

East Boston, 

MA

 

General Ship & 

Engine Co. 

327 gross, 168 net

 

152’x39’x10.5’

 

32

 

Steel

 

$180,000

 

1942

 

1952

 

Built for Service on Lake 

Champlain.  Operated on 

the York River until 

Coleman Bridge opened
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Particulars Of The Gloucester Point

—

Yorktown Ferryboats

  

The Editor's Page— 

 

Discovery is an exciting adventure, whether it is your first trip 

by boat up the York River or learning about the 1607 Settlement 

of Jamestown.  Given a chance, history is exciting when connected 

to your local environs, people, and events that shape local lives 

and communities.  People create the history of place and so 

genealogy and history become an overlapping drama of the times 

and legacy of place. 

Most of us remember the little jingle, “In 1692 Columbus 

sailed the ocean blue,” but how well do you know the stories of 

Captain John Smith and his explorations of the Chesapeake Bay in 

1608 or Captain Bartholomew Gosnold and his short-term 

management of the Jamestown Settlement?  All of these 

“historical” events took place in our own backyard! 

Lord Cornwallis was defeated at Yorktown in 1781 when he could not cross the York 

River on a rainy night and escape with his troops.  This same spot is rich in history and 

local names as described by H. Leon Hicks in his article, “History of the Gloucester-

Yorktown Ferry System from 1867-1952.”  Roane Hunt adds to this article with his research 

of names of people involved with the Ferry System.  Discovery—our own Board Member, 

Harry Jordan, served as a Purser!  Harry provides us with exerpts of his Jordan family 

genealogy, and his manuscript is added to our 

Vertical File at the Virginia Room in the Gloucester 

Library. 

Jennie Howe looks for Gosnold “connections” to 

Gloucester and related families, such as Bacon, Smith, 

and Burwell.  She waits for National Geographic’s 

televised documentary, expected this Fall, to report on 

the Gosnold DNA studies.  I asked David Girard to 

share some of his photographic images of Gloucester 

with the Journal.  Let’s learn about and enjoy history 

and our local legacies! 

 

  Roger C. Davis, Editor 

  olddad@inna.net 

Roger C. Davis 

Z

ec

h

1933 WT Ashe 

paid off loan, $414. 

“Ferrying” Across the Rivers – Bob Plummer 

 

 When the settlers arrived in Gloucester there were most likely at least two established crossing points.  One 

was from Gloucester Point to Yorktown and the other was from Gloucester County to Middlesex County 

over the Piankatank River.  An act of the Colonial Assembly in January 1641, called for maintaining “ferrys 

and bridges” and for a “leavy for payment to the ferrymen to be made by the commissioners where the ferry 

is kept, and where one creeke parts two counties, then each of them to contribute towards the 

maintenance…” All passengers whether strangers or others should be freed from payment otherwise then by 

the leavie…” The free ferries were short-lived for in 1647, the Assembly, citing injustice to those who did 

not use the ferries, granted powers to county courts to authorize paying ferries and to set the rates. 

 

 Gloucester-Yorktown Ferry 

 

 A settler began operating the system, originally called the “Yorke Ferry”, to Gloucester Point one year 

before Yorktown was formally established by the British Ports Act in 1691.    

 

 In March 1867, the County Court of Gloucester set fares for the river crossing at 25 cents each for 

passengers and horses and 25 cents for each wheel on vehicles.  There was also a charge of 10 cents for hogs 

or sheep, 25 cents for cattle and passengers had a baggage allowance of 40 pounds.  Freight rates ranged up 

to 10 cents for sacks of salt and coffee, depending on size, and heavy barrels were 15 cents. 

 

 Also, in 1867 Judge J Llle Clarke of Gloucester granted William Henry Ashe a permit to operate a ferry.  

The previous franchise had lapsed in May 1862 when VA was busy fighting their neighbors.  In 1886 Mr. 

Ashe received a 99-year lease to run a ferry from Gloucester Point to Yorktown.  Clifton Richardson 

operated the franchise for a while and in 1917 William T. Ashe  (the son of William Henry) leased the ferry 

system from his mother for the sum of $50/month and the privilege of purchasing it at her death for $10,000 

– which he did. It became the Gloucester-Yorktown Ferry Corporation. He purchased land on each side for 

docks.  Before that they just ran the ship aground, unloaded and backed up.  In 1919 Mr. Ashe had Capt. 

Willie Smith of Severn build the Cornwallis.  It was almost 63 feet long and 24 wide, was enclosed and 

could carry 8 cars.  In December 1919 the first schedule was established.  Prior to that, if you were in 

Yorktown, you shouted and waved to get the Captain’s attention.  It generally parked at Gloucester Point.   

 

 Between July and October 1921 the ferry handled 20,000 autos.  In 1925 Mr. Ashe had the York built.  It 

was 106 feet long and 33 feet wide, made of wood, cost $75,000, and could handle 30 cars. In May he added 

the Palmetto that was 129 feet long and 35 feet wide, made of wood, could handle 20 cars and 150 

passengers, and cost $31,000.  On August 23, 1933 both docks were washed away and the York was heavily 

damaged in the great storm.  In 39 the Palmetto was sold and the Miss Washington added.  She was wood, 

60 feet long and 25 feet wide, and cost $10,000.  The Gloucester (built in 1932) was added in 41.  She was 

also wood, 107 feet long and 30 feet wide, and she cost $40,000. The Virginia, a steel ship was 152 feet long 

and 39 feet wide was added in 42 at a cost of $180,000 and in 44 the Miss Washington was sold.   The 

Virginia is still in service today.  It is one of the three ferries that run from Jamestown to Scotland Wharf on 

the James River.   

 

 Bits & Pieces 

 

 In 1949 they had 24-hour service and ran every 15 minutes.  A round trip was 80 cents, passenger was 15 

cents and auto and driver was 55 cents.  The State Highway Dept bought the Ferry Company in 1951 and the 

Coleman Bridge opened May 7, 1952.  When the bridge opened the ferry service ended.   

 

 Some of the ferries used in this area were sent to war in WWII.  The Yorktown, one of the last steamers to 

sail between Baltimore and West Point, enter the WWII lend-lease program and headed to England.  She 

never made it.  A German sub sank her. 

 

 The old docks and wharfs are gone.  Many of the places where the ferries landed are now private property 

and some that are still public property are difficult to get to.  However, if you have a canoe and want an 

interesting trip, you can follow the Gloucester County map and see where the ferries used to land. 

 

 

Will Ashe From A Small Beginning  

 

By L. Roane Hunt 

 

 

Young William “Will” T. Ashe began his apprentice training in 1892 at twelve 

according to the Roane family lore.  He left his home at Gloucester Point to work and live at 

the newly established Roanes Post Office and General Merchandize Store in the Wilson 

Creek area of Gloucester County.  His employer, Richard A. Roane, also owned a second 

store at Seldens and the Roanes Wharf on the Ware River.  He learned the business well, 

and in nine short years, 1901, he married Linwood Roane, the youngest sister of his 

employer.  They made their home with Richard Roane in the house that was attached to the 

Roanes Store.  Also, at this time, the partnership of Roane & Ashe was formed between 

Richard Roane and Will Ashe.  By 1906, Will Ashe had purchased a building sight on the 

Wilson Creek and half ownership of the Roanes Wharf from Thomas J. Meredith, owner of 

the Wilson Creek Farm.  When Richard Roane re-married in 1909, the Ashe family moved to 

H. Leon Hicks was born in 1927 to Paul and Pauline Hicks from Ohio.  Paul came to Gloucester to 

serve as pastor of the Achilles Friends Church.  Leon was employed by the York River Ferry 

Corporation in the latter years prior to its closing.  He was very proud of his association with the 

ferry service and was most familiar with the personnel employed in those latter years.  Actually, he 

compiled his book in 1990, thirty-eight years after the ferry closing.  He states that his list of ferry 

personnel was a partial list of those that he was able to recall.  The editors have added to his list 

from other sources.  Leon’s primary sources for his book were the various newspaper articles 

printed about the ferry including the complete text of some of the articles.  The editors have added 

a list of local newspaper articles from an index provided in the library of the Gloucester-Mathews 

Gazette-Journal office in Gloucester Courthouse.  Leon, now diseased, provided copies of his book to 

family and co-workers, and his book provides the basis for his present article.  L. Roane Hunt, 

December 2005 

 

                                     /John Gosnold 

                             /John Gosnold b: ABT 1470 

                     /Robert Gosnold b: ABT 1490 d: 1572 

                     |       \Katherine Kebell 

             /Robert Gosnold b: ABT 1514 d: 1559 

Jamestown's big 400

th

 Anniversary Events  

 

 May 2007 - Big Anniversary Weekend at Jamestown. England's  

Queen Elizabeth II  and America's George and Laura Bush are 

expected to attend.  Follow the events at:  

www.jamestown2007.org  Click on "Signature Events". 

See the just released movie, The New World. 

May 12, 2007 - Start of the 1,700-mile journey of Capt. John Smith's 

explorations of the Chesapeake Bay (1608) in the 30 ft. replica 

shallop (boat built for sail and oars). 

 

 

Ferryboat YORK  approaching dock with ramp 

extended.  Vehicle tires were blocked and a chain 

extended across the open-ended deck. 

Queen Elizabeth II is escorted up the 

University of Virginia Lawn by President 

Frank Hereford, July 10, 1976, during her 

first visit to the United States.  She is 

expected to attend the Jamestown 400th 

Anniversary Celebration in May 2007.  

photo by Roger C. Davis, 1976  
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Name

 

Engine

 

Date 

Built

 

Built where

 

Built by 

whom 

 

Tonnage

 

Dimension

 

Car 

Cap.

 

Material

 

Cost

 

Arrival

 

Depart.

 

Remarks

 

UNKNOWN

 

Open lighter, 

bow ramp, 

motorboat tied 

alongside

 

 

Unknown

 

Clifton 

Richardson

 

 

4

 

 

 

1918

 

Operated by Mr. Richardson 

who rented franchise from 

Ashe family

 

CORNWALLIS

 

Enclosed 

double-

ender

 

Diesel screw

 

1918

 

Achilles, VA

 

Willis T. Smith

 

61 gross, 37 net

 

62.8’x24’x7.2’

 

8

 

Wood

 

$15,000

 

1918

 

1927

 

Built for Wm. T. Ashe.  Sold 

to Georgetown, SC

 

YORK

 

Enclosed 

double-

ender, 

upper deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1925

 

Baltimore, MD

 

Spedden 

Shipbuilding 

Co.

 

260 gross, 177 net

 

106.5’x33.1’x11.2’

 

22

 

Wood

 

$75,000

 

1925

 

1952

 

Operated on the York until 

the Coleman Bridge opened

 

PALMETTO

 

Renamed 

Cubango

 

Enclosed 

double-

ender, 

upper deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1926

 

Charleston, SC

 

Charleston 

Dry Dock & 

Machine Co.

 

252 gross, 171 net

 

129.4’x35.1’x9.5’

 

26

 

Wood

 

$31,000

 

1931

 

1939

 

Built for service on the 

Cooper River, SC.  Sold to 

an English firm and sent to 

Rio de Janeiro on her own 

bottom

 

MISS 

WASHINGTON

 

Double

-

ender, 

off

-

center pilot 

house, open 

deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1929

 

Norfolk, VA

 

Moon 

Shipbuilding 

Co.

 

63 gross, 43 net

 

59.8’x25.1’x7.7’

 

11

 

Wood

 

$10,000

 

1939

 

1944

 

Built for Rappahannock 

River, VA.  Returned to 

same service at Grey’s Point  

since taken over by VDOT

 

GLOUCESTER

 

Formerly Cecil 

May Adams

 

Double

-

ender, 

off

-

center pilot 

house

 

Diesel screw

 

1932

 

Norfolk, VA

 

Moon 

Shipbuilding 

Co.

 

182 gross, 110 net

 

59.8’x25.1’x7.7’

 

22

 

Wood

 

$40,000

 

1941

 

1952

 

Built for Potomac River 

service.  Operated on the 

York River until Coleman 

Bridge opened

 

VIRGINIA

 

Formerly City 

of Burlington

 

Double

-

ender, 

open deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1936

 

East Boston, 

MA

 

General Ship & 

Engine Co. 

327 gross, 168 net

 

152’x39’x10.5’

 

32

 

Steel

 

$180,000

 

1942

 

1952

 

Built for Service on Lake 

Champlain.  Operated on 

the York River until 

Coleman Bridge opened
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“Ferrying” Across the Rivers – Bob Plummer 

 

 When the settlers arrived in Gloucester there were most likely at least two established crossing points.  One 

was from Gloucester Point to Yorktown and the other was from Gloucester County to Middlesex County 

over the Piankatank River.  An act of the Colonial Assembly in January 1641, called for maintaining “ferrys 

and bridges” and for a “leavy for payment to the ferrymen to be made by the commissioners where the ferry 

is kept, and where one creeke parts two counties, then each of them to contribute towards the 

maintenance…” All passengers whether strangers or others should be freed from payment otherwise then by 

the leavie…” The free ferries were short-lived for in 1647, the Assembly, citing injustice to those who did 

not use the ferries, granted powers to county courts to authorize paying ferries and to set the rates. 

 

 Gloucester-Yorktown Ferry 

 

 A settler began operating the system, originally called the “Yorke Ferry”, to Gloucester Point one year 

before Yorktown was formally established by the British Ports Act in 1691.    

 

 In March 1867, the County Court of Gloucester set fares for the river crossing at 25 cents each for 

passengers and horses and 25 cents for each wheel on vehicles.  There was also a charge of 10 cents for hogs 

or sheep, 25 cents for cattle and passengers had a baggage allowance of 40 pounds.  Freight rates ranged up 

to 10 cents for sacks of salt and coffee, depending on size, and heavy barrels were 15 cents. 

 

 Also, in 1867 Judge J Llle Clarke of Gloucester granted William Henry Ashe a permit to operate a ferry.  

The previous franchise had lapsed in May 1862 when VA was busy fighting their neighbors.  In 1886 Mr. 

Ashe received a 99-year lease to run a ferry from Gloucester Point to Yorktown.  Clifton Richardson 

operated the franchise for a while and in 1917 William T. Ashe  (the son of William Henry) leased the ferry 

system from his mother for the sum of $50/month and the privilege of purchasing it at her death for $10,000 

– which he did. It became the Gloucester-Yorktown Ferry Corporation. He purchased land on each side for 

docks.  Before that they just ran the ship aground, unloaded and backed up.  In 1919 Mr. Ashe had Capt. 

Willie Smith of Severn build the Cornwallis.  It was almost 63 feet long and 24 wide, was enclosed and 

could carry 8 cars.  In December 1919 the first schedule was established.  Prior to that, if you were in 

Yorktown, you shouted and waved to get the Captain’s attention.  It generally parked at Gloucester Point.   

 

 Between July and October 1921 the ferry handled 20,000 autos.  In 1925 Mr. Ashe had the York built.  It 

was 106 feet long and 33 feet wide, made of wood, cost $75,000, and could handle 30 cars. In May he added 

the Palmetto that was 129 feet long and 35 feet wide, made of wood, could handle 20 cars and 150 

passengers, and cost $31,000.  On August 23, 1933 both docks were washed away and the York was heavily 

damaged in the great storm.  In 39 the Palmetto was sold and the Miss Washington added.  She was wood, 

60 feet long and 25 feet wide, and cost $10,000.  The Gloucester (built in 1932) was added in 41.  She was 

also wood, 107 feet long and 30 feet wide, and she cost $40,000. The Virginia, a steel ship was 152 feet long 

and 39 feet wide was added in 42 at a cost of $180,000 and in 44 the Miss Washington was sold.   The 

Virginia is still in service today.  It is one of the three ferries that run from Jamestown to Scotland Wharf on 

the James River.   

 

 Bits & Pieces 

 

 In 1949 they had 24-hour service and ran every 15 minutes.  A round trip was 80 cents, passenger was 15 

cents and auto and driver was 55 cents.  The State Highway Dept bought the Ferry Company in 1951 and the 

Coleman Bridge opened May 7, 1952.  When the bridge opened the ferry service ended.   

 

 Some of the ferries used in this area were sent to war in WWII.  The Yorktown, one of the last steamers to 

sail between Baltimore and West Point, enter the WWII lend-lease program and headed to England.  She 

never made it.  A German sub sank her. 

 

 The old docks and wharfs are gone.  Many of the places where the ferries landed are now private property 

and some that are still public property are difficult to get to.  However, if you have a canoe and want an 

interesting trip, you can follow the Gloucester County map and see where the ferries used to land. 

 

 

Will Ashe From A Small Beginning  

 

By L. Roane Hunt 

 

 

Young William “Will” T. Ashe began his apprentice training in 1892 at twelve 

according to the Roane family lore.  He left his home at Gloucester Point to work and live at 

the newly established Roanes Post Office and General Merchandize Store in the Wilson 

Creek area of Gloucester County.  His employer, Richard A. Roane, also owned a second 

store at Seldens and the Roanes Wharf on the Ware River.  He learned the business well, 

and in nine short years, 1901, he married Linwood Roane, the youngest sister of his 

employer.  They made their home with Richard Roane in the house that was attached to the 

Roanes Store.  Also, at this time, the partnership of Roane & Ashe was formed between 

Richard Roane and Will Ashe.  By 1906, Will Ashe had purchased a building sight on the 

Wilson Creek and half ownership of the Roanes Wharf from Thomas J. Meredith, owner of 

the Wilson Creek Farm.  When Richard Roane re-married in 1909, the Ashe family moved to 

H. Leon Hicks was born in 1927 to Paul and Pauline Hicks from Ohio.  Paul came to Gloucester to 

serve as pastor of the Achilles Friends Church.  Leon was employed by the York River Ferry 

Corporation in the latter years prior to its closing.  He was very proud of his association with the 

ferry service and was most familiar with the personnel employed in those latter years.  Actually, he 

compiled his book in 1990, thirty-eight years after the ferry closing.  He states that his list of ferry 

personnel was a partial list of those that he was able to recall.  The editors have added to his list 

from other sources.  Leon’s primary sources for his book were the various newspaper articles 

printed about the ferry including the complete text of some of the articles.  The editors have added 

a list of local newspaper articles from an index provided in the library of the Gloucester-Mathews 

Gazette-Journal office in Gloucester Courthouse.  Leon, now diseased, provided copies of his book to 

family and co-workers, and his book provides the basis for his present article.  L. Roane Hunt, 

December 2005 

 

                                     /John Gosnold 

                             /John Gosnold b: ABT 1470 

                     /Robert Gosnold b: ABT 1490 d: 1572 

                     |       \Katherine Kebell 

             /Robert Gosnold b: ABT 1514 d: 1559 

 

 

Ferryboat YORK  approaching dock with ramp 

extended.  Vehicle tires were blocked and a chain 

extended across the open-ended deck. 
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Name

 

Engine

 

Date 

Built

 

Built where

 

Built by 

whom 

 

Tonnage

 

Dimension

 

Car 

Cap.

 

Material

 

Cost

 

Arrival

 

Depart.

 

Remarks

 

UNKNOWN

 

Open lighter, 

bow ramp, 

motorboat tied 

alongside

 

 

Unknown

 

Clifton 

Richardson

 

 

4

 

 

 

1918

 

Operated by Mr. Richardson 

who rented franchise from 

Ashe family

 

CORNWALLIS

 

Enclosed 

double-

ender

 

Diesel screw

 

1918

 

Achilles, VA

 

Willis T. Smith

 

61 gross, 37 net

 

62.8’x24’x7.2’

 

8

 

Wood

 

$15,000

 

1918

 

1927

 

Built for Wm. T. Ashe.  Sold 

to Georgetown, SC

 

YORK

 

Enclosed 

double-

ender, 

upper deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1925

 

Baltimore, MD

 

Spedden 

Shipbuilding 

Co.

 

260 gross, 177 net

 

106.5’x33.1’x11.2’

 

22

 

Wood

 

$75,000

 

1925

 

1952

 

Operated on the York until 

the Coleman Bridge opened

 

PALMETTO

 

Renamed 

Cubango

 

Enclosed 

double-

ender, 

upper deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1926

 

Charleston, SC

 

Charleston 

Dry Dock & 

Machine Co.

 

252 gross, 171 net

 

129.4’x35.1’x9.5’

 

26

 

Wood

 

$31,000

 

1931

 

1939

 

Built for service on the 

Cooper River, SC.  Sold to 

an English firm and sent to 

Rio de Janeiro on her own 

bottom

 

MISS 

WASHINGTON

 

Double

-

ender, 

off

-

center pilot 

house, open 

deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1929

 

Norfolk, VA

 

Moon 

Shipbuilding 

Co.

 

63 gross, 43 net

 

59.8’x25.1’x7.7’

 

11

 

Wood

 

$10,000

 

1939

 

1944

 

Built for Rappahannock 

River, VA.  Returned to 

same service at Grey’s Point  

since taken over by VDOT

 

GLOUCESTER

 

Formerly Cecil 

May Adams

 

Double

-

ender, 

off

-

center pilot 

house

 

Diesel screw

 

1932

 

Norfolk, VA

 

Moon 

Shipbuilding 

Co.

 

182 gross, 110 net

 

59.8’x25.1’x7.7’

 

22

 

Wood

 

$40,000

 

1941

 

1952

 

Built for Potomac River 

service.  Operated on the 

York River until Coleman 

Bridge opened

 

VIRGINIA

 

Formerly City 

of Burlington

 

Double

-

ender, 

open deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1936

 

East Boston, 

MA

 

General Ship & 

Engine Co. 

327 gross, 168 net

 

152’x39’x10.5’

 

32

 

Steel

 

$180,000

 

1942

 

1952

 

Built for Service on Lake 

Champlain.  Operated on 

the York River until 

Coleman Bridge opened
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“Ferrying” Across the Rivers – Bob Plummer 

 

 When the settlers arrived in Gloucester there were most likely at least two established crossing points.  One 

was from Gloucester Point to Yorktown and the other was from Gloucester County to Middlesex County 

over the Piankatank River.  An act of the Colonial Assembly in January 1641, called for maintaining “ferrys 

and bridges” and for a “leavy for payment to the ferrymen to be made by the commissioners where the ferry 

is kept, and where one creeke parts two counties, then each of them to contribute towards the 

maintenance…” All passengers whether strangers or others should be freed from payment otherwise then by 

the leavie…” The free ferries were short-lived for in 1647, the Assembly, citing injustice to those who did 

not use the ferries, granted powers to county courts to authorize paying ferries and to set the rates. 

 

 Gloucester-Yorktown Ferry 

 

 A settler began operating the system, originally called the “Yorke Ferry”, to Gloucester Point one year 

before Yorktown was formally established by the British Ports Act in 1691.    

 

 In March 1867, the County Court of Gloucester set fares for the river crossing at 25 cents each for 

passengers and horses and 25 cents for each wheel on vehicles.  There was also a charge of 10 cents for hogs 

or sheep, 25 cents for cattle and passengers had a baggage allowance of 40 pounds.  Freight rates ranged up 

to 10 cents for sacks of salt and coffee, depending on size, and heavy barrels were 15 cents. 

 

 Also, in 1867 Judge J Llle Clarke of Gloucester granted William Henry Ashe a permit to operate a ferry.  

The previous franchise had lapsed in May 1862 when VA was busy fighting their neighbors.  In 1886 Mr. 

Ashe received a 99-year lease to run a ferry from Gloucester Point to Yorktown.  Clifton Richardson 

operated the franchise for a while and in 1917 William T. Ashe  (the son of William Henry) leased the ferry 

system from his mother for the sum of $50/month and the privilege of purchasing it at her death for $10,000 

– which he did. It became the Gloucester-Yorktown Ferry Corporation. He purchased land on each side for 

docks.  Before that they just ran the ship aground, unloaded and backed up.  In 1919 Mr. Ashe had Capt. 

Willie Smith of Severn build the Cornwallis.  It was almost 63 feet long and 24 wide, was enclosed and 

could carry 8 cars.  In December 1919 the first schedule was established.  Prior to that, if you were in 

Yorktown, you shouted and waved to get the Captain’s attention.  It generally parked at Gloucester Point.   

 

 Between July and October 1921 the ferry handled 20,000 autos.  In 1925 Mr. Ashe had the York built.  It 

was 106 feet long and 33 feet wide, made of wood, cost $75,000, and could handle 30 cars. In May he added 

the Palmetto that was 129 feet long and 35 feet wide, made of wood, could handle 20 cars and 150 

passengers, and cost $31,000.  On August 23, 1933 both docks were washed away and the York was heavily 

damaged in the great storm.  In 39 the Palmetto was sold and the Miss Washington added.  She was wood, 

60 feet long and 25 feet wide, and cost $10,000.  The Gloucester (built in 1932) was added in 41.  She was 

also wood, 107 feet long and 30 feet wide, and she cost $40,000. The Virginia, a steel ship was 152 feet long 

and 39 feet wide was added in 42 at a cost of $180,000 and in 44 the Miss Washington was sold.   The 

Virginia is still in service today.  It is one of the three ferries that run from Jamestown to Scotland Wharf on 

the James River.   

 

 Bits & Pieces 

 

 In 1949 they had 24-hour service and ran every 15 minutes.  A round trip was 80 cents, passenger was 15 

cents and auto and driver was 55 cents.  The State Highway Dept bought the Ferry Company in 1951 and the 

Coleman Bridge opened May 7, 1952.  When the bridge opened the ferry service ended.   

 

 Some of the ferries used in this area were sent to war in WWII.  The Yorktown, one of the last steamers to 

sail between Baltimore and West Point, enter the WWII lend-lease program and headed to England.  She 

never made it.  A German sub sank her. 

 

 The old docks and wharfs are gone.  Many of the places where the ferries landed are now private property 

and some that are still public property are difficult to get to.  However, if you have a canoe and want an 

interesting trip, you can follow the Gloucester County map and see where the ferries used to land. 

 

 

Capt. Bartholomew Gosnold Has  

Ties to Gloucester Area  

 

By Jennie Stokes Howe 

 

Bartholomew Gosnold, Captain of the Godspeed which landed at Jamestown in 1607, 

was the son of Anthony Gosnold and Dorothy Bacon Gosnold of Hessett, Suffolk, England.  

His Bacon family kin include Nathaniel Bacon, Sr., (1620-1692; Governor, President of the 

Virginia Council, buried at “Ringfield” off Colonial Parkway) and Nathaniel Bacon, Jr., “The 

Rebel” (1647-1676; said to have died at “Bacon’s Fort” at Woods Cross Roads in Gloucester, 

and secretly buried).  There is a marker at “Warner Hall” in Gloucester County, telling of 

Nathaniel Jr.’s adventures there during the uprising against Gov. Berkeley and the Indians, 

when “The Rebel” and Capt. William Byrd ransacked Warner’s home.  Ironically, Bacon was 

kin to Gov. Berkeley’s second wife, Lucy Frances Culpeper Berkeley.  In addition, the 

Yorktown monument is on land originally owned by Nathaniel Bacon (re: “Colonial 

Yorktown” by Trudell).  Collateral connections to the Bacon and Gosnold kin in Gloucester 

include the Todd family of Toddsbury.  

Also in this Bacon lineage is Sir Francis Bacon (1561-1626, English statesman, 

philosopher and essayist, whose death was the result of a “fowl experiment” in cold 

storage; he caught cold while stuffing a fowl with snow in order to observe the effects of 

refrigeration on the preservation of meat.)  There has been interesting speculation that Sir 

Francis was actually the playwright William Shakespeare.  Fueling the flames of this so-

called “Gosnold-Shakespeare 

Theory” is the easily-imagined 

picture of Bartholomew Gosnold 

relating his New World experi-

ences to his distinguished Bacon 

kinsman, who, some argue, 

authored “The Tempest.”  (To 

enjoy more of this theory, read 

Joseph L. Eldredge’s “Prospero’s 

Hen” on the internet through 

Humility Press.) 

Among the tombs at the 

entrance of Abingdon Episcopal 

Church (the graves moved there 

in 1911 from Fairfield/Carter’s 

Creek) in Gloucester Co., Virginia, 

is the tabletop tombstone of 

Abigail Smith Burwell, another 

Gosnold cousin.  The daughter of 

Anthony Smith and Martha Bacon 

Smith, Abigail’s gravestone reads: 

 

 

Will Ashe From A Small Beginning  

 

By L. Roane Hunt 

 

 

Young William “Will” T. Ashe began his apprentice training in 1892 at twelve 

according to the Roane family lore.  He left his home at Gloucester Point to work and live at 

the newly established Roanes Post Office and General Merchandize Store in the Wilson 

Creek area of Gloucester County.  His employer, Richard A. Roane, also owned a second 

store at Seldens and the Roanes Wharf on the Ware River.  He learned the business well, 

and in nine short years, 1901, he married Linwood Roane, the youngest sister of his 

employer.  They made their home with Richard Roane in the house that was attached to the 

Roanes Store.  Also, at this time, the partnership of Roane & Ashe was formed between 

Richard Roane and Will Ashe.  By 1906, Will Ashe had purchased a building sight on the 

Wilson Creek and half ownership of the Roanes Wharf from Thomas J. Meredith, owner of 

the Wilson Creek Farm.  When Richard Roane re-married in 1909, the Ashe family moved to 

H. Leon Hicks was born in 1927 to Paul and Pauline Hicks from Ohio.  Paul came to Gloucester to 

serve as pastor of the Achilles Friends Church.  Leon was employed by the York River Ferry 

Corporation in the latter years prior to its closing.  He was very proud of his association with the 

ferry service and was most familiar with the personnel employed in those latter years.  Actually, he 

compiled his book in 1990, thirty-eight years after the ferry closing.  He states that his list of ferry 

personnel was a partial list of those that he was able to recall.  The editors have added to his list 

from other sources.  Leon’s primary sources for his book were the various newspaper articles 

printed about the ferry including the complete text of some of the articles.  The editors have added 

a list of local newspaper articles from an index provided in the library of the Gloucester-Mathews 

Gazette-Journal office in Gloucester Courthouse.  Leon, now diseased, provided copies of his book to 

family and co-workers, and his book provides the basis for his present article.  L. Roane Hunt, 

December 2005 

Mrs. Nathaniel Bacon, Sr. (portrayed by Margaret Pickett), 

beside the grave of Abigail Smith Burwell (Bacon’s niece and 

heiress) at Abingdon Episcopal Church, Gloucester 

 

                                     /John Gosnold 

                             /John Gosnold b: ABT 1470 

                     /Robert Gosnold b: ABT 1490 d: 1572 

                     |       \Katherine Kebell 

             /Robert Gosnold b: ABT 1514 d: 1559 

 

 

Ferryboat YORK  approaching dock with ramp 

extended.  Vehicle tires were blocked and a chain 

extended across the open-ended deck. 
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Name

 

Engine

 

Date 

Built

 

Built where

 

Built by 

whom 

 

Tonnage

 

Dimension

 

Car 

Cap.

 

Material

 

Cost

 

Arrival

 

Depart.

 

Remarks

 

UNKNOWN

 

Open lighter, 

bow ramp, 

motorboat tied 

alongside

 

 

Unknown

 

Clifton 

Richardson

 

 

4

 

 

 

1918

 

Operated by Mr. Richardson 

who rented franchise from 

Ashe family

 

CORNWALLIS

 

Enclosed 

double-

ender

 

Diesel screw

 

1918

 

Achilles, VA

 

Willis T. Smith

 

61 gross, 37 net

 

62.8’x24’x7.2’

 

8

 

Wood

 

$15,000

 

1918

 

1927

 

Built for Wm. T. Ashe.  Sold 

to Georgetown, SC

 

YORK

 

Enclosed 

double-

ender, 

upper deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1925

 

Baltimore, MD

 

Spedden 

Shipbuilding 

Co.

 

260 gross, 177 net

 

106.5’x33.1’x11.2’

 

22

 

Wood

 

$75,000

 

1925

 

1952

 

Operated on the York until 

the Coleman Bridge opened

 

PALMETTO

 

Renamed 

Cubango

 

Enclosed 

double-

ender, 

upper deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1926

 

Charleston, SC

 

Charleston 

Dry Dock & 

Machine Co.

 

252 gross, 171 net

 

129.4’x35.1’x9.5’

 

26

 

Wood

 

$31,000

 

1931

 

1939

 

Built for service on the 

Cooper River, SC.  Sold to 

an English firm and sent to 

Rio de Janeiro on her own 

bottom

 

MISS 

WASHINGTON

 

Double

-

ender, 

off

-

center pilot 

house, open 

deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1929

 

Norfolk, VA

 

Moon 

Shipbuilding 

Co.

 

63 gross, 43 net

 

59.8’x25.1’x7.7’

 

11

 

Wood

 

$10,000

 

1939

 

1944

 

Built for Rappahannock 

River, VA.  Returned to 

same service at Grey’s Point  

since taken over by VDOT

 

GLOUCESTER

 

Formerly Cecil 

May Adams

 

Double

-

ender, 

off

-

center pilot 

house

 

Diesel screw

 

1932

 

Norfolk, VA

 

Moon 

Shipbuilding 

Co.

 

182 gross, 110 net

 

59.8’x25.1’x7.7’

 

22

 

Wood

 

$40,000

 

1941

 

1952

 

Built for Potomac River 

service.  Operated on the 

York River until Coleman 

Bridge opened

 

VIRGINIA

 

Formerly City 

of Burlington

 

Double

-

ender, 

open deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1936

 

East Boston, 

MA

 

General Ship & 

Engine Co. 

327 gross, 168 net

 

152’x39’x10.5’

 

32

 

Steel

 

$180,000

 

1942

 

1952

 

Built for Service on Lake 

Champlain.  Operated on 

the York River until 

Coleman Bridge opened
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“Ferrying” Across the Rivers – Bob Plummer 

 

 When the settlers arrived in Gloucester there were most likely at least two established crossing points.  One 

was from Gloucester Point to Yorktown and the other was from Gloucester County to Middlesex County 

over the Piankatank River.  An act of the Colonial Assembly in January 1641, called for maintaining “ferrys 

and bridges” and for a “leavy for payment to the ferrymen to be made by the commissioners where the ferry 

is kept, and where one creeke parts two counties, then each of them to contribute towards the 

maintenance…” All passengers whether strangers or others should be freed from payment otherwise then by 

the leavie…” The free ferries were short-lived for in 1647, the Assembly, citing injustice to those who did 

not use the ferries, granted powers to county courts to authorize paying ferries and to set the rates. 

 

 Gloucester-Yorktown Ferry 

 

 A settler began operating the system, originally called the “Yorke Ferry”, to Gloucester Point one year 

before Yorktown was formally established by the British Ports Act in 1691.    

 

 In March 1867, the County Court of Gloucester set fares for the river crossing at 25 cents each for 

passengers and horses and 25 cents for each wheel on vehicles.  There was also a charge of 10 cents for hogs 

or sheep, 25 cents for cattle and passengers had a baggage allowance of 40 pounds.  Freight rates ranged up 

to 10 cents for sacks of salt and coffee, depending on size, and heavy barrels were 15 cents. 

 

 Also, in 1867 Judge J Llle Clarke of Gloucester granted William Henry Ashe a permit to operate a ferry.  

The previous franchise had lapsed in May 1862 when VA was busy fighting their neighbors.  In 1886 Mr. 

Ashe received a 99-year lease to run a ferry from Gloucester Point to Yorktown.  Clifton Richardson 

operated the franchise for a while and in 1917 William T. Ashe  (the son of William Henry) leased the ferry 

system from his mother for the sum of $50/month and the privilege of purchasing it at her death for $10,000 

– which he did. It became the Gloucester-Yorktown Ferry Corporation. He purchased land on each side for 

docks.  Before that they just ran the ship aground, unloaded and backed up.  In 1919 Mr. Ashe had Capt. 

Willie Smith of Severn build the Cornwallis.  It was almost 63 feet long and 24 wide, was enclosed and 

could carry 8 cars.  In December 1919 the first schedule was established.  Prior to that, if you were in 

Yorktown, you shouted and waved to get the Captain’s attention.  It generally parked at Gloucester Point.   

 

 Between July and October 1921 the ferry handled 20,000 autos.  In 1925 Mr. Ashe had the York built.  It 

was 106 feet long and 33 feet wide, made of wood, cost $75,000, and could handle 30 cars. In May he added 

the Palmetto that was 129 feet long and 35 feet wide, made of wood, could handle 20 cars and 150 

passengers, and cost $31,000.  On August 23, 1933 both docks were washed away and the York was heavily 

damaged in the great storm.  In 39 the Palmetto was sold and the Miss Washington added.  She was wood, 

60 feet long and 25 feet wide, and cost $10,000.  The Gloucester (built in 1932) was added in 41.  She was 

also wood, 107 feet long and 30 feet wide, and she cost $40,000. The Virginia, a steel ship was 152 feet long 

and 39 feet wide was added in 42 at a cost of $180,000 and in 44 the Miss Washington was sold.   The 

Virginia is still in service today.  It is one of the three ferries that run from Jamestown to Scotland Wharf on 

the James River.   

 

 Bits & Pieces 

 

 In 1949 they had 24-hour service and ran every 15 minutes.  A round trip was 80 cents, passenger was 15 

cents and auto and driver was 55 cents.  The State Highway Dept bought the Ferry Company in 1951 and the 

Coleman Bridge opened May 7, 1952.  When the bridge opened the ferry service ended.   

 

 Some of the ferries used in this area were sent to war in WWII.  The Yorktown, one of the last steamers to 

sail between Baltimore and West Point, enter the WWII lend-lease program and headed to England.  She 

never made it.  A German sub sank her. 

 

 The old docks and wharfs are gone.  Many of the places where the ferries landed are now private property 

and some that are still public property are difficult to get to.  However, if you have a canoe and want an 

interesting trip, you can follow the Gloucester County map and see where the ferries used to land. 

 

 

Will Ashe From A Small Beginning  

 

By L. Roane Hunt 

 

 

Young William “Will” T. Ashe began his apprentice training in 1892 at twelve 

according to the Roane family lore.  He left his home at Gloucester Point to work and live at 

the newly established Roanes Post Office and General Merchandize Store in the Wilson 

Creek area of Gloucester County.  His employer, Richard A. Roane, also owned a second 

store at Seldens and the Roanes Wharf on the Ware River.  He learned the business well, 

and in nine short years, 1901, he married Linwood Roane, the youngest sister of his 

employer.  They made their home with Richard Roane in the house that was attached to the 

Roanes Store.  Also, at this time, the partnership of Roane & Ashe was formed between 

Richard Roane and Will Ashe.  By 1906, Will Ashe had purchased a building sight on the 

Wilson Creek and half ownership of the Roanes Wharf from Thomas J. Meredith, owner of 

the Wilson Creek Farm.  When Richard Roane re-married in 1909, the Ashe family moved to 

H. Leon Hicks was born in 1927 to Paul and Pauline Hicks from Ohio.  Paul came to Gloucester to 

serve as pastor of the Achilles Friends Church.  Leon was employed by the York River Ferry 

Corporation in the latter years prior to its closing.  He was very proud of his association with the 

ferry service and was most familiar with the personnel employed in those latter years.  Actually, he 

compiled his book in 1990, thirty-eight years after the ferry closing.  He states that his list of ferry 

personnel was a partial list of those that he was able to recall.  The editors have added to his list 

from other sources.  Leon’s primary sources for his book were the various newspaper articles 

printed about the ferry including the complete text of some of the articles.  The editors have added 

a list of local newspaper articles from an index provided in the library of the Gloucester-Mathews 

Gazette-Journal office in Gloucester Courthouse.  Leon, now diseased, provided copies of his book to 

family and co-workers, and his book provides the basis for his present article.  L. Roane Hunt, 

December 2005 

 

                                     /John Gosnold 

                             /John Gosnold b: ABT 1470 

                     /Robert Gosnold b: ABT 1490 d: 1572 

                     |       \Katherine Kebell 

             /Robert Gosnold b: ABT 1514 d: 1559 

 

 

Ferryboat YORK  approaching dock with ramp 

extended.  Vehicle tires were blocked and a chain 

extended across the open-ended deck. 
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Depart.

 

Remarks

 

UNKNOWN

 

Open lighter, 

bow ramp, 

motorboat tied 

alongside

 

 

Unknown

 

Clifton 

Richardson

 

 

4

 

 

 

1918

 

Operated by Mr. Richardson 

who rented franchise from 

Ashe family

 

CORNWALLIS

 

Enclosed 

double-

ender

 

Diesel screw

 

1918

 

Achilles, VA

 

Willis T. Smith

 

61 gross, 37 net

 

62.8’x24’x7.2’

 

8

 

Wood

 

$15,000

 

1918

 

1927

 

Built for Wm. T. Ashe.  Sold 

to Georgetown, SC

 

YORK

 

Enclosed 

double-

ender, 

upper deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1925

 

Baltimore, MD

 

Spedden 

Shipbuilding 

Co.

 

260 gross, 177 net

 

106.5’x33.1’x11.2’

 

22

 

Wood

 

$75,000

 

1925

 

1952

 

Operated on the York until 

the Coleman Bridge opened

 

PALMETTO

 

Renamed 

Cubango

 

Enclosed 

double-

ender, 

upper deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1926

 

Charleston, SC

 

Charleston 

Dry Dock & 

Machine Co.

 

252 gross, 171 net

 

129.4’x35.1’x9.5’

 

26

 

Wood

 

$31,000

 

1931

 

1939

 

Built for service on the 

Cooper River, SC.  Sold to 

an English firm and sent to 

Rio de Janeiro on her own 

bottom

 

MISS 

WASHINGTON

 

Double

-

ender, 

off

-

center pilot 

house, open 

deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1929

 

Norfolk, VA

 

Moon 

Shipbuilding 

Co.

 

63 gross, 43 net

 

59.8’x25.1’x7.7’

 

11

 

Wood

 

$10,000

 

1939

 

1944

 

Built for Rappahannock 

River, VA.  Returned to 

same service at Grey’s Point  

since taken over by VDOT

 

GLOUCESTER

 

Formerly Cecil 

May Adams

 

Double

-

ender, 

off

-

center pilot 

house

 

Diesel screw

 

1932

 

Norfolk, VA

 

Moon 

Shipbuilding 

Co.

 

182 gross, 110 net

 

59.8’x25.1’x7.7’

 

22

 

Wood

 

$40,000

 

1941

 

1952

 

Built for Potomac River 

service.  Operated on the 

York River until Coleman 

Bridge opened

 

VIRGINIA

 

Formerly City 

of Burlington

 

Double

-

ender, 

open deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1936

 

East Boston, 

MA

 

General Ship & 

Engine Co. 

327 gross, 168 net

 

152’x39’x10.5’

 

32

 

Steel

 

$180,000

 

1942

 

1952

 

Built for Service on Lake 

Champlain.  Operated on 

the York River until 

Coleman Bridge opened

 

DAILY PRESS, Newport News, Wednesday, May 7, 1952

 

Particulars Of The Gloucester Point

—

Yorktown Ferryboats

 

Z

ec

h

1933 WT Ashe 

paid off loan, $414. 

“Ferrying” Across the Rivers – Bob Plummer 

 

 When the settlers arrived in Gloucester there were most likely at least two established crossing points.  One 

was from Gloucester Point to Yorktown and the other was from Gloucester County to Middlesex County 

over the Piankatank River.  An act of the Colonial Assembly in January 1641, called for maintaining “ferrys 

and bridges” and for a “leavy for payment to the ferrymen to be made by the commissioners where the ferry 

is kept, and where one creeke parts two counties, then each of them to contribute towards the 

maintenance…” All passengers whether strangers or others should be freed from payment otherwise then by 

the leavie…” The free ferries were short-lived for in 1647, the Assembly, citing injustice to those who did 

not use the ferries, granted powers to county courts to authorize paying ferries and to set the rates. 

 

 Gloucester-Yorktown Ferry 

 

 A settler began operating the system, originally called the “Yorke Ferry”, to Gloucester Point one year 

before Yorktown was formally established by the British Ports Act in 1691.    

 

 In March 1867, the County Court of Gloucester set fares for the river crossing at 25 cents each for 

passengers and horses and 25 cents for each wheel on vehicles.  There was also a charge of 10 cents for hogs 

or sheep, 25 cents for cattle and passengers had a baggage allowance of 40 pounds.  Freight rates ranged up 

to 10 cents for sacks of salt and coffee, depending on size, and heavy barrels were 15 cents. 

 

 Also, in 1867 Judge J Llle Clarke of Gloucester granted William Henry Ashe a permit to operate a ferry.  

The previous franchise had lapsed in May 1862 when VA was busy fighting their neighbors.  In 1886 Mr. 

Ashe received a 99-year lease to run a ferry from Gloucester Point to Yorktown.  Clifton Richardson 

operated the franchise for a while and in 1917 William T. Ashe  (the son of William Henry) leased the ferry 

system from his mother for the sum of $50/month and the privilege of purchasing it at her death for $10,000 

– which he did. It became the Gloucester-Yorktown Ferry Corporation. He purchased land on each side for 

docks.  Before that they just ran the ship aground, unloaded and backed up.  In 1919 Mr. Ashe had Capt. 

Willie Smith of Severn build the Cornwallis.  It was almost 63 feet long and 24 wide, was enclosed and 

could carry 8 cars.  In December 1919 the first schedule was established.  Prior to that, if you were in 

Yorktown, you shouted and waved to get the Captain’s attention.  It generally parked at Gloucester Point.   

 

 Between July and October 1921 the ferry handled 20,000 autos.  In 1925 Mr. Ashe had the York built.  It 

was 106 feet long and 33 feet wide, made of wood, cost $75,000, and could handle 30 cars. In May he added 

the Palmetto that was 129 feet long and 35 feet wide, made of wood, could handle 20 cars and 150 

passengers, and cost $31,000.  On August 23, 1933 both docks were washed away and the York was heavily 

damaged in the great storm.  In 39 the Palmetto was sold and the Miss Washington added.  She was wood, 

60 feet long and 25 feet wide, and cost $10,000.  The Gloucester (built in 1932) was added in 41.  She was 

also wood, 107 feet long and 30 feet wide, and she cost $40,000. The Virginia, a steel ship was 152 feet long 

and 39 feet wide was added in 42 at a cost of $180,000 and in 44 the Miss Washington was sold.   The 

Virginia is still in service today.  It is one of the three ferries that run from Jamestown to Scotland Wharf on 

the James River.   

 

 Bits & Pieces 

 

 In 1949 they had 24-hour service and ran every 15 minutes.  A round trip was 80 cents, passenger was 15 

cents and auto and driver was 55 cents.  The State Highway Dept bought the Ferry Company in 1951 and the 

Coleman Bridge opened May 7, 1952.  When the bridge opened the ferry service ended.   

 

 Some of the ferries used in this area were sent to war in WWII.  The Yorktown, one of the last steamers to 

sail between Baltimore and West Point, enter the WWII lend-lease program and headed to England.  She 

never made it.  A German sub sank her. 

 

 The old docks and wharfs are gone.  Many of the places where the ferries landed are now private property 

and some that are still public property are difficult to get to.  However, if you have a canoe and want an 

interesting trip, you can follow the Gloucester County map and see where the ferries used to land. 

“To the Sacred Memory of ABIGAILE the Loveing & Beloved Wife of Maj. LEWIS BURWELL of 

the County of Gloster in VIRGINIA, Gent. who was descended of the illustrious Family of 

the BACONS and Heiresse of Honbl.  NATHANIEL BACON, Esqr. President of Virginia who 

Not being more Honorable in her Birth Than vertuous in her Life Departed this world the 

12th day of November 1692 aged 36 years haveing Blessed her Husband with four Sons and 

six Daughters.”  As well as being his heiress, Abigail was reared by her uncle Nathaniel, Sr. 

and his wife, Elizabeth Kingsmill Bacon. (When portraying Elizabeth at a Gloucester 

Genealogy Society meeting on March 28, 2005, Margaret “Peggy” Pickett noted that Abigail 

died just six months after her benefactor, Nathaniel Bacon, Sr.)  

Children of Abigail Smith (1656-1692) and husband Lewis Burwell (c1647-1710) of 

Fairfield/Carter’s Creek in Gloucester include: 

*Nathaniel Burwell, who married a daughter of Robert “King” Carter.  Nathaniel and 

Elizabeth Carter Burwell were grandparents of Rebecca Burwell (who refused the hand of 

Thomas Jefferson, instead marrying Jaqueline Ambler, and had daughter, Mary Willis 

Ambler, who was the wife of Chief Justice John Marshall).  

*Elizabeth Burwell, who married Benjamin Harrison of Berkeley and whose son 

married Anne Carter, another daughter of “King” Carter. They were ancestors of two 

American presidents, William Henry Harrison and Benjamin Harrison. 

*Martha Burwell, who married Henry Armistead (Martha and/or her sister Lucy were 

courted by jealous Gov. Nicholson, who caused quite a stir, before he was reprimanded 

by the girls’ father and called back to England.) 

*Lucy Burwell (b 1683) married Edmund Berkeley (The son-in-law of Joan Stubbs of the 

Gloucester Genealogical Society is a descendant.)  

Now having many Gloucester, Virginia connections, Bartholomew Gosnold was born in 

Suffolk, England by 1572 (when he is mentioned in a will).  Otley Hall, the family seat in 

Suffolk, was filled with stories of the great voyages of discovery by men such as Giovanni 

Verrazano and Sir Humphrey Gilbert.  Bartholomew attended Cambridge, studied law at 

Middle Temple, and married Mary Golding.  They had a daughter, Martha, born in 1602, 

and a son, Paul, born in 1605.  Mary G. Gosnold was granddaughter of Sir Andrew Judd, 

Lord Mayor of London and was also 

a cousin of Edward M. Wingfield 

and of Sir Thomas Smythe (founder 

of the East India Company, a leader 

of the Virginia Company, and at the 

time, England’s foremost world 

trader).  Gosnold and Henry 

Wriothesley (pronounced “Risley”), 

the Third Earl of Southampton, 

were together at Cambridge and 

also read law at the Middle Temple.  

Having become entranced with 

the idea of exploring the New 

World, in 1597 Bartholomew joined 

the Earls of Essex and Southampton 

on an expedition to raid the Azores.  

His first crossing of the Atlantic, 

some researchers say, was an 

 

 

Will Ashe From A Small Beginning  

 

By L. Roane Hunt 

 

 

Young William “Will” T. Ashe began his apprentice training in 1892 at twelve 

according to the Roane family lore.  He left his home at Gloucester Point to work and live at 

the newly established Roanes Post Office and General Merchandize Store in the Wilson 

Creek area of Gloucester County.  His employer, Richard A. Roane, also owned a second 

store at Seldens and the Roanes Wharf on the Ware River.  He learned the business well, 

and in nine short years, 1901, he married Linwood Roane, the youngest sister of his 

employer.  They made their home with Richard Roane in the house that was attached to the 

Roanes Store.  Also, at this time, the partnership of Roane & Ashe was formed between 

Richard Roane and Will Ashe.  By 1906, Will Ashe had purchased a building sight on the 

Wilson Creek and half ownership of the Roanes Wharf from Thomas J. Meredith, owner of 

the Wilson Creek Farm.  When Richard Roane re-married in 1909, the Ashe family moved to 

H. Leon Hicks was born in 1927 to Paul and Pauline Hicks from Ohio.  Paul came to Gloucester to 

serve as pastor of the Achilles Friends Church.  Leon was employed by the York River Ferry 

Corporation in the latter years prior to its closing.  He was very proud of his association with the 

ferry service and was most familiar with the personnel employed in those latter years.  Actually, he 

compiled his book in 1990, thirty-eight years after the ferry closing.  He states that his list of ferry 

personnel was a partial list of those that he was able to recall.  The editors have added to his list 

from other sources.  Leon’s primary sources for his book were the various newspaper articles 

printed about the ferry including the complete text of some of the articles.  The editors have added 

a list of local newspaper articles from an index provided in the library of the Gloucester-Mathews 

Gazette-Journal office in Gloucester Courthouse.  Leon, now diseased, provided copies of his book to 

family and co-workers, and his book provides the basis for his present article.  L. Roane Hunt, 

December 2005 

Robert Gosnold , b. abt 1514, d. 1559 

 +m. Mary Vesey 

Anthony Gosnold , b. abt 1536 

 +m. Dorothy Bacon 

Bartholomew Gosnold, b. c 1571, d. Aug 22, 1607 

+m. Mary Golding 

Martha Gosnold, b. 1602, d. 1603 

Paul Gosnold, b. 1605 

Anthony Gosnold, d. Jan 1, 1608/9  

Wingfield Gosnold 

+m. Unknown 

Mary Gosnold 

Ursula Gosnold, d. Jul 10, 1655 

Elizabeth Gosnold 

+m. 1599 Thomas Tilney 

 

                                     /John Gosnold 

                             /John Gosnold b: ABT 1470 

                     /Robert Gosnold b: ABT 1490 d: 1572 

                     |       \Katherine Kebell 

             /Robert Gosnold b: ABT 1514 d: 1559 

 

 

Ferryboat YORK  approaching dock with ramp 

extended.  Vehicle tires were blocked and a chain 

extended across the open-ended deck. 

Capt. Bartholomew Gosnold Has Ties to Gloucester Area 
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Remarks

 

UNKNOWN

 

Open lighter, 

bow ramp, 

motorboat tied 

alongside

 

 

Unknown

 

Clifton 

Richardson

 

 

4

 

 

 

1918

 

Operated by Mr. Richardson 

who rented franchise from 

Ashe family

 

CORNWALLIS

 

Enclosed 

double-

ender

 

Diesel screw

 

1918

 

Achilles, VA

 

Willis T. Smith

 

61 gross, 37 net

 

62.8’x24’x7.2’

 

8

 

Wood

 

$15,000

 

1918

 

1927

 

Built for Wm. T. Ashe.  Sold 

to Georgetown, SC

 

YORK

 

Enclosed 

double-

ender, 

upper deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1925

 

Baltimore, MD

 

Spedden 

Shipbuilding 

Co.

 

260 gross, 177 net

 

106.5’x33.1’x11.2’

 

22

 

Wood

 

$75,000

 

1925

 

1952

 

Operated on the York until 

the Coleman Bridge opened

 

PALMETTO

 

Renamed 

Cubango

 

Enclosed 

double-

ender, 

upper deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1926

 

Charleston, SC

 

Charleston 

Dry Dock & 

Machine Co.

 

252 gross, 171 net

 

129.4’x35.1’x9.5’

 

26

 

Wood

 

$31,000

 

1931

 

1939

 

Built for service on the 

Cooper River, SC.  Sold to 

an English firm and sent to 

Rio de Janeiro on her own 

bottom

 

MISS 

WASHINGTON

 

Double

-

ender, 

off

-

center pilot 

house, open 

deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1929

 

Norfolk, VA

 

Moon 

Shipbuilding 

Co.

 

63 gross, 43 net

 

59.8’x25.1’x7.7’

 

11

 

Wood

 

$10,000

 

1939

 

1944

 

Built for Rappahannock 

River, VA.  Returned to 

same service at Grey’s Point  

since taken over by VDOT

 

GLOUCESTER

 

Formerly Cecil 

May Adams

 

Double

-

ender, 

off

-

center pilot 

house

 

Diesel screw

 

1932

 

Norfolk, VA

 

Moon 

Shipbuilding 

Co.

 

182 gross, 110 net

 

59.8’x25.1’x7.7’

 

22

 

Wood

 

$40,000

 

1941

 

1952

 

Built for Potomac River 

service.  Operated on the 

York River until Coleman 

Bridge opened

 

VIRGINIA

 

Formerly City 

of Burlington

 

Double

-

ender, 

open deck

 

Diesel screw

 

1936

 

East Boston, 

MA

 

General Ship & 

Engine Co. 

327 gross, 168 net

 

152’x39’x10.5’

 

32

 

Steel

 

$180,000

 

1942

 

1952

 

Built for Service on Lake 

Champlain.  Operated on 

the York River until 

Coleman Bridge opened
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paid off loan, $414. 

“Ferrying” Across the Rivers – Bob Plummer 

 

 When the settlers arrived in Gloucester there were most likely at least two established crossing points.  One 

was from Gloucester Point to Yorktown and the other was from Gloucester County to Middlesex County 

over the Piankatank River.  An act of the Colonial Assembly in January 1641, called for maintaining “ferrys 

and bridges” and for a “leavy for payment to the ferrymen to be made by the commissioners where the ferry 

is kept, and where one creeke parts two counties, then each of them to contribute towards the 

maintenance…” All passengers whether strangers or others should be freed from payment otherwise then by 

the leavie…” The free ferries were short-lived for in 1647, the Assembly, citing injustice to those who did 

not use the ferries, granted powers to county courts to authorize paying ferries and to set the rates. 

 

 Gloucester-Yorktown Ferry 

 

 A settler began operating the system, originally called the “Yorke Ferry”, to Gloucester Point one year 

before Yorktown was formally established by the British Ports Act in 1691.    

 

 In March 1867, the County Court of Gloucester set fares for the river crossing at 25 cents each for 

passengers and horses and 25 cents for each wheel on vehicles.  There was also a charge of 10 cents for hogs 

or sheep, 25 cents for cattle and passengers had a baggage allowance of 40 pounds.  Freight rates ranged up 

to 10 cents for sacks of salt and coffee, depending on size, and heavy barrels were 15 cents. 

 

 Also, in 1867 Judge J Llle Clarke of Gloucester granted William Henry Ashe a permit to operate a ferry.  

The previous franchise had lapsed in May 1862 when VA was busy fighting their neighbors.  In 1886 Mr. 

Ashe received a 99-year lease to run a ferry from Gloucester Point to Yorktown.  Clifton Richardson 

operated the franchise for a while and in 1917 William T. Ashe  (the son of William Henry) leased the ferry 

system from his mother for the sum of $50/month and the privilege of purchasing it at her death for $10,000 

– which he did. It became the Gloucester-Yorktown Ferry Corporation. He purchased land on each side for 

docks.  Before that they just ran the ship aground, unloaded and backed up.  In 1919 Mr. Ashe had Capt. 

Willie Smith of Severn build the Cornwallis.  It was almost 63 feet long and 24 wide, was enclosed and 

could carry 8 cars.  In December 1919 the first schedule was established.  Prior to that, if you were in 

Yorktown, you shouted and waved to get the Captain’s attention.  It generally parked at Gloucester Point.   

 

 Between July and October 1921 the ferry handled 20,000 autos.  In 1925 Mr. Ashe had the York built.  It 

was 106 feet long and 33 feet wide, made of wood, cost $75,000, and could handle 30 cars. In May he added 

the Palmetto that was 129 feet long and 35 feet wide, made of wood, could handle 20 cars and 150 

passengers, and cost $31,000.  On August 23, 1933 both docks were washed away and the York was heavily 

damaged in the great storm.  In 39 the Palmetto was sold and the Miss Washington added.  She was wood, 

60 feet long and 25 feet wide, and cost $10,000.  The Gloucester (built in 1932) was added in 41.  She was 

also wood, 107 feet long and 30 feet wide, and she cost $40,000. The Virginia, a steel ship was 152 feet long 

and 39 feet wide was added in 42 at a cost of $180,000 and in 44 the Miss Washington was sold.   The 

Virginia is still in service today.  It is one of the three ferries that run from Jamestown to Scotland Wharf on 

the James River.   

 

 Bits & Pieces 

 

 In 1949 they had 24-hour service and ran every 15 minutes.  A round trip was 80 cents, passenger was 15 

cents and auto and driver was 55 cents.  The State Highway Dept bought the Ferry Company in 1951 and the 

Coleman Bridge opened May 7, 1952.  When the bridge opened the ferry service ended.   

 

 Some of the ferries used in this area were sent to war in WWII.  The Yorktown, one of the last steamers to 

sail between Baltimore and West Point, enter the WWII lend-lease program and headed to England.  She 

never made it.  A German sub sank her. 

 

 The old docks and wharfs are gone.  Many of the places where the ferries landed are now private property 

and some that are still public property are difficult to get to.  However, if you have a canoe and want an 

interesting trip, you can follow the Gloucester County map and see where the ferries used to land. 

 

 

Will Ashe From A Small Beginning  

 

By L. Roane Hunt 

 

 

Young William “Will” T. Ashe began his apprentice training in 1892 at twelve 

according to the Roane family lore.  He left his home at Gloucester Point to work and live at 

the newly established Roanes Post Office and General Merchandize Store in the Wilson 

Creek area of Gloucester County.  His employer, Richard A. Roane, also owned a second 

store at Seldens and the Roanes Wharf on the Ware River.  He learned the business well, 

and in nine short years, 1901, he married Linwood Roane, the youngest sister of his 

employer.  They made their home with Richard Roane in the house that was attached to the 

Roanes Store.  Also, at this time, the partnership of Roane & Ashe was formed between 

Richard Roane and Will Ashe.  By 1906, Will Ashe had purchased a building sight on the 

Wilson Creek and half ownership of the Roanes Wharf from Thomas J. Meredith, owner of 

the Wilson Creek Farm.  When Richard Roane re-married in 1909, the Ashe family moved to 

H. Leon Hicks was born in 1927 to Paul and Pauline Hicks from Ohio.  Paul came to Gloucester to 

serve as pastor of the Achilles Friends Church.  Leon was employed by the York River Ferry 

Corporation in the latter years prior to its closing.  He was very proud of his association with the 

ferry service and was most familiar with the personnel employed in those latter years.  Actually, he 

compiled his book in 1990, thirty-eight years after the ferry closing.  He states that his list of ferry 

personnel was a partial list of those that he was able to recall.  The editors have added to his list 

from other sources.  Leon’s primary sources for his book were the various newspaper articles 

printed about the ferry including the complete text of some of the articles.  The editors have added 

a list of local newspaper articles from an index provided in the library of the Gloucester-Mathews 

Gazette-Journal office in Gloucester Courthouse.  Leon, now diseased, provided copies of his book to 

family and co-workers, and his book provides the basis for his present article.  L. Roane Hunt, 

December 2005 

 

                                     /John Gosnold 

                             /John Gosnold b: ABT 1470 

                     /Robert Gosnold b: ABT 1490 d: 1572 

                     |       \Katherine Kebell 

             /Robert Gosnold b: ABT 1514 d: 1559 

 

 

Ferryboat YORK  approaching dock with ramp 

extended.  Vehicle tires were blocked and a chain 

extended across the open-ended deck. 
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bow ramp, 

motorboat tied 

alongside

 

 

Unknown

 

Clifton 

Richardson
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Shipbuilding 
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Wood
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Operated on the York until 
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Rio de Janeiro on her own 
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off
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Shipbuilding 
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since taken over by VDOT
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Built for Potomac River 
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York River until Coleman 
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Champlain.  Operated on 

the York River until 

Coleman Bridge opened
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“Ferrying” Across the Rivers – Bob Plummer 

 

 When the settlers arrived in Gloucester there were most likely at least two established crossing points.  One 

was from Gloucester Point to Yorktown and the other was from Gloucester County to Middlesex County 

over the Piankatank River.  An act of the Colonial Assembly in January 1641, called for maintaining “ferrys 

and bridges” and for a “leavy for payment to the ferrymen to be made by the commissioners where the ferry 

is kept, and where one creeke parts two counties, then each of them to contribute towards the 

maintenance…” All passengers whether strangers or others should be freed from payment otherwise then by 

the leavie…” The free ferries were short-lived for in 1647, the Assembly, citing injustice to those who did 

not use the ferries, granted powers to county courts to authorize paying ferries and to set the rates. 

 

 Gloucester-Yorktown Ferry 

 

 A settler began operating the system, originally called the “Yorke Ferry”, to Gloucester Point one year 

before Yorktown was formally established by the British Ports Act in 1691.    

 

 In March 1867, the County Court of Gloucester set fares for the river crossing at 25 cents each for 

passengers and horses and 25 cents for each wheel on vehicles.  There was also a charge of 10 cents for hogs 

or sheep, 25 cents for cattle and passengers had a baggage allowance of 40 pounds.  Freight rates ranged up 

to 10 cents for sacks of salt and coffee, depending on size, and heavy barrels were 15 cents. 

 

 Also, in 1867 Judge J Llle Clarke of Gloucester granted William Henry Ashe a permit to operate a ferry.  

The previous franchise had lapsed in May 1862 when VA was busy fighting their neighbors.  In 1886 Mr. 

Ashe received a 99-year lease to run a ferry from Gloucester Point to Yorktown.  Clifton Richardson 

operated the franchise for a while and in 1917 William T. Ashe  (the son of William Henry) leased the ferry 

system from his mother for the sum of $50/month and the privilege of purchasing it at her death for $10,000 

– which he did. It became the Gloucester-Yorktown Ferry Corporation. He purchased land on each side for 

docks.  Before that they just ran the ship aground, unloaded and backed up.  In 1919 Mr. Ashe had Capt. 

Willie Smith of Severn build the Cornwallis.  It was almost 63 feet long and 24 wide, was enclosed and 

could carry 8 cars.  In December 1919 the first schedule was established.  Prior to that, if you were in 

Yorktown, you shouted and waved to get the Captain’s attention.  It generally parked at Gloucester Point.   

 

 Between July and October 1921 the ferry handled 20,000 autos.  In 1925 Mr. Ashe had the York built.  It 

was 106 feet long and 33 feet wide, made of wood, cost $75,000, and could handle 30 cars. In May he added 

the Palmetto that was 129 feet long and 35 feet wide, made of wood, could handle 20 cars and 150 

passengers, and cost $31,000.  On August 23, 1933 both docks were washed away and the York was heavily 

damaged in the great storm.  In 39 the Palmetto was sold and the Miss Washington added.  She was wood, 

60 feet long and 25 feet wide, and cost $10,000.  The Gloucester (built in 1932) was added in 41.  She was 

also wood, 107 feet long and 30 feet wide, and she cost $40,000. The Virginia, a steel ship was 152 feet long 

and 39 feet wide was added in 42 at a cost of $180,000 and in 44 the Miss Washington was sold.   The 

Virginia is still in service today.  It is one of the three ferries that run from Jamestown to Scotland Wharf on 

the James River.   

 

 Bits & Pieces 

 

 In 1949 they had 24-hour service and ran every 15 minutes.  A round trip was 80 cents, passenger was 15 

cents and auto and driver was 55 cents.  The State Highway Dept bought the Ferry Company in 1951 and the 

Coleman Bridge opened May 7, 1952.  When the bridge opened the ferry service ended.   

 

 Some of the ferries used in this area were sent to war in WWII.  The Yorktown, one of the last steamers to 

sail between Baltimore and West Point, enter the WWII lend-lease program and headed to England.  She 

never made it.  A German sub sank her. 

 

 The old docks and wharfs are gone.  Many of the places where the ferries landed are now private property 

and some that are still public property are difficult to get to.  However, if you have a canoe and want an 

interesting trip, you can follow the Gloucester County map and see where the ferries used to land. 

unsuccessful attempt to found a colony in Virginia with Sir Walter Raleigh.  Others say his 

first trip to America was an effort to start a colony farther north, in what became known as 

New England.  Funded by Raleigh and the Earl of Southampton, Gosnold sailed from 

Falmouth in March 1602, in command of the Concord.  This group, consisting of one ship 

and a total of twenty colonists and twelve sailors, sailed to the Azores, and from there took 

a direct westerly route, unusual for the time when it was common to sail much farther 

south. They made the crossing in about seven weeks, sighting land at Cape Elizabeth, 

Maine.  Sailing south in search of a suitable settlement, they anchored just east of York 

Harbour on May 14, 1602.  The next day, Bartholomew sailed farther south and discovered 

the promontory which he named Cape Cod, after the large number of cod they caught in 

the area.  He named Martha’s Vineyard for his infant daughter, who died the following year.  

Elizabeth Island, he named after the queen, or some say for Bartholomew’s sister, Elizabeth 

Tilney, (who married a distant relative of Anne Boleyn).  

On his father’s side, Gosnold was connected to Bartholomew Gilbert, his co-captain in 

the “discovery” of Martha’s Vineyard.  Two of the voyage’s “gentlemen adventurers,” 

Gabriel Archer and John Brereton, kept detailed accounts of this voyage.  They relate that 

Gosnold and Gilbert were seeking a place called “Norumbega,” the broad sound and river 

harbor that Verrazano had sailed into and named eighty years earlier.  They continued to 

sail down to Lambert’s Cove where they went ashore and “ambled and gamboled after the 

manner of sailors ashore” (re: Gookin).  Archer records that they met again “thirteen 

Savages…[who] brought Tobacco, Deere skins and some sodden fish.”  Records indicate 

they were given a guarded but polite reception.  The original plan had been to leave 

Gosnold and his party of gentlemen adventurers to start a colony, while Gilbert returned 

for more supplies.  However, after it was learned that Gilbert had already been sparing with 

the original provisions, all hands 

decided to return to England with 

him.  The colonists had remained on 

Elizabeth Island for three weeks, even 

going so far as to build a fort, but had 

become disillusioned by the hostility 

of the Indians and a scarcity of 

provisions.  Numbering as few as 

twelve by some accounts, they aban-

doned the colony, stocked up the ship 

with cargo of “sassafras, cedar, furs, 

skins, and other commodities as were 

thought convenient” and returned to 

England, arriving in Exmouth on July 

23, 1602.  Some accounts charge that 

Sir Walter Raleigh “who with some 

reason thought he owned the New 

World, tried to confiscate Gosnold’s 

cargo of cedar and 

sassafras.”  (Raleigh was already 

importing sassafras from other 

places, and Gosnold’s cargo would 

have flooded his market, destroying 

his monopolistic pricing of a valuable 

medical ingredient.)  

Godspeed was the second largest vessel in the 

fleet.  She was a typical small merchant trader, but the 

age or origin of the original is not known.  This ship 

now docked at Jamestown was built in 1984, and a 

year later sailed across the Atlantic following the route 

taken by the colonists in 1607 from England to 

Virginia.  Its dimensions: length 68 feet, mast height 

60 feet, 40 tons burden. 

 

 

Will Ashe From A Small Beginning  

 

By L. Roane Hunt 

 

 

Young William “Will” T. Ashe began his apprentice training in 1892 at twelve 

according to the Roane family lore.  He left his home at Gloucester Point to work and live at 

the newly established Roanes Post Office and General Merchandize Store in the Wilson 

Creek area of Gloucester County.  His employer, Richard A. Roane, also owned a second 

store at Seldens and the Roanes Wharf on the Ware River.  He learned the business well, 

and in nine short years, 1901, he married Linwood Roane, the youngest sister of his 

employer.  They made their home with Richard Roane in the house that was attached to the 

Roanes Store.  Also, at this time, the partnership of Roane & Ashe was formed between 

Richard Roane and Will Ashe.  By 1906, Will Ashe had purchased a building sight on the 

Wilson Creek and half ownership of the Roanes Wharf from Thomas J. Meredith, owner of 

the Wilson Creek Farm.  When Richard Roane re-married in 1909, the Ashe family moved to 

H. Leon Hicks was born in 1927 to Paul and Pauline Hicks from Ohio.  Paul came to Gloucester to 

serve as pastor of the Achilles Friends Church.  Leon was employed by the York River Ferry 

Corporation in the latter years prior to its closing.  He was very proud of his association with the 

ferry service and was most familiar with the personnel employed in those latter years.  Actually, he 

compiled his book in 1990, thirty-eight years after the ferry closing.  He states that his list of ferry 

personnel was a partial list of those that he was able to recall.  The editors have added to his list 

from other sources.  Leon’s primary sources for his book were the various newspaper articles 

printed about the ferry including the complete text of some of the articles.  The editors have added 

a list of local newspaper articles from an index provided in the library of the Gloucester-Mathews 

Gazette-Journal office in Gloucester Courthouse.  Leon, now diseased, provided copies of his book to 

family and co-workers, and his book provides the basis for his present article.  L. Roane Hunt, 

December 2005 
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