The Family Tree Searcher

Volume 2 - Number 2 December 1998

TABLE OF CONTENTS

PreSidentsS MESSAZE ......uueeeceiereieieeeieeeeeimneeeeeneesesseeeessee e s s aseesmeeseeseneeseneesesnnesennes 2
By Joan Kanter

AN a0 BV L6 FeTRSIINY 100 o WY 10 o Ut 3
By Amanda Thomas

Gloucester County and The Civil War 1861 - 1865....ccceeeeceerreeereeceennee. 4
By J. Edward Thornton

A Civil War Story of “Waterview” at Gloucester Point ........ccccceeeereeeneeereennns 8
Submitted by J. Edward Thornton

Spiritual Revival in the 26th Virginia Infantry .......ccccceeecevecierccciicnccceeeeil 9

By L. Roane Hunt
Dr. Walter Reed: Gloucester County’s Modern Medical Hero From
B o T P 13 ) o 0 21
Story by Zack Loesch, Illustrations by Tommy Rainier
Well Known Houses in Gloucester County, Virginia, During the

Civil War 1861-1865. ...t eceeee s e emn e e 32

Compiled by Roger C. Davis

Marriages of Gloucester County, Virginia. 1861 -1865.......c.cccceeeeverennenne. 36
By Frances Haywood

The Mathews Light Virginia Artillery ... 42
Submitted by Marie Hodges from the Internet

N 00 B 0 0 L 1 U 52

Computer Interest GrOUP ....cccccceeeeerieccceereeeeee e e e eeeeeee e Inside back cover

By Roger Davis & Marie Hodges



The Gloucester Genealogical
Society can be proud of its role
in bringing together those
residents intevested in

i
genealogy.

The community is -
aware of our programs and

the volunteer hours given to
the county.

For example:

1. Exhibit at county fair 1996-
1998

2. Exhibit at Guinea Heritage
Jubilee 1997

3. Docent program at Gloucester
library

4. Copying records for
publication: Deaths In
Gloucester 1865-1900

5. Computer-user group meeting

B\~

E 5 6. Publishing the “Family Tree

Searcher”

, 3
Joan Kanter’s Traveling It has been an exciting time to

serve as your president. I pledge
my continued support to the Society and the new board members.

Joan C. Kanter
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Amanda’s Short Stories

These stories are oral history that were handed down by the family and
were told to my dad by my great great grandfather.
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#2

One hundred and thirty years ago there was a young boy named William
Foster Thomas. He was my Great Great Grandfather. During the Civil War
William was a young boy of 11 or 12, Being born in 1850. His Father was a
fisherman and rather old to be a soilder. But when some men were needed to
man the canons at Yorktown because the Yankee ships were in the York
River, young William and his father answered the call. The Rebel defenders
were short of both gunpower and canon balls.

#3

So when a canon ball being shot from the high shores of the York River
would not make it to the ship’s he would go down below and collect them in
a grass sack so they could be fired again. Since he was to[o] young to fight
he thought this was the best job in the world (to him at least). And to get
home they had to cross the river by boat and walk 8 miles home.

#4

Move on Dear Cattle!!!!!

#5

On[e] fine day My Great -Great Grandfather was given a special task: To
walk from his home at Severn, Va. to Richmond with a heard of cattle to
feed the Rebel soldiers. Unfortunately we do not know if he was alone or
how long it took him. In those dark days of the War everyone did what one
could. As a boy of 11 or 12, we (his decendants) think to feed the troops
with fresh beef was a great task. Well done William Foster Thomas!!!

#6

Eige SV 08
About the Author:
Amanda Thomas is a 10 Year old girl that lives in Bena With her Mom, Step -
Dad, dog, and plenty of fish. She is in the fifth grade at Achilles Elementery
School and is the Granddaughter of new member Barbara Thomas. She

has a great interest in “Her History”. She enjoyed writing this story very
much.
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Gloucester County and The Civil War 1861 - 1865

Gloucester County and The Civil War 1861 - 1865

By J. Edward Thornton

Ludwell Lee Montague writes in his book, “ Gloucester County in the Civil War”:
“1861 war comes to Virginia. The approach of war came when South

Carolina seceded from the Union on the 20th of December, 1860. Seces -

sion had been threatened before and its constitutionality had been debated

at length, but it was clearly understood in Gloucester that the secession of

South Carolina meant imminent danger of war. On the 7th of January

1861, before any other state had seceded, a public meeting was held at the

Court House to raise money to buy arms for the militia.”

Despite this realization that war would be the likely consequence, the prevail -
ing sentiment in Gloucester favored the immediate secession of Virginia. John
Tyler Seawell was elected to represent this view at the convention to be held in
Richmond to determine Virginia’s course.

It was in these circumstances that a new volunteer company was organized in
Gloucester. The familiar name of the company was the “Gloucester Redshirts.” Its
more formal name was the “Botetourt Guards,” which revived the name of Glouces -
ter artillery companies which had served in the Revolution and The War of 1812.

The purposes of this company were not martial display or social entertainment. It
was formed to fight.

Thus, as seven southern states seceded from the Union to form the Confeder -
ate States of America and as tension mounted regarding the U.S. garrison in Fort
Sumter at the entrance to Charleston harbor, five volunteer companies were drilling
in Gloucester and drilling in grim earnest.

On the 4th of April 1861, the convention in Richmond voted two to one against
secession. But on the 12th the Confederates opened fire on Fort Sumter, and on
the 15th, President Lincoln called on Virginia to furnish its quota of volunteers to
suppress the rebellion in the South. Forced to fight on one side or the other,
Virginia seceded.

Gloucester County, with a white population of only 5,000 in 1860, sent nearly a
thousand of her sons into the military service of the Confederacy. That number
must have included nearly every able -bodied white man in the county.

The names of most of these who went to war from Gloucester are recorded in
the “muster roll” compiled in 1916 and preserved in the records of the Circuit
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Gloucester County and The Civil War 1861 - 1865

Court. That roll, however, intentionally omits the names of an uncertain number of
men judged to be deserters. Most of those men had volunteered to defend Glouces -
ter, in May of 1861, but had refused to march to Richmond when their homes were
abandoned to the enemy, in May 1862.

For that one year Gloucester was defended. Thereafter the county was a no
man’s land between a Federal garrison at Gloucester Point and a Confederate out -
post at Buena Vista (Cologne) in King and Queen County. Communication with
Richmond was normally open and a considerable traffic passed back and forth. But
the journey took three days by wagon road through King and Queen. (Previously it
had been a half-day trip by steamer on the York River and railroad from West
Point.) At the same time the people of Gloucester were subject to frequent
visitations by Federal gunboats and cavalry. These Federal incursions had a
military purpose, but from the point of view of the inhabitants, they were simply
pillaging expeditions. Almost every barn and mill in the county was burned to the
ground and almost all the horses and livestock were carried off, not to mention
more personal valuables.

Gloucester gave to the Confederate Army one Major General, William B.
Taliaferro of “Dunham Massie”, two Colonels, Powhatan R. Page of “The Shipyard”
and William T. Robins of “Level Green”; and ten other Field Officers. Of these, one
Colonel (Page), one Lieutenant (Fielding Lewis Taylor) and three Majors (John W.
Puller, John Eels and Patrick Henry Fitzhugh were killed in battle.)

Gloucester gave also to the Confederate Navy four officers including Thomas
Jefferson Page of “Shelley”, Captain of the once famous CSS Stonewall.

Most of those listed in the muster roll were the officers and men of the eight
companies recruited entirely or principally in Gloucester County. They were: Com -
pany A, 4th Virginia Heavy Artillery (later the 34th Virginia Infantry); Companies A,
B, E and F, 26th Virginia Infantry; Companies C and D, 24th Virginia Cavalry. In
addition, at least nine Gloucester men served in the Richmond Howitzers and eight
in the 9th Virginia Cavalry. The remainder, a considerable number, were scattered
as individuals among a variety of other units.

The first six of the eight companies identified above spent the first year of the
war in garrison at Gloucester Point. The artillery was the first to be committed to
battle; it distinguished itself at Seven Pines on the 30th of May 1862. Thereafter
the Cavalry Company served with the Army of Northern Virginia in all of its cam -
paigns, but the other five companies spent two more years in garrison at
Richmond and Charleston.

“The 26th Virginia Infantry was never seriously engaged until the last
year of the war, but it distinguished itself for steadfastness in the face of
disaster. It saved Petersburg by its stubborn defense of Battery 16 on the
17th of June 1864, against overwhelming odds. On the 30th of July it held
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Gloucester County and The Civil War 1861 - 1865

the shoulder of the Federal breakthrough at the Crater for five desperate
hours, until the front was restored by a counterattack . On the 6th of April
1865, it broke out of the Federal encircle at Sayler’s Creek to march all the
way to Appomattox”.

Gloucester County in the Civil War, Ludwell Lee Montague, Page 1.

The Monument at Gloucester Court House lists the names of 132 Gloucester
men who gave their lives for the lost cause. A photograph of the monument and 40
of the survivors at its dedication is shown below. A similar photograph with the
men wearmg their hats is presented in Caroline Baytop Sinclair’s book,
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“Gloucester’s Past in Pictures” (Pages 70 and 71) avaﬂable in most libraries.

Many Soldiers serving in the Confederate Army -Navy from Gloucester enlisted
at Rowe’s store, (Ben Rowe) established in 1860, one of the oldest store sites in
Guinea. George Ash bought out Rowe’s interest in 1927 (Glo -Quips, Nov. 13, 1997,
in an article - Frank Ash store - Achilles). Also volunteers enlisted at Gloucester
Point and King and Queen County.

H. E. Howard, Inc., Lynchburg, VA, has published The Virginia Regimental
Histories Series which is found in most libraries: These two listed below give
information on campaigns, battles and personnel (roster), etc.

26th Virginia Infantry

Example:
Smith, William: age 37, farmer. enl. 4/20/61 at Rowe’s store into Co.
F. Detailed as overseer 7/61-8/61. Detailed by engineer 1/62-2/62.

Vol. 2, No. 2 6 December 1998



Gloucester County and The Civil War 1861 - 1865

Transferred to Co. C 6/62 as Sgt. Major. No subsequent record.
Note: The above soldier was my paternal great-grandfather, who lived on
Guinea Road (Rt. 216 at Smith’s Corner) between Hayes Store and Bena.

5th Virginia Cavalry

Example:

Smith, Richard Mitchell: Pvt., Co. E, b. King and Queen County,
1/18/36. Enlisted King & Queen C. H. (Carlton’s Store) 6/7/61, age 25,
Farmer; died Camp Gloucester Hospital; 8/21/61 buried Locust Grove
Cemetery, King & Queen Co. Left widow.

Note: The above soldier was my maternal great-grandfather.

During their first year at Gloucester Point there was no action for the men of
the 26th Virginia Infantry. Their main mission was to support the Naval Battery at
Gloucester Point, to defend Gloucester County from invading forces and to support
Colonel Bohannon in the defense of Mathews County.

There were several alarms but nothing materialized. None the less there was a
real danger to the men at Gloucester Point: disease. Many of the healthy young
farm boys had never before seen so many men in one place. Sergeant Fleet wrote to
his father, “All the non -commission officers except myself and one corporal are
sick, most of them with chills and fevers. Nearly 200 in the whole camp are out.”
By August 1862, measles, mumps, malaria, and typhoid fever had reduced the 1500
to 250 fit for duty. §

The editing staff appreciates Ed Thornton'’s contribution to this issue. He
responded to our request for information about life in Gloucester County during the
Civil War. The various items offered by Ed show his interest in our history and his
pride in the contributions made by his own family. He is a resident of Richmond, VA,
but he manages to attend most of our Genealogical Society meetings.
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A Civil War Story of "Waterview" at Gloucester Point

Submitted By J. Edward Thornton

Hayes and Allied Families of Gloucester County, Virginia

Descendants of William Hayes and Elizabeth Foster L T ine
Hatfield, is an interesting account, which includes the'GRsEHiBY Malinde

Margaret Mary Hayes, was born 26 February 1824 in Gloucester County to
Joel and Margaret Billups Hayes. She married William Dobson on 18 April
1844 at “Waterview” [DAR]. William was the son of John and Susan Stoakes
Dobson of Gloucester and made his living as a cabinet maker [1860C]. Joel

Hayes gave the couple “Waterview” plantation. (p. 69).

This experience told by their granddaughter, Lucy Dudley, a century later.

My mother was the daughter of William Dobson and Margaret
Hayes Dobson. The latter died on a visit to us in 1880 and was
buried here in Oakwood Cemetery (Richmond, VA). Her husband,
who survived her twenty years and moved to Richmond and is
buried beside her. My mother was in her early teens when Margaret
Hayes Dobson was seized by the Yankees and taken to Yorktown to
General McClellan’s headquarters where she was kept as a prisoner
till the end of the war. My grandfather had left the home on some
business and his wife and my mother’s younger brother were the
only members of the family at home when the Yankees made the
raid. The oldest son, John W. Dobson about 16 yrs. of age was in
Lynchburg with General Rosser’s Brigade. A group of Yankee
soldiers stationed at Gloucester Point raided the home, stole all the
silver and grabbed whatever they could, but when they went
stable to steal the horses, my grandmother saw them about t&° the
march off with her own horse, in Mexican side saddle. She was so
enraged she grabbed a pistol and shot, naturally missing her aim.
She was immediately arrested and carried over to Yorktown.
Imagine my grandfathers anguish in trying to locate her. She was
finally allowed to be taken to the Mill and see her husband and
children for one hour, once a month, in the presence of guards. She
was kept until the end of the war, but she admitted that General
McClellan showed her every courtesy and allowed her the use of
headquarters. Returning to “Waterview,” she found her home
burned to the ground and everything desolate. But she was very
brave and the family finally got together. Later, a new house was
built at “Waterview“..After her death the place was sold and is now

his

“Little Richmond.” (p. 69_70)
[from a letter to Clarissa Thornton by Lucy Dudley].
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Spiritual Revival in the 26th Virginia Infantry

by L. Roane Hunt

The principle regiment in the Confederate Army from the Middle Peninsula of
Virginia was the Twenty -sixth Virginia Infantry, which was organized and mustered
into service in May 1861 at Gloucester Point. It consisted primarily of companies

from King and Queen, Gloucester, and
Mathews Counties. William Wiatt (pictured in
the inset) was pastor of the two Baptist
churches near Gloucester Point of Gloucester
County, and he enlisted as a private along
with other members of his community and
churches. He was the natural choice to be
their chaplain and was appointed on October
1, 1861. He held this position and served
faithfully for the duration of the war that
ended with the surrender at Appomattox,
Virginia. Therefore, the story of Chaplain
Wiatt's war ministry is also a story of the war
experience of this confederate regiment from
the Middle Peninsula. This article is based on
the work of Alex. A. Wiatt who has published
the war diary of William E. Wiatt entitled,
Confederate Chaplain William Edward Wiatt, and
26th Virginia Infantryin the The Virginia
Regimental History Series by H. E. Howard,
Inc.?

When the war began, William Wiatt had a vibrant gospel ministry in both
churches (Union and Providence) and was happily situated with his wife and chil -
dren. During the war, he established and maintained his ministry of preaching,
personal contacts to meet the needs of the soldiers, and helpful contacts with the
families of his soldiers. Later in the war, he was forced to remove his family to his
wife's home in Alabama where she died before the war ended. Following the war,
he re-established his pastoral ministry in Gloucester County and continued until his
retirement in 1910. During this time he also held other significant positions,
serving as County Surveyor and the first Superintendent of Schools in Gloucester
County.

Early History

William Edward Wiatt® was born at Independence, Gloucester County, Vir ginia,
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