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Have you converted your genealogy records to the com -

puter?  Do you believe in sharing your information with 

other genealogist?  The best method to share seems to be the 

GEDCOM (Acronym for Genealogical Data Communica tion) 

file.  Portions of information from one data base can be 

shared with another by EXPORTING and IMPORTING the 

GEDCOM files.  A few months ago I was directed to a web 

site <http://www.gendex.com/gendex/> that specialized in 

sharing GEDCOM files, and it was a very good experience.  

A major concern seems to be a fear of the unknown GED -

COM file.  What is it and what does it look like?  To answer 

this question, I have produced a simple example and pre -

sented the GEDCOM file for a four -person family of John Doe 

on the right of this page.  It is a simple coded list of informa -

tion that is standard to all genealogy software.  A descrip tion 

of the family is presented across the bottom of the page.   

I have asked volunteers to send GEDCOM files that they 

wish to share, and many have responded.  I suggest that spe -

cial notes not be included.  If they are, I will remove the extra 

notes befor I offer the file to the public.  Greater details can 

be shared by contacting those that have submitted the files.  

Remember, “it is more blessed to give than to receive.”  

Anyone desiring the above files can contact me at 

<LRHunt@inna.net>.  

Roane Hunt 

GEDCOM File Submitted By Address 

kemp_dor.ged James Jones joneskemp@aol.com 

BRISTOW_C.GED Bill Wilkerson whwhlw@worldnet.att.net 

gale.ged John Hale JHale97811@aol.com 

miller_c.ged Bob Warren rwarren@inna.net 

FITCHETT_C.GED John Fitchett JohnFitchett@Compuserve.com 

WESVILLE_C.GED Roane Hunt LRHunt@inna.net 

roane_a.ged Roane Hunt LRHunt@inna.net 

President’s Message 

EXAMPLE:  The GEDCOM file, doe.ged, is presented on 

the right side for the John Doe’s family below. 

 

1.  John Doe  was born on 2 Jan 1940 in Gloucester, VA.  He died on 4 Mar 

1999 in Gloucester, VA. 

 

He was married to Jane Comehere on 8 Jul 1961 in Richmond, VA.  Jane 

Comehere  was born on 6 May 1941 in Richmond, VA.  John Doe and Jane 

Comehere had the following children: 

 

 2 i. Boy Doe  was born on 2 Jan 1964 in Gloucester, VA. 

 3 ii. Girl Doe  was born on 10 Sep 1966 in Gloucester, VA. 

0 HEAD 

1 SOUR FamilyOrigins 

2 NAME Family Origins(R) for Windows 

2 VERS 7.0 

2 CORP FormalSoft, Inc. 

1 DEST DISKETTE 

1 DATE 28 MAR 1999 

1 SUBM @SUB1@ 

1 FILE DOE.GED 

1 GEDC 

2 VERS 5.5 

2 FORM LINEAGE-LINKED 

1 CHAR ANSI 

0 @SUB1@ SUBM 

1 NAME L. Roane Hunt 

1 ADDR 5780 T. C. Walker Rd. 

2 CONT Gloucester, VA 23061 

1 PHON 804-693-3467 

1 _EMAIL LRHunt@inna.net 

0 @I1@ INDI 

1 NAME John /Doe/ 

2 GIVN John 

2 SURN Doe 

1 SEX M 

1 BIRT 

2 DATE 2 JAN 1940 

2 PLAC Gloucester, VA 

1 DEAT 

2 DATE 4 MAR 1999 

2 PLAC Gloucester, VA 

1 FAMS @F1@ 

0 @I2@ INDI 

1 NAME Jane /Comehere/ 

2 GIVN Jane 

2 SURN Comehere 

1 SEX F 

1 BIRT 

2 DATE 6 MAY 1941 

2 PLAC Richmond, VA 

1 FAMS @F1@ 

0 @I3@ INDI 

1 NAME Boy /Doe/ 

2 GIVN Boy 

2 SURN Doe 

1 SEX M 

1 BIRT 

2 DATE 2 JAN 1964 

2 PLAC Gloucester, VA 

1 FAMC @F1@ 

0 @I4@ INDI 

1 NAME Girl /Doe/ 

2 GIVN Girl 

2 SURN Doe 

1 SEX F 

1 BIRT 

2 DATE 10 SEP 1966 

2 PLAC Gloucester, VA 

1 FAMC @F1@ 

0 @F1@ FAM 

1 HUSB @I1@ 

1 WIFE @I2@ 

1 CHIL @I3@ 

1 CHIL @I4@ 

1 MARR 

2 DATE 8 JUL 1961 

2 PLAC Richmond, VA 

0 TRLR 
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World War I is the Time Frame — 

1910 to 1920 

 

Roger C. Davis 

 

The War years of World War I are selected as our 

theme period for this issue.  The 1910 and 1920 

Census, together with Military Documentation about 

this period, are good sources to find information about 

our parents and so start a journey back in time to 

locate past generations.  

In August 1914 the peace of Europe was shattered and Germany and Austria -

Hungary (the Central Powers) were pitted against Britain, France and Russia.  

President Woodrow Wilson issued a proclamation of neutrality on August 4.  Each 

tried to throttle American trade with the other.  Britain, whose battle fleet 

controlled the surface of the Atlantic, succeeded spectacularly.  American 

commerce with Germany had fallen by 1916 to less than  1 percent of its 1914 

value.  Trade with Britain and her allies tripled. Contrary to traditional practice, 

submerged U-boats torpedoed merchant ships without warning.  When sinkings 

resulted in the loss of American lives – as in the assault on the British passenger 

liner  Lusitania  on May 7, 1915, killing 128 Americans – America  protested 

vehemently.  These “overt acts” came with the sinking of several American ships in 

February and March 1917. 

Wilson, though reelected in 

November 1916 on the slogan, “he 

kept us out of war,” asked 

Congress on April 2 for a 

Declaration of War.  Four days 

later, Congress complied.  

The 1910 census revealed that 

one out of every three Americans 

was either foreign -born or the child 

of a foreign-born parent.  Of those 

32 million Americans with strong 

foreign ties, some 10 million came 

from what were now the enemy 

countries of Germany and Austria -

Hungary. 

The Selective Service Act of 

May 18, 1917, helped raise the size 

of the American army from about 

200,000 men in early 1917 to 

nearly 4 million by war’s end.  

……. “Each of our generations is 

defined by the births and deaths of 

those family members we call our 

ancestors.  History relates the events 

that happen within a time period and 

the perceived involvement and 

accomplishments of individuals as 

they interact to those events at those 

times. 

 

Thus it is important that we know and 

understand history.  Great events will 

help us connect into a time line and 

better form a sense of perspective for 

our ancestors lives.” 

 

….Roger C. Davis 
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Some two-million men served overseas in the American Expeditionary Force (AEF), 

of whom roughly three -quarters experienced combat.  About a million women 

entered the labor force during the war, but most quickly departed when peace 

returned.  

Russia, under a new revolutionary government, concluded a separate peace 

with Germany and left the war in March 1918.  General John J. Pershing, 

commander of AEF, landed in France on June 14, 1917.  

In May 1918, green American troops fought at Cantigny and at Chateau -Thiery 

and Belleau Wood in June. The Saint -Mihiel campaign, September 12-16, 1918 went 

smoothly.  The Meuse-Argonne offensive, launched on September 26, 1918 was 

bitter and costly in casualties.  Pershing hurled some 1.2 million “doughboys” into 

the Meuse-Argonne attack.  What they lacked in experience they made up in 

numbers.  They were able to break the German resistance and the war ended with 

the surrender of the Central Powers on November 11, 1918.  

Total American war deaths were 112,432, more than half from disease.  

Government expenditures related to the war totaled some $26 billion during war 

time and eventually with interest rates, veteran’s benefits, and the like cost $112 

billion. America’s main contributions to the victory over the Central Powers had 

been foodstuffs, manpower, and money.   

 

Source: “The Readers Companion to American History,” edited by Eric Foner and 

John A. Garraty, (exerpted from pages 1170 -1173.) 

World War I is the Time Frame — 1910 to 1920 

FTS Editorial Staff Meeting- From left to right, Joan Stubbs, Joan Kanter, Marie Hodges, Roger 

Davis (Editor), Bob Warren, Roane Hunt.  Photo by Walter Stubbs 


