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Have you had any “break -throughs” recently in your family -history research?  What 

significant facts have you learned this past year that opened new avenues for further 

study?   

I believe that the answers to such questions make good stories for people interested in 

genealogy or family history.  The part of the story that is of general interest is not 

necessarily the names and places but the mechanics of discovery, the types of activity and 

sources where important clues are hidden.  I hope we can include such information 

exchanges in our future Society Meeting Programs, provided by our own members.  

When I became interested in my family history, much information on the male lines of 

descent were already available to me.  However, there was one great -grandfather, Willie 

Worrell, that was a mystery that no one had been concerned to solve.  He died at the age of 

33 years leaving behind a wife and three daughters, the eldest being four years old.  His 

widow remarried and his children had a new father.  To my knowledge there was no 

contact between my family and the Worrells.  When I asked for information about Willie 

Worrell, I was told that he was a sailor.  This left the impression that he just came ashore 

and married my great-grandmother.   

My research on Willie Worrel was indirect.  As I studied the 

family members that I knew in more depth, I discovered some 

additional information about him.  First, his marriage record in 

Gloucester County revealed the name of his parents.  At first, I was 

suspicious about the accuracy of this information because the 

surname was grossly misspelled as “Worlds.”   

Second, as I was checking the Roane family in the 1870 census 

for King and Queen County, I found Willie with his mother living in 

the household of Major Hall.  They were listed close to the Charles 

Roane family on a farm that Willie was share -cropping when he 

died.  My search for the Willie Worrell family in later censuses 

failed to uncover any clues.  

Third, the most curious “shot -in-the-dark” idea was to follow-up on the queer spelling 

of “Worlds.”  I did some searches on Worlds and did find a Joel World living in Saluda in 

Middlesex County in 1850.  He was the right age to be Joseph Worrell, father of Willie.  

Later, as I was visiting Pat Perkinson, one of this year’s program speakers, she showed me 

the newly published book of Middlesex marriages.  Included in this book was the marriage 

of Joseph Worrell to Mary C. Lewis, with their parents.  Further search of Middlesex records 

revealed a transfer of land inherited by Mary.   

Fourth, I was browsing through tax books and surveys of Gloucester County that date 

back before the Civil War when most of the county records were destroyed, and I stumbled 

upon some of the new family names connected to Willie Worrell.  There was a survey dated 

June 18, 1834, that was pursuant to a court decree with “John Lewis and Lucy his wife who 

was Lucy Hall.”  John and Lucy Lewis were parents of Mary Lewis.  The survey showed a 

division of estate of John B. Hall to layoff the house and plot for his widow, Nancy Hall.  

Included in the list of Hall children was Major Hall, mentioned above, with whom Willie 

Worrell and his mother were living in 1870 in King and Queen County.  

Well, for the new millennium, I have some new surnames to search.  These families were 

located along the Dragon Swamp which is the Gloucester -Middlesex border.  So far these 

“swamp people” do not appear consistently in the official records.  

Roane Hunt 

President’s Message 
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World War II and Gloucester County in the 1940’s 

 

Roger C. Davis 

 

World War II (1939-1945) had a significant impact on 

the lives of nearly every citizen.  Many of us living today 

are the products of war stories that should be recorded 

for our descendants.  These experiences need not be earth 

shattering, but rather, revealing events of the forties and 

how those war years impacted individual lives.  

Some 292,131 U. S. military personnel lost their lives 

and a chance to produce descendents for their family 

surnames or see their children grow.  Another 671,278 

Americans were wounded and many of these were left 

with life long disabilities.  Over 105,000 Americans were 

captured and held prisoners of war.  For their sacrifices 

the average enlisted man received a base pay of $71.33 per 

month and an officer $203.50.  On the home front there 

was food, gasoline, and clothing rationing.  Large numbers 

of women went into the industrial work force and took on 

jobs in the public sector.  Travel was restricted and the 

sense of community grew as the shared sorrows and 

hardships brought neighbors closer together.  

In the rural county of Gloucester, Virginia, the country store was still a social/

commercial institution used by the people of Gloucester in 1940.  Many stores housed the 

area Post Office or had it adjacent to the store.  This provided a central place for people to 

get groceries, gasoline, often clothing, and their mail.  The “pot bellied stove” was a 

popular place to gather and “sit a spell” and socialize while they gathered and shared the 

war and local news of the day.  

World War II began September 1, 1939, when Germany invaded Poland.  It was not 

until December 8, 1941, that the United States declared war on Japan and entered the 

conflict after the surprise bombing at Pearl Harbor.  

“WWII killed more people, destroyed more property, disrupted more lives, and 

probably had more far -reaching consequences than any other war in history.”  World wide 

“the exact number of people killed because of the war will never be known. Military deaths 

probably totaled about 17 million.  Civilian deaths were even greater as a result of 

starvation, bombing raids, massacres, epidemics, and other war -related causes.” It is 

estimated about 70 million people served in the armed forces of all the Allied and Axis 

nations. 

Your Editor was an eighteen-year-old youngster fresh out of George Washington High 

School at Danville, Virginia.  In June 1943, he and 80% of the boys in his class shipped off 

to military training centers.  The next year in October 1944 he crossed the Atlantic and 

Roger C. Davis, WWII 
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Grave Sites of WWII Veterans 

at Abingdon Episcopal Church, Rt. 17, White Marsh, 

Gloucester County, VA 

 

Submitted by Joan Kanter  

 

Section 2 (inside wall on North side of church).  

ROBINS, III, William A.  USAR WWII 

VANCE, Col. Reginald  USAF 1981 WWII 

 

Section 3 (inside wall on North side of Church).  

HARRIS, Thomas Robert  WWII 

AMES, Fred Floyd Cdr. USNR WWII 

 

Section 4 (next to wall on North side). 

SINCLAIR, Jefferson Keith  WWII 

RIGAU, Felix Rosa  Com. USNRF WWI, Merchant Marine WWII  

STANFORD, Sr., Sam Raymon  Chief Gunners Mate USN WWII  

ROWE, James Mortimer Pvt. 3554 Service Unit WWII  

WEBB, James Leslie  Gy. Sgt. USMC WWII 

 

Section 5 (last section new cemetery).  

BURT, Jr., Reynolds J.  Col. US Army WWII 

BURT, Katie S.  American Red Cross WWII 

GLOVER, Pierre LeRoy  U. S. Army WWII 

CARR, John R.  Capt. U. S. Army WWII 

CARR, Gordon D.  1st. Sgt. U. S. Army WWII  

HOUK, James N.  Maj. U. S. Army WWII 

 

The New Cemetery 

DAVIDSON, Robert  Col. USA WWII 

STOVER, Hilliard K.  USA WWII 

STOVER, Richard G.  USA WWII 

GEDDINGS, John Herbert  WWII 

FARINA, James G.  USAF WWII 

McDILL, Thomas K.  USAF WWII, Prisoner of War 

 

Inside 

CATLETT, William Edward  USA WWII  

 

 

World War II and Gloucester County in the 1940’s 

landed at Marseilles, France.  There was a lot of growing up that next year as he served with 

the 14

th

 Armored Division in Italy, France and Germany.  His duties required a lot of 

driving, in fact, in the course of time he put over 50,000 miles on his trusty jeep that bore 

his wife’s name, Flo!   
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Memories of the Home Front—Ruth Smitt shares 

her WWII years at Gary, Indiana 

 

By Ruth Smitt 

 

RATION BOOKS 

 

Ration Books were some of our most 

precious documents during World War II.  

Everyone, including children, had their own 

Ration Book for food.  There were also Ration 

Books for gasoline.  Food and gasoline were in 

great demand for the Armed Forces.  

There was very little traveling for pleasure.  

The trains were full of soldiers.  The buses were 

filled with employees going to and from work in 

lieu of using their automobiles.  We walked a lot!  

Everyone with a little bit of land planted a 

Victory Garden and grew vegetables.  Some cities 

allowed community Victory Gardens and everyone 

attended to their own little plot.  

Long lines were the order of the day 

at food stores and many supply points.  

For instance, when word got out that a 

store had a shipment of sugar, every 

homemaker would dash out to the store for 

their share and people would be lined up 

through the store and out on to the sidewalk.  

Meats were rationed, especially the red 

meats.  Chicken and turkey required less food 

stamps.  We all learned to eat SPAM.  We 

substituted margarine for butter because fats 

were needed for munitions.  

I do not remember complaining about 

rationing.  We did complain about hoarders.  We 

understood the need and worked together.  Farmers 

worked overtime to increase production of food, especially the grain 

products.  Some also went into the factories to help out.  

 

CIVILIAN DEFENSE  

 

Because our city had an essential industry, it was mandatory that there not be any 

lights showing from homes, businesses, or street lights, from dusk to dawn which might 

guide an enemy bomber to our area.  

All windows and entrances had to be covered by heavy curtains, draperies, or blankets 

 




