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Evolution of a Society 

And a Step into the Twenty-first Century 

 

It was in 1996 that a small group met at the Gloucester (Virginia) Public Library 

to consider forming a genealogical society to serve the county and surrounding areas.  

Joan Kanter was able to provide the leadership and motivation that resulted in the 

formation that year of our Gloucester Genealogical Society of Virginia.  Today our 

membership stands at just over one hundred members.  Over half of these members 

live outside of Gloucester County but have family roots tied to the area.  Many have 

submitted their family data to our growing “vertical” Family Records File at the 

Gloucester Library.  In turn some of this information has been published in our Journal, 

The Family Tree Searcher, and entered into Roane Hunt’s growing computer databank 

of Gloucester Genealogy. 

Our educational programs presented at Society meetings have proved to be 

interesting and rich in information for the avid researcher. 

The ability to publish meaningful genealogy data can be attested to by the five, 

The Family Tree Searcher journals and our first book effort, Death Records of 

Gloucester County, VA 1865-1890. 

The Society membership can be proud of our first four years of performance! 

Now we plan to take our membership, hollering and screaming, into the 

computer infested twenty-first century.  Already, meeting notices are sent by e-mail; 

the Society web site (http://users.inna.net/~mslee/) has been up and running for months 

and genealogy web sites are part of daily lingo.  The Journal may soon be a CD-ROM 

and the Gloucester data bank, just a click away.  Information retrieval is the name of 

the game. 

But wait.  Such programs and ambitious projects require knowledgeable people 

to staff and operate “the systems.”  It will take YOUR efforts to make things happen.  

Please, step forward and be counted.  Volunteer your abilities and resources.  Be an 

active contributor.  Get your feet wet. 

Roger C. Davis 

Message From Our Vice-President 
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The Gloucester “Hall of Fame” 

 

L. Roane Hunt 

 

Many years ago, the walls of the old courthouse were 

covered with the portraits of the men and one woman who had 

served Gloucester.  A local historian referred to this as the “Hall 

of Fame.”  With the advent of a new courthouse, the county was 

faced with the dilemma of what to do with all the portraits.  They 

decided not to continue the tradition of hanging the portraits, 

but placed them in two albums and displayed them on a counter 

in the rear of that old courthouse.  These albums were 

designated, “Important Personages in the History of Gloucester 

County, Virginia.”  

After years of public handling of the two albums, the 

portraits have been damaged to various degrees.  To obtain an 

permanent record of these portraits , L. Roane Hunt and Roger C. 

Davis photographed and edited each 

portrait, and produced images on 

computer digital files that are available 

for various media publications.  They are 

available to the public on the Gloucester 

County Internet sight at http://

www.co.gloucester.va.us/museum/

HallOfFame/HallofFame.htm .   

As you look at the list of important people in the albums, it is 

easy to recognize the important contribution made by each of 

them; but the question arises, “are there possibly others who have 

made significant contributions and have not received the same 

recognition?”  For example, Augustine Warner is the only entry 

from the colonial period.  It may be that the availability of portraits 

was a large factor in the selection of honorees.  Many are labeled as 

CSA and died in action or were veterans of the Civil War.  Other recognition categories 

included the membership in the Virginia Legislature, “Old Court” Justices, Court Judges, 

 

Old Court Justices 

Edwin Broaddus 

Thomas C. Clopton 

William K. Davis 

P. H. Fitzhugh 

Warner P. Roane 

Thomas C. Robins 

Benjamin A. Rowe 

A. F. Scott 

John Sinclair 

Jefferson W. Stubbs 

William R. Stubbs 

 

Virginia Legislature 

Samuel B. Chapman Capt. William ap W. Jones Commissioner in Chancery 

Thomas C. Clopton Col. George Wythe Munford Secretary of Commonwealth 

Warner P. Roane Dr. Walter Reed Medicine 

Augustine W. Robins Lt. Phillip Tabb Revolutionary War Officer 

John Tyler Seawell Miss Cornelia Thornton Died in WWII 

J. N. Stubbs. Augustine Warner Speaker of House of Burgesses 

John Newstead Tabb 

  

Warner Taliaferro 

  

Individual Recognition  

 

Civil War 

William J. Baytop 

John B. Browne 

Joseph Bryan 

Thomas C. Clopton 

P. H. Fitzhugh 

T. Catesby Jones 

William ap Catesby Jones 

R. E. Lee & T. J. Jackson 

R. D. Miller 

Charles Wortley Montague 

Thomas Ball Montague 

Powhatan P. Page 

T. Jefferson Page 

John W. Puller 

Thomas A. Robins 

John Newstead Tabb 

William B. Taliaferro 

Fielding Lewis Taylor 
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The Gloucester “Hall of Fame” 

Commonwealth Attorneys, 

Attorneys at Law, Clerks of 

Court, Commissions of 

Revenue, Sheriffs, and 

individual recognition.  The 

purpose of these articles is 

not to give further honors, 

but to present the 

genealogical information for 

the individual whose 

portraits are available.   

First, we consider the 

general question of who are 

these individuals included 

in the albums.  John H. 

Gwathmey describes these 

portraits in his book 

entitled, “Twelve Virginia Counties, Where the Western Migration Began,” printed in 1937.  

For Gloucester County under the heading of “Courtroom, County Shrine,” he states, “In the 

courtroom are forty-eight portraits and seven tablets, and it is among the most interesting 

interiors in Virginia.”  He writes that there were forty -eight portraits that hung on those 

walls, but he lists only forty -seven.  He includes three names, Major John W. Puller, 

Benjamin Rowe, and Edwin Broaddus, whose portraits are not in the albums.  The albums 

include six portraits that are not listed by Mr. Gwathmey: Alexander T. Wiatt, Charles 

Wortley Montague, Thomas Ball Montague, W. C. Stubbs, Thomas C. Walker, and the famous 

sketch of Generals Lee and Jackson.    

In this issue we have included articles about the “Old Court” Justices and the Clerks of 

the Court.  We chose these groups because their genealogy information was available and 

much of their work is recorded in the Gloucester Clerk’s Office.  Some of the oldest records 

are the Court Minutes dating back to 1820, and they include references to the Clerks.  We 

have already featured the Civil War participants in an earlier issue.  Information for the 

present articles has been supplied by  many, including: Allen R. Cooke, Annette Taylor, 

Moira (Mrs. William A.) Robins, and Sylvia Oliver Rowe.  

 

 

 

Judges Commonwealth 

Attorneys 

Attorneys at Law 

John Bacon Clopton Maryus Jones Wyndham Kemp 

Warner Jones William Jones John Tyler Seawell 

Wyndham Kemp John Tyler Seawell J. N. Stubbs. 

James M. Seawell M. Boswell Seawell Thomas C. Walker 

T. R. B. Wright 

  

Clerks of Court Commissioners of 

Revenue 

Sheriffs 

Samuel B. Chapman W. C. Stubbs Capt. John B. Browne 

John R. Cary John Newstead Tabb James Dabney 

John S. Cooke 

 

John Sinclair 

Arthur Landon Davies 

  

Alexander T. Wiatt 
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The Gloucester “Old Court” 

 

The “Hall of Fame” category of “Old Court Members” seems to refer to those men that 

served as justices in the proceedings recorded in the minute books of Gloucester Count 

that are stored in the Clerk’s office.  Also, these men are called Justices of the Peace in the 

County Deed books beginning about 1862, where they verify or witness the transactions 

that are recorded.  The table below shows a rough list of names from the minute books for 

1820, 1858, and 1865.  These years were selected because they included the more extensive 

listings.  Minute books between about 1844 and 1858 are missing from the courthouse 

collection.   

The names in bold designate those that were recognized for the “Old Court” service.  

Edwin Broaddus and Benjamin A. Rowe were part of the “Hall of Fame” but their portraits 

are missing.  Thomas C. Clopton, John Sinclair, and William R. Stubbs were not included for 

the years shown below.  This chart suggest that the desire to honor those that served 

Gloucester County was directed primarily at those that served at home and in the military 

during the Civil War era.  

This article will feature five Old Court Members: Warner P. Roane, Augustine W. 

Robins, Thomas C. Robins, Jefferson W. Stubbs, and William R. Stubbs.  The latter four were 

close cousins through the Robins -Stubbs connection.  The genealogy of each of these men 

will be presented.  Annette Taylor has assisted with Warner Roane’s story, and Moira 

Robins has helped with the Robins information.  The Robins and Stubbs family history 

comes from the work of Dr. and Mrs. William  Carter Stubbs and Robert W. Robins.  

 

Old Court Justices 

Edwin Broaddus 

Thomas C. Clopton 

William K. Davis 

P. H. Fitzhugh 

Warner P. Roane 

Augustine W. Robins  

Thomas C. Robins 

Benjamin A. Rowe 

A. F. Scott 

John Sinclair 

Jefferson W. Stubbs 

William R. Stubbs 

1820 1858 1865 

James Baytop 

Edwin Broaddus William K. Davis 

Hugh G. Billups 

P. H. Fitzhugh 

Matthew Glenn 

Thomas Boswell Joel Hayes Joel Hayes 

John R. Cary John L. Hibble T. D. Jones 

James Dabney William ap W. Jones William F. Presson 

Thomas B. Fox 

Warner P. Roane A. W. Robins 

Richard Jones 

A. W. Robins 

Robert C. Robins 

Thomas Jones 

Thomas C. Robins Thomas C. Robins 

Mathew W. Kemp 

Benjamin Rowe Benjamin Rowe 

John Lewis John H. P. Seawell Ralph Rowe 

Henry L. Nuttall 

Jeff W. Stubbs A. F. Scott 

William K. Perrin 

 

John H. P. Seawell 

Philip Tabb 

 

William Shackelford 

Thomas T. Tabb 

 

William H. Shields 

Philip Taliaferro 

 

Jeff W. Stubbs 

William Taliaferro 

  

Robert Thruston 

  

John F. Scott 

  

Thomas Smith 

  

John Stevens 

  

James C. Wiatt 

  

William G. Wiatt 

  

Justices Listed in Gloucester Minute Books 

The Gloucester “Hall of Fame” 
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Warner Pinkerton Roane 

 

Warner P. Roane was the son of Charles S. 

Roane and Johanna Bland as indicated by his 

pedigree chart below.  Johanna Bland was the 

second wife of Charles S. Roane.  They married 

in 1824, a few years after Charles had 

purchased the Mount Prodigal located at Adner 

in Gloucester County, shown in the photograph 

on the next page.  His previous home was across 

the Poropotank River and the county line in 

King and Queen County.  He transferred this 

property to Allen Roane, one of his older sons 

by his first wife, Frances Guthrie.  That property 

was located near Guthrie Creek, and he probably 

obtained it from the Guthrie family.  The 1830 

census shows that Charles and his younger sons 

from his first marriage and Johanna were 

located at Mount Prodigal.   

In 1850, Warner Roane married Frances 

Ann Bland, daughter of Major Roderick Bland 

and Juliza A. Clayton, and they lived at Mount 

Prodigal.  The Roane and Bland families were 

two of the prominent families of the 

Shackleford Chapel Methodist Church, in nearby 

King and Queen County.  Warner’s father died in 1858, and in the 1860 census, he was 

listed as head of household with his wife Frances, five children, his mother and his younger 

brother Joshua.   

Warner was very active in the Old Court.  As a Justice of the Peace, he served many 

families in the settlement of their estates.  In many cases he served as guardian to the 

infant children under 

twenty-one years of age.   

The farm passed to 

Harvey Roane, his son, 

who was the last of the 

Roane line to own it.  The 

picture of Mount Prodigal, 

on the next page, shows 

Warner and Frances at the 

gate, and probably, Harvey 

to their right.   

 

 

 

   Alexander Roane 

   b. @ 1705, m. Sep. 8, 1736, d. 1785 

  Alexander Roane 

  b. Nov. 4, 1748, m. 1768, d. Jun. 2, 1785 

    

   Mary Warner 

 Charles S. Roane 

 b. Oct. 14, 1776, m. Jun. 1, 1824, d. Jul. 7, 1858 

   

  Elizabeth Pollard 

Warner Pinkerton Roane 

b. Sep. 8, 1827, d. Jul. 7, 1904 

 Johanna Bland 

 b. 1796, d. ?  

The Gloucester “Hall of Fame” 
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Descendants of Warner Pinkerton Roane  

 

1.  Warner Pinkerton Roane  was born on 8 Sep 1827 in Gloucester Co., VA.  He enlisted in the CSA 24th Va. 

Cavalry, Co. C on 14 Jan 1863 in Buena Vista, King and Queen Co., VA.  He was present at musters from 

10/1863 to 8/1864, but he was sick with leave on 11/1864.  He was paroled on 4/28/1865 at Mechanicsville.  

He died on 7 Jul 1904 in Gloucester Co., VA.  He was buried in Shackelford Chapel.  

 

He was married to Frances Ann Bland (daughter 

of Major Roderick Bland Sr. and Juliza A. 

Clayton) about 1850.  Frances Ann Bland  was 

born on 8 Nov 1831 in King & Queen Co., VA.  

She died on 10 May 1913.  She was buried in 

Shackelford Chapel.  Warner Pinkerton Roane 

and Frances Ann Bland had the following 

children: 

 

 +2 i. Emma Clayton Roane.  

 +3 ii. Cecelia A. Roane.  

 +4 iii. Susan Evelyn Roane.  

 +5 iv. Warner Eugene Roane.  

 6 v. Lucy F. Roane was born 

in 1861.  She died in Aug 

1865 in Gloucester Co., 

VA. 

 +7 vi. Julia L. Roane.  

 +8 vii. Harvey B. Roane. 

 +9 viii. Eva Byrd Roane. 

 

NEXT GENERATION 

 

2.  Emma Clayton Roane was born on 12 Sep 

1851 in Gloucester Co., VA.  She died on 6 Sep 

1932 in King & Queen Co., VA.  She was buried 

in Shackelford Chapel.  

 

She was married to Miles Winfrey Corr (son of James Corr and Mary Fary) on 25 Dec 1870 in Gloucester Co., 

VA.  Miles Winfrey Corr  was born on 7 Sep 1845 in King & Queen Co., VA.  He died on 22 Feb 1919 in King & 

Queen Co., VA.  He was buried in Shackelford Chapel.  Emma Clayton Roane and Miles Winfrey Corr had the 

following children:  

 

 +10 i. Etna Ward Corr was born on 22 Feb 1873 in King & Queen Co., VA.  She died on 31 Oct 

1951 in West Point, VA.  

 11 ii. Mary  Elizabeth Corr  was born on 25 Nov 1875.  She died on 10 Nov 1876.  

 12 iii. Emma Brooke Corr was born on 12 Sep 1877 in King & Queen Co., VA.  She died on 9 

May 1955. 

 13 iv. James Melvin Corr  was born on 8 Mar 1881.  He died on 6 Nov 1964.  

 14 v. Warner Elmo Corr was born on 6 Jun 1883 in King & Queen Co., VA.  He died in Aug 

1965 in Augusta, GA.  

 

3.  Cecelia A. Roane was born on 11 May 1854 in Gloucester Co., VA.  She died on 9 Feb 19 15 in Gloucester 

Co., VA.  She was buried in Salem Church.  

 

She was married to Thomas Edward Lamberth (son of John Lamberth and Mildred C. Walker) on 5 Apr 1888 in 

Gloucester Co., VA.  Cecelia was Thomas' third wife.   Thomas Edward Lamberth was born on 3 Mar 1836 in 

Gloucester Co., VA.  He died on 27 Mar 1913.  He was buried in Salem Church.  

 

4.  Susan Evelyn Roane  was born on 4 Ja n 1857 in Gloucester Co., VA.  She died on 3 Jan 1901.  She was 

buried in West Point, VA.  

 

She was married to Morgan Treat (son of David S. Treat and Eliza A. Morgan) on 22 Apr 1879.  Morgan Treat 

The Gloucester “Hall of Fame” 

 

Warner P. Roane and Family at Mount Prodigal 

Library of Congress, Washington DC 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/displayPhoto.pl?path=/pnp/

habshaer/va/va0400/va0480/

photos&topImages=161869pr.jpg&amp 


