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…The Editor’s page ! 

 

The theme selected for this June issue is “Member’s and their ancestral Gloucester/Mathews 

connections”.  Your staff is pleased with the response and “mounds” of local interest information we 

have received for articles.  Look for these surnames and related families:  Forrest and Seawell; Gayle;  

Burwell;  Berkeley;  Hodges;  Kemp; Purcell;  Stubbs; and Chauncey /Hall. 

 

A highlight of May will be the publication of Roane Hunt’s updated version of “Marriages of 

Gloucester County, Virginia 1853-1895.”  This companion volume to the “Death Records” will be 

available for purchase ($15) at our May meeting. 

 

Our Society wishes to thank Ed Thornton and Robert Warren for arranging the visit to the Virginia 

Historical Society and the Library of Virginia at Richmond on February 26, 2001. 

 

Our thanks again to Ed Thornton for arranging our March 26 speaker, Fred Anderson, and to Warren 

Chauncey for our January 29 meeting featuring John Quarstein as speaker. 

 

June 20-23 will be our Library Genealogy Resources Exhibit at the Gloucester Library.  We need 

members to help staff the conference room and help show the genealogy resources to the public.  Call 

Roane Hunt at 693-3467 or Roger Davis at 642-5280 and volunteer for a two to three hour shift.  It is 

all part of the Gloucester 350

th

 Celebration events. 

 

Roger Davis gave a talk at the Virginia Beach Family History Center on April 21.  His talk, “Journey 

into America,” discussed early migration routes and Virginia boundary changes as his Caldwell 

ancestors passed from Pennsylvania to Virginia and some on to South Carolina from 1730 to 1895. 

 

As Editor of  The Family Tree Searcher journal, I wish to express my own, as well as the Society’s, 

appreciation and thanks to Roane and Phyllis Hunt  for their contribution to the effort of publishing 

this journal, without whom, none of this would be possible! 

 

Roger Caldwell Davis 

May 2001 
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Purcell Family of Gloucester County, Virginia 

William Nelson Purcell, b. 1752, md. Martha Stubbs, b. 1760 

 

John F. Hartman 

As far as we know, the Purcell Families of Gloucester County, Virginia originated in 

England.  During the 16th and 17th centuries many Purcells immigrated to the current 

United States, Canada and the Pacific Islands.  However, the origin of that family dates back 

several centuries before the arrival of the first settlers on American soil.  

Various spellings of the name include Pursell, Pearsall, Pearsell, Pearshall, and others.  

The Purcell name in Virginia was most  commonly spelled Pursell until about 1800 when 

Pursell seems to have changed to Purcell, and is still spelled that way today. One of the 

difficulties in identifying members of the Purcell family is the repetitious use of given 

names.  The names John, James, Thomas, and William seem to appear most often 

throughout the family. These same names also carry over to other branches of Purcells in 

different areas of the world.  

Official records of Gloucester County have been lost and destroyed on several 

occasions due to fire, the ravages of war and other causes over the years.  It is difficult to 

develop accurate histories with the limited source of documents, such as land taxes , 

marriage, birth and death records.  Fragmented bits and pieces are available, but require 

careful research.  

The full line of Purcells in Gloucester County is too large for an article such as this.  I 

will concentrate on the direct line of Purcell -Louis-Hartman, of which I am a descendant.  

Henry Purcell (b:1682), son of David Purcell (b:1660) and Belinda Braithwaite 

(pronounced Brevitt) (b:1663) of North Farnham Parish, Richmond County, was one of the 

first Purcells in Gloucester.  Henry removed from Richmond Co. to Gloucester between 

1704-1715, settling in the Petsworth Parish .  Because of damaged, destroyed or missing 

records, it is not certain if Henry had children or not.  

William Nelson Purcell (b:1752) is the subject of this article.  There is a gap of at least 

one generation between Henry Purcell  and William Nelson Purcell.  However, it is believed 

there is a connection.  

William Nelson married Martha Stubbs (b:1760).  They had five children, born between 

1784 and 1792.  Their names were: James, William Reed (sometime spelled Reade), 

Johannah, Peter and Thomas Nelson.  

James married Mary (last name unknown) about 1804.  They had eight children, born 

between 1805 and 1823.  They were Margaret, Peter, Nelson, James, Sarah, Frances, Mary 

and William.  

Nelson (b:1809) married Mary (last name unknown) (b: about 1816).  It is believed 

Mary was born in Maryland.  

Nelson and Mary had two children, Annie Rebecca (b:1844) and Thomas Henry 

(b:1848).  During the Civil War at age 18, Annie enlis ted and served as an Army nurse at the 

Gloucester Point Hospital .  She was eventually transferred to Fort Monroe.  After a short 

stay at Fort Monroe she was sent to the battle at Wilderness, in Spotsylvania County, where 

she was injured by a bursting shell, and sent home to recuperate.  Her term of enlistment 

expired and she received her discharge  while at home. 

Annie was a member of the Grand Army of the Republic and the Association of Army 
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Nurses of the Civil War, 1861-1864.  

She attended the combined 21st 

National Convention of the 

Association of Army Nurses of the 

Civil War 1861-1864 and the 49th 

National Encampment of the Grand 

Army of the Republic (GAR), in 

Washington, DC, in Sept. 1915, at 

the age of 71. 

Annie married Joseph Charles 

Louis (pronounced "Louie") (b:1844) 

about 1870.  They lived in 

Gloucester and Mathews counties 

before settling in Princess Anne 

County.  

Joseph Louis was a Frenchman, 

who at the young age of 14, lied 

about his age and became a seaman 

in the French Navy.  After leaving 

America, returning to France, his 

ship sank and all the crew was lost.  

Joseph was listed among the 

missing, and assumed dead. He had, 

in fact, left the ship while it was in America, and had not yet been reported as deserting.  

Not knowing he had been listed as lost at sea, and fearing prosecution by the government 

of France, he dropped his last name of Jaisekill (Jezequel?), and became Joseph Charles 

Louis.  

At the beginning of the Civil War, on Nov. 14, 1862, at New York, Joseph Louis 

enlisted for two years in US Navy as Ordinary Seaman.  He served aboard the vessels USS 

Dacotah, Commodore Barney, and Crusader.  He was discharged from the Navy while 

serving on the USS Crusader.  Joseph was given US citizenship after his tour of duty.  

Joseph and Annie were listed in the census  for 1870 living in Gloucester County.  

Annie's mother Mary was living with them at that time.  

In the census of 1880, Joseph, his wife Annie, and one daughter, Elizabeth Florence, 9 

years old, were living in Mathews County and has him listed as a farmer.  They later moved 

to Pecan Point Rd. in the Broad Creek area of Princess Anne Co. VA, where he built a house.  

That house is still standing (2001) and is presently owned and occupied by Doris 

(Hartmann) and her husband Charles Parsons.  Several of Joseph's grandchildren and great -

grandchildren (the Hartman children) were born in that house.  

The following notes are excerpts from the autobiography by Bonnie Brooks Hartman, 

titled "MOM's RAMBLINGS". Recorded by John F. Hartman.  

"With all the farmland around, we have wondered why Joseph Louis was sat isfied to 

buy only five lots.  It has just come to me.  Joseph was not a farmer, he was a waterman.  

He owned his own boat and sold his fish at the old Roanoke Dock in Norfolk.  He went 

home to the big house (he had it built) with his hat full of money for Annie to count.  He 

could not count."  

Joseph and Annie had one daughter, Elizabeth Florence (b:1871) who married Frank 

Louis Hartmann (b:1865) in Princess Anne County . 

But now we're getting into Princess Anne County and the Hartman history.  That's 

another story. 

The Purcell - Louis - Hartmann Family 

Seated: Annie Rebecca Purcell Louis and Joseph Charles Louis  

Kids on Laps: Roman Isaiah Harmann & Frank Fayette Hartmann  

Standing in Rear: Louis Hartmann, Frank Henry Hartmann, Dora 

Hartmann & Elizabeth Frances Louis Hartmann  
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Descendants of William Nelson Purcell 

Generation No. 1 

1. WILLIAM NELSON1 PURCELL was born Abt. 1752 in Gloucester Co. VA, and died Abt. 1792. He married 

MARTHA STUBBS Abt. 1780, daughter of PETER STUBBS and UNKNOWN. She was born January 24, 1760 in 

Gloucester, VA, and died 1792. 

Children of WILLIAM PURCELL and MARTHA STUBBS are: 

2. i. James2 Purcell, b. Abt. 1784, Virginia; d. 1846, Virginia.  

3. ii. William Reed Purcell, b. September 1, 1785, Gloucester Co., VA; d. April 22, 1848. 

iii. Johannah Purcell, b. March 28, 1787; d. Unknown.  

iv. Peter Purcell, b. February 20, 1790, Baltimore, MD; d. Unknown. 

v. Thomas Nelson Purcell, b. April 13, 1792, Virginia; d. Unknown.  

Generation No. 2 

2. JAMES2 PURCELL (WILLIAM NELSON1) was born Abt. 1784 in Virginia, and died 1846 in Virginia. He 

married MARY (PURCELL) Abt. 1804. She was born Abt. 1785 in Virginia, and died Unknown in Virginia. 

Children of JAMES PURCELL and MARY (PURCELL) are: 

i. Margaret3 Purcell, b. August 1, 1805; d. Unknown.  

ii. Peter Purcell, b. September 17, 1807; d. Unknown. 

4. iii. Nelson Purcell, b. August 13, 1809, Virginia or Maryland; d. Bef. 1870, Virginia.  

iv. James Purcell, b. September 16, 1811; d. Unknown. 

v. Sarah Purcell, b. September 16, 1814; d. Unknown. 

vi. Frances Purcell, b. May 28, 1816; d. Unknown. 

vii. Mary Purcell, b. May 1821; d. Unknown. 

viii. William Purcell, b. April 27, 1823; d. Unknown. 

3. WILLIAM REED2 PURCELL (WILLIAM NELSON1) was born September 1, 1785 in Gloucester Co., VA, and 

died April 22, 1848. He married CHARITY MASSEY Abt. 1815. She was born Abt. 1787 in Gloucester Co. VA, 

and died December 1849. 

Children of WILLIAM PURCELL and CHARITY MASSEY are: 

i. Mary Stubbs3 Purcell, b. January 14, 1810; d. December 22, 1888; m. Thaddeus L. Moore, Unknown; b. 

Abt. 1805; d. February 21, 1886. 

ii. Richard Washington Purcell, b. May 11, 1812; d. Unknown.  

5. iii. William Nelson Purcell, b. March 20, 1816, Gloucester Co., VA; d. March 13, 1859, Gloucester Co. VA.  

iv. James Purcell, b. Abt. 1820; d. Unknown; m. Elizabeth Oakes, Abt. 1840; b. Abt. 1820; d. Unknown.  

6. v. Martha Ann Purcell, b. Abt. 1826; d. Unknown. 

7. vi. Horatio Allen Purcell, b. Abt. 1828, Gloucester Co., VA; d. June 1, 1888, Gloucester Co., VA. 

Generation No. 3 

4. NELSON3 PURCELL (JAMES2, WILLIAM NELSON1) was born August 13, 1809 in Virginia or Maryland, and 

died Bef. 1870 in Virginia. He married MARY A. (PURCELL) Unknown. She was born Abt. 1816 in Virginia or 

Maryland, and died May 28, 1905 in Princess Anne Co., VA. 

Children of NELSON PURCELL and MARY (PURCELL) are: 

8. i. Annie Rebecca4 Purcell, b. April 6, 1844, Gloucester Co., VA; d. Abt. 1930, Princess Anne Co., VA. 

ii. Thomas Henry Purcell, b. June 1848; d. Aft. 1890. 

5. WILLIAM NELSON3 PURCELL (WILLIAM REED2, WILLIAM NELSON1) was born March 20, 1816 in Gloucester 

Co., VA, and died March 13, 1859 in Gloucester Co. VA. He married (1) MARTHA ANN BLAKE Abt. 1844 in 

Gloucester Co., VA, daughter of THOMAS BLAKE and ELIZABETH (BLAKE). She was born June 10, 1824 in 

Gloucester Co., VA, and died May 12, 1856 in Gloucester Co., VA. He married (2) JOANNA ENOS March 4, 

1857 in Gloucester Co., VA, daughter of FRANCIS ENOS and CATHERINE WHITE. She was born Abt. 1835 in 

Gloucester Co., VA, and died August 15, 1887 in Gloucester Co. VA. 

Children of WILLIAM PURCELL and MARTHA BLAKE are: 

i. Emanuel4 Purcell, b. Abt. 1845; d. March 8, 1865. 

9. ii. William Reed Purcell, b. September 17, 1847, Gloucester Co., VA; d. October 25, 1926, Gloucester Co., 

VA. 

iii. Alexander Purcell, b. 1850, Gloucester Co., VA; d. 1882, Gloucester Co., VA. 

iv. Alfred Purcell, b. 1851, Gloucester Co., VA; d. 1932, Gloucester Co., VA. 

v. Mary Purcell, b. Abt. 1842, Gloucester Co. VA; d. Unknown. 

vi. Elizabeth Charity Purcell, b. August 30, 1853, Gloucester Co., VA; d. Unknown; m. James A. Fletcher, 

January 16, 1873, Gloucester Co., VA; b. Abt. 1849, Gloucester Co., VA; d. Unknown.  

vii. John G. Purcell, b. 1856; d. Unknown. 

Purcell Family of Gloucester County, Virginia 
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Child of WILLIAM PURCELL and JOANNA ENOS is: 

viii. Mary C.4 Purcell, b. Abt. 1859. 

6. MARTHA ANN3 PURCELL (WILLIAM REED2, WILLIAM NELSON1) was born Abt. 1826, and died Unknown. 

She married CALEB FLETCHER Unknown. He was born Unknown, and died Unknown. 

Children of MARTHA PURCELL and CALEB FLETCHER are: 

i. Mary E.4 Fletcher, b. Abt. 1855; d. Unknown; m. George H. Enos, December 20, 1876, Gloucester Co., VA; 

b. Abt. 1844; d. Unknown. 

ii. Theodosia Fletcher, b. Abt. 1859; d. Unknown; m. Richard C. Bridges, February 5, 1882, Gloucester Co., 

VA; b. Abt. 1848. 

iii. Theo Fletcher, b. April 1863; d. October 15, 1873. 

7. HORATIO ALLEN3 PURCELL (WILLIAM REED2, WILLIAM NELSON1) was born Abt. 1828 in Gloucester Co., 

VA, and died June 1, 1888 in Gloucester Co., VA. He married ANN MARIE GRIFFIN October 31, 1865 in 

Gloucester Co., VA, daughter of THOMAS GRIFFIN and MARIAH FLETCHER. She was born August 25, 1844, 

and died March 20, 1900. 

Children of HORATIO PURCELL and ANN GRIFFIN are: 

i. Mary E.4 Purcell, b. January 2, 1867, Gloucester Co. VA; d. October 22, 1867 , Gloucester Co. VA. 

10. ii. Thomas Reed Purcell, b. August 24, 1868, Gloucester Co., VA; d. November 22, 1930, Gloucester Co., 

VA. 

iii. Agnes E. Purcell, b. February 5, 1870, Gloucester Co., VA; d. August 16, 1873, Gloucester Co., VA.  

iv. Horace A. Purcell, b. October 17, 1872, Gloucester Co., VA; d. August 15, 1899, Gloucester Co., VA. 

v. Clarence D. Purcell, b. February 18, 1875, Gloucester Co., VA; d. November 12, 1881, Gloucester Co., VA. 

11. vi. Marion Jones Purcell, b. September 5, 1877, Gloucester Co., VA; d. April 23, 1930. 

vii. Lloyd M. Purcell, b. January 31, 1880, Gloucester Co., VA; d. February 12, 1894, Gloucester Co., VA. 

viii. Virginia M. Purcell, b. October 25, 1881, Gloucester Co., VA; d. May 12, 1949; m. Howard Lee Mayo, 

June 5, 1905, Gloucester Co., VA; b. November 10, 1875; d. February 4, 1955. 

12. ix. Annie Ruth Purcell, b. July 8, 1884, Gloucester Co., VA; d. April 23, 1943. 

Generation No. 4 

8. ANNIE REBECCA4 PURCELL (NELSON3, JAMES2, WILLIAM NELSON1) was born April 6, 1844 in Gloucester 

Co., VA, and died Abt. 1930 in Princess Anne Co., VA. She married JOSEPH CHARLES LOUIS Bet. 1865 - 

1870. He was born December 17, 1844 in Brest, France, and died Abt. 1920 in Princess Anne Co., VA. 

Child of ANNIE PURCELL and JOSEPH LOUIS is: 

13. i. Elizabeth Florence5 Louis, b. December 17, 1870, Mathews Co., VA; d. April 1, 1938, Burlington, NC. 

9. WILLIAM REED4 PURCELL (WILLIAM NELSON3, WILLIAM REED2, WILLIAM NELSON1) was born September 

17, 1847 in Gloucester Co., VA, and died October 25, 1926 in Gloucester Co., VA. He married MARGARET S. 

WALDEN March 30, 1876 in Gloucester Co., VA, daughter of ROBERT WALDEN and SARA (WALDEN). She was 

born October 10, 1854 in Gloucester Co., VA, and died October 1, 1936. 

Children of WILLIAM PURCELL and MARGARET WALDEN are: 

i. Alpheus M.5 Purcell, b. August 17, 1877; d. July 4, 1901; m. Margaret (Purcell), Abt. 1900; b. October 10, 

1884; d. October 1, 1936. 

ii. Mary Agnes Purcell, b. August 4, 1879; d. June 29, 1963; m. Walter Fuller Bunting, Abt. 1890; b. June 17, 

1872; d. November 12, 1931. 

iii. Ada Elizabeth Purcell, b. July 1, 1882; d. September 4, 1982; m. Eugene Moore, December 23, 1909, 

Gloucester Co., VA; b. Abt. 1883, South Park, NC; d. Unknown.  

iv. William Nelson Purcell, b. June 8, 1884, Gloucester Co., VA; d. August 12, 1975, Norfolk, VA. 

10. THOMAS REED4 PURCELL (HORATIO ALLEN3, WILLIAM REED2, WILLIAM NELSON1) was born August 24, 

1868 in Gloucester Co., VA, and died November 22, 1930 in Gloucester Co., VA. He married FLORENCE V. 

BANKS December 10, 1890, daughter of JANNUS BANKS and HETTY JONES. She was born April 23, 1874 in 

Gloucester Co., VA, and died August 28, 1906 in Gloucester Co., VA. 

Children of THOMAS PURCELL and FLORENCE BANKS are: 

i. Amye Leetridge5 Purcell, b. October 28, 1892, Gloucester Co., VA; d. September 5, 1994, Gloucester Co., 

VA; m. (1) Samuel Adams Claytor, December 26, 1912, Gloucester Co., VA; b. November 30, 1888, Warwick 

Co., VA; d. May 15, 1943, Gloucester Co., VA; m. (2) Alexander Kubrock, Unknown; b. Unknown; d. 

Unknown. 

ii. Grover Newbold Purcell, b. February 18, 1894; d. October 26, 1909. 

14. iii. Annie Lucy Jones Purcell, b. July 25, 1895, Gloucester Co., VA; d. January 20, 1971.  

iv. Harriet Elizabeth Purcell, b. September 19, 1897; d. October 8, 1992; m. William Thomas Wiggins; b. June 

8, 1893; d. September 19, 1974. 

v. Thomas Alpheus Purcell, b. June 13, 1903; d. October 4, 1973. 

11. MARION JONES4 PURCELL (HORATIO ALLEN3, WILLIAM REED2, WILLIAM NELSON1) was born September 

5, 1877 in Gloucester Co., VA, and died April 23, 1930. He married LUCY CATHERINE SHEPERD OLIVER April 

Purcell Family of Gloucester County, Virginia 
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19, 1917 in Gloucester Co., VA, daughter of CAREY OLIVER and LUCY HORSLEY. She was born January 24, 

1898 in Gloucester Co., VA, and died July 26, 1986. 

Children of MARION PURCELL and LUCY OLIVER are: 

15. i. Horace Oliver5 Purcell, b. November 18, 1918, Gloucester Co., VA. 

ii. Marion Lucille Purcell, b. October 13, 1920; d. August 26, 1926.  

iii. Thomas Levi Purcell, b. December 31, 1922, Gloucester Co., VA; d. January 1982, Gloucester Point, 

Gloucester Co., VA; m. Dorothy S. (Purcell), Unknown; b. 1921, Gloucester Co. VA; d. 1998, Gloucester Co., 

VA. 

12. ANNIE RUTH4 PURCELL (HORATIO ALLEN3, WILLIAM REED2, WILLIAM NELSON1) was born July 8, 1884 in 

Gloucester Co., VA, and died April 23, 1943. She married (1) OLYMPIA HOBART SEDDEN RILEE January 24, 

1905 in Gloucester Co., VA, son of WILLIAM RILEE and MARY WALTON. He was born Abt. 1882 in Gloucester 

Co., VA, and died Unknown. She married (2) WILLIAM HENRY STUBBLEFIELD Unknown, daughter of WILLIAM 

STUBBELFIELD and S.M. HILL. She was born December 27, 1859, and died February 21, 1933. 

Child of ANNIE PURCELL and OLYMPIA RILEE is: 

16. i. Mary Annie5 Rilee, b. September 13, 1905; d. May 12, 1989. 

Generation No. 5 

13. ELIZABETH FLORENCE5 LOUIS (ANNIE REBECCA4 PURCELL, NELSON3, JAMES2, WILLIAM NELSON1) was 

born December 17, 1870 in Mathews Co., VA, and died April 1, 1938 in Burlington, NC. She married FRANK 

HENRY HARTMANN June 5, 1895 in Pecan Point Rd., Princess Anne Co., VA, son of LOUIS HARTMANN and 

DORA WILHOFT. He was born October 14, 1865 in New Orleans, LA, and died December 15, 1937 in Princess 

Anne Co., VA. 

Children of ELIZABETH LOUIS and FRANK HARTMANN are: 

i. Dora Frances6 Hartmann, b. January 4, 1896, Princess Anne Co., VA; d. February 12, 1974, Como, NC; m. 

William Green Thomas Fleming, July 26, 1916, Princess Anne Co., VA; b. January 12, 1892, Princess Anne 

Co., VA; d. March 25, 1968, Norfolk, VA. 

ii. Louis Hartmann, b. March 20, 1898, Princess Anne Co., VA; d. November 11, 1967, Norfolk, VA; m. Grace 

Larnce Early, April 15, 1926, Portsmouth, VA; b. August 7, 1907, Lewiston, NC; d. May 22, 1987, Norfolk, VA.  

iii. Frank Fayette Hartman, b. March 10, 1904, Broad Creek, Princess Anne Co., VA; d. May 8, 1982, 

Chesapeake, VA.; m. Bonnie Thelma Brooks, July 29, 1934, Chesapeake Beach, Princess Anne Co., VA; b. 

October 14, 1910, Victoria, Coffee Co., AL; d. August 19, 1988, Chesapeake, VA. 

iv. Roman Isaiah Hartmann, b. September 12, 1906, Princess Anne Co., VA; d. March 1, 1991, At Home, 

Chesapeake, VA.; m. Mary Patricia Stewart, May 9, 1941, New York, NY; b. March 17, 1915, Halifax, Nova 

Scotia, Canada. 

v. Henry Charles Hartmann, b. March 29, 1910, Princess Anne Co., VA; d. November 16, 1967, Petersburg, 

VA. 

14. ANNIE LUCY JONES5 PURCELL (THOMAS REED4, HORATIO ALLEN3, WILLIAM REED2, WILLIAM NELSON1) 

was born July 25, 1895 in Gloucester Co., VA, and died January 20, 1971. She married GEORGE BOOKER 

SOLES December 29, 1914 in Gloucester Co., VA. He was born Abt. 1880 in Gloucester Co., VA, and died 

Unknown. 

Children of ANNIE PURCELL and GEORGE SOLES are: 

i. George Booker6 Soles II, b. Unknown. 

ii. Louise Soles, b. Unknown. 

iii. Verna Soles, b. Unknown. 

iv. Harry P. Soles, b. Unknown. 

15. HORACE OLIVER5 PURCELL (MARION JONES4, HORATIO ALLEN3, WILLIAM REED2, WILLIAM NELSON1) 

was born November 18, 1918 in Gloucester Co., VA. He married NETTIE ARLENE JENKINS September 13, 

1941 in Norfolk, VA, daughter of ALECK JENKINS and MARY SMITH. She was born 1922 in Gloucester Co., VA, 

and died 1992. 

Child of HORACE PURCELL and NETTIE JENKINS is: 

i. Beverly Jo6 Purcell, b. 1943; m. Gaddis Everett Key, Unknown; b. Unknown; d. Unknown. 

16. MARY ANNIE5 RILEE (ANNIE RUTH4 PURCELL, HORATIO ALLEN3, WILLIAM REED2, WILLIAM NELSON1) 

was born September 13, 1905, and died May 12, 1989. She married WILLIAM EDWARD LEIGH Unknown. He 

was born June 13, 1897, and died October 29, 1971. 

Children of MARY RILEE and WILLIAM LEIGH are: 

i. James E.6 Leigh, b. Unknown. 

ii. Alice Leigh, b. Unknown. 

Sources:  

1. Family Bibles (Doris Parsons Bible) and other family records. 

2. Gloucester County Marriage records (Gloucester Courthouse) and online, courtesy of Gloucester Genealogy 
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Society. 

3. Gloucester County Death Records,1865-1890 (Gloucester Genealogy Society, May 2000). 

4. Letter written by Robert W. Robbins to Mrs. James Kontes of NJ, October 1974.  

Above letter on file in the Virginia Room at Gloucester Library, Gloucester, VA. 

5. Personal, taped and telephone interviews with present family members. 

6. Genealogists and others having interests in the Purcell families. 

7. Family Tree Maker CDs and online records. 

8. Church of Latter Day Saints (LDS) records, locally and online. 

9. Cemetery records and tombstone inscriptions (personal visits and online). 

10. Civil War Pension Records, National Archives, Washington, DC (personal visits). 

11. US Census records, 1800-1900 (personal library visits and online). 

 

Other references: 

NUGENT, NELL MARION. Cavaliers and Pioneers: Abstracts of Virginia Land Patents and Grants. Vol. 2: 

1666-1695. Indexed by Claudia B. Grundman. Richmond, VA: Virginia State Library, 1977. 609p. 

Thanks to Sylvia O. Rowe, Melanie Mattson and Melissa Hartley for their sharing and consultation in the 

organizing and preparation of this material. 

 

By John F. Hartman 

7506 Hilsway Ave 

Parkville, MD 21234 

410-583-0067 

hartmanjohnf@home.com 
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James Lee Kemp, Harriett Pauline Kemp and Family 

By 

James Monroe Jones 

 

My mother, Dorothy Lee Kemp was born in Pinero, Gloucester County, Virginia, on 

August 4, 1911 at home and delivered by a mid -wife.  Her mother, Pauline, did not seem to 

have great trouble in childbirth, so Dorothy came into the world with relative ease.  Life, 

however, for the Kemps in Gloucester  was not easy as the whole country was approaching 

World War I and then the devastating economic depressions of the 1920’s and 1930’s.   

Dorothy’s parents were James Lee Kemp and Harriett Pauline Kemp. Appendix I shows 

the ancestors of Harriet Pauline.  Appendix II shows the ancestors of James Lee.  A more 

complete lineage is provided in a GEDCOM file named (kemp_dor.ged) at the Gloucester 

website (http://users.inna.net/~mslee/page5.html).  

James Lee Kemp and Harriet Pauline Kemp, spent all of their child bearing years in 

Gloucester County where the following children were born:   

 Lewis Morgan b. 24 Jan 1902 d. 7 Jan 1968 

 Lillian Davies  b. 22 Jul 1904 d. 9 Oct 1985 

 Gladys Elizabeth b. 4 Mar 1906 d. 4 Mar 1944 

 Hazel Dey b. 24 Nov 1908 d. 8 May 2000 

 Dorothy Lee b. 4 Aug 1911 d. 22 Jul 1994 

 Mary Rebecca b. 19 Sep 1914 d. 19 Sep 1914 

 Paul James b. 8 Dec 1916 d. 21 Aug 1973 

 Monroe Gregory b. 7 Jan 1919 d. 7 Jan 1919 

The large table on the next 

page shows the places they lived 

in Gloucester, Hampton, 

Williamsburg and Newport 

News, Virginia.  

By the time that Dorothy 

was born in 1911, the family had 

settled into a rigid rural routine.  

Life for Grandpa Kemp was five 

or six days of hard farm labor 

with rest on Sunday and time for 

church.  Grandma was busy with 

the housework when she was 

not “in the family way” or 

recovering from a home 

childbirth. 

Each of the six children had 

a role in the functions of the 

family, some more rigid than the 

other.  Uncle Lewis and Aunt 

 

Listed from left to right, top row: Hazel, Lillian, Lewis, 

Gladys, James Lee and Harriet Pauline.  Second row: 

Paul and Dorothy. 
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Hazel worked in the fields with Grandpa.  Aunt Lillian helped Grandma at the house on a 

daily basis and took over when she was pregnant.  Aunt Gladys was injured when she was 

very young and was unable to do much heavy work.  Uncle Paul was the youngest and  had 

few chores.  Aunt Hazel told me that my mother did not have to do a lot when she was in 

grammar and high school.  Hazel said that she was small for her age and was very prone to 

accidents.  In any event, neither she nor Paul did very much of the house or farm work.  

Most of the family’s energy went into providing shelter and food.  Grandpa worked as 

a laborer, a sharecropper, a farm owner and a lumber mill worker.  The major money crops 

were cotton, sorghum, tobacco, corn and melons, but most homesteads had several acres 

so most of the common vegetables were raised, as were chickens, pigs and a cow or two.  

Horses and mules were used for cultivation and transportation.  It was not until the family 

moved to Williamsburg, well into the thirties, that they owned their one and only car, a 

model T Ford. 

Not unlike most rural areas in the U. S. in the early twentieth century, living 

conveniences consisted of an outdoor toilet, a well for drinking water, a barrel to catch rain 

water for washing, a wood cook stove, a kerosene lamp for light and an ice box for cooling 

and preserving food. 

 

The rich Gloucester soil was a source of livelihood for the small farmer and wealth for 

the larger landowners.  The big money crops, cotton, tobacco and corn would strip the land 

of its minerals leaving poor crops until fertilizer was plentiful and crop rotation was 

understood.  Like other parts of the country, the land was stripped of its trees to provide 

lumber and paper pulp.  

Kemp Family Residences 

18 Apr 1901 

FROM---Pauline's Home, Gloucester, Co.  Va.  

TO-----James Lee's Home, Gloucester Co.  Va.,  

 Indian Road  

 

1924 

FROM---Own Place, Gloucester Co., Sassafras, Va.  

TO-----East Hampton, Va.  

 

May 1902 

FROM---James Lee's Home, Glou. Co.  Va., Indian Road  

TO-----Newport News, Va.  

 

1924 

FROM---East Hampton, Va.  

TO-----Seldon's Dairy, Newport News, Va.  

 

Sept. 1902 

FROM---Newport News, Va.  

TO-----Gloucester, Co., Pinero Va.  

 

1925 

FROM---Seldon's Dairy, Newport News, Va.  

TO-----Jackson St., Newport News, Va.  

 

Fall 1914 

FROM---Gloucester, Co., Va., Pinero  

TO-----Miller's Farm, Gloucester, Co., Capahosic, Va.  

1928 

FROM---Jackson St., Newport News, Va..  

TO-----Mike Pete's Farm, Williamsburg, Va.  

 

Fall 1915 

FROM---Miller's Farm , Gloucester, Co., Capahosic, Va.  

TO-----Henry Wilkin's Farm, Glou. Co., Capahosic, Va.  

 

1930 

FROM---Mike Pete's Farm, Williamsburg, Va.  

TO-----Waltz Farm, Lightfoot, Va.  

1918 

FROM---Henry Wilkin's Farm, Gloucester,. Co., Capahosic, Va.  

TO-----Weaver's Farm, Gloucester Co., Clay Bank, Va.  

 

? 

FROM---Waltz Farm, Lightfoot, Va.,  

TO-----Copeland Park, Hampton, Va.  

 

1920 

FROM---Weaver's Farm, Glou. Co., Clay Bank, Va.  

TO-----Own Place, Gloucester Co., Sassafras, Va.  

 

1946 

FROM---Copeland Park, Hampton, Va.  

TO-----5502 Roanoke Ave., Newport News, Va.  
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Many diseases plagued the family with few doctors to assist, even when they could be 

afforded.  Home remedies were used to treat  outbreaks of diphtheria, scarlet fever, TB, 

polio, and meningitis.  Even the childhood diseases such as chicken pocks, whooping  

cough, mumps and measles were at times devastating, causing death and leaving crippling 

effects.  When they struck the adult breadwinner in the family, it was even more 

devastating. Boils, and carbuncles and spider bites plagued Jim Kemp when he owned his 

own farm in Sassafras and resulted in him losing it when he could not complete a crop.  

When taxes and land payments could not be made, the land was quickly put on the auction 

block or privately sold for a pittance.  

Grandmother’s demeanor and lifestyle reflected the austere life in Gloucester for the 

smaller farmer and farm laborers.  Her Christian faith was the backbone of family survival, 

but her understanding of God was more based on fear than love.  Jim, on the other hand, 

seemed to take the whole concept of Church and Christian faith much less to heart.  

Pauline was raised a Methodist and preferred the Olive Branch Church , but she agreed to 

go to Ebenezer in order to keep Granddad interested.  

At the time of this writing, Aunt Hazel was the only member of Jim and Pauline’s 

immediate family still living.  In January 1999, she has just celebrated her 90

th

 birthday and 

was very mentally active.  She was also keeping house by herself at the last Kemp residence 

in Newport News, Virginia.  Aunt Hazel told me that my mother and grandfather were a lot 

alike.  They both had a happy -go-lucky attitude and very loving nature.  As  a result 

Grandad was very close to my mother, Dorothy.  

Granddad was the source of affection in his family.  He was quick to give the kids 

hugs and would put the children on his lap, sing funny songs and tell funny stories.  One 

story-song went like this:  

As I went to feed my humbry jumbry,  

I spied a ree rah run away.  

I swore by fiddy faddy,  

If  had my trippy trappy.   

I’d make that ree rah run away  

Put down my fumbling pipe.  

He would then explain what it meant:   

Humbry jumbry was his pig,  

ree rah run away was a fox,  

fiddy faddy was his wife,  

trippy trappy was his gun and  

fumbling pipe, his chickens.  

He would also bounce a child on the knee and after getting the child to give him a word 

like “finger”, he would sing:  

Finger bum binger tee inger, go finger,  

Te legged, tie legged bow legged finger.  

He would then repeat this little ditty for any word that the child mentioned.  

Food and meals played an important role in the Kemp’s Gloucester life.  There were 

not many vegetables that couldn’t be grown in the fertile Gloucester earth. Vegetables were 

therefore the major items on the menu.  Meat was not served at every meal as is the 

practice in most homes today.  Pigs and chickens were easy to keep all year round and 

could be slaughtered when required.  Beef was harder to preserve, so it was more expensive 

and less plentiful.  At times, Grandfather would hunt game and bring home turkey, rabbit, 
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and squirrel.  Breakfast included eggs, bacon, corn cakes and black strap molasses.  Lunch 

or dinner was leftovers from a previous meal and supper was the big meal of the day.  

Supper always began with a scripture reading and grace.  

Sunday was always a day of rest for most at the Kemp homestead.  This was not just 

because of the commandment “to remember the Sabbath and keep it holy,” it was also 

welcomed as a respite from a hard week in the fields.  It was not quite a full day of rest  for 

Grandmother Pauline and the older girls, for they would always put on a big spread for 

Sunday dinner.  A typical and favorite meal would be fried chicken, mashed potatoes, 

biscuits, corn on the cob, butter beans or string beans with iced tea to drink.  

The pastor or other friends were often invited to Sunday dinner and at those times 

another meat like ham or pork chops might be added to the menu.  Hot biscuits and hand -

churned butter was an absolute must for any serious meal.  A story has been handed down 

about a relative named Peter Fary.  According to the old folks, Peter Fary and family were 

invited to Sunday dinner where Grandma had laid out her usual spread with one exception.  

She had forgotten to put the biscuits in the oven.  The mistake was realized when they sat 

down, so she acknowledged the problem and put them in the oven to be served later in the 

meal.  About a half -hour into the meal, the biscuits were brought out and served.  They 

were passed around the table and Peter Fary was the last to receive the platter.  As the 

platter was passed to him, there was only one biscuit left. Peter just took the plate and sat 

it down not taking the last biscuit.  Grandma was surprised,  knowing how much Peter 

liked biscuits said, “Peter, aren’t you going to have any biscuits?”  Peter gruffly replied, “If I 

can’t have them all, I don’t want any.”  As a result of this event, if you ever take too much 

at the table, you are called Peter Fary.  

Even though Gloucester and Mathews County formed a peninsula bordered by the 

Piankatank River on the north, the Mobjack Bay on the east, and the York River on the 

south, none of the immediate family appeared to be watermen, or people who earned their 

livelihood from the waters thereabout.  The Kemps enjoyed seafood (fish, crabs, and 

oysters, but they did not always have access to them.)  Granddad said that he would go out 

in the river when the mackerel or herring were running and catch a bathtub full and bring 

them home to be packed in brine for the winter.  

All who read this, must understand that I am a generation removed from Gloucester 

and that I do not have personal experience of some of the stories I am telling.  Most of 

what I say was related to me by my mother, grandparents, aunts and uncles.  In this light, I 

have one great puzzle concerning the curious place and people called Guinea.  It has been a 

custom among the older members of the family to tell the younger, when the latter has 

made a nuisance of themselves or had gotten the best of an older member, to “go to 

Guinea.”  We could never figure out what this  meant and when we inquired as to its 

meaning, we were told to “go there and you will find out.”  In the  fall of 1998, I did just 

that.  My wife Sandy and I  took the Guinea Road as far as it would take us, all the  way to 

the York River and Mobjack Bay.  Driving back to Cobbs Creek on Route 17, we were aware 

that we still did not  know what they meant.  The people and place seemed perfectly 

normal to us. 

Education was not a priority in the life of this hard working Gloucester farm family.  

The crops came first and then education was given the back seat.  Jim Kemp never learned 

to read or write.  Harriett Pauline did not complete high school, but she could read and 

write fluently.  Pauline saw to it that her six children received an adequate education to 

meet the new life and world that they were about to face.  Two Gloucester schools have 

been mentioned, Pinero and Belroi.  Later , Dorothy went to Symms-Eaton in Hampton and 

graduated from the eighth grade in Williamsburg.  
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When they were married, James and Pauline Kemp came first to the lower Peninsula 

and lived in Newport News for less than a year in 1902.  They then moved back to 

Gloucester and stayed there until they lost their farm in Sassafras in 1924.  Perhaps it was 

poor management, sickness or the 1920s depression that caused this tragedy.  They, never 

the less, left the middle peninsula in 1924, went to the lower peninsula and ventured back 

only to be buried at Ebenezer Church with their two infant children and their Gloucester 

kin.   

 

 

Appendix I 

Descendants of Robert Kempe of Gissing, Norfolk, England  

 

FIRST GENERATION  

 

1.  Robert Kempe was born in 1567 in Hampstead or Gissing, Eng..  He died in 1612 in Gissing, Eng..  

 

He was married to Dorothy Harris (daughter of Arthur Harris).  Dorothy Harris signed a will in 1626.  She 

was born in Cricksea, Essex, Eng..  Robert Kempe and Dorothy Harris had the following children:  

 

 2 i. Sir Robert Kempe 1st Baronet of Gissing etal.  

 3 ii. John Kempe. 

 4 iii. Rev. Arthur Kempe signed a will 1645  died S.P..  He was born in Cricksea, Essex, Eng..  

 5 iv. Richard Kempe Secretary of State of Virginia.  

 +6 v. Edmund Kempe. 

 7 vi. Edward Kempe. 

 8 vii. Thomas Kempe was born in Antingham, England.  

 9 viii. Col. Matthew Kempe.  

 10 ix. Dorothy Kempe. 

 11 x. Elizabeth Kempe.  

 

SECOND GENERATION  

 

6.  Edmund Kempe was born in 1606 in England.  immigrated to Virginia.  He died in 1660.  

 

He was married to Ann.  Edmund Kempe and Ann had the following children:  

 

 12 i. Robert Kemp. 

 13 ii. Elizabeth Kemp. 

 +14 iii. Matthew Kemp . 

 

THIRD GENERATION  

 

14.  Matthew Kemp  died in 1683. 

 

He was married to Dorothy .  Matthew Kemp and Dorothy had the following children:  

 

 +15 i. Peter Kemp. 

 16 ii. Thomas Kemp. 

 17 iii. Richard Kemp.  

 18 iv. Matthew Kemp. 

 

FOURTH GENERATION  

 

15.  Peter Kemp was born in 1665.  He died in 1730.  

 

  Peter Kemp and an unknown wife had the following children:  
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 +19 i. Peter Kemp. 

 20 ii. Dorothy Kemp. 

 21 iii. Thomas Kemp. 

 

FIFTH GENERATION  

 

19.  Peter Kemp died in 1784. 

 

He was married to Betty Daniel.  Peter Kemp and Betty Daniel had the following children:  

 

 +22 i. Robert Kemp Sr. 

 23 ii. Peter Kemp. 

 

SIXTH GENERATION  

 

22.  Robert Kemp Sr. died before 1782.  

 

  Robert Kemp Sr. and an unknown wife had the following children:  

 

 24 i. Thomas Kemp. 

 25 ii. William S. Kemp. 

 26 iii. Peter S, Kemp.  

 27 iv. Francis S. Kemp.  

 28 v. John Kemp.   

 29 vi. Sarah Kemp. 

 30 vii. Matthew S. Kemp.  

 

He was married to Elizabeth Ann Day (daughter of John Day and Mary).  Elizabeth Ann Day died before 1810 .  

Robert Kemp Sr. and Elizabeth Ann Day had the following children:  

 

 +31 i. Robert Kemp Jr. 

 

SEVENTH GENERATION  

 

31.  Robert Kemp Jr. was born about 1776 in Gloucester, County, VA.  He died about 1824 in Gloucester, 

County, VA. 

 

He was married to Nancy Pollard (daughter of Thomas Pollard).  Robert Kemp Jr. and Nancy Pollard had the 

following children:  

 

 32 i. Lewis Day Kemp.   

 +33 ii. Peter Day Kemp. 

 34 iii. Robert Day Kemp.  

 35 iv. Elizabeth Day Kemp.  

.  

EIGHTH GENERATION  

 

33.  Peter Day Kemp was born on 4 Sep 1806.  He died on 9 Feb 1859 in Gloucester, County.  He was buried 

in Church Hill at Woods Cross Roads, near Jim Stubbs Place.  This is probably the site of Petsworth Church.  

When the area was visited in 2000, it was found that the graveyard was  now overgrown with woods and had 

been bulldozed at one time by the Chesapeake Company.  This was a very sad finding, since many  of the 

Kemp, Wiatt, Ware and Booker relatives were probably buried there.  

 

He was married to Sarah Garrett before 1831.  Peter Day Kemp and Sarah Garrett had the following children:  

 

 36 i. Thomas Richard Kemp.  

 

He was married to Mary Ann Booker (daughter  of Lewis Conquest Booker and Polly Ware) before 1838.  Mary 

Ann Booker was born on 6 Jun 1814.  She died in 1849 in Gloucester,  County.  Peter Day Kemp and Mary Ann 

James Lee Kemp, Harriett Pauline Kemp and Family 
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Booker had the following children:  

 

 +37 i. Lewis Monroe Kemp. 

 38 ii. Peter Wyndham Kemp. 

 39 iii. Jasper S. Kemp was born in 1841.  

 40 iv. Davis Byrd Kemp was born in 1844.  

 41 v. Francis  (Frank) Jefferson Kemp.  

 42 vi. Isabella Kemp.  

 

He was married to Sarah Hall before 1853.  Peter Day Kemp and Sarah Hall had the following children:  

 

 43 i. James Robert Kemp.  

 

 

NINTH GENERATION  

 

37.  Lewis Monroe Kemp was born on 18 Dec 1838 in Gloucester, County.  He died on 17 Feb 1913 in 

Gloucester, County.  He was buried in Olive Branch Church Cemetery, Gloucester, Virginia.  

 

He was married to Harriet Elizabeth Brown Dutton (daughter of Edward Chapman Dutton and Rebecca 

Washington Chapman) on 27 Jun 1867 in Bellamy Church,  Gloucester, Virginia  by J. L. Shipley.  Harriet 

Elizabeth Brown Dutton was born on 14 Jun 1848.  She died on 10 Jul 1916 in Gloucester, County.  She was 

buried in Olive Branch Church Cemetery, Gloucester, Virginia..  Lewis Monroe Kemp and Harriet Elizabeth 

Brown Dutton had the following children:  

 

 44 i. Willie Monroe Kemp. 

 45 ii. Adah Rebecca Kemp.  

 46 iii. Mary Ella Kemp.  

 47 iv. Claranette Lewis Kemp.  

 +48 v. Harriet Pauline Kemp . 

 49 vi. Lloyd Morgan Kemp was born on 4 Oct 1881.  He died on 18 Jan 1964 in Olive Branch 

Church Cemetery, Glou..  

 50 vii. Ray Vaughn Kemp.  

 51 viii. Deborah Dey Kemp.  

 52 ix. Lola May Kemp.  

 

TENTH GENERATION  

 

48.  Harriet Pauline Kemp  was born on 16 Sep 1879 in Gloucester, County.  She died on 8 Apr 1968 in 

Newport News, Virginia.  

 

She was married to James Lee Kemp (son of Gregory Kemp and Marier Elizabeth Wyatt) on 18 Apr 1901 in 

Gloucester, County.  James Lee Kemp was born on 1 Mar 1876 in Gloucester, County, Wan, Va..  He died on 3 

Sep 1954 in Newport News, Virginia.  He was buried in Gloucester, Virginia, Ebenezer Church Cemetery.  He 

resided.  Harriet Pauline Kemp and James Lee  Kemp had the following children:  

 

 53 i. Lewis Morgan Kemp.  

 54 ii. Lillian Davies Kemp.  

 55 iii. Gladys Elizabeth Kemp.  

 56 iv. Hazel Dey Kemp.  

 +57 v. Dorothy Lee Kemp. 

 58 vi. Mary Rebecca Kemp.  

 59 vii. Paul James Kemp.  

 60 viii. Monroe Gregory. 

James Lee Kemp, Harriett Pauline Kemp and Family 
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Appendix II 

Descendants of Thomas Kemp of Gloucester, Virginia 

 

FIRST GENERATION  

 

1.  Thomas Kemp was born in 1750 in Gloucester, County VA.  He died in May 1821 in Gloucester, County 

VA. 

 

He was married to Sarah Leigh (daughter of Richard Leigh).  Thomas Kemp and Sarah Leigh had the following 

children: 

 

 2 i. Richard L. Kemp.   

 3 ii. John Jefferson Kemp.   

 4 iii. Thomas M. Kemp.   

 5 iv. Cary Kemp.   

 +6 v. George (W) Kemp. 

 7 vi. Mary Kemp.   

 

SECOND GENERATION  

 

6.  George (W) Kemp.   

 

He was married to Martha Clarke.  George (W) Kemp and Martha Clarke had the following children:  

 

 +8 i. Gregory Kemp. 

 

THIRD GENERATION  

 

8.  Gregory Kemp was born in 1798.  He died in 1878.  

 

He was married to Marier Elizabeth Wyatt (daughter of Peter F. Wyatt and Lucy Drisgall) on 17 Mar 1870 in 

Gloucester, County.  Marier Elizabeth Wyatt was born on 27 Mar 1844.  She died on 25 Nov 1924.  Gregory 

Kemp and Marier Elizabeth Wyatt had the following children:  

 

 +9 i. James Lee Kemp. 

 +10 ii. Lillian A. Kemp.  

 

He was married to Susan F. W. Clarke (daughter of James Clarke and Martha) before 1828 in Gloucester, 

County.  Susan F. W. Clarke was born about 1804.  She died on 10 Apr 1866 in Gloucester, County.  Gregory 

Kemp and Susan F. W. Clarke had the following children:  

 

 11 i. Augustine Kemp was born in 1828.  

 +12 ii. Sarah Ann Kemp. 

 13 iii. Caroline E. Kemp was born on 17 Jul 1836 in Gloucester, County.  She was buried in Jun 

1908 in Gloucester, County, Bellamy Cemetery.  She died on 8 Jun 1908 in Gloucester, 

County. 

 14 iv. Susan F. Kemp was born about 1841 in Gloucester, County.  

 15 v. Emily Rebecca B. C. Kemp was born about 1843 in Gloucester, County.  

 

FOURTH GENERATION  

 

9.  James Lee Kemp was born on 1 Mar 1876 in Gloucester, County, Wan, Va..  He died on 3 Sep 1954 in 

Newport News, Virginia.  He was buried in Gloucester, Virginia, Ebenezer Church Cemetery.   

 

He was married to Harriet Pauline Kemp  (daughter of Lewis Monroe Kemp and Harriet Elizabeth Brown 

Dutton) on 18 Apr 1901 in Gloucester, County.  Harriet Pauline Kemp was born on 16 Sep 1879 in 

Gloucester, County.  She died on 8 Apr 1968 in Newport News, Virginia.  The children of James Lee Kemp 

and Harriet Pauline Kemp are given in Appendix I . 
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The Gayle Family of Gloucester County, Virginia 

 

by Gayle N. Mandell 

 

Early in the annals of Gloucester’s history, a family from England sailed across the 

Atlantic for the New World.  Their family surname, Gale - later spelled Gayle – was 

prevalent in a number of shires in early England & appeared in the Hundred Rolls as early 

as 1273.  Their migrations from England can be traced from Yorkshire, Sussex, Wiltshire, 

Warwick, Suffolk, Middlesex, Cumberland, Dorsetshire, Essex, Devon, and Gloucester, 

England, as well as other locales.  

In the Colonies, descendants of the original immigrants settled in areas all along the 

coast, becoming an integral part of our nation’s history.  Several arrived in Virginia during 

the early to late 1600’s, including John Gale, from the ‘Lists of the Living and Dead in 

Virginia’ who appeared at Flowerdew Hundred in 1623; Edward Gale, ‘Adventurer’ of 

London, who appears in Virginia Company Records and was the subject of a headright in 

Charles City County in 1657; John Gale, who received a grant of 200 acres in Lower Norfolk 

County on the Western branch of the Elizabeth river; Hugh Gale, who also received acreage 

in Lower Norfolk County; Elias Gale, who appears in 1624 on the muster of Mr. Edward 

Blaney as a 14 year old ‘servant’ to a merchant named John Burras; William Gale, a 13 year 

old servant to Mrs. Catherine Wormeley; and Daniel Gale, who was transported in 1649 to 

Gloucester County, Virginia, by Richard Kemp, Esq. to land assigned to Ralph Wormeley.  

(There is no known connection between the latter two in their association with the 

Wormeleys).  There were others, but an immigrant to Gloucester, possibly from 

Whitehaven, Cumberland, England, will be the subject of this tale.   

In 1672, one Matthew Gayle received 284 acres of land in Kingston Parish, Gloucester 

County, Virginia.  Although extensive research has failed to prove the ancestry of this early 

resident of Gloucester, the name appears in several early records, and it might be assumed 

that the several mentions of Matthew Gale/Gayle do, in fact, refer to the same person.  Two 

stories have surfaced  regarding the origin of the spelling of the surname.  One such 

tradition states that one spelling is English & the other is Scottish.  Another is that the 

spelling of the name was changed by one of the descendants.  The only thing known for 

certain is that the two spellings can be interchangeable in the early records.    

Four years after Gayle received his land, Nathaniel Bacon the Younger of ‘Curles Neck’, 

north of Jamestown, recruited a force of 700 horsemen and 600 foot soldiers and mounted 

what became known as ‘Bacon’s Rebellion. ’  One of these soldiers was Matthew Gale.  Part 

of Bacon’s mission, and that of his followers, was not only to quell the Indian raids which 

had become so prevalent, but also to  unite the colonists against taxation & improve 

representative government in Colonial Virginia.  Bacon established his headquarters at 

Warner Hall in Gloucester County, Virginia, owned by Augustine Warner.  Warner’s 

daughter, Mildred Warner Washington – widow of Lawrence Washington – later married 

Colonel George Gale of Whitehaven, England, and Somerset County, Maryland, who was 

possibly a relative of Matthew Gayle of Gloucester.  Bacon’s rebel forces were successful in 

securing possession of all of the Virginia colony, with the exception of the Eastern Shore, 

where Governor William Berkley fled to escape them, receiving sanctuary at the plantation 

of John Custis.  In a case of double irony, a Custis descendant, Leah Littleton, later married 

Levin Gale, one of Colonel George Gale’s four sons.  
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Mathew Gale’s participation in Bacon’s Rebellion is well documented, for on July 18

th

, 

1676, a petition was sent to Sir William Berkley signed by the people of Gloucester and 

citing an incident in which “one Matthew  Gale,” a Captain under Nathaniel Bacon, 

threatened “Coll. Matthew Kemp, Commander of all the horse in this County” with a gun.  

Gale had promised to “goe to his General  Bacon and, in a very short time returne with an 

hundred horse, and ruin the County.”  Just 3 months later, Nathaniel Bacon was dead.  His 

rebellion had lasted only 3 months and colonists who had aided him were punished by 

Governor Berkeley, either by hanging or having their property seized.  The fate of Matthew 

Gale is unknown, but he is presumed to have survived as no record of his hanging has 

surfaced.  Perhaps he was able to flee back to England and return at a later date.   

Three years later, in May of 1679, one John Waters received a grant of 500 acres 

adjoining “Coll: Dudley…Coll: Kemp,” and others.  Headrights were granted to “Math. Gale, 

Margt. Gale, Eliz. Gale.”  Whether or not this is the same Matthew Gale is unknown.  And 

another Matthew Gale was born in 1684 – presumably a son, as the Kingston Parish Rent 

Roll of 1702 lists a “Capt. Gayle” with 164 acres of land and a Matthew Gayle, Jr. with 250 

acres.  Nevertheless, circumstantial evidence suggests that these Gales were from 

Whitehaven.  

Still later, in 1726, a Matthew Gale married Judith Edwards.  Their children, Matthew, 

Joseph, Joyce, John, Elizabeth, Sarah Edwards, & Judith were born between the years 1727 

and 1739.  Of these 7 children, at least two, Matthew & wife Mary and Joseph and  wife 

Rachel, settled in Kentucky.  Daughter Joyce married Robert Dudley in 1745 & had 6 

children.  John, born in 1734, married Sarah White.  Elizabeth married Thomas Poole and 

lived in Culpepper County, VA.  Sarah E.  married John Deatherage and moved to North 

Carolina.  Daughter Judith married William Darnaby and later James Smith.  In 1733, 

Matthew Gale “of Gloucester” purchased 300 acres of land in Spotsylvania County from 

Ambrose Grayson, son of William Grayson of St. Bee’s Parish in Whitehaven, Cumberland, 

England.  He moved his family there and became a member of St. George’s Parish in 

Spotsylvania.  There is evidence that he later embraced the Baptist religion as his name 

appears in records allied with prominent Baptists John Waller & Fielding Lewis.   

The Whitehaven Gales, merchant mariners operating out of England and its colonies in 

Honduras, the West Indies, and America, were known to have traded in both tobacco and 

slaves.  Several of them owned & commanded  vessels and their names appear in numerous 

maritime records.  In Gloucester in 1749, a Matthew Gale appears on a list of payables of 

the ‘Easternmost River Warehouse’ for 185 pounds of tobacco.  Other Gloucester names on 

the list included William Brumley, William Elliot, George Dudley, Thomas Williams, the 

estate of Joseph Brookes, Sarah White, William White, Christopher Rispass, Elizabeth 

Longest, Robert Hundley, Robert Elliot, and others.    

In Spotsylvania County, court records dated 1737 name Matthias & William Gale, 

“Whitehaven brothers and merchants,” who were assigned Lot #2 in the town of 

Fredericksburg by the town trustees.  The location of Lot #2 is at the end of “Rocky Lane” 

in present day Fredericksburg – an interesting cobblestone road which leads directly to the 

Rappahannock River & was used to transport wagons loaded with tobacco & supplies to 

waiting ships in the River.  About 20 feet from Rocky Lane & fronting on Sophia Street, 

which runs parallel to the river, is the site of the “Ferry Toll Keepers House”, thought to 

have been the residence of the keeper of the ferry between the city and the Washington 

family farm just across the Rappahannock.    

Matthew Gale of Gloucester & Spotsylvania Counties wrote his will in 1772.  When it 

was probated in 1779, one of the witnesses was James Smith, possibly his son -in-law and 

husband of Matthew’s daughter Judith.  As late as December 2, 1833, court records in 



Vol. 5, No. 1 19 June 2001 

The Gayle Family of Gloucester County, Virginia 

Caroline County link the Smiths of Gloucester with the Gayles of Gloucester & Spotsylvania 

Counties as referenced in the case of  Augustine Smith versus Gulielmus Smith and James 

Smith, executors of James Smith, dec’d., Ambrose M. Barnett, administrator of Eliza 

Barnett, dec’d. and others.  Both the Gayle & Smith surnames can be found in records of 

Gloucester, Mathews, Caroline & Spotsylvania counties & suggest that these early Gayles are 

all part of the same family of Colonial mariners from England.   
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SR 223, P. O. Box 307 

Hudgins, Virginia  23076 

Baymats@crosslink.net  

 

 

 




