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From the editor’s desk....

Each issue of Family Tree Searcher begins with the
selection of a theme or time period to give us a focus for
topics. This issue revolves around a 1912 Property
Survey Map for Gloucester County drawn by R. A. Folkes.
(The Lower Gloucester County portion of the map is
enlarged and shown on page 6.) The surnames and
property locations are significant in that they reflect
some of the surviving families from the Civil War period
(1861-1865) and show those ancestors that will face the
trials and tribulations of World War 1 (1914 -1918).

We were able to generate articles about a number of the surnames
and places shown on the map. Such names as Lawson, Dobson, Minor, Rowe, Deal,
Fitzhugh and places like Turk’s Ferry and Little England became the material for this issue.

Judith Rowe Mays helped with articles on the Dobson family that connected to the Lawson
family and some history on the Little England area. Roger Davis developed a story on his
neighbor, John Irvin Lawson, whose grandparents were from Gloucester.

Robert (Bob) Plummer gave us a talk at the September mee ting and furnished an article on
“Steaming” on Gloucester’s Rivers that tells the story of the “ferry days” and “wharf life.”
He talked about Turk’s Ferry in northern Gloucester.

Patricia (Pat) Perkinson tells us about the Fitzhugh family, grave sites and people from
Gloucester that are buried in adjoining counties.

Dr. John Hopewell contributes, heretofore unpublished, tran scribed tax debt records of
insolvent Gloucester County citizens in 1783. These names should correspond to the first
federal census for Gloucester at roughly the same date. Also, Roane Hunt provides
additional death records of Gloucester for 1853 and 1854.

Your Society appreciates the contributions from Judy Rowe Mays, Jennie Todd Lawson,
Betty Jean Deal, Robert “Bob” Plummer, Pat Perkinson, and the family of John Irvin Lawson.

The day of Model-T and Model-A Fords, paddle wheel steamers, dirt roads with horse
drawn buggies and sparsely populated farms is long gone from Gloucester County, but
there are still a few people living that remember those “old times.” It is always our hope to
catch those memories on paper.

Roane Hunt tells of the progress of our new SOCIETY WEB SITE at:
http://www.rootsweb.com/~vaggsv/vaggsv

The Computer User Group shows a “spurt of life” with a list of sites for research.

Roger Caldwell Davis, editor
olddad@inna.net
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