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The Editor’s Page — Gloucester at Large!  

 

This issue takes a broad sweep at Gloucester County rather than focus on a specific 

area.  Of special interest to long time residents will be the "retirement" of C. B. "Buck" Rowe 

and the establishment of the C. B. Rowe, Jr. Memorial and Guinea Museum Foundation, Inc.  

The generous contributions to his community and friends will be remembered in many 

ways.  Buck’s friendship, kindness and “folklore humor” touched the hundreds of people 

who crossed the threshold into his store.  So many years and friends and stories!  

My special thanks to Judy Rowe Mays for her 

interview of Buck and help in writing this special 

article.  Also, our appreciation to Harriet Cowen for 

the use of her pen and ink drawing of Buck's store.  

At the "Village" we remember Beverly Jones, an African -American, who emerged after 

the Civil War as a landowner and businessman and became a part of the court house 

community with his livery stable.  

Old bones and artifacts are revealed as David Brown and Thane Harpole tell us about 

archaeological digs on the VIMS campus at Gloucester Point.  The overlay map of 1707 

shows “Gloucester Towne” as an ambitious dream and exposes early history, surnames and 

land use of the Point.  

Robert Plummer reveals family history of his Sears and Plummer family connections 

and brings a grave marker home.  Other articles of interest are the History of Bellamy 

United Methodist Church, The Confederate War Memorial at Gloucester, the grave of Mary 

Massey Sibley and the story of Elias Holder Grinnell of Mathews County.  

My trip to Wilbur Templeman’s barbershop proved an interesting visit with some “old 

timers” at a local landmark.  When I found myself sitting next to Raymond West, it led me 

to write about Big Island and find pictures of the area.  

Once again, we all owe Roane Hunt a loud applause for his ability to take these stories 

and pictures, stuff them into the computer, tolerate Roger's foibles and produce such well 

ordered copy ready material for the printer.  All the while, Phyllis is searching to correct 

our text, for which we are very grateful.  

These are your stories, your families, and our community of friends.  Thank you for 

serving Gloucester and being a part of this rich heritage.  

 

   Roger Caldwell Davis, Editor  

  The Family Tree Searcher  

  olddad@inna.net 
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Pen and ink drawing of C. B. “Buck” Rowe at his Bena, VA, Store 

by Harriet Cowen, Artist, 1999, Box 81, Bena, VA 23018 

Inside the store, July 12, 2002, Photos by R. C. Davis 

Left- Buck and Gwen Basta; Center– Cousin John Lawson; Buck and 

Roger Davis;  Right– Buck and James Hardee 
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C. B. Rowe & Son…Shop on the Corner 

 

 By Judy Rowe Mays 

Photographs by Roger C. Davis 

July 12, 2002 

 

“C. B. Rowe & Son since 1920,” the sign above the store reads.  The store is the result 

of a partnership formed between a father and his son and a continuation of a legacy 

between fathers and sons.  

Clarence Benjamin Rowe, Sr. was born in 1876 to 

Benjamin T. Rowe (1838 – 1878) and Dolly Minor Rowe 

(1847 – 1919).  He was the grandson of Benjamin Rowe 

and Elizabeth Purcell Rowe and John W. Minor (1815 -

1898) and Sarah J. Mouring Minor (1824 -1888).  His 

ancestors were lifelong residents of southern 

Gloucester and among those who first received land 

grants from the King of England when Gloucester 

County was first established in 1651.  Benjamin and 

Dolly Rowe were the parents of six children; however, 

Benjamin did not live to see his children grow to 

adulthood.  He succumbed to tuberculosis at an early 

age leaving his young wife alone to raise their six 

children. 

One of Benjamin and Dolly’s sons, Clarence B. Rowe, grew up to follow in the Rowe 

family footsteps by becoming a merchant.  For generations the Rowes had produced many 

sons who set up small mercantile businesses in Gloucester, and Clarence was no different.  

As a young adult Clarence started out as a clerk in one of his uncle’s stores located at 

Achilles.  This particular store had been run by a Rowe for generations before Clarence and 

was the place where the young men of the area lined up to enlist in the Confederate Army 

of General Robert E. Lee.  This store was later sold to Mr. Frank P. Ashe who operated the 

store for many, many years.  

In 1920 Clarence decided to start his own mercantile business a little farther up the 

road at Bena.  He was just a young man when he purchased the already existing store from 

two brothers, Moody and Paul Hall, whose father, Joseph W. Hall, of nearby Oak Hall 

Plantation, had built the store for his sons around the end of the Civil War.  Mr. W. G. 

Walker originally owned the land upon which the store now sits.  Local legend has it that it 

was one of the Hall brothers who was responsible for giving the name “Bena” to the post 

office located in the store and subsequently the surrounding area.  Apparently, young Paul 

Hall had fallen in love with a young lady from England by the name of Bena Phillips.  They 

developed a long-distance romance, communicating by letters.  Bena came to visit Paul in 

Gloucester soon after he became postmaster, and he chose her name to be the official 

name of the new post office.  

By this time the enterprising Clarence had met a young woman from Hanover County, 

VA, by the name of Ruth Payne (1893 -1976).  Ruth had come to Achilles as a young 

schoolteacher fresh out of Fredericksburg State Teachers’ College.  She began her teaching 

C. B. Rowe & Son, Bena, VA 
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C. B. Rowe & Son… Shop on the Corner 

career at the old Severn School, but lived with Mr. & Mrs. Frank Ashe until her marriage to 

Clarence.  Clarence and Ruth lived with his mother, Dolly, until they were able to build 

their own house on Mark Pine Road.  They set up their business at Bena and raised their 

two children, Buck and Christine.  

C. B. Rowe, Jr. or “Buck,” as he is affectionately known, grew up in a happy family of 

hardworking parents.  He began helping his father in the store at the age of ten.  When he 

wasn’t helping his father in the store, Buck played ball with his friends, fished, clammed, 

and did a little hunting.  During Buck’s youth our country was going through the Great 

Depression and he and children like him were expected to help out in the family business 

as well as on the small “farmettes” that most people had.  They raised chickens and grew 

vegetables for their own consumption as well as to sell in the store.  His family was among 

those who owned a car, a 1927 Chevy.  It was also at the ripe old age of ten that Buck first 

learned to drive the family car, there being no minimum driving age requirements at that 

time.   

Buck attended Achilles School from first grade until his graduation in 1939.  Some of 

his early teachers were: Lesbia Rowe, Bertha Hayes, Elsie Bristow, Thelma Thomas, and 

Margaret Bunting.  Among his classmates and school friends were Morris Hogge, William 

King, Edward Hogge, Edgar Pointer, Jr., Kenneth Jenkins, Bessie Ambrose, Juanita Williams, 

Tennis King, and Lydia Hogge.   

Buck enjoyed his school friends, but also enjoyed spending time engaged in activities 

with the young people from Union Baptist Church where he was a member.  One of those 

friends was a pretty young lady with big brown eyes, brown hair and an impish smile 

named Doris Belvin.  Doris was the oldest daughter of Hazel and Howard Belvin from 

Severn.  Doris’ younger sister, Hazel Marie, was responsible for introducing them, and they 

began to see each other on a regular basis forming the foundation to a relationship that 

lasted almost fifty years.  

At the outbreak of World War II in 1941, Buck traveled to Richmond and enlisted in 

the Navy SEABEES, the division of the Navy responsible for overseas construction.  He 

stayed in the Navy until the war ended in 1945.  During his tenure in the Navy he visited 

such places as the Aleutian Islands, Guam and several of the Pacific Islands.  

While Buck was away serving his country, he decided that when he returned home he 

would ask the lovely young Doris to marry him.  She was the only girl that he had ever 

dated, and he felt that he wanted to share his future with her.  So, in July of 1948, Buck and 

Doris were married in a small ceremony at the home of their friends, Mary and Ernie 

Mitchell, in Newport News, VA.  After their marriage, Buck’s father made him an equal 

partner in the store, and it was then that the business officially became C. B. Rowe & Son.   

Buck and Doris lived with her parents for about a year while their house behind the 

store was being built.  He also built a brand new colonial style house for his parents 

situated adjacent to the store, where they lived for the rest of their lives.  The father and 

son, along with their wives, worked side by side in harmony for many, many years guiding 

their business through the changes and challenges of the day and continuing to modernize 

with the times.  The young couple raised their daughter, Antoinette, in the store along with 

them, much as Buck had been raised when he was a child.  

Through the years the store underwent many changes among which was the actual 

physical move of the building itself.  The state had decided to widen and better pave Rt. 

216 thus precipitating the relocation of the two stores on the corner of Mark Pine Rd. and 

Rt. 216.  The original location of this 135 -year-old building was where the stop sign is 

currently located at the corner of Mark Pine Road and Rt. 216 (Guinea Road).  In 1952, the 
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building was moved over to the corner, and the Pointer Store across the street was moved 

to its present location, which originally was situated closer to Rt. 216.  Prior to 1937 these 

were dirt roads.  The move was made without having to close the store for even a single 

day nor was there any interruption of electrical service during the process.  Both stores 

simultaneously co -existed and thrived virtually right across from each other on the dirt -

paved Rt. 216 for many generations.   

The old Rowe store has seen many changes throughout its long life.  In 1932 

electricity was brought in through FDR’s Rural Electric Administration, and prior to that, in 

the 1920’s, a telephone was installed.  For many, many years Buck’s store was the 

dispatching center for the Abingdon Volunteer Fire Department.  Whenever a fire broke out 

someone would call the store to report a fire and Buck or a helper would run across the 

street to the fire station and write on a blackboard outside the fire truck bay the location of 

the fire.  The local men would leave their work and report to the station, note the location 

all the while donning their gear, and off they would go in the fire truck.  

The advent of seafood as a local industry also took off during this time period.  Prior 

to World War I and World War II, local citizens farmed and dabbled in seafood as a food 

source and small additional income.  After that time, improved transportation methods 

made transporting perishable food to far -off places possible, and many of the fathers and 

grandfathers of today’s watermen started earning their living by farming the land and the 

waters and sending their foodstuffs via trucks to distances previously accessible only by 

boat.   

The steamboat provided transportation for both cargo and passengers to Maryland, 

Norfolk, Delaware and other ports of call, and the Rowes continued to modernize their 

inventory to keep up with the rapidly changing needs of the local industries.  Rt. 216 

changed from a dirt road into a paved highway around 1940, thus making it easier for the 

local people to shop at the store on a more frequent basis.  As a result the two Mrs. Rowes 

conceived the idea of offering fabric and sewing notions for the ladies and seamstresses of 

the area.  The store inventory by that time had expanded to include boat and marine 

supplies, hardware, seeds and garden supplies, 

groceries and dry goods. 

For many years Doris and Buck unlocked the 

back door of their store and turned on the first lights 

of the day at 4:00 a.m. in order to better serve the 

watermen of the area whose days started before the 

sun rose in the sky.  His parents before him had 

unlocked this same back door and lit the kerosene 

lanterns that hung in the store and the old wood stove 

in order to provide light and warmth for their 

customers and themselves.  

In 1948, Buck’s father legally formed the 

business into an equal partnership between the two of 

them.  Over subsequent years Clarence gradually 

decreased his presence in the store, and at his death 

in 1960, Buck became the sole owner.  His mother, 

Ruth, continued to help out in the store a few hours 

each day until her death in 1976.  

For many years Buck and Doris employed the 

help of a clerk by the name of Porter White, but after 

C. B. Rowe & Son… Shop on the Corner 

Doris’ back counter 

John Lawson at lunch table 
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his retirement they ran the store by themselves.  Doris converted a back corner of the store 

into a small kitchen and had a sink, small hot water heater, and stove installed so that she 

could prepare their meals in -between waiting upon customers.  

Today C. B. Rowe & Son Store doesn’t see the hustle and bustle of busy lives that it 

once did for so many years.  Buck is alone now.  Long gone are his parents and Doris, his 

devoted wife of nearly fifty years.  Their daughter, Antoinette, is ill and confined to a 

nursing home.  Buck continues to unlock the back door each day and turn on the lights 

much the same way he has done all of his life, as did his father and grandfather before 

him.   

Gone is the crowd of watermen that gathered at his counter each day grabbing a bite 

to eat for breakfast, purchasing food and supplies for their boats, before heading for the 

river and their work.  The seafood business isn’t the prolific industry that it once was in 

the area.  Grocery store chains have sprouted up all over the county which have replaced a 

great deal of his once thriving business.  Buck is semi -retired these days; however, he 

continues to enjoy the company of old friends and loyal customers for a few hours each 

day but closes and locks his doors, returning home soon after lunch to rest in deference to 

his health. 

As a legacy to the people of the area whom he has served for so many years as well as 

to his loved ones in whose steps he followed, Buck has established the C. B. Rowe, Jr. 

Memorial and Guinea Museum Foundation, Inc.  He has been slowly depleting his inventory 

while at the same time turning the store into a living museum of sorts.  Where shelves and 

display cases once housed inventory sold by the store, he now displays antique tools, 

vintage equipment, old books and ledgers, photographs and other memorabilia loaned by 

people with long ties to the area.  He has very lovingly placed them throughout the store so 

that visitors can stop in and take a look at bits of history in a setting that hasn’t changed 

all that much for many generations.  It is his dream that the store that has stood for more 

than a century remain as it is; as a living tribute to his family and to the people of the area.  

He has named a board of directors for his foundation.  In addition, he has donated to the 

foundation the parcel of land upon which it stands.  With both financial and physical help 

from the Abingdon Fire Department and the Abingdon Ruritan Club, he hopes that his 

museum will live on for generations to come and serve as a monument to the past and as 

an example of perseverance and hard work.  

C. B. Rowe & Son… Shop on the Corner 

Ancestors of Buck Rowe  

   Benjamin Rowe 

   b. 1807, d. July 30, 1888 

  Benjamin T. Rowe 

  b. 1838, m. Dec 27, 1866, d. 1878 

   Elizabeth Purcell 

   b. 1812 

 Clarence Benjamin Rowe, Sr. 

 b. 1876, d. ~1960 

   John William Minor 

   b. Sep 26, 1815, m. Oct 30, 1844, d. Sep 7, 1898 

  Dolly Minor  

  b. 1847, d. 1844 

   Sarah Jane Mouring 

   b. May 24, 1824, d. July 17, 1888 

Clarence Benjamin Rowe, Jr. 

    m. Doris Belvin 

  

 Ruth Payne 


