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June Meeting: June 22, 6:30 – 9 p.m. 

Potluck Dinner, Show-and-Tell, and Installation of Officers 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church Parish Hall at 426 E 4th Plain Blvd., Vancouver 

Remember last year’s show-and-tell meeting? There were family heirlooms, family histories and charts 
(published and unpublished), photographs, scrapbooks, and all manner of other interesting things. Why
not bring one or more of the treasures or trivia relating to your family research to this year’s show-and-
tell? It truly is great fun to see what other people are doing! 

Of course, you don’t have to come early and bring food if you don’t like to, or can’t, eat potluck. In fact,
the most important part of the program is the installation of officers.  Let's show our support to the
new slate of officers by attending their installation.  This is also your chance to meet all of them!

President's Column 

Early in May I had a "wakeup call."  It came in the form of a transient ischemic attack (TIA). For those 
like myself, without a medical background, a TIA is a neurological event with the signs and symptoms
of a stroke, but which goes away within a short period of time. I spent some time in the ER and having 
testing. Still awaiting the final reports, but I feel fine. Of course this event and its implications have
caused a lot of concern and reflection within our family.

I have been working on my genealogy for almost ten years. Like many of you, I intend to eventually 
compile all of this information into a book for my children, grandchildren, and subsequent generations. I 
haven't published anything yet because, like most genealogists, I am still gathering information.

While I am not dwelling on the TIA, it has caused me to give some thought on how my research would 
fare if something happened before I wrote my first book. In all probability, most of it would be lost 
because there isn't anyone to immediately pick it up and keep it going. Of course it could all be done
again at some time in the future, but that means redoing all the work. On the other hand, if I write my
book now our descendants can focus on pushing the line further back or collecting new information.
I plan to continue doing some research, but I will shift my primary focus to compiling my work to 
maximize the chances for its survival.

Bill Duchie
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Irish Interest Group 
We will not be meeting until the fall. We are in need of a leader of this group (or co-leaders). Without
someone to send reminders and plan topics for the meetings, this group will not be very helpful to you. 
So....we will look at it again after the summer and see if anyone is interested in taking on this task. 

Our heartfelt sympathies go out to the family and friends of long-time CCGS member  Geraldine Gilman, who died in 
early May. 

CHANGED YOUR ADDRESS?
If you have recently changed Internet servers and/or your e-mail address and haven't notified CCGS, 
please send e-mails to patbauer@pacifier.com and to dcruz@pacifier.com to notify all those
concerned in CCGS. Pat sends out a weekly note to many of our CCGS members and several of the 
notes have bounced this past month. Thank you for your help. 

OUR AFFILIATES
We receive a small commission from several companies for selling their products with links from 
our web page. These companies include Ancestry, Legacy, Heritage Books, 123Inkjets, and Reader-
ware, but the commission is received only if our members use the links from our web pages or insist 
that CCGS get a commission for the sale. Click on the Affiliates link on our web page to see 
information and find links to the various companies.

HEY, ALL YOU YARD SAILORS OUT THERE ! 

The CCGS Research and Preservation Committee wants you! While you are shopping garage sales this summer
looking for that fantastic fishing rod or terrific treasure, please take time out to look for old Clark County
church directories. Even directories that are 10 or 15 years old may help us with our search for Clark County 
churches established before 1930. We will be compiling genealogical information from churches that are 
approximately 100 years old. The Directories may be placed in the Research and Preservation mailbox at the 
CCGS Library. Thanks, for your help! 

Jane Germann and Holly Vonderohe 

GET READY, GET SET, TO GO 

If you are planning to go on the CCGS research trip to Salt Lake City October 3-10, you need to reserve 
your room at the Carlton Hotel soon. Rooms at the Carlton are tighter than usual this year. Jeanine
Bailiff will arrange your accommodations, as we qualify for a group rate.

The room rate includes a daily breakfast ordered from the menu as well as daily shuttle service to and
from the Library. The week’s rates shown below include tax. 
Single: $371 Double: $415 ($207.50  per person) 
Triple: $460.03 ($153.35 per person); with kitchen: $530.03 

For further information or room reservations, contact 
Jeanine Bailiff at 360-566-9422 or jgmb@pacifier.com
Or Clarissa Farnsworth at 360-695-2935 or clarfarn@pacifier.com
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CCGS 2005 Spring Seminar Will Feature Speaker Cyndi Howells 

Cyndi Howells is the owner and webmaster of Cyndi's List of Genealogy 
Sites on the Internet, which is found at http://www.CyndisList.com/. It is
a categorized index to over 209,500 online resources. It has three times
been voted the best genealogy site on the Web and receives more than 3.2 
million visits each month. Cyndi, a genealogist for more than 24 years, is a 
member of the board of directors for the National Genealogical Society. 
She is the author of three books for genealogical research on the Internet: 
Netting Your Ancestors, Cyndi's List, and Planting Your Family Tree 
Online: How to Create Your Own Family History Web Site.

Be sure to check the list of subjects at www.cyndislist.com/speaking.htm
and let us know what topics you would like to have her cover. 

We need your help to make this a great success for our society. Please contact Maria Adler for a list of 
volunteer positions at the seminar. This is a great way to get involved and also hear a great speaker.
You can e-mail Marie at amadler@myexcel.com.

CCGS Member Connie Lenzen is Honored 

I hope that, like me, you are a regular reader of Connie Lenzen’s columns in The Columbian. They are a gold 
mine of information and ideas for genealogists. Her column that appeared in the November 13th, 2003, issue of 
The Columbian won First Place in the 2003 International Society of Family History Writers & Editors contest in 
Category I - Newspaper Columns. The column was titled “Cold Trail? It's All Relative.” 

In her column, Connie likened doing genealogical research to the efforts of Hansel and Gretel to find their way 
home after being abandoned in the forest. In some cases the path is well marked, but in others it has been 
“nibbled away” and is more difficult to follow. She cites courthouse fires, wars, mold, and carelessness as some
of the most common reasons for gaps in the records. I quote, with permission:

“When we have a situation like this, there is a genealogical method that works. It is called "research the 
neighbors." This is because our ancestors were social animals. They lived near their relatives. They sold 
property to their relatives. Their relatives married their spouse's relatives. They moved to new areas with 
their relatives. Their neighbors were their relatives, and their relatives had the same ancestors as they 
did.

Collect the names of everyone who was associated with your ancestor. This includes the census 
neighbors, the people who witnessed deeds, the neighbors who were mentioned in deeds, and the people 
who testified to military service. Look for court records and tax records.

Where do you find these records? You find them in courthouses, in libraries, and in manuscript
collections. Many have been microfilmed and are in the Family History Library collection that you can 
access at Family History Centers. Make today the first day in solving your difficult problems. Go out 
and collect records on the relatives.” 
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CLARK COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 5249 
Vancouver WA 98668-5249 

http://www.ccgs-wa.org

Library: 717 Grand Blvd 
360-750-5688

    President: William DUCHIE

    Vice President: Diana CRUZ

    Secretary: Janette BIRCH

    Treasurer: Joy SCHMOLDT 

    Past President: Sharon WODTKE 

CCGS Meetings and Programs 

  1 March Spring/summer Library hours begin 

14 June CCGS Board meeting, CCGS Library 7 - 9 p.m. All members are welcome.

22 June General meeting, St. Luke’s Parish Hall, 6:30 – 9 p.m. 

22 June – 21 Sept. RESEARCH AND RECORDING FAMILY HISTORY 
       HAPPY HUNTING!

18 August Deadline for September Newsletter (previously announced as 11 August) 

3-10 Oct. Annual research trip to Salt Lake City 

General Meetings will be held the fourth Tuesday of the month (except in November) at St. Luke's 
Parish Hall. Morning meetings will be 10 a.m. - noon in January, February, October, and 
November. Evening meetings will be 7 - 9 p.m. in April, May June, and September.
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