
Genetic Genealogy: What It Is and What It Can Tell You About Your Ancestors
By Pat Harper, OGS Program Chair

At the February Olympia Genealogical Society meeting, OGS member Lee James will
report his experience participating in a program that tests DNA for genealogical purposes. He will
tell us how he found out about the program, how it works, what to expect as an outcome, what you
won’t learn, and most importantly what the privacy rights are concerning the information gathered.
There will be information about cellular biology, the way DNA carries from generation to
generation, and which markers are important for genealogical researchers.

DNA identification is an exciting, sometimes expensive, new way for genealogists to verify
their family history research. This program will give everyone the information they will need about
using this new ancestor detecting tool.

The meeting, which is open to the public, will be held in the Thurston County Courthouse,
in Building 1, Room 152 at 7 p.m. on February 9th.

It’s been a great month! I am very enthused with the individuals that make up this great
organization! Everyone in this organization realizes the benefits of stepping up and helping each
other. That’s why we are part of Olympia Genealogical Society, to help each other, learn from each
other and to give encouragement. Our sharing time at our meetings reflect this. Great tips, fresh
direction and congratulations on a job well done abound! This was in prime form the last couple of
months! First we needed a volunteer or two to step forward to help with the Quarterly. Several of us
on the board put together the last Quarterly with Fran Anderson spearheading the pasting of all of our
contributions! Great job Fran! Fran has said that she would continue the “pasting together,” but will
need help in collecting data for the Quarterly. We are always in need of members’ Pedigree charts,
stories of family members that you are researching, transcriptions of a variety of historical documents,
etc. See Fran or email her with your information, she’ll happily include it in an upcoming Quarterly!
With Fran stepping up for the Quarterly, that meant that we needed help with the Membership (can’t
have Fran getting burned out!). Kathleen Newcomer said that she would like to take over the
Membership. Thanks Kathleen! With Kathleen leaving Refreshments for Membership, that left
another slot to be filled. Lo and behold within seconds a new member, Marilyn Kemp, stepped up to
the plate (of goodies!). Thanks Marilyn and welcome! We also had an opening for Sunshine. During
the break Gayle Strom stepped up, so send your names to Gayle for those members that could use a
card. Thanks Gayle for stepping up! Remember we are a volunteer organization, if no one steps up,
the job doesn’t get done. There are many opportunities with the upcoming WSGS conference…see
Dick Johnson to help!

We still have openings for Historian and Publicity; let me know if you can help. Neither of
these is a huge responsibility, but important none the less!

Happy Tree Climbing
Kerry McHugh Upton
OGS President
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Message from Fran Anderson, Outgoing Membership Chairman:
Welcome new members:
CONNELL, Allan, 3417 Kegley Meadows Ct NE, Olympia, WA, 98506, 360-491-8694
KEMP, Marilyn (FLATLEY), 4303 Park Dr SW, Olympia, WA, 98512, 360-570-1856

Renewals:
BOWEN, Karen and Walt (PATNUDE), 1020 McCormick St SE, Olympia, WA, 98501-2537,
360-705-3024, bowenkap@comcast.net
COOLEY, Mary M "Peggy" (HAMLIN), 5610 40th Ct SE, Lacey, WA, 98503, 360-459-9759,
jerseymouse@comcast.net
GREGORY, Shirley, 7300 32nd Ave NE #4, Olympia, WA, 98516-3181, 360-493-8262 ,
shirlg@scattercreek.com
LEICHNER, Robert M., 10711 Tracie Ct SW, Olympia , WA, 98512-9386, 360-943-4225,
rleichner@msn.com
MACDUFF, James D, 8524 Delphi Rd SW, Olympia, WA, 98512, 360-352-1096,
delphimuse@msn.com
McCOURT, Merrilyn (HOLE), 7927 Prather Rd SW, Centralia, WA, 98531-9710, 360-736-6400,
greatmusicdon@localaccess.com
STITHAM, Thelma M. (SLOAN), P. O. Box 7, Tenino, WA, 98589, 360-264-4358
WISCONSIN Historical Soc., Acquisitions Section, 816 State St, Madison, WI, 53706-1482

For information regarding membership in the Olympia Genealogical Society and the
WSGS annual conference on April 7- 8, 2006, please access our website:
http://www.rootsweb.com/~waogs/

February 2006 OGS Calendar
OGS General Meeting Thursday, February 9, 2006 7:00 p.m Thurston County Courthouse.

Program: Lee James, Building 1, Room 152
“Genetic Genealogy”

Board Meeting Tuesday, February 21, 2006 7:00 p.m. Kerry’s Store
(Ken Schoenfeld Furniture)
403 Capitol Way S.

March 2006 OGS Calendar
OGS General Meeting Thursday, March 9, 2006 7:00 p.m. Thurston County Courthouse,

Program: Barbara Houtenbrink Building 1, Room 152
& Jerri McCoy, “A New England
Research Trip Travelogue"

Board Meeting Tuesday, March 21, 2006 7:00 p.m. Kerry’s Store
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