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Snow Cemetery, Lewis Co, WA

Snow Cemetery is located
on the Joseph and Margaret
(Laymance) Snow original
homestead. Joseph and
Margaret traveled to
Washington from their
native Morgan County,
Tennessee, arriving in
Winlock, WA, probably May
1888. They came with seven
of their eight children, one
infant died.

By July 2, 1891, Joseph
and Margaret Snow applied
for a homestead, which was
granted on October 26, 1892

P.O. Box 103, Port Orchard WA 98366, email andimac@oz.net

under land patent number
2649. They were on the top
of a hilly area running long and narrow north to south.
At some point a cemetery was designated on the Snow
homestead. A one-square acre tract of land was
reserved by the Joseph and Margaret Snow estate for
a private cemetery in 1908 when the remainder of the
homestead was sold.

The Snow property (less one acre for cemetery
purposes) was sold to the J. A. Veness Lumber
Company. By 1948, K. A. Runberg owned the Snow
homestead. At some point after that, Albert and Lily
Robbins owned the land. In 1956, Weyerhaeuser
Timber Company took ownership. In 1976, the land
was sold to International Paper Company, who currently
owns the surrounding land.

Throughout the years the relatives and allied families
of the Joseph and Margaret Snow family have cared
for the cemetery. William Snow, grandson, has held
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the ownership and care of late. William’'s nephew, Joe,
has aided him.

On many different occasions since 1972, many
descendants of Joseph and Margaret have visited the
cemetery. Meredith Toy remembers going to the
cemetery in 1972 with her father Walter who was
saddened that handcrafted angels atop headstones had
been stolen. Richard and Sharleen Luganbeel visited
the cemetery in 1981 with Clarence ‘Mac’ Snow, their
grandson. They found some vandalism, as did Warren
Wood. Virginia Derr and her son Dennis, in 1996, found
it overgrown with salal. Other family members have
visited the site to pay their respects on many occasions.

Carol Johnson and her husband had one goal during
Carol's winter break from school—to locate Snow
Cemetery. Jeanne Rinear was contacted and she sent
a map, which was used to eventually locate the
cemetery. Carol indicated the road appeared to have
been plowed to prevent people from getting to the
cemetery. In some places the 4-wheel drive road was
flooded. Due to the condition of the roads, it was
decided to return in the spring to take photos and
transcribe the cemetery.

The road was purposely made inaccessible to the
cemetery due to vandalism and destruction. Joe Snow
stated in a letter in 1984, “I have done some research
on the destruction of the Show Cemetery, by a logging
company. | visited the site and found that the cemetery
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[area] has been logged and a road put across it. | do
not know if in fact any graves have been disturbed. |
did find eight markers, that leaves five in question.”

Dates were set to clean the cemetery, transcribe
headstones, and discuss family information. Carol
Johnson and Ruth Olson had time constraints due to
schedules dealing with school so family members who
could make during spring break would meet in Winlock,
WA.

The normal spring rain quit as everyone met at a
church parking lot for the trip to the cemetery. As twenty
people began to clean the cemetery the sun came out.
Dianne Bird felt as though “our relatives from above
were looking over us and making the weather nice so
we could do our clean up.”

Using a chain saw and weedeater, a couple of small
trees and salal were removed from the area. The
moment the workers left the cemetery, it started to rain
and hail. That night, Carol Johnson emailed Jeanne
Rinear in Alaska who could not make the event and
wrote, “What we thought would take two days to
accomplish only took about five hours.”

The next morning was spent having a family
discussion at breakfast. Everyone then went his or her
own way; some to research at the courthouse and Lewis
County Museum and others to conduct investigations
at the Woodlawn Winlock City Cemetery.

Another trip to Snow Cemetery took place on July
30, 2000. Pat O’'Neil installed a plaque he had made
to commemorate the clean up (see photo at right).

The occupants of the cemetery have been identified
by comparison of numerous lists kept by family
members and combined for verification. Sadly some
of the first buried were children.

Joe’s list of thirteen was compared to the 1967 Lewis
County Historical Society Cemetery Committee
information received from John Carns. Randy Ann
Wood had sent the list to Dianne Bird. Jeanne Rinear
compared the two lists and sent them to Dianne Bird.
Marcia Beck received a second list and a drawing of
headstones from residents near Snow Cemetery. The
residents indicated the cemetery was sometimes called
Brinson Cemetery. This list was also sent to Dianne
Bird. Virginia Derr also had a list, compiled from her
research in 1993 that was also considered. Amongst
the relatives’ discussions and correspondence Dianne
prepared a final burial list.

From the beginning some felt that Sarah Snow, sister
to Joseph, Thomas, and Matilda, was buried at the
Snow Cemetery. She was living with the Thomas Snow
family at the time of her death. Bonnie Davis, great
granddaughter of Sarah, indicated her mother, Ida,
brought her to the Snow Cemetery and pointed out
where Sarah was buried in 1965. |da was Sarah'’s first
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grandchild. After compilation of the lists we were sure
Sarah Snow was buried there. Sarah had only one child,
Isabelle. Isabelle’s grandchildren and Sarah’s great
grandchildren wanted to make a memorial for the
cemetery. Many sides of the family agreed.

Another family story indicates that possibly Margaret
Elizabeth (Laymance) Snow’s parents would be buried
at the Snow Cemetery. Nothing has been found to
confirm or contradict this. An estate settlement for
Margaret's father, Isaac J. Laymance, was completed
December 30, 1897 in Morgan County, Tennessee. A
burial spot for him though has not been identified.
Margaret's mother, Katherine (Lightning/Lightening)
Laymance had two children with Isaac, Margaret E. on
November 4, 1848 and John W. in 1851. Isaac
remarried in September 1854 and there have been no
records found on Katherine after 1851.

Disappointment to the relatives of the Snow family
comes from not only the last few unanswered questions
of some of the family stories but also from people today
who have desecrated their ancestral and historical
graveyard. There have been numerous times that
vandalism, thievery and disregard for these wonderful
pioneers of the Winlock community have occurred.

A listing of known burials is provided on the next page.
If you are a Snow Cemetery descendant or a collateral
family member and are interested in joining the effort
to protect Snow Cemetery, please contact Jeanne
Rinear at 6900 Chena Hot Springs Rd, Fairbanks,

Alaska 99712, or rancher@agci.net.
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Plaque made and presented by Pat O’Neil, great-grandson of Sarah

Snow, sister to Joseph Snow.

This is an excerpt of an original story written by Jeanne
Rinear and other Snow descendants, which appears

online at http://www.rootsweb.com/~wapsgs/lewis/
snow.htm. The online article features more information

and photos.



Snow Cemetery Known Burials

Lee Omer Carns b. October 26, 1872 - d. July 24,
1892 son of Elijah Claybourne Carns and 1st wife
Margaret Lauraine (Rutherford) Carns

Susan Viola Carns b. October 16, 1890 - d.
September 27, 1892 daughter of Elijah Claybourne
Carns and 2nd wife Elizabeth Caroline (Snow) Carns

Lucy Carns b. September 15, 1892 - d. October
11, 1892 daughter of Elijah Claybourne Carns and
2nd wife Elizabeth Caroline (Snow) Carns

Miss McGill a non-family member but obviously a
close family to the Snows. This Miss McGill's name
may be Ella, daughter of James H. and Harriet
(Alley) McGill, who was 6 years old in 1889. We are
unsure of her death date but it was before 1893
because her sibling, Charlie McGill, was born May
23, 1893 in Morgan County, Tennessee. James,
Harriet and their family returned to Tennessee taking
over a large parcel of land.

M. R. Snow 1898 or 1893 this could be Mary, the
daughter of Thomas and Mary Ellen (Morgan) Snow.
She was born in 1879 and is said to have died at
age 13. The marker was a cedar wooden marker
and is gone now but Cemetery lists indicated pos-
sible date of 1898, which could have been 1893 and
misread.

Sarah "Sallie" Snow b. Dec. 1837 - d. July 16,
1900, sister to Thomas, Joseph and Matilda Snow.
She was the daughter of James and Cassia (Case)
Snow.

William Carroll Carns, Il b. January 26, 1871 - d.
January 13, 1904 he is the son of Elijah Claybourne
Carns and Margaret Lauraine (Rutherford) Carns.
He was killed in a logging accident.

Barbara Caroline (Pendelton) Snow b. Novem-
ber 02, 1817 - d. September 30, 1908 she was the
wife of Larkin Snow. She was also the adoptive
mother of Mary Ellen (Morgan) Snow. Larkin is the
son of William Snow who was the brother to
Ebenezer. Ebenezer was the grandfather to Sallie,
Thomas, Joseph and Matilda.

Joseph Snow b. 21 Jan. 1843 - d. 25 May 1910
he was the husband of Margaret (Laymance) Snow
and son of James and Cassia (Case) Snow. He was
a Union Civil War Veteran serving as a private in
Company "E" and later Company "B" of the 1st
Tennessee Volunteer Infantry Regiment. He served
from July 10, 1863 to August 3, 1865.

Thomas Snow b. 25 April 1840 - d. 18 June 1910
he was the husband to Mary Ellen (Morgan) Snow
and son of James and Cassia (Case) Snow. He was
a Union Civil War Veteran serving as a private in
Company "E" of the 1st Tennessee Volunteer
Infantry Regiment. He served from August 21, 1861
to September 17, 1864.

LeRoy Snow age 10, son of John H. and Rose
(Carr) Snow. John H. Snow is the son of Joseph and
Margaret (Laymance) Snow.

Elizabeth Ozina (Henderson) Swose h. 1837 - d.
October 21, 1915 she was the sister of Rufus
Henderson who was the husband of Matilda (Snow)
Henderson.

Mary Ellen (Morgan) Snow b. October 22, 1851 -
d. November 12, 1923 she was the wife of Thomas
Snow and adopted daughter of Larkin and Barbara
Caroline (Pendelton) Snow. She is the daughter of
William and Mary (Wilson) Morgan.

Margaret Elizabeth (Laymance) Snow b. No-
vember 04, 1848 - d. February 21, 1928 she was the
wife of Joseph Snow and daughter of Isaac J.
Laymance and Katherine Lightning.

John Houston Snow b. March 24, 1877 - d. July
27, 1944 he was the son of Joseph and Margaret
(Laymance) Snow and husband to Rose (Carr)
Snow. Joseph Snow’s Civil War pension papers
verify his birth date. However, in the California Vital
Records for Death lists John H. Snow as dying in
Lassen County, California on April 13, 1943. Most
likely since he had been separated from Rose that
he was staying with his son Wendell Snow. Wendell
was operating a small bar in Seneca. The July 27,
1944 may be burial date.

Vital Records for California:

Last Name: SNOW First Name: JOHN Middle: H
Birth Date: 04/04/1876 Mother Maiden: LEMANSE
Father Last: SNOW Sex: M Birth Place: TENNES-
SEE Death Place Residence: LASSEN Death Date:
04/13/1943 SSN: 532-16-4981 Age: 67

Earl Rufus Snow b. February 27, 1904 - d. May
09, 1996 son of Rufus and Louvisa (Benedict) Snow.
Rufus is the son of Joseph and Margaret
(Laymance) Snow.

Margaret Nina (Snow) Wood b. April 21, 1915 -
d. May 26, 1997 is the daughter of Rufus and
Louvisa (Benedict) Snow. Rufus is the son of Joseph
and Margaret (Laymance) Snow.

Margaret Lauraine Rutherford Carns b. 20 May
1855 - d. 21 Sept. 1887 is the first wife of Elijah C.
Carns. We do not believe that she is buried here
because of the death date. The land was not home-
steaded at that early of a date. However we do not
have proof of her burial anywhere else like Tennes-
see. Elijah married Elizabeth Carolyn Snow Febru-
ary 27, 1888 in Oakdale, Tennessee. In the Snow
Cemetery list of occupants prepared by John H.
Carns, he lists that his grandmother, 1st wife of
Elijah Carns, M. D. is buried at the Snow Cemetery,
1st name not known. John H. Carns is the son of
Martha Carolyn Snow Carns [daughter of Thomas
and Mary Ellen (Morgan) Snow] and William Carroll
Carns, Il [son of Elijah and Margaret (Rutherford)
Carns] and of course this from his memory only
during an interview in 1967 by the Lewis County
Historical Society Cemetery Committee.












Do you really own that cemetery?

By Andi MacDonald

The Christian Cemetery Associa-
tion became a functioning entity in
1975 when Ethel Sparks and Mabel
Smith decided that something
needed to be done about the Chris-
tian Cemetery. It had been over-
grown and littered with trash for as
long as the two women could

cemetery land. And, one well-
meaning member of this new group
even went so far as to get a Quit
Claim Deed from the previous
caretaker's son and filed it with the
county auditor’s office to show who
now owned the cemetery.

to any specific descendant so ev-
eryone felt all the children or grand-
children were entitled to be part-
owners of the cemetery. Some of
the eldest grandchildren decided to
put their collective heads together,
hire an attorney, and legally take

remember, most didn't even
know a cemetery was there.

Sparks had decided it was
time to take care of the cem-
etery because no one else
was. Sparks and Smith be-
gan talking to individuals in
the area and found that the
cemetery had been cared for
by a man who had died many
years earlier. No one had
taken over the job of main-
taining the cemetery, and no
one was quite sure who even
owned the cemetery as there
was no one old enough liv-
ing in the area who remem-
bered the cemetery when it
had been active.

Sparks and Smith decided
to start cleaning the cem-
etery themselves and as

Don’t know if you legally own your
cemetery?

Take the legal description of your cemetery to the
County Assessor’s office.

Ask for the tax id number.

Take the tax id number to the County Auditor’'s
office.

Ask the person assisting you to show you how to
look up the property.
The tax id number points to a deed which should
be the last legal owner, but don't stop there!
The deed will have the Grantor’'s name (the per-
son who sold the property) and the Grantee’s name

(the person who purchased or received the prop-
erty).

Using the Grantor/Grantee names, find deeds back
to the original homestead.

If there is a break in deed transfers (Grantee name
onone deedis notthe Grantor on the newer deed)
you may need to see an attorney.

Contact WSCA for assistance.

ownership of the cemetery.
Each grandchild who wanted
to be actively involved in the
cemetery ownership paid
their share of the attorney’s
fees, and those who did not
want to exercise their right of
ownership provided a Quit
Claim Deed to the others.
By 1976, the attorney had
drawn up the papers and
taken them to court. The
court granted permission for
the case to be publicized in
the newspaper local to the
cemetery. Only one person
showed up in court, through
an attorney of his own, and
opposed the grandchildren
taking over the cemetery of
their ancestor. It was their
nephew, Mr. Jones. Mr.
Jones felt that even though

word spread, several other
volunteers joined them. Eventually
they were labeled as the Christian
Cemetery Association. Each
month the loosely formed group
would meet at the cemetery, hold
a quick discussion on who was go-
ing to do what, and work for sev-
eral hours. Everyone would then
go their own way, some to the local
funeral home to locate information
on who might be buried at the cem-
etery and others to the newspaper
office or library for other kinds of
research.

At one point, someone from the
association had visited the
assessor’s office and listed the as-
sociation as the taxpayer on the

The Christian Cemetery Associa-
tion felt they had done everything
they possibly could to ensure own-
ership and the continuance of the
cemetery.

You may be of the opinion that the
Christian Cemetery Association
should be regarded as the legal
owners., but, let’s look at the same
scenario but with completely differ-
ent results.

In 1975, a man we will call Mr.
Jones attended a family reunion
and sat at the table with the elderly
family members who were discuss-
ing a cemetery their ancestor had
owned back in 1895. The ancestor
had died and not left the cemetery

his mother had given up her
right of ownership through a Quit
Claim Deed, he was still entitled to
a share of the property because he
was also a descendant.

Because of the disagreement
among the descendants and the
ever-increasing legal fees, the case
was dropped and the property sat
with no living owner to take care of
it.

In 1986, Mr. Jones decided to get
Quit Claim Deeds from those rela-
tives he could. He was able to ac-
quire one from three of the five liv-
ing grandchildren and filed them
with the county auditor’s office.

In 1996, Mr. Jones notified the

county assessor’s office that he was
continued next page
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the owner and taxpayer. He also
contacted the city government and
requested permission to do some
work at the site to improve access.
In all of his dealings with county and
city governments, Mr. Jones pro-
vided copies of the three Quit Claim
Deeds as proof of ownership.

Both groups have followed the
same path of ownership. Unfortu-
nately, though, they did not have the
same end results.

The Christian Cemetery Associa-
tion, in 2000, had 45 dues paying
members, a newsletter, an official
meeting each month, and a work-
ing fund. The cemetery was thriv-
ing under their self-proclaimed own-
ership and its perpetuity seemed
ensured.

Also in 2000, Mr. Jones filed a
lawsuit on his ancestor’s cemetery
without benefit of an attorney. He
petitioned the court to allow him to
remove the dedication from the
cemetery as no bodies were in the
cemetery according to him, he had
even dug into a supposed grave
about two feet to show the body was
gone. He removed the one remain-
ing headstone to another cemetery
without that cemetery’s permission.
Mr. Jones also requested that a
three-week publication of the law-
suit not be required as he was the
legal owner of the cemetery. The
judge granted his request and a
waiting period of ninety days began.

At the end of ninety days, Mr.
Jones again attended court and the
court granted permission for the
dedication to be removed simply
because no one showed up at court
to oppose the request.

Mr. Jones now had an opportunity
to build a home at the site (no longer
a cemetery because the court said
so) and after five to ten years he
could claim adverse possession of
the property should someone at-
tempt to take ownership of the prop-
erty.

Is there a difference between the
two claimed owners of the cem-
etery? Only in their intentions. The
Christian Cemetery Association had
the intention of maintaining the
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cemetery in perpetuity, and Mr.
Jones intended to take ownership
of the cemetery in any way he could
to gain a five-acre piece of prop-
erty for himself.

In the end, in the eyes of the law,
Mr. Jones would be legally right, but
the cemetery association would not.

Should the cemetery association
be allowed to continue doing what
it was doing just because their in-
tentions are good—sure. But some-
one else could come in and legally
take ownership, and they may be
like Mr. Jones with his bad, or self-
ish, intentions. This may not be
right, but where the law is con-
cerned it only matters what is le-
gally right.

There are more than 100 cem-
etery associations legally registered
as corporate entities in Washington
state. Unfortunately, for every reg-
istered association, there are at
least two which are not, the Chris-
tian Cemetery Association was one
of them.

There are steps any group or per-
son can take to ensure their legal
ownership of a cemetery. These
are things you will need to do your-
self as an attorney would be far too
expensive at this point, and a title
company will probably not insure
the title of a cemetery (that's the
only reason to use a title company).

The first step to take is to register
with the state as a nonprofit corpo-
ration. A set of Bylaws and Articles
is required along with $30. When
you receive back your Corporate
Certificate and stamped Bylaws
(stamped in red with a number writ-
ten in), contact the nonprofit sec-
tion of the Secretary of State’s of-
fice to register as a nonprofit cor-
poration entitled to up to $25,000
yearly tax-free. Basically, no state
tax documents will be required from
your group until after you earn more
than $25,000 in a year.

To maintain nonprofit corporate
status with the state, a form must
be filed each year (known as the
Annual Report) and $10 paid. There
are a few other requirements to
maintain your status with the state,

and basically they are that if your
registered member (the person the
state should contact for any reason)
changes, you must notify the state,
and if you change your Articles, you
must send them a new set.

While you are waiting for your
Corporate Certificate from the
state, you can begin a deed search.
Anyone can do this! Visit your
County Assessor’s office with either
the legal description or the exact
location of the property and ask for
the tax id number of the cemetery
property. Take the tax id number to
the County Auditor’s office and tell
them you want to research owner-
ship of a parcel of land, give them
the number you received from the
Assessor’s office.

Start your research from the cur-
rent day and go backwards. There
should be a chain of deed transfers
from the last back to the original
homestead (when the US Govern-
ment sold the property to the first
owner). If the chain of ownership
breaks at any point, ownership of
the cemetery is not clear. |If this
happens on the cemetery you are
researching, chances are the per-
son who claims ownership today
does not legally own the property.
If there is a break, talk to the per-
son in the Auditor’s office assisting
you about how to find out who
owned the cemetery originally.
Then track the ownership forward
to see who the last legal owner was.

Once you determine who the last
legal owner was, and if a person or
persons, and determine he/she is
deceased, you will want to do a
search for a will. If no will is found,
or the person’s estate was not pro-
bated, the cemetery is considered
to be “abandoned” for legal pur-
poses. If the last legal owner was
a cemetery association and it is now
defunct (no longer registered with
the state and no longer a working
group according to the Secretary of
State), the cemetery is considered
to be “abandoned” for legal pur-
poses. This simply means that the

last legal owner is deceased or de-
continued next page



funct. If a cemetery is “abandoned”
the state (through the Department
of Commerce, Trade and Economic
Development’s Archeological and
Historical Division) actually owns it
and is responsible for it. (RCW
68.60, Abandoned and Historic
Cemeteries and Historic Graves)

You may, however, determine that
someone else already owns the
cemetery and that person is simply
not taking care of the cemetery or
may not even realize he/she owns
it (yes, that happens). In this case,
you might approach the owner and
discuss the possibility of you or your
group maintaining the cemetery on
their behalf. A legal document
should be drafted by your group’s
attorney to ensure you are not held
legally responsible should someone
sue because of some work you've
done causing them injury. This
paper should be signed by the le-
gal owner and your group and filed
with whomever your attorney feels
would be appropriate. If you can-
not get this paper from the legal
owner, cease all work at the cem-
etery. There have been lawsuits by
legal owners for “damage” done by
well-intentioned groups. The legal
owner will win and could sue your
group and you personally.

If you find that the cemetery you
are overseeing is truly abandoned
(legally), you will want to consult

with an attorney about taking own-
ership of the property. This involves
legal papers, legal publication in a
newspaper, at least two court hear-
ings and at least 5-6 months of
waiting. A law of 1999 requires a
sixty-day notice to the Washington
State Cemetery Board, the Depart-
ment of Commerce, Trade and Eco-
nomic Development’s Archeologi-
cal and Historical Division, and the
local County Auditor’'s office of an
intention to file a lawsuit on a cem-
etery. Sixty days after this notice
is delivered to those three entities,
the court case may be filed. Once
the first hearing is held and the
judge okays it, a waiting period of
90 days is required during which
time the court case must be publi-
cized in a local newspaper for three
weeks in a row. If no one responds
to the lawsuit, one last hearing is
held and the judge makes his/her
decision on your ownership.

It may seem like a lot to go
through to legally take ownership,
but think of those with bad inten-
tions. Would you want to make it
easy for them? Don't let ownership
of your cemetery be questioned.
Do the research yourself and have
it ready should someone decide
they want to take ownership.
WSCA is available to assist your
attorney in paperwork and expert
testimony, usually at no charge.
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? Washington state has recognized employees involved in
«1 the Western State Hospital's Grave Concerns Association
for their hard work. Members of the association who were
y involved with the October 2000 cemetery rededication won
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the Regional Outstanding Team award.
’team were John Lucas, Charlie Jones, Lisa Sechler, Kim-
' berly Gorder, Jim Senko, and Laurel Lemke.
In addition, Laurel Lemke was the Regional Vision Award G’
» Recipient. Laurel's name has been forwarded on for con-
s Sideration of recognition at the State level.
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White Salmon Pioneer
Park, Klickitat County
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Photo by Jim Berry

Reinhart B. Hansen
Born in Norway
Nov. 4, 1894
Died
Apr. 26, 1884

Slowly fading, lingering, dying,
Like the leaf he passed away;
Heeding not our tears of anguish,
Heaven has claimed its own today -
and we weep.

White Salmon Pioneer Cemetery
is located at the corner of NE
Tohomish Street and NE East Av-
enue (Behind the Thriftway Store)
in White Salmon, Washington. At
some point since 1954, the stones
were removed from their original
site and all assembled inside a
small fence behind the grocery
store, set in or on concrete.

Photos of all the stones in this
cemetery can be found at http://

freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/

~langolier/pioneer_park.html.
Thanks to Jim Berry for allowing us

to publish this material.



Letter to the Editor...

We at the Western State Hospi-
tal Ombudsman Office would like
to express our appreciation to you
for your extensive article on the
formation of the Grave Concerns
Association in your Washington
State Cemetery Association
newsletter. We appreciate the
publicity that draws attention to
our cause and to our nonprofit
association, which is in its fledg-
ling state of incorporation.

We would just like to make a few
points of clarification to the lead
article in the January, 2001 issue:

1. The Pierce County Depart-
ment of Parks constructed the
split rail fence, rather than the Boy
Scouts, who made other contribu-
tions to the cemetery. (There was
a need to deter unknowing park
visitors who sought the shade of
the cemetery to park their cars on
sunny summer days.)

2. Lawn mowing is not frequent,
riding lawn mowers are thwarted
by the uneven terrain. Because
some of the headstones protrude
from the surface of the lawn, the
mowers shut down quite often; so
this is a problem, which needs to
be remedied.

For its work, the Cemetery
Rededication Committee has
subsequently won a regional
Outstanding Team Award from the
Washington State Department of
Social and Health Services. This
will be presented on May 11 at
Copperfield’s Restaurant in
Tacoma. We are tentatively
planning a second ceremony on
October 7, 2001 during Mental
lliness Awareness Week.

The Grave Concerns Associa-
tion looks forward to your next
newsletter and to becoming
affiliated with the Washington
State Cemetery Association.
Again, we appreciate your con-
cern very much, and your wonder-
ful article, which was published on
the front page of your newsletter.

Nathan Klostermann, B.A.
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Cemetery Workshop, April 28th

A cemetery workshop will be held on April 28th at the old Ft.
Steilacoom cemetery located at the Western State Hospital. The
cemetery was established in 1853. Headstones in the graveyard date
back to that year.

The cemetery workshop will consist of classroom time in the morn-
ing, 8-11, with the rest of the day being spent in hands-on work out-
side. A list of other items to bring to class will be sent to those signing
up. Bring your own lunch.

WSCA is asking that you donate $25 to the Grave Concerns Associa-
tion. The money will be used in their efforts to restore the hospital
cemetery. Contact Carol Watkins via |lemkela@dshs.wa.gov or by
phone each afternoon, 1-3, at 1-800-558-4737 for more information.

A flyer is enclosed in this newsletter with more information.

Missing Headstones?

Do you know of a missing headstone or other funerary object? If so,
let us know and we'll add it to our registry. Should an item be found
matching the description/inscription, you will be contacted.

Send a photo with description of the item (or just a detailed descrip-
tion if no photo is available) along with your contact information to
WSCA, PO Box 103, Port Orchard, WA 98366.

Comet Lodge Cemetery

Headstones are in place with many in memorials due to their un-
known original locations. Only five of the 26 stones are cleaned and
ready for grouting/mortaring, the rest after a new water source is
located. A summer rededication is still planned. Anyone wishing to
help coordinate the rededication, please contact Andi at (360) 871-

5694 or andimac@oz.net.

Work on Cemetery Catalog Continues

Progress is being made on our catalog. Work on individual cemetery
pages at our web site have been halted until the catalog is completed.
Once completed, the information in the catalog will be placed online
free to anyone while the catalog is printed and offered for sale.

Anyone can submit information on cemeteries. Send it to volunteer
Thelma Chaffin at thelmavchaffin@yahoo.com or mail it to WSCA, PO
Box 103, Port Orchard, WA, 98366.

Volunteer Coordinator

Volunteer Dani MacFeylynnd is developing a volunteer roster. If you
would like to be added to the list, email her at wyndrydr@zipcon.net.
She can also be written at

Volunteers are needed for a variety of projects around the state.
Don't hesitate providing your name just because you aren't in a spe-
cific geographic location. Some of our projects use online sources and
anyone anywhere in the world should be able to work on them.

Western State Hospital Cemetery

The Grave Concerns Association will be meeting on April 17th at the
hospital in Steilacoom. Bylaws and Articles will be completed and a
discussion on the April 28th cemetery workshop to be held at the Ft.
Steilacoom Cemetery within the hospital grounds.

Contact Laurel Lemke, Hospital Ombudsman, at

lemkela@dshs.wa.gov.



West Coast Cemetery Alliance

California Historic Cemetery Alliance
Web Site:  none

Email: chca@inreach.com
Contact: CHCA
P. O. Box 255345

Sacramento, CA 95865-5345

Oregon Historic Cemeteries Association
Web Site:  http://www.oregoncemeteries.com

Email: ohca@oregoncemeteries.org
Contact: OHCA
P. O. Box 802

Boring, OR 97009-0802

Oregon Pioneer Cemetery Commission
Web Site:  none
Email: MirraMeyer@state.or.us
Contact: OPCC
1115 Commercid St. NE, Ste 2
Sdem, OR 97301-1012

Washington State Cemetery Association
Web Site:  http://www.rootsweb.com/~wapsgs

Email: andimac@oz.net
Contact: WSCA
P. O. Box 103

Port Orchard, WA 98366-5764

Old Cemeteries Society of Victoria

Web Site:  http://www.oldcem.bc.ca

Email: oldcem@pinc.com

Contact: OCSV
Box 50004, #15-1594 Fairfield Rd.
Victoria, BC, V8S 1G1
Canada

MEMBER

West Coast News

Preserving Oregon’s Pioneer Cemeteries, Part Il

A Oregon heritage conference will be held May 3-5,
2001, in Mount Bachelor Village in Bend, OR. The
event is sponsored by the Oregon Heritage Commis-
sion with the cooperation of the Historic Preservation
League of Oregon, Oregon Heritage Trust, Oregon
Historical Society, Oregon Museums Association,
Oregon State Historic Preservation Office, and the
National Trust for Historic Preservation.

On Saturday, May 5th, Preserving Oregon’s
Pioneer Cemeteries, Part Il, will be presented. You
can learn about issues related to historic cemeteries,
the value of the sites in cultural landscapes, and
some pointers in pioneer cemetery care.

Contact Mirra.Meyer @state.or.us

West Coast Regional Conference 2001
On August 10-12, the Association of Gravestone
Studies will hold it's West Coast Regional Conference
2001 at the San Francisco State College in San Fran-
cisco, CA. A Conservation Workshop will be held on
Friday, August 10, with lectures and cemetery tours
on Saturday and Sunday, August 11-12. Visit http://
www.gravestonestudies.org for updated information.
Proposals are solicited for scholarly papers, 20-30
minutes in length, to be presented during the lecture
sessions, and for participation sessions, 50 minutes in
length. Please send your proposals and abstracts for
the lecture sessions to:
Barbara Rotundo
9 Hemlock Drive
Belmont, NH 03220-9803
Telephone (603) 524-1092
Please send your proposals for leading a participa-
tion session to:
Claire Deloria and Barbara Aitken
8221 Exeter Drive
Baldwinsville, NY 13027
Telephone (315) 638-4638
Email: BarbAitken@aol.com

Contact Us

Woashington State Cemetery Association
P. O. Box 103
Port Orchard, WA 98366

Phone: 360.871.5694
Email: andimac@oz.net
Web Site: http://www.rootsweb.com/~wapsgs/

Maillist: send a blank email to

wacemeteries-subscribe@listbot.com
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Mission Statement
The mission of the Washington State Cemetery Association (WSCA) is to re-
search, protect, restore, and preserve old and abandoned cemeteries in Wash-
ington state, to maintain their history, and to provide education and awareness
of old and abandoned cemeteries and their care to the public.

http://www.rootsweb.com/~wapsgs/

Washington State Cemetery Association

Membership Form

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Home phone email address

Membership Type (] Individual: $12.00 per year [] Student: $6.00 per year

Cemetery(ies) you are interested in and their location: Mail completed application and check or money orderto
Treasurer

Washington State Cemetery Association
PO Box 103

Port Orchard WA 98366




