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Presidentõs Message:    
   November is election month for WSGS. You will be receiving your ballot in the mail any day now. Please sup-

port your society by voting and returning the ballot by December 1. 

   It is also time to renew your membership, or join WSGS. Why join or renew your membership in WSGS?  

   WSGS members share, by newsletter, information about local, state and national research information and calen-

dar of events in support of Washingtonôs genealogical societyôs activities and resources.  

   WSGS promotes the preservation of and access to public and private genealogical and historical information. We 

helped with a very successful campaign to save the Washington State Library. 

   WSGS sponsors annual conferences with nationally known speakers, such as the one just concluded in Spokane 

with Megan Smolenyak Smolenyak. These would not be possible without dues paying members. 

   WSGS issues Washington State Pioneer Certificates. Applicants help preserve their family information. Copies of 

all applications with verifying information are being provided on a CD for a modest $20. 

   WSGS has Regional Representatives who help keep the genealogical societies in Washington connected by shar-

ing information and calendars of current events. 

Without members we cannot provide these services to the genealogical community of Washington. 

                  Sue Semenza Ericksen  , WSGS President 

Speakers List Updated 

Do you lecture and give classes in genealogy?  Why not add 

your name to the Washington State Genealogical Society Speak-

ers Directory. It is so easy to sign up as a speaker, just go to 

this link and print off the flyer and sign up   http://

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wasgs/wsgssocres.htm.  This 

flyer will be your guide.  You can use it as a template to email 

to Bonnie Jean MacDonald at BON_MAC@msn.com and she 

will be happy to add your name to the list, or you can fill it out 

and mail it to her.  This list was created by the Washington State 

Genealogical Society to provide options for our many talented 

and knowledgeable genealogist in the State of Washington who 

like to share their knowledge. If you are at the WSGS website 

you will find it listed under Resources for Society Management  

We Could Use Your Help! 

WSGS is in need of people to assist with the following 

positions.  These are board positions and job descrip-

tions are posted are the WSGS website.         

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wasgs 

Vice President  

Conference Liaison  

Region Eight Representative 

   Education Chairperson 

Newsletter Editor 

If interested, please contact WSGS president Sue Erick-

sen at ericksen@wabroadband.com or at 509-865-3572 

 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wasgs/wsgssocres.htm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wasgs/wsgssocres.htm
mailto:BON_MAC@msn.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

Is Your Event Not Listed?    

Your preferred avenue for getting your events listed in the newsletter is via your regional representative, the newsletter editor or both.    

Donôt have a regional representative?, send it directly to the newsletter editor.  Announcements sent to the WSGS mailing address are 

often too late for the newsletter to post in a timely manner.    Ed. 

NOVEMBER 2009 

 Nov 2 Kittatas County Genealogical Society program will be 

ñPreparing For a Family Reunionò  speaker TBA.     
  

Nov 3 South King County  Genealogical Society  will hold a 

ñBeginning Genealogical Researchò class wih Char Kibbie.  Ses-

sion 1 begins at 7:00 pm, Burien Library, 400 SW 152nd  St, 

Burien.   

 

Nov 4 Fiske Genealogical Library John Wise will  hold a class 

ñTravel to a Cemeteryò ,  10:00 amð12 noon, 1644 43rd Ave E., 

Seattle.  Non-members $5.00.  

 

Nov 4 Sno-Isle Genealogical Society Brick Wall Workshop at 

6:00 pm. Meeting at 6:30 pm with program at 7:00 pm.  Melinda 

Van Wingen from Everett Public Library will speak on the 

ñEverett Oral History Projectò.  Mountlake Terrace Library, 

23300 58th Ave. West, Mountlake Terrace.    

 

Nov 5 Mac Genealogy Group Lisa Marker will provide a ñBasic 

Introduction to Reunion: a Genealogy Programò  for the Macin-

tosh computers. 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm,  dBug Center, 9620 Stone 

Ave. N, Suite 202, Seattle. 

Nov 5 Seattle Public Library  Darlene Hamilton teaches 

ñBeginning Your Family History Researchò 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm, 

Montlake Branch, 2401 24th Ave E., Seattle. Call 206-684-4720 to 

pre-register.  

 

Nov 7  Black  Genealogy Research Group of Seattle  Douglass-

Truth Library, 23rd & Yesler, Seattle.  Email BGRG92@aol.com 

to verify.  

 

Nov 7 Eastern Washington Genealogical Society Miriam Mid-

kiff ñOnline Record Keepingò  to be held in Spokane.  
 

Nov 7 Heritage Quest Research Library  Jim Johnson will hold 

a class on ñAnimapsò at the library.  $10.00,  9:00 am to 11:00 am. 

 

Nov 7 Yakima Valley Genealogical Society   program  ñOur 

Names: Meanings and Naming Patternsò , speaker  TBA, 1901 

So. 12th, Union Gap, 10:00 am  
 

 Nov 9 Jewish Genealogical Society of Washington State  Natan  

M. Meir will discuss ñJewish Life in Europe Leadinhg Up to the 

Great Migrationò 7:00pm , Stroum JCC, 3801 East Mercer Way, 

Mercer Island.  Fee of $5.00 for non-members.  

 

Nov 9 Whatcom Genealogical Society Jeff Jewell of the What-

com Museum presents a ñHistory of the Bellingham Trolley Sys-

temò  7:00 pm , St. Paulôs Episcopal Church, 2117 Walnut Street, 

Bellingham.   

Nov 9  Genealogical Society of South Whidbey Island     Begin-

ning classes and Intermediate classes begin at 11:45 am.   Gary 

Zimmerman presents ñThe Life and Times of the Confederacyò, 

1:00 pm at the Trinity Lutheran Church, Hwy 525 & Woodard 

Road, Freeland.  

Nov 9 Tacoma Public Library will present a class  ñGenealogy 

101: Researching  Your Family Treeò; 6:00 pm at the library.  

Register at http:evanced.tacomapubliclibrary.org/evanced/lib/

eventcalendar.asp?lib=ALL . Select month to locate correct infor-

mation.   NOTE** There is a waiting list.  

 

 

Nov 10 Stillaquamish Valley Genealogical Society  Loren Kraetz 

presents ñThe Pioneer Kraetz Family of the Stillaguamish Valleyò   

1:00 pm at StVGS Library,  135 Olympic Ave., Arlington.   

 

Nov  10 South King County Genealogical Society will hold a 

ñBeginning Genealogical Research Classò with Char Kibbie.  Ses-

sion 1 begins at 10:00 am at the Auburn Senior Center, 808 9th St 

SE, Auburn.   

 

Nov  10 South King County Genealogical Society will hold a 

ñBeginning Genealogical Research Classò with Char Kibbie.  Ses-

sion 1 begins at  7:00 pm at the Fairwood Library, 17009 140th  

Ave S E, Renton  

 

Nov 10 Tacoma-Pierce County Genealogical Society  General 

meeting at 6:00 pm with program with Karl Kumm on ñThe  Im-

portance of Newspapers in Genealogical Researchò 7:00 pm., 

Bates Technical College.  

 

Nov 10 Whidbey Island Genealogical Searchers Anita Dragoo, a 

retired teacher, will discuss ñCommon Errors in Writing, With 

Ways to Write a More Interesting Family Storyò , 1:00 pm at the 

Heller Road Fire Station, 2720 Heller Road (just north of Crosby 

Road), Oak Harbor.   

 

 

Nov 11 Fiske Genealogical Library Mary Slawson will hold a 

class from 10:00-11:00 am ñGetting It Rightò at the library, 1644  

43rd Ave E, Seattle. $5.00 for non-members. 

 

Nov 11 Tri City Genealogical Society will hold a holiday potluck 

at 6:00 pm followed by the Annual meeting and ñShow ón Tellò     

 

Nov 12 Pacific Alaska Regional  Branch of the National Ar-

chives   Brick Wall Genealogy Discussion Group 11:30 am to 1:00 

pm.  Bring your lunch.  

 

Nov 12 Eastside Genealogical Society   Monthly meeting at the 

Bellevue Regional Library starting at 7:00 pm.  Books and publica-

tions available at 6:30 pm.  No meeting in December 



 

 

WSGS Newsletter                                                               Page 3                     November -December 2009  

Upcoming Eventsðconôt 

Nov 12 Seattle Public Library  John LaMont teaches 

ñGenealogy: Databases and the Internetò,  5:30ð7:30 pm at 

the Montlake Branch, 2401 24th Ave E., Seattle.  Call 206-

684-4720 to pre-register.  
 

Nov 17 King County Library   Char Kibbie will teach  at the 

Burien Branch Session 2, ñBeginning Genealogical Re-

searchò, 7:00 pm, 400 SW 152nd St. , Burien.  

 

Nov 18 Fiske Genealogical Library  will hold a class 

ñRhode Island Researchò by Gary Zimmerman, 10:00  amð

12 noon, $5.00 for non-members.  Library at 1644  43rd Ave 

E., Seattle. Winter class schedule will run from January 20th 

to March 24, 2010.  

 

Nov 19 Seattle Public Library  Darlene Hamilton gives a 

ñTour of the Genealogy Sectionò, Central Library, 1000 

Fourth Ave., Seattle.  Call 206-386-4636 to pre-register.  Meet 

at the level 9 desk.  

 

Nov 19 Genealogical Society of South Whidbey Island  

Field Trip to the National Archives Pacific-Alaska Region/

Seattle Genealogical Society (across the street from each 

other).  

 

Nov 20 Bainbridge Island Genealogical Society mentors 

will hold a panel discussion demonstrating techniques for 

ñBreaking Through Brick Wallsò 10:00 amð12 noon, Bain-

bridge Island Public Library, 1270 Madison Ave N., Bain-

bridge.    

South King County Genealogical Society Judy Wiggins will 

talk on ñ100 Places to Look for Namesò, Coffee & Cookies   

at 9:30 am with program at 10:00 am. First Baptist Church of 

Kent, 11420 SE 248th St., Kent  

 

Nov 21 Eastside Genealogical Society will hold their annual 

ñShow ón Shareò with a cookie social.  Bring your ñold stuffò 

to admire and prepare to explain why it is important to your 

family.  Please note time & date change for this meeting only. 

 

Nov 24 Skagit Valley Genealogical Society Stephen Eric 

Baylor presents a program on ñR.L. Polk Company and Re-

search: Using  City Directoriesò, Burlington Community  & 

Senior Center, 1011 Greenleaf St., Burlington.  No meeting in 

December.    

 

Nov 24 South King County Genealogical Society  Char Kib-

bie will hold a ñBeginning Genealogical Researchò class, 

Session 2 will begin 7:00 pm at the Fairwood Library, 17009  

140th Ave SE, Renton 

 

DECEMBER 2009 

Dec 1 South King County Genealogical Society Char Kibbie 

will present ñBeginning Genealogy Research, Session 2ò 

10:00 am, Auburn Senior Center, 808 9th St. SE, Auburn.    

Dec 2 Sno-Isle Genealogical Society Brick Wall Workshop at 6:00 pm, 

meeting at 6:30 pm with program at 7:00pm.  To be announced.   

Montlake Terrace Public Library, 23300 58th Ave. West, Montlake Ter-

race.    

 

Dec 3 MAC Genealogy Group Wil Nelson, from the dBug side of our 

family tree, will explain things that we need to know to keep our Macs 

in good shape for research. ñWhat Can Your Mac Do for You: Using a 

Mac for Genealogyò  

 

Dec 5 Black Genealogy Group of Seattle Meets 1st Saturday 11 am at 

Douglass-Truth Library, 23rd & Yesler, Seattle.  Email to verify the 

date & time.  Program to be announced. BGRG92@aol.com   

 

Dec  5 Yakima Valley Genealogical Society  Judy Schuster presents 

ñMy Family Christmas Customs-How-to Identify Ethnic Heritageò  

 

Dec 6 Seattle Genealogical Society will have their Holiday Open 

House at the SGS Library, 2:00 pm with a silent auction.  

 

Dec 8 Stillaguamish Valley Genealogical Society Society Christmas 

Potluck at the StVGS Library, 135 Olympic Ave., Arlington.  

  

Dec 8 Tacoma-Pierce County Genealogical Society  will host  their 

Christmas party at the Elks Lodge. Social @ 5:30 pm & dinner at 6:30 

pm for dinner.  Sign up at meeting or by email to Chuck Waid by Dec 

1st.  cbwaid@comcast.net .   

 

Dec 8 Tacoma Public Library will host a class in ñOnline Geneal-

ogyò, 6:00 pm , register at http://evanced.tacomapubliclibrary.org/

evanced/lib/eventcalendar.asp    

 

Dec 10 Pacific Alaska Regional Branch of the National Archives   

Brick Wall Discussion Group 11:30 am until 1:00 pm.  Bring your 

lunch.   

 

Dec 12   Puget Sound Chapter of the Association of Professional 

Genealogists  annual Holiday Party & meeting, 10:00 amð12 noon at 

NARA.  Guests are welcome.  www.psapg.org for more information. 

 

Dec 14 Genealogical Society of South Whidbey Island Educational  

classes for both Beginners and Intermediate. ñ Bring and Brag Ses-

sionò [no speaker].  Be prepared to display and discuss some favorite 

part of your genealogical artifacts, photos or memorabilia (brieflyï 2 

minutes per person) plus a seasonal potluck luncheon.  Trinity Lutheran 

Church, Hwy 525 & Woodward Rd, Freeland.   

 

Dec 14 Jewish Genealogical Society of Washington Darlene Hamil-

ton, ñGenealogical Library at Seattle Public Libraryò  at Stroum JCC, 

3801 East Mercer Way, Mercer Island.  7:00 pm  with meeting at 7:30 

pm.  Fee $5 for nonmembers.  

 

Dec 14 Whatcom Genealogical Society Holiday Social and silent auc-

tion.  Meeting at 7:00 pm, St. Paulôs Episcopal Church, 2117 Walnut St. 

Bellingham.   

 

Dec 18 Bainbridge Island Genealogical Society annual gathering for 

members to share artifacts, photos and family trees. 10:00 am-12 noon, 

1270 Madison Ave N., Bainbridge   

 Dec Skagit Valley Genealogical Society no meeting until Jan.  26, 2010.
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SEMINARS & CONFERENCES  and other All Day Events 

 Nov 7, 2009 Museum of History & Industry MOHAI   Oral History Workshop with training in the practice of recording oral 

history interviews.  ñWhat are the Options for Recording?;   ñWhat are the Ethical and Legal Considerations in Interview-

ingò;  ñWhat is Transcription?ò;   ñWhat are Your Options for Preserving Your Audio anjd Video Oral History Interviewsò;  

ñHow Can You Get the Best Interview?ò.  Please bring your lunch.  Registration  available at www.BrownPaperTickets.com 

800-838-3006  MOHAI members $40/$50 general +$5.00 day-of fee 

 

 

Nov 14 Family History Expo to be held at the Redmond LDS Stake Center, 10115  172nd Ave, Redmond.  Keynote address by 

Mary H. Slawson, ñWhatôs New in Family Historyò, 9:00 am to 10:00 am. Classes will start at 10:00 am and run til 4:30 pm.  

Bring your own lunch or order online with registration at http://wafamilyhistory.net. Check back often for new items. 
 

Apr  28 - May 01, 2010 NGS Family History Conference with Theme: Follow Your Ancestral Trail, at the Salt Palace Con-

vention Center in Salt Lake City, Utah.  Mark your calendars. Online registration for the 2010 NGS Family History Conference 

will begin 01 November 2009.  The conference flyer is available for download at http://www.ngsgenealogy.org by clicking on 

Conferences & Events and then Annual Conference, and finally For the Media. 

 

Sep 17-18, 2010 Washington State Genealogical Society Conference and Annual Meeting hosted by  Lewis County & 

Lower Columbia Genealogical Societies . Bonus program will be held on the evening of Friday the 17th, and all day Confer-

ence on Saturday the 18th.  Theme is ñJourney to Discoveryò.   Save the dates. 

 

 May 11-14, 2011 Family History Conference in Charleston, South Carolina. Save the dates 

  

Spring 2010 Genealogical Society of South Whidbey will be having its biannual Spring Seminar in early 2010.  Watch for 

details as they become available. 

  

JANUARY 2010 

Jan 2 Yakima Valley Genealogical Society  Panel discussion 

with Sue Ericksen, Barb Beede and Kathy Sizer, at the library 

1901 So 12th, Union Gap, 10:00 am    

 

Jan 7 MAC Genealogy Group Diane Hettrick will talk about the 

many ways to network online, to connect with ñgenealogy cous-

insò for mutual research benefit;   Reach Out and Touch Some-

oneðPreferably a Relative.   7:00 pm to 9:00 pm, dBug Center, 

9620 Stone Ave N, Suite 202, Seattle.  

 

Jan 12 Stillaguamish Valley Genealogical Society Allen Wenzel 

shares his book about ñThe Settlement of Lake Cavanaughò; 1:00 

pm, 135 Olympic Ave., Arlington.  

  

FEBRUARY 2010   

 

Feb 4 MAC Genealogy Group Lou Daly will walk us through the 

major databases and finding aids online, such as Cyndiôs List and 

the Family History Library, Seek and Ye Shall Find: Major Data-

basesò 7:00 pmð9:00 pm, dBug Center, 9620 Stone Ave N, Suite 

202, Seattle.   

 

Feb 6 Yakima Valley Genealogical Society Jim White presents 

ñAbraham Lincolnôs 200th Birthdayò, at library, 10:00 am, 

1901 So 12th, Union Gap 

MARCH 2010    

  

Mar 4 MAC Genealogy Group Lou Daly will discuss how to or-

ganize your electronic files and paperwork:   ñChaos and Order: 

Organizing and Keeping Track of Your Stuffò, dBug Center, 9620 

Stone Ave N,  Suite 202, Seattle. 

Mar 6 Yakima Valley Genealogical Society  Opal Myhres presents 

ñLibrary Jewels, What We Have on Your Statesò, 10:00 am, at li-

brary 1901 So. 12th, Union Gap 

Holiday Closures 
Nov 11  Seattle Public Library  &  Tacoma Public Library    

Nov 25 Seattle Genealogical Society  

Nov 25-26 Tacoma Public Library-main library & all branches    

Nov 26 Seattle Public Library   

Nov 26-31 Seattle Genealogical Society Library 

Dec 20 to Jan 4 Seattle Genealogical Society 

Dec 24-25 Seattle Public Library & Tacoma Public Library 

Dec 31 Tacoma Public Library will close at 6:00 pm 

Dec 31 Seattle Public Library will close at 6:00 pm 

2010 

Jan 1  Tacoma Public Library plus all branches 

Jan 1 Seattle Public Library plus all branches 

 

http://www.ngsgenealogy.org
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H e l l o ! 

and Wel-

come to 

our Web-

site! 

Our Hu-

g u e n o t 

ancestors 

w e r e 

F r e n c h 

Protestants that either fled or remained in France at great 

peril and persecution between 1536 and 1787. Many thou-

sands fled to Holland, England, Ireland, Switzerland, Amer-

ica, Cape of Good Hope, Germany, and Northeastern 

Europe. Members must show proof of lineal descent from 

either a known Huguenot or for a newly qualifying ancestor. 

The Huguenot Society of Washington State began in 1956 in 

Walla Walla and we continue today. We hope that you will 

look at our website and find us so interesting you want to 

join us! 

Our Society's purposes include Patriotism, Religious Expres-

sion, Historic Preservation, and Education. 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wahugue/who.html .  

Washington State officers listed on page 11. 

Who Are The Huguenot? 

Tribal Records Links 

 One of the biggest challenges we face as genealogists is un-

derstanding the scope of the records available to us on any 

topic.  American Indian records can be found in several ma-

jor repositories and many small, obscure places.  Detailing 

records inventories for all tribes is a twenty-year project. 

However, over the past twenty-five years I have been work-

ing to trace my own histories and those of others, I've 

amassed some lists that might be of help to others.  Granted, 

these lists are imperfect and incomplete, but, if nothing else, 

they will provide clues to access of better, deeper records 

than we have been able to find previously. 

 Records of the Office of Indian Trade and the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs 

http://www.amerindgen.com/IndianTradeBIARecords 

A Chronology of Records of the Five Civilized Tribes 

http://www.amerindgen.com/5CivTriChronology 

 I have not used every item on these lists, nor have I taken 

the time to link them out to online transcriptions.  Readers 

who have such links, please forward them to me and I will 

add them.  Ditto corrections and additions. 

  "Kathie M. Donahue" <kdonahue@centurytel.net> 

Japanese Interment Records 

In March 1942 a proclamation was issued that required all 

People of Japanese ancestry to relocate away from the coastal 

areas of Washington, Oregon, California and parts of Ari-

zona.  Alaska and Hawaii were included in it.  One of the Re-

location camps developed was in Hunt Idaho.  In October 1943 

the residents published a yearbook of their first year away 

from home and friends. 

 The book has been scanned and it is now online at 

 http://thirdstbooks.com/minidoka/mini01.html 

 bookstorelady@prodigy.net 

http://www.skagithistory.com - Skagit USGenWeb 

http://www.thirdstbooks.com - 3rd St. Book Exchange ....... 

downtown Marysville WA   

http://www.snohomishhistory.com - Snohomish County Gene-

alogy 

http://www.facesfromthewall.com - Faces From the Wall -

.......  Vietnam Washington Oregon Idaho and Montana. 

 ....... FREE Genealogy is FREE... and not a part of any com-

mercial conglomerate 

Darilee Bednar 

Seattle Times Article re:  NARA    

.     The building at 6125 Sand Point Way N.E. is a vast, gray 

study in deliberate anonymity.  

   True, it has a sign ð a gray sign ð identifying it as our 

local branch of the National Archives and Records Admini-

stration. But it wasn't until a banner was hung by its entrance 

earlier this year, announcing the 75th anniversary of 

NARA's existence, that it seemed the place might want visi-

tors.     Treasure troves usually aren't so shy about revealing 

their existence.  

     Seattle's NARA branch is home to original records from 

Washington, Oregon and Idaho that fall under two catego-

ries:   

     Federal Records Center: Permanent and temporary re-

cords still in legal custody of the federal agencies that cre-

ated them: U.S. District Court, U.S. Army Corps of Engi-

neers, U.S. Forest Service, etc.   

Regional Archives: Federal agency records legally trans-

ferred to NARA's possession after being deemed to have 

historical value. For complete story visit:   http://

seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/

localnews/2010127212_archives23.html?syndication=rss      If you 

would like to use the regional records, call 206-336-5115 or 

e-mail seattle.archives@nara.gov to make sure the archives 

have what you're looking for. Hours are 7:45 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

Web site: www.archives.gov/pacific-alaska/seattle 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wahugue/who.html
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wahugue/who.html
http://www.amerindgen.com/IndianTradeBIARecords
http://www.amerindgen.com/5CivTriChronology
mailto:kdonahue@centurytel.net
http://thirdstbooks.com/minidoka/mini01.html
mailto:bookstorelady@prodigy.net
http://www.skagithistory.com
http://www.thirdstbooks.com
http://www.snohomishhistory.com
http://www.facesfromthewall.com
http://www.archives.gov/pacific-alaska/seattle
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New Project to Digitize Ship's Logbooks 
The BBC reports that researchers are 

digitizing the captains' logs from the 

voyages of Charles Darwin on HMS 

Beagle, Captain Cook from HMS Dis-

covery, Captain Bligh from The 

Bounty, and 300 other 18th and 19th 

century ships' logbooks. Nearly 300 

Royal Navy captains' logs from voy-

ages dating back to the 1760s. The logbooks will be available 

on the National Archives website next year.  

The logbooks contain detailed records of weather in 

the oceans, which were updated daily or even hourly by senior 

officers. There are measurements of wind speed and direction 

as well as temperature and pressure recordings. As time went 

on the measurements became more instrumented and accurate. 

The researchers are cross referencing the data with historical 

records for crop failures, droughts and storms and will com-

pare it with data for the modern era in order to predict similar 

events in the future.  

          You can read more at the BBC's web site at http://

news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/8291267.stm. 

Posted by Dick Eastman on October 08, 2009  

Snohomish County Obituaries 

A new resource for early obituaries is now available on 

the Sno-Isle Genealogical Society's web site!   

The Everett Herald Obituary Index Project contains death 

information (obituaries, funeral announcements, cards of 

thanks, memorials, etc.) gathered from The Everett Daily 

Herald (beginning in January, 1910) and reprinted in The 

Sounder, the Society's quarterly publication.  This is an 

EXPANDED INDEX, giving considerable detail in each 

data line.  

In addition to the name of the decedent, date of Herald 

publication and Sounder issue number, an index entry 

might include birth name (for a married woman), birth 

information, death date, death place, funeral information 

and burial date/place. If the birth name of a married 

woman is given in the source, a second data line is in-

cluded, e.g. "HALTERMAN (see Florence STRANGE"). 

 At present there are over 1000 lines in the data file cov-

ering January 1910 through April 1913. 

 The Sounder publishes early 20th Century obituaries in 

each quarterly issue;  new data lines will then be added to 

the project's pages. 

 You can find a link to The Everett Herald Obituary Pro-

ject on the SIGS Special Projects Portal page  at   http://

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wasigs/indexspecial.htm 

OR you can go directly to the Obits Index at   http://

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wasigs/

Vital Records Research Tips                                

Posted by Allison - Family Tree Magazine Online; Wed, Oct 1 4, 2009  

Thinking about vital records, while working on our next webinar with presenter Lisa Louise Cooke: 

Vital Records: Researching Your US Ancestors' Births, Marriages and Deaths Online.   

I thought I'd share a few tips with you:    

 

¶ US vital records access and coverage varies from state to state. Each state has its own rules  and 

regulations, but for privacy reasons, death records are  usually  closed to the public for around 50 

years, and birth records for 75 to 100  years. But you can sometimes get these records for genea-

logical purposes if you can prove a relationship. 

¶ Some states started state-level vital record keeping later than  othersðin certain cases, well into the 1900s. But many 

counties started recording vital statistics  decades  or even centuries before the  state  mandated it. Look for those records 

at state archives and through the Family History Library.   

 * * *  * * ** * *    

For Washington State:  
Birth   $13.00  Since July 1, 1907  Order Form  

Priority Online Service - Birth, Marriage, Divorce & Death Certificates!    

Death  $13.00  Since July 1, 1907  Order Form   

Priority Online Service - Birth, Marriage, Divorce & Death Certificates!    

Before July 1, 1907  Should be available from the County Clerk in the county where death occurred.    
Marriage and  Divorce  $13.00  Since Jan 1, 1968  Order Form   

Priority Online Service - Birth, Marriage, Divorce & Death Certificates!   

Before 1968  Should be available for $2.00 from the County Auditor in the county where the license was issued or the 

divorce was granted. 

Washington State Department of Health  
Center for Health Statistics  

P.O. Box 9709  
Olympia, WA 98507 -9709 

(360) 236-4300 Info  
See information under Vital Records below 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/8291267.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/8291267.stm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wasigs/indexspecial.htm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wasigs/indexspecial.htm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wasigs/EvHerObitIndex1INTRO.htm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wasigs/EvHerObitIndex1INTRO.htm
http://blog.familytreemagazine.com/insider/2009/10/14/VitalRecordsResearchTips.aspx
http://blog.familytreemagazine.com/insider/ct.ashx?id=d194113d-f3c1-4dd5-838b-46b9d757c8bc&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.shopfamilytree.com%2fproduct%2fvital-records-research-online%3fr%3dftmblog
http://www.doh.wa.gov/topics/110-011a.pdf
http://www.dpbolvw.net/click-2530104-10467602
http://www.doh.wa.gov/Topics/110-011.pdf
http://www.dpbolvw.net/click-2530104-10467602
http://www.doh.wa.gov/Topics/110-011.pdf
http://www.dpbolvw.net/click-2530104-10467602
http://vitalrecords.accessgenealogy.com/wavital.htm
http://www.doh.wa.gov/EHSPHL/CHS/cert.htm
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REGION 1 

Mary Sue (Caster) Kriefall of Clinton, Genealogical Society of South 

Whidbey Island 

Barbara (Gorham) Johnson of Sedro Woolley, Skagit Valley Genealogi-

cal Society 

Rita M. Schulze of Sedro Woolley, Skagit Valley Genealogical Society 

Margaret Wilson of Burlington,  Skagit Valley Genealogical Society 

William Blandin of Camano Island,  Sno-Isle Genealogical Society 

Dawn Koeppel of Snohomish County,  Sno-Isle Genealogical Society 

James John Grinton of Bellingham,  Whatcom Genealogical Society 

Beverly Jane Honcoop of Lynden,  Whatcom Genealogical Society 

Richard Mark ñRickò Read of Bellingham, Whatcom Genealogical Society 

Donna (Macy) Sand of Bellingham, Whatcom Genealogical Society 

REGION 2  

Judith (Armstrong) Meredith of Redmond, Eastside Genealogical Society 

Marilynn (James) Van Hise of Tukwila, Seattle Genealogical Society 

REGION 3  

Bonnie (Albertson) Johannes of Hoquiam, Grays Harbor Genealogical Society 

REGION4  

Patricia ñPatò (McKee) Bauer of Ridgefield, Clark County Genealogical 

Society 

Diane (Erickson) Cruz of Vancouver, Clark County Genealogical Society 

Carol Jane (Chappell) Germann of Chehalis, Clark County Genealogical 

Society 

Rosalie Bowman of Chehalis, Lewis County Genealogical Society 

Norma Rummel of Chehalis, Lewis County Genealogical Society 

Patricia J. (Weiderman) Crimmel of Kelso, Lower Columbia Genealogical 

Society 

REGION 5  

Marjorie E. Boles of Ellensburg,  Kittitas County Genealogical Society 

Virginia C. Hanks of Ellensburg, Kittitas County Genealogical Society 

Barbara Beede of Yakima, Yakima Valley Genealogical Society 

Sue (Semenza) Ericksen of Zillah, Yakima Valley Genealogical Society 

REGION 6  

Patricia (Rotan) Gould of Richland, Tri-City Genealogical Society 

Stanley and Carolyn (Frantz) Slippern of Richland, Tri-City Genealogical 

Society 

REGION 7  

Cecily (Cone) Kelly of Spokane, Eastern Washington Genealogical Society 

Miriam (Robbins) Midkiff of Spokane,  Eastern Washington Genealogical 

Society 

Shirley (Wylie) Dodson of Colville, Northeast Washington Genealogical Soci-

ety 

Doris (Kilcup) Winskie of Chewelah, Northeast Washington Genealogical 

Society 

Sue (Harrsch) Witham of Colville, Northeast Washington Genealogical 

Society 

 REGION 8  

Paul Henry Kenck of Chelan, Chelan Valley Genealogical Society 

Verban (Hurley) Mooney of Chelan, Chelan Valley Genealogical Society 

Teresa (Tilbury) Sandum of Chelan, Chelan Valley Genealogical Society 

Richard and Paula Banning of East Wenatchee, Wenatchee Area Genealogi-

cal Society 

LaVere (Wagner) Peters of Wenatchee, Wenatchee Area Genealogical 

Society 

Evelyn (Garrison) Steinmasel (1915 - 1999), Wenatchee Area Genealogi-

cal Society 

 

OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEERS - 2009 

The following outstanding volunteers, nominated and honored by their local societies, were recognized at the annual meeting of Washington 

State Genealogical Society at Spokane, Washington, on 12 September 2009.  

Their names and accomplishments are described in a posting on the Washington State Website at http://rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wasgs ." 

Your Society and the IRS 

     Many genealogical organizations have applied for and been accepted by the IRS as 501(c)3 organiza-

tions. In the past, those organizations that had average annual income of less than $25,000 were exempt 

from filing any paperwork once their initial five-year qualification period was over.   

     This is no longer true. Starting in 2008, while still exempt from Federal income tax, genealogical societies are among 

those organizations that must file an annual return no matter how little their income is. The good news is, if average income 

is below $25,000 per year, the society will only need to file 990-N, or e-Postcard. This form takes just minutes to fill out. 

You will need your FEIN and contact information when you access the postcard from the IRS website at www.IRS.gov .   

     For those who feel slightly intimidated anytime they deal with a government form, the IRS website offers a wealth of ma-

terials to help the non-profit society determine their filing requirements, which form to use, and how to complete it. Failure to 

file a return for three years will result in an organization losing their non-profit status. If your society hasnôt filed for 2008, be 

sure to do so right away. Late is better than never.  Watch for an expanded article on IRS filings in the Winter FORUM. For 

further help with society bookkeeping issues look for the new FGS Strategy Paper, ñBookkeeping 101 for Genealogical So-

cietiesò available soon in the Members Only section of the FGS website.            Cath Madden Trindle, CG, FGS Treasurer  
                                                                                                                                 via FGS Voice, August 2009 online 

http://rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wasgs
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Washington State Genealogical Society Annual Meeting 

Meeting was called to order by President Sue Ericksen at 12:45,  12 Sep 2009 at the Davenport Hotel, Spokane 

 

       EWGS President Bill Hire read the names of the volunteers being presented certificates of recognition by Sue. Present to 

receive their awards were Sue Wetham, Miriam Midkiff, Cecily Kelly and Sue Ericksen. 

       Minutes of last yearôs annual meeting were read by Secretary Cecily Kelly. They were approved as read. 

       Treasurer Carole Medeiros presented her report. As of 08 Sep 2009, WSGS has cash on hand in the checking account of 

$6,951.88, in certificates of deposit $36,931.54. This represents a gain of $500.36 since the last report. 

       Sue introduced the Regional Representatives. All were present with the exception of Region 4. 

Committee Reports: 

1. Charles Hansen asked for volunteers from various regions to help with the creation of county resource guides. 

2. Frank stated that Pioneer Certificate applications as well as First Citizen applications are available at the WSGS booth. 

There are also 7 books sets available for sale as well as the CDôs created from all applications. 

Volunteers to participate in the Nominating Committee were requested but no one stepped forward. 

Continuing Business 

1. Thanks to Eastern Washington Genealogical Society and their committee for putting on a very successful conference. 

2. Next yearôs conference will be hosted be held in Chehalis 17-18 Sep 2010. It is co-sponsored by the Lewis and Lower Co-

lumbia Genealogical Societies. The theme will be ñJourney of Discovery.ò Bookmarks for next yearôs conference were passed 

out. 

       WSGS is looking for a society on the east side of the state to host the 2011 conference. 

New Business 

Steve Baylor is the WSGS representative to the Washington State Historical Records Advisory Board. They are beginning a 

project this month which will identify and digitize local records that have been deposited in unusual locations. He requested 

assistance from the membership in identifying these resources in their regions. 

       The meeting was adjourned at 1:05 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,  Cecily Kelly, Secretary 

 

Friday Evening with Megan Smolenyak Smolenyak 

MAC Genealogy Group   

Our Region Two Representative, Bonnie MacDonald, is 

giving us great reports, and you can look for activities for 

this group.  
The Mac Genealogy group meetings are held on the first 

Thursday of the month, October to June, from 7:00 pm to 

9:00 pm at the dBug Center, 9620 Stone Ave N. Suite 202, 

Seattle.  Contact Co-chair Diane Hettrick for questions or 

further information.  dhettrick@earthlink.net 

Upcoming Board Meeting      

 

WSGS Board of Directors will hold their regular quarterly 

board meeting on Saturday, January 23, 2010  in Yakima. 

with dinner & social gathering at  6:00 pm on Friday, Janu-

ary 22.  Visitors are welcome.   



 

 

Washington State Pioneer Certificates 

 WSGS would like to em-
phasizeour Pioneer Certifi-
cates which are available 
to direct descendants of 
Washington pioneers who 
arrived before 11 Novem-
ber 1889 or First Citizen 
Certificates for those be-
fore 31 December 1900. 
To assist local societies, 
libraries and applicants, a 
new brochure describing 
some resources and proce-
dures is now available. 
Contact Frank McLean, 
3811 McLean Dr, Yakima, 
WA 98902-3864 or    
FL635@yakimavalleynet
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National Archives and Footnote Put Paper Records 

Online 

     BusinessWeek has an interesting article by Stephen Wildstrom 

that describes the efforts of the National Archives & Records Ad-

ministration in digitizing old records. Wildstrom writes: 

     The Obama Administration has won kudos for making much of 

the governmentôs wealth of data and current publications available 

to all via the Web. But what about the billions of pieces of infor-

mation that predate the digital era and exist only in paper form? 

Itôs going to take a while, because digitizing this information is a 

tedious and expensive chore, but it is gradually happening. 

     The Library of Congress has been aggressive in getting its as-

sets online. Now the National Archives & Records Administration 

has partnerships with Google, Ancestry.com, and Footnote.com to 

create and make available a growing part of its vast collection. The 

most recent fruit of these efforts: A large collection of holocaust-

related documents just made available through Footnote.  Footnote 

is a subscription service. 

You can read the full article at http://www.businessweek.com/

the_thread/techbeat/archives/2009/09/national_archiv.html. 

Posted by Dick Eastman on September 30, 2009  WSGS Proposed Budget 2010 

Income 

Membership 2,100.00 

Pioneer Certificates/Books 400.00 

Interest 100.00 

2010 Conference 4,500.00 

Other Income 100.00 

Total Income 7,200.00 

Expenses 

Insurance 500.00 

Newsletter 100.00 

Dues/Subscriptions 50.00 

Travel Reimbursements 150.00 

Licenses/Permits 10.00 

Misc Postage 30.00 

Supplies 150.00 

2010 Conference 3,825.00 

Total Expenses 4,815.00 

Net Income 2,385.00 

Respectfully Submitted 

Carole A. Medeiros, Treasurer 

September 3, 2009 

Region One Events Listing  

This is Rick Read, research aide for the Whatcom Genealogical 

Society.  In my day job, I am a producer at KVOS TV in Bel-

lingham.  I am also the person who coordinates the stationôs 

online events calendar, the KVOS Daily Planner.  I invite all of 

the NW genealogy societies to post their upcoming meetings/

events on our calendar.  Just log onto KVOS.com and click on 

the US flag.  From there, scroll down to find the Daily Planner 

banner and click on it.  Then click on the add event button.  You 

will be asked to sign in ï you can do that by creating a personal 

username and password.  From there, you can post the title of 

your event (pls list your location city first), then add all the de-

tails, select the event date from the calendar that appears just 

below the ñcontentò box, click ñpublishò and youôl done. 

If you have questions, pls contact me at my work e-mail, 
rread@kvos.com 

Rick 

Research Aide 

Whatcom Genealogical Society 

rmr-wgs@comcast.net 

http://theusgenweb.org/wa/whatcom/WGS/wgs.htm 

Region Four Update 

Lewis County Genealogical Society has moved their library to 
the Family History Center in Chehalis.  It was previously at the 
Historical Museum. 

They are continuing to work on the 2010 WSGS Conference and 

Annual Meeting to be held in Chehalis in  Sep 

mailto:FL635@nwinfo.net
http://www.businessweek.com/the_thread/techbeat/archives/2009/09/national_archiv.html
http://www.businessweek.com/the_thread/techbeat/archives/2009/09/national_archiv.html
mailto:rread@kvos.com


 

 

National Archives and  

Records Administration 

Genealogy Workshops**   

6125 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115; 

phone 206-336-5115  

 Seattle.archives@nara.gov   

**NARA is now encouraging interested groups 

to schedule a workshop of their choice from the 

following list:  Please contact Carol Buswell at 

206-336-5151 or carol.buswell@nara.gov for 

more information.  

The National Archives Online 

Methods for Finding & Using NARA  

Records  

Immigration and Naturalization Records 

NARA Resources for Chinese Research 

NARA Resources for American Indian Re-

searchðPacific Northwest Tribes Five 

Civilized Tribes  (Cherokee, Choctaw, 

Chickasaw, Seminole, and Creek) 

Beginning Computer Genealogy 

Beginning Your Genealogy at NARA 

NARA Immigration and Naturalization  

Records 

US Military Records at NARA 

Location: NARA-Pacific Alaska Region, 6125 

Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115. 

Classes are held either in the upstairs Confer-

ence Room or in the new Learning Center.   

Registration: Advance registration is advised. 

Classes are held on a first come, first served 

basis. To register, call 206-336-5115,or e-mail: 

seattle.archives@nara.gov, or in person during 

normal business hours, 7:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m., 

Mon-Fri. and 9-4 on the second Saturday of 

each month. 

Cancellation policy: We reserve the right to 

cancel a class due to low enrollment or adverse 

weather.  

  

Thursday Workshops 10:00 amï 12:30 pm 

11ñBrick Wall Workshopò 11:30 amð1:00 pm 

Saturday Workshops   morning sessions  10 am

-12:30 pm; afternoon sessions 1:30 pm-4 pm  

See http://www.archives.gov/pacific-alaska/

seattle/public/workshops.html for other classes 

being offered to the general public. 
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The DAR-SAR Vendor Table at te 2009 conference 

Miriam Midkiff at the raffle table. Miriam was in charge of all the vendors 

at the conference. 

Region One Quarterly Meeting  

 

A few members from region societies met at the Sno-Isle Genealogical 

Society Library at Humble House on October 7 to explore the holdings 

of their library and some research.  The group met over dinner and later 

attended the Sno-Isle meeting together. 

There are currently twenty region one VIPs who have subscribed to the 

regionôs Google group to share current events. 

Visit the WSGS website for time and place of all society meetings. 

mailto:Seattle.archives@nara.gov
mailto:carol.buswell@nara.gov
http://ewgs-spokane.blogspot.com/2009/09/wsgs-conference-photos.html##
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WSGS Treasurerôs Report 
As of September 8, 2009 

Account Balances 

Checking $ 6,049.11 

Savings 802.55 

PayPal 100.22 

Subtotal $ 6,951.88 

Liabilities  ï Prepaid Dues $ (164.00) 

Value of CDs: 

Maturity 4-19-2010 $ 10,733.06 

Maturity 12-19-2009 $ 8,513.54 

Maturity 3-10-2010 $ 10,733.06 

Total Cash Assets $ 36,931.54 

Cash Flow for the period 1/1/09 to 9/08/09 

Income $ 1,661.23 

Expenses 1,152.87 

Gain or (Loss) 508.36 

Newsletter Deadline 

Submission of articles and reports for the January-February. 

2010 issue of this newsletter  due December 15, 2009.    

Society Officers for 2010 
 For Societies across Washington State as  reported by Regional Repre-
sentatives  or by the individual society  * newly elected 
 

    Region 7  

    Eastern Washington Genealogical Society 

      Pres......   Donna Potter Phillips 

     1st VP..... Miriam Robbins Midkiff 

     2nd VP.... Rod Ramer 

     3rd VP......Cecily Cone Kelly [Webmaster] 

     Rec Sec.... Mabel Slinkard Horrocks 

     Corr Secé Susan Beamer 

     Treas........ Doris Allen Munson 

EWGS members enjoying Sunday breakfast at the Davenport Hotel  

Final Good -byes  

Cecily Kelly & Megam Smolenyak Smolenyak with Bill Hire. EWGS 

President in background 

Miriam Robbins Midkiff and Megan Smolenyak Smolenyak 




