.ﬁi‘? 3 ‘ ] £| | COWlltZ County was organized in 1854
ﬁj“% _[;\Lr I" J—I from Lewis County and was one of the first counties created by
T — T Washington's First Territorial Legislature. It is named after the

N f&‘x_ 1 J river that Lewis and Clark called Cow-e-liske or "river of the
b;— _“f!\_,_l_ | J_ | | shifting sand." It is located in the southwestern part of the
i/ 1 ) ‘ﬁ /TN state and is bounded on the south by the Columbia River. The
i = ] li Cowlitz River was an early avenue of transportation to the
L J_L.M_,._,-fl'__ Puget Sound region and on each end of the river there took

place one of the two conventions that petitioned the U.S.
government for Washington's territorial status, the Cowlitz Convention in 1851 and the Monticello
Convention in 1852. Today the county produces and ships timber products, meals and agricultural
products. Its port facilities on the Columbia River are continually growing in capacity.

Bounded by: Lewis County (N), Skamania County(E), Clark County (S) and Wahkiakum County (W)

County Seat: Monticello (1854-1865), Freeport (1865-1872), Kalama (1872-1922) and Kelso (1922-
present).

Chamber(s) of Commerce:

Castle Rock Chamber of Commerce, PO Box 721, Castle Rock, WA 98611. Phone 360-274-6603.
Cowlitz County Dept. of Tourism, 207 4 Ave N, Kelso, WA 98626. Phone 360-577-3137.

Kalama Chamber of Commerce, PO Box 824, Kalama, WA 98625. Phone 360-673-6299.
Kelso-Longview Chamber of Commerce, 1563 Olympia Way, Longview, WA 98632. Phone 360-423-
8400. Fax 360-423-0432 Website www.kelsolongviewchamber.org email:
info@kelsolongviewchamber.org

Woodland Tourist Information Center, 900 Goerig, PO Box 1012, Woodland, WA 98674. Phone 360-
225-9552. Fax 360-225-3490.

Yale Information Center, West of Cougar on Hwy 503, Amboy, WA 98601.

Courthouse: County Administration Building, 207 Fourth Ave N, Kelso, WA 98626. Courthouse
hours: Monday through Friday 8:30am to 5:00pm.

Assessor: Phone 360-577-3010. Fax 360-423-9987. Need owner's name or address to locate on a
map. Busy the last half of October and all of April and June. Phone calls acceptable.

Auditor: Phone 360-577-3002. Fax 360-414-5552. The best way to use records in this office is to
know approximately what year the event was recorded and grantor and grantee names.

Clerk: Hall of Justice, 312 SW 1st Ave. Phone 360-577-3016. Fax 360-577-2323. Records through
1983 are available on film and accessed through reader/printer in our office. If interested in records
from 1984-1992, it is suggested that a phone call to our Records Management Clerk ahead of time
would assure the availability of the files when the party comes in - if they know exactly while file they
need. Hours: 8:30am - 4:30pm.

Treasurer: Phone 360-577-3059. Fax 360-548-2071.


http://www.kelsolongviewchamber.org/
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Genealogical Society:

Lower Columbia Genealogical Society, PO Box 472, Longview, WA 98632-0472. Membership
available. Website: www.rootsweb.com/~walcolgs E-Mail: locoges472(@yahoo.com

Involved in ongoing collection and publication of local records. Purchases materials that available for
use at the Longview Public Library.

Health Department: Cowlitz County Health Department, 1516 Hudson, PO Box 458, Longview, WA
98632-2158. Phone 360-425-7400. Fax 360-425-7531.

Historical Society:
Cowlitz County Historical Society, 405 Allen St, Kelso, WA 98626

Libraries - Academic:
Alan Thompson Library, Lower Columbia College, 1600 Maple, PO Box 3010, Longview, WA 98632-
0310. Phone 360-577-2310. Fax 360-578-1400.

Libraries - Public:

Castle Rock Public Library, 137 Cowlitz St W, PO Box 1350, Castle Rock, WA 98611-1350. Phone
360-274-6961. Fax 360-274-6994.

Cowlitz County Rural Library District, 1339 Commerce Ave, Suite 311-B, Longview, WA 98632.
Kalama Public Library, 312 N First, PO Box 576, Kalama, WA 98625-0576. Phone 360-673-4568.
Collection includes Pacific Northwest history materials, old framed photographs, and listing of
Kalama school alumni since about 1927.

Kelso Public Library, 314 Academy St, Kelso, WA 98626-4101. Phone 360-423-8110. Fax 360-425-
5195.

Longview Public Library, 1600 Louisiana St, Longview, WA 98632-2993. Phone 360-577-3380. Fax
360-577-2037. Collection includes genealogical materials purchased by the Lower Columbia
Genealogical Society. The Longview Room Collection includes photographs, scrapbooks, original city
plans, and manuscripts regarding the founding and growth of the city. Obituary file from 1923 on.
Woodland Public Library, 770 Park St, PO Box 1480, Woodland, WA 98674-1480. Phone 360-225-
2115.

Libraries - Special:

Cowlitz County Law Library, Hall of Justice, 312 SW First Ave, Kelso, WA 98626. Phone 360-577-
3085.

The Daily News Library, 770 11th Ave, PO Box 189, Longview, WA 98632-0017. Phone 360-577-
2511. Fax 360-577-2536. Over 70 years of newspapers on microfilm. Records (births) computerized
format since 1991.

Longview Family History Center, 1721 30th Ave, Longview, WA 98632. Phone 360-577-8234.

Museums and Historical Sites:

Castle Rock Exhibit Hall, 147 Front Ave, Castle Rock, WA 98611. Phone 360-274-6603. Featuring
exhibits that convey the impact of the Mount St. Helens eruptions on the area. Recordings offer oral
histories from eyewitnesses. Other exhibits include logging equipment and historical photographs.
Cowlitz County Historical Museum, 405 Allen St, Kelso, WA 98626. Phone 360-577-3119.
Membership available. Exhibits of 1884 log cabin, Native American artifacts, and photography
collection tell the story of the many centuries of life in the Cowlitz Valley.


mailto:locoges472@yahoo.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/~walcolgs

State Archive Branch: Southwest Region (Clark, Cowlitz, Grays Harbor, Lewis, Mason, Pacific,
Skamania, Thurston and Wahkiakum counties). 1120 Washington St. SE, PO Box 40238, Olympia,
WA 98504-0238. Phone 360-753-1684. Fax 360-664-8814. Research Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon
and 1:30 p.m.- 4:30 p.m.

SELECTIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY
ATLASES, GAZETTEERS, MAPS - Personal, governmental, or organizational records

ATLASES, GAZETTEERS, MAPS - Published sources

Metsker, Charles Frederick. Metsker's atlas of Cowlitz County, Washington. 1956.

Metsker Maps. Metsker's county atlas: [Cowlitz County, Washington]. Metsker Maps, 1983.
Metsker's atlas of Cowlitz County, Washington. Metsker Maps, 1968.

Metsker's atlas of Cowlitz County, Washington. Metsker Map Co., 1980.

Metskser’s map of Cowlitz County, Washington. Metsker Map Co., 1992.
Thurston-Cowlitz-Wahkiakum County atlas. Kroll Map Company, inc. 1920

BIBLES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
BIBLES - Published sources
BIBLIOGRAPHIES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records

BIBLIOGRAPHIES - Published sources

Inventory of the county archives of Washington, no. 8, Cowlitz (Kelso). Prepared by the Washington
Historical Records Survey Division of Community service Programs, Work Projects Administration,
1942.

Longview Library genealogical book list. Lower Columbia Genealogical Society, n.d. (Available for
sale through the Society)

Longview Library genealogical periodical list. Lower Columbia Genealogical Society, n.d. (Available
for sale through the Society)

Whipple, Judy Cox. Genealogist's guide to the Longview City Library. Lower Columbia Genealogical
Society, 1984. **other edition available

BIOGRAPHIES / DIARIES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records

BIOGRAPHIES / DIARIES - Published sources

Bradley, Lenore K. Robert Alexander Long: a lumberman of the Gilded Age. Forest History Society,
1989.

Guggenheim, Alan. Spirit Lake people: memories of Mount St. Helens. Salem Press, 1986.

Rice, Mary Helen Laughlin. Pioneer families of Yale Valley, Washington (and surrounding areas). The
Reflector, 1996.

Summers, Camilla G. Go fo the Cowlitz, Peter Crawford: a biography of a Northwest pioneer
surveyor. Summers Books, 1978.

BIRTHS - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Cowlitz County Auditor's office
Register of births, 6/4/1891-1915



Cowlitz County Clerk's office
Adoption cases, 1895-present
Paternity cases, 1966-present

BIRTHS - Published sources
Cowlitz County, Washington court ordered delayed birth certificates, 1941-1943. Lower Columbia
Genealogical Society, 1992. (Available for sale through the Society)

BUSINESSES & COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS - Personal, governmental, or
organizational records

Washington State University, Holland Library, Manuscripts, Archives and Special Collections
Round Robin Study Club. Yearbook, 1937-1938.

Lewis River Log and Boom Company. Accounts, 1902-1903.

BUSINESSES & COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS - Published sources

CEMETERIES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Cowlitz County Auditor's office
Cemetery records, 1854-1983

CEMETERIES - Published sources

Cowlitz County, Washington cemetery records: a comprehensive listing of burials in Cowlitz County,
Washington through 1983. The Society, 1989, 1998.

Cowlitz County, Washington cemetery record. Volume 2. The Society, 1999.

Davis, Grace Guild. Cemetery records of Cowlitz County, Washington. G. G. Davis, 1980.

Fristad, Mark. Catlin cemetery map and burial index. Cowlitz County Parks Department, 1974.

CENSUS - Personal, governmental, or organizational records

CENSUS - Published sources

Cowlitz County Washington Territory: auditor's census with surname index, 1871, 1883, 1885, 1887.
Lower Columbia Genealogical Society, 1985.

Porter, Mildred. United States census of 1870 Washington counties: Clark, Chehalis, Cowlitz, Island &
Jefferson. Clark County Genealogical Society, 1983.

United States. Census Office. 8th census, 1860. 8th census, 1860. Washington [Territory] vol. 1
[population schedules]. Photographed in microfilm lab., Bureau of Census, n.d.

CHURCHES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Washington State University, Holland Library, Manuscripts, Archives and Special Collections
Manuscripts — Archives Kennedy, Carroll. Papers, 1939-1952. [Castle Rock Christian Church records]

CHURCHES - Published sources

Catholic Church. Diocese of Nisqually. Synod (4 : 1898 : Woodland, Wash.). Synodus dioecesana
nesqualliensis quarta. Quae Antecedentium etiam complectitur constitutiones, diebus VIII et IX
Augusti, A.D. 1898.

In Collegio Sti. Martini, Woodland, in Statu Washingtonensi, habita. Glass & Prudhomme, 1898.
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Kelso Branch (Washington). Record of members, 1935-
1941; annual genealogical report, Form E, 1938-1948. Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah,
1951.



First United Methodist Church, Kelso, Washington, 1887-1987. Centennial Celebration Committee,
19877.

In progress: History of Kalama United Methodist Church 125th anniversary history.

Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. Castle Rock Branch (Castle Rock,
Washington). Church records, 1899-1934. Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1994.
Society of Friends. Rose Valley (Kelso, Washington). Rose Valley Friends Community Church
records, 1938-1972. Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1996.

CITY / COUNTY DIRECTORIES

Cole directory for Vancouver, Longview-Kelso and vicinity. Cole Publications, 1993- .

Directory, Kelso-Longview, Wash., Rainier, Oregon: this directory contains a complete authentic list
of every permanent resident, 1923-1924. n.p., n.d.

Kelso-Longview, Cowlitz and Wahkiakum counties, Washington: January 1926. Filmed by the
Genealogical Society of Utah, 1994.

Kelso-Longview (Cowlitz County, Wash.) city directory. R. L. Polk, 1974-1984.

Kelso-Longview, Washington, city directory. R.L. Polk & Co., 1985-1991.

Polk city directory. Kelso-Longview, Washington. R.L. Polk & Co., 1995 -.

Polk ... Kelso-Longview, Washington, city directory. R.L. Polk & Co., 1992-1994.

Polk's Cowlitz County directory (Washington). R. L. Polk & Co., 1933-1938.

Polk's Kelso-Longview (Cowlitz County, Wash.) city directory. R. L. Polk & Co., 1963-1973.
Polk's Kelso-Longview (Cowlitz County, Wash.) directory. R. L. Polk & Co., 1953-1973.

Polk's Kelso-Longview (Washington) city directory. R. L. Polk & Co., 1951-1952.

Polk's Kelso, Longview, Woodland and Cowlitz County directory. R. L. Polk & Co., 1926.

Polk's Longview (Washington) city directory. R.L. Polk & Co., 1929.

West Coast Telephone. Woodland telephone directory: Cowlitz County, Washington. Filmed by the
Genealogical Society of Utah, 1994.

CITY / COUNTY HISTORIES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records

CITY / COUNTY HISTORIES - Published sources

Cowlitz County in WWII. Pt. 1 Keep the home fires burning, Pt. 2 Until the boys come home.

Cowlitz County Historical Society, 1992.

Dick, Roger Sherman. History of lumbering in Cowlitz county. n.p., 1941.

Fields of flowers and forests of firs: a history of the Woodland community, 1850-1958: [the report of
the History Committee]. The Committee, 1958. **other edition available

Goodwin, Ted. Stories of western loggers. [Ryderwood, WA - History]. Loggers World, 1977.
Hagle, Charlotte Tadlock. Cowlitz County, territory and state of Washington, 1859-1920:
naturalization records. Lower Columbia Genealogical Society, 1989, 1990.

History of Cowlitz County, Washington. Cowlitz County Historical Society, 1983.

History of Stella, Oak Point, Eufaula, Coal Creek, and surroundings areas. The Society, 1984-1989.
History of the Castle Rock Community. n.p., 1950?.

Holmes, Kenneth L. Mount St. Helens, lady with a past. Salem Press, 1980.

Hoy, Dale. Mt. St. Helens and the Toutle Valley : the early years. The Art Farm, 1993.

Kalama, Washington: a centennial history. Clark County Genealogical Society, 1990. **other edition
available

Kletsch, Albert Gustav. Cowlitz River navigation with respect to the development of the town of
Toledo, Washington. n.p., n.d.

Jackson, Leland G. Early Castle Rock and north Cowlitz County, Washington. Castle Rock Exhibit
Hall Society, 1992.



. An early history of Spirit Lake & the Toutle River Valley. Red Apple Publishing, 1995.
Kletsch, Albert Gustav. Steamboat on the Cowlitz. Daily Chronicle, 1968.
McClelland, John M. (John Morris). Cowlitz corridor. Longview Pub. Co., 1953.

. Longview; the remarkable beginnings of a modern western city. Silver jubilee ed., Binfords
& Mort, 1949.

.R. A. Long's planned city: the story of Longview [Bicentennial ed.], Longview Pub. Co.,
1976.
Olson, Charles H., Mrs. Cowlitz county, Washington, 1854-1947. Kelsonian-Tribune, 1948. **other
editions available
Ott, Ruth. History of Cowlitz County, Washington. Taylor Publ. Co., 1983.
Pioneer life; a trip through the Cowlitz County Historical Museum, Kelso, Washington. Cowlitz
County Historical Society, 1953.
Ramsey, Guy Reed. Postmarked Washington : Lewis and Cowlitz counties. Lewis County Historical
Society, 1978.
Summers, Camilla G. About Kelso, Cowlitz County, Washington : an historical gem! C.G. Summers,
1982.

. History of Kelso and surrounding area, 1820-1984. Summers Books, 1984.

. One hundred years for Kelso. Cowlitz County Historical Museum, 1984.
Urrutia, Virginia. Kalama, where rail and water meet. Cowlitz County Historical Society ; 1985.

. They came to six rivers: the story of Cowlitz County. Cowlitz County Historical Society,
1998.

. Where highway, rail and water meet : the Port of Kalama story. Port of Kalama, 1989.
Vaughan, Margot Coleman. The Cowlitz corridor : the passage through time. n.p., 1986.

COURT DOCUMENTS - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Cowlitz County Clerk's office

Civil cases, 1874-present

Criminal cases, 1924-present

COURT DOCUMENTS - Published Sources

DEATHS - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Cowlitz County Auditor's office
Register of deaths, 7/23/1891-3/17/1907 (others only if family members brought them in)

DEATHS - Published sources

EARLY DESCRIPTIVE OR PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL

Kelso, Washington. Kelso Commercial Club, 1911?.

Longview Company. Longview, Washington, the city practical that vision built. Longview Company,
1924. **other edition available

Longview Company. Longview, Washington: come grow with it (description and pictures). Longview
Co., 1923.

Salutation of the Pacific Northwest to Longview, Washington: the new city and port of the mighty
Columbia. Pacific Northwest Hotel News, 1923.

EDUCATION - Personal, governmental, or organizational records

EDUCATION - Published sources



ELECTION / VOTER RECORDS
Cowlitz County Auditor's office Election results, 1935-present Voter registration cards, 1936-present

GENEALOGICAL / HISTORICAL PERIODICALS
Cowlitz County historical quarterly. Cowlitz County Historical Society, 1959-1976.
Cowlitz historical quarterly. Cowlitz County Historical Society, 1976- .

LAND / PROPERTY - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Cowlitz County Assessor's office House sheets, 1970's-present

Indexing books (ownership transfers), 1950's-1980's, computerized 1980's-present
Plat maps, no dates listed Cowlitz County Auditor's office

Recorded deeds, 1858-present

Register of title to property & Torrens records, 1908-1978

LAND / PROPERTY - Published sources
LICENSURE AND PROFESSIONAL RECORDS

MARRIAGE - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Cowlitz County Auditor's office

Marriage affidavit, 1909-1939

Marriage application & certificates, 1854-present

Marriage returns, 12/6/1917-present

Register of marriage statistics book, 1891-1916

MARRIAGE - Published sources
Bacon, Helen Crissey. Cowlitz County, Washington, marriage records, 1854-1900. Lower Columbia
Genealogical Society, 1999. **other edition available.

MILITARY - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Cowlitz County Auditor's office Honorable discharge, 1945-present

MILITARY - Published sources

NATURALIZATION - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Southwest Branch Archives

Citizenship oaths, 1938-1966

Declarations of intention, 1890-1979

Miscellaneous naturalization papers, 1869-1931

Naturalization depositions, 1935-1980

Naturalization proceedings (memoranda of intentions and petitions), 1906-1933
Petitions for naturalization, 1900-1980

NATURALIZATION - Published sources

Hagle, Charlotte Tadlock. Cowlitz County, territory and state of Washington, 1859-1920,
naturalization records.

Lower Columbia Genealogical Society, 1989. (Available for purchase through the Lower Columbia
Genealogical Society)



NEWSPAPER INDEXES / SPECIAL EDITIONS

65th anniversary edition, 1886-1951. Cowlitz County advocate, 1951.
Cowlitz County advocate. Anniversary editions, 1936-1952.

The Planned city and how it grew: 50 golden years ed. Daily News, 1973.

OTHER - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Cowlitz County Auditor's office
Power of attorney, 1858-present

OTHER - Published sources

PROBATE - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Cowlitz County Clerk's office Probate case files, 1889-present
Probate fee books, 1893-1976

PROBATE - Published sources
Hagle, Charlotte Tadlock. Cowlitz County, Washington, Probate Court Records, 1861-1907: a
comprehensive index. Lower Columbia Genealogical Society, 1988.

. Cowlitz County, Washington probate fee book, 1893-1921. Lower Columbia Genealogical
Society, 1993.

TAXES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records

Cowlitz County Treasurer's office

Real and personal property tax records, current 6 years

Real and personal property tax records, 1916-1919, 1921-1924, 1926-1940, 1942-1944, 1946-1952,
1964-1994 (film) Southwest Branch Archives

Real and personal property tax records, 1920, 1925, 1941, 1945

TAXES - Published sources



