
Franklin County was created in 1883 and was formerly part of 
Whitman County.  It was named after the American patriot, Benjamin 
Franklin.  It is situated in the southeast part of the state and is bounded by the 
Columbia River on the west and the Snake River on the east.  Its early history 
centered on transportation.  The Caribou Trail, used from 1859-68, traversed 

the county.  Later means of transportation included the establishment of ferries on the 
Columbia and Snake rivers closely followed by the introduction of railroads through the county.  Today 
Franklin County bases its economy on agriculture with wheat, barley and beans its principal crops.  Its 
county seat, Pasco makes up part of the dynamic Tri-Cities. 
 
Bounded by:    Grant and Adams counties (N), Whitman County (E), Walla Walla County (S), and Benton 
County (W). 
  
County Seat:  Ainsworth (1883-1885) and Pasco (1885-present) 
 
Chambers of Commerce: 
 Greater Connell Area Chamber of Commerce, 600 S Columbia, PO Box 401, Connell, WA 99326.  

Phone 509-234-8731. Fax 509-234-8722. 
 
 Pasco Area Chamber of Commerce, 1600 N 20th Ave #A, PO Box 550, Pasco, WA 99301.  Phone 509-

547-9755.  Fax 509-547-9756.  
 
 Tri-Cities Visitor & Convention Bureau, 6951 W Grandridge Blvd., Pasco, WA 99336.  Phone 509-735-

8486. Fax 509-783-9005. 
  
Courthouse: 1016 N 4th Ave, Pasco, WA 99301.  Courthouse hours:  Monday through Friday,  
 8:30am to 5:00pm 
 
 Assessor: PO Box 1451. Phone 509-545-3506.  Fax 509-546-5840.   
 
 Auditor:  Room 205. PO Box 1451.  Phone 509-545-3536.  Fax 509-545-2142, 509-545-2148.  

Researchers are on their own.  Before and after elections, staff time and workspace are very limited. 
 
 Clerk: West Annex.  Phone 509-545-3525.  Fax 509-545-2243. 
 
 Treasurer: Room 204.  Phone 509-545-3518.  Fax 509-545-2136. 
  
Genealogical Society:  Tri-City Genealogical Society, PO Box 1410, Richland, WA 99352-1410.  

Membership available.  Tri-City Genealogical Society's holdings are located at the Richland Family History Center.   
  
Health Department:  Benton-Franklin Health District, 506 McKenzie, and Richland, WA 99352. Phone  

509-943-2614.  Fax  509-546-2916.  Satellite offices:  1020 Prosser Ave, Prosser, WA 99350.  Phone 
509-786-1633; 1218 N 4th, Pasco, WA 99301. Phone 509-547-9737;  800 W Canal Dr, Kennewick, WA 
99336.  Phone 509-586-0207. 

  
Historical Society:  
 Franklin County Historical Society, 305 N Fourth, Pasco, WA 99301.  Phone 509-547-3714.   Membership 

available.  Operates the Franklin County Historical Museum.   
 
 



 Libraries - Academic: 
 Columbia Basin College Library, 2600 N 20th Ave, Pasco, WA 99301. Phone 509-547-0511.  Fax 509-

547-5293. Collection includes Columbia Basin College yearbooks, 1956-1969. 
 
Libraries - Public: 
 Mid-Columbia Library [Service center - not open to the public], 4101 E Lattin Rd, West Richland, WA 

99352.  Phone 509-627-0285.  Fax 509-545-2054.   The following libraries are part of this system. 
 
  Basin City Branch, 50-A N Canal Blvd, Basin City, WA 99343.  Phone 509-269-4201.  Fax 509-269-

4201. 
 
  Connell Branch, 118 N Columbia St, PO Box 657, Connell, WA 99326.  Phone 509-234-4971.  Fax 

509-234-4971. 
 
  Kahlotus Branch, 255 Weston, PO Box 147, Kahlotus, WA 99335.  Phone 509-282-3493.  Fax 509-

282-3493. 
 
  Merrill's Corner Branch, 5240 Eltopia W, Eltopia, WA 99330.  Phone 509-297-4341.  Fax 509-297-

4341. 
 
  Pasco Branch, 1320 W Hopkins, Pasco, WA 99301.  Phone 509-545-1019.  Fax 509-547-5416. 
  
Libraries - Special: 
 Basin City Family History Center, 160 Bailie Blvd, Basin City, WA.  Phone 509-269-4237. 
 
 Benton/Franklin County Law Library, Columbia Basin College Library, 2600 N 20th Ave, Pasco, WA 

99301.  Phone 509-547-0511.  Fax 509-547-5293 
 
 Richland Family History Center, 1321 Jadwin Ave, Richland, WA.  Phone 509-946-6637. 
 
Museums and Historical Sites: 
 Franklin County Historical Museum, 305 N Fourth, Pasco, WA 99301.  Phone 509-547-3714.  Fax 509-

545-2168. Collection includes local yearbooks, telephone directories, scrapbooks, vertical file of local clippings, early day 
police records, and alphabetized collection of obituaries. 

 
 Sacajawea Interpretive Center, (Sacajawea State Park Rd, 40 E), 2503 Sacajawea Park Rd, Pasco, WA 

99301.  Phone 509-545-2361. Collection includes native american artifacts and Lewis and Clark display and slide 
show.  Hours of operation limited to availability of volunteers. 

 
Washington State Railroads History Museum, 122 N Tacoma Ave, Pasco, WA  99301.  Phone 509-543-
4159. 

 
State Archive Branch: 

Central Region (Benton, Chelan, Douglas, Franklin, Grant, Kittitas, Klickitat, Okanogan and Yakima 
counties.)  Bledsoe-Washington Archives Building, Central Washington University 
MS 7547, Ellensburg, WA 98926-7547.  Phone: 509-963-2136.  Fax 509-963-1753.  E-mail: 
archives@cwu.edu.  Research Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon and 1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.  

 
 
 



 
 SELECTIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
ATLASES, GAZETTEERS, MAPS - Personal, governmental, or organizational records 
 Central Branch Archives 
  Plat maps, central Washington, 1854-1950  
  
ATLASES, GAZETTEERS, MAPS - Published sources  
 Maps of Benton/Franklin counties in historical perspective.  Benton/Franklin Counties?, 1989?.  
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BIBLES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records 
 
BIBLES - Published sources 
 
  
BIBLIOGRAPHIES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHIES - Published sources 
  
 
BIOGRAPHIES / DIARIES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records 
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  Bird, Carl. Photographs and correspondence, 1935 
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 Woutat, Rob.  Indelible gifts:  the story of a twentieth century American family.  PCC, 1996.   
BIRTHS - Personal, governmental, or organizational records 
 Franklin County Auditor's office 
  Birth returns, 1892- 1910 

  



  Register of births, 1891-1910  
 
BIRTHS - Published sources 
 Franklin County Auditor.  Vital records:  births, deaths, 1891-1910. Filmed by the Genealogical Society of 

Utah, 19??.   
 
 
BUSINESSES & COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS -  Personal, governmental, or organizational 
records 
    
BUSINESSES & COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS  - Published sources 

Miller, Gary K.  Lighting the way:  a history of Franklin County Public Utility District, 1947-1997.  The District, 
1997.  

 
 
CEMETERIES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records 
  
CEMETERIES - Published sources 
  Winters, Jean.  Tombstone inscriptions of Franklin County, Washington.  Winters, 1971.   
 
  
CENSUS - Personal, governmental, or organizational records 
 
CENSUS - Published sources   
 Ackerman, Dolores Dunn. Census, Washington Territory: Franklin County, 1885 and 1887. Stack Enterprises, 

1986.   
 
 Indexes of the 1880 Federal Census for Walla Walla, Whitman, and Yakima counties.  Tri-City Genealogical 

Society, n.d.  (For sale by Tri-City Genealogical Society) 
 
 
CHURCHES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records 
 
CHURCHES - Published sources 
 Benson, Betty Lou and Jimmie B. Stoker, compilers and editors. The Basin City Ward: a place to grow, 1958-

1991.  Basin City Ward History Comm., 1991.   
 
 Sebold, Charles E.  Fifty years, a brief history of the First Congregational Church, Pasco, Washington, 1889-1939.   

Printed by the Pasco Herald, 1939.   
 
 Steach, Ruth.  A historical church directory of Benton and Franklin counties/Early church history of this area.  Desert 

Pub., 1989.   
 
 Vogel, Roma Elizabeth.  The history of St. Vincent's Catholic Church:  Connell, Washington.  Roma E. Vogel, 

1985.   
 
CITY / COUNTY DIRECTORIES 
 Pasco, Kennewick, Richland (Benton and Franklin Counties, Wash.) city directory.  R. L. Polk & Co., 1974-1984.  
 
 Pasco, Kennewick, Richland, Washington city directory.  R. L. Polk & Co., 1992-1995.  
 



 Polk city directory.  Tri-Cities, Washington.  R. L. Polk & Co., 1996-1997.  
 
 Polk's Pasco, Kennewick (Benton and Franklin Counties, Wash.) directory, including Richland.  R. L. Polk & Co., 

1953-1960.  
 
 Polk's Pasco, Kennewick, Richland (Benton and Franklin counties, Wash.) city directory.  R.L. Polk & Co., 1961-

1973. 
  
 R.L. Polk & Co.'s Benton, Franklin and Klickitat counties directory.  R.L. Polk & Co., 1911-1918. 
 
  
CITY / COUNTY HISTORIES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records 
 Grant County Genealogical Society Library  - Ephrata Public Library 
  A partial every name index on 3x5 cards: An illustrated history of the Big Bend country, embracing Lincoln, 

Douglas, Adams and Franklin counties, State of Washington.  
  
CITY / COUNTY HISTORIES - Published sources 
 An illustrated history of the Big Bend country, embracing Lincoln, Douglas, Adams, and Franklin counties, state of 

Washington.  Western Historical Pub. Co., 1904. **other editions available 
   
 Bonn, Marjorie Faulkner.  Hogback.  Vantage Press, 1954.   
 
 Hales, Marjorie.  The history of Pasco, Washington, to 1915.  n.p., 1964.   
 
 Klindworth, Edward C. The beginnings of Connell.   E.C. Klindworth, 1966.   
 
 Meyer, Bette Eunice.  Ainsworth, a railroad town.  Ye Galleon Press, 1983. 
  
 Meyer, Delbert W.  A study of the development of the Tri-Cities : Pasco, Kennewick and Richland, Washington.  T. 

Van Arsdol?, 1980 
 
 Oberst, Walter A.  Pasco, 100 years in pictures.  Pasco Centennial Corp., 1983 
 
 _______.  Railroads, reclamation and the river, a history of Pasco.  Franklin County Historical Society, 1978.  
 
 Phillippay, Minola C.  Kahlotus is home.  Steamboat Pilot, 1973. 
  
 Ramsey, Guy Reed.  Postmarked Washington, Klickitat, Benton & Franklin counties.   Klickitat County 

Historical Society, 1977. **other edition available 
   

Rice, David G.  The log structure at White Bluffs Landing, Franklin County, Washington:  a case study in historical 
archaeology.  Laboratory of Anthropology, University of Idaho, 1976. 

 Sanger, S.L.  Hanford and the bomb: an oral history of World War II.  Living History Press, 1989. 
 The Wahluke Slope and Hanford.  n.p., 1980.   
 
 Thompson, Margaret Hollinshead.  Historical backgrounds of Benton and Franklin counties.  Columbia High 

School, 1945.   
 
 Van Arsdol, Ted. Big House on the Columbia.  n.p., 1972.   
 
 _______.  "Big Pasco":  Pasco Holding and Reconsignment Point and Pasco Engineer Depot, 1942-1947.  T. Van 



Arsdol, 1983.   
 
 _______.  Boomers on wheels; the story of trailers in the development of the Tri-Cities of Pasco, Richland and 

Kennewick, Washington, 1943 to 1958.   n.p., 1970.   
 
 _______.  Tri-cities : the Mid-Columbia hub : an illustrated history.  Windsor Publications, 1990.   
 
 Vogel, Leo F.  Years plowed under.  University Press, 1977.  
     
 
COURT DOCUMENTS - Personal, governmental, or organizational records 
 Central Branch Archives   
  City of Pasco Justice Court civil case files, 1945-1949 
  City of Pasco Justice Court dockets, 1911-1949 
  City of Pasco Justice Court traffic case files, 1946-1960 
  Civil case files, 1920-1981 
  Criminal case files, 1909-1979 
  Supreme Court case file briefs, central Washington, 1907-1913 (principally regarding 
   water rights) 
 
COURT DOCUMENTS - Published sources 
 Winters, Jean. comp.  Franklin County courthouse records, 1884-1917.  n.p., 1972. 
  
  
DEATHS - Personal, governmental, or organizational records 
 Franklin County Auditor's office 
  Death returns, 1879-1905  
  Register of deaths, 1892-1910   
 
DEATHS - Published sources 
 McCracken, Cora.  Obituaries from the Courier Reporter, 1924-1929.  [Kennewick].  n.p., 1994.  (For sale by 

the Tri-City Genealogical Society) 
 
 Vital records:  births, deaths, 1891-1910. Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 19--?.  
 
 Winters,  Jean.  Franklin County courthouse records, 1884-1917. [Includes registers of licenses, 1884-1885;  

Marks and brands, 1884-1889;  Marriage returns, 1892-1900; Death records, 1892-1910;  Coroner's 
records, 1893-1901;  Poor farm, 1912-1917].   Winters, 1972.   

 
EARLY DESCRIPTIVE OR PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL - Personal, governmental, or 
organizational records 
 
EARLY DESCRIPTIVE OR PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL - Published sources 
 Murphy, John C.  The facts concerning the government Palouse project; an appeal to the people and to Congress for 

rights, for fair play, for irrigation, for electric power.   Pasco Express, 1912.   
   
 
EDUCATION - Personal, governmental, or organizational records 
  
EDUCATION - Books, manuscripts, etc. 
 Jones, April Elaine.  A one hundred year history of Pasco public schools : variations on a theme of common school 



development.  n.p., 1990.   
 
 
ELECTION / VOTER RECORDS 
 Franklin County Auditor 
  Voter registrations and oaths, 1917-present 
 
 
GENEALOGICAL / HISTORICAL PERIODICALS 
 Franklin Flyer.  Franklin County Historical Society.   
  
 Franklin Express.  [Monthly Newsletter of the Franklin County Historical Society].   
 
 Index to the Tri-City Genealogical Society Bulletin, 1961-1996.  In progress.  
 
 The Tri-city Genealogical Society bulletin.  The Society, 1961-1973.   
 
 The Tri-City Genealogical Society bulletin: Richland, Kennewick, Pasco, Washington.  Tri-City Genealogical Society, 

1973- .  
 
LAND / PROPERTY - Personal, governmental, or organizational records 
 Franklin County Assessor's office   
  Field records, 12 years 
  Valuation rolls, 1900's - ? 
 
 Franklin County Auditor's office 
  Deed records, 1880's - current 
  Homestead records, dates unknown 
  Lis pendens & attachment record, 1896-1912 
  Mortgage record, 1883-current 
   
LAND / PROPERTY - Published sources 
 
LICENSURE AND PROFESSIONAL RECORDS 
 
MARRIAGES  - Personal, governmental, or organizational records 
 Franklin County Auditor's office  
  Marriage records, 1890-present 
 
MARRIAGES  - Published sources  
 McCracken, Cora.  Marriages from the Courier Reporter, 1907-1929.  [Kennewick].  n.p., 1994.  (For sale by 

the Tri-City Genealogical Society) 
 
 Winters,  Jean.  Franklin County courthouse records, 1884-1917. [Includes registers of licenses, 1884-1885;  

Marks and brands, 1884-1889;  Marriage returns, 1892-1900; Death records, 1892-1910;  Coroner's 
records, 1893-1901;  Poor farm, 1912-1917].   Winters, 1972.   

 
 
MILITARY - Personal, governmental, or organizational records 
 Franklin County Auditor's office   
  Military discharges, dates unknown 



  War deeds, dates unknown 
   
MILITARY - Published sources 
 
  
NATURALIZATION - Personal, governmental, or organizational records 
 Central Branch Archives  
  Naturalization certificate record (naturalization certificate stubs), 1891-1975 
  Naturalization declarations of intention, 1890-1929 
  Naturalization petitions, 1907-1929    
  Naturalization record, 1904-1905  
 
 Franklin County Auditor's office 
  Naturalization papers/court records, 1879-1905  
 
 Franklin County Clerk's office 
  Naturalization index, 1891-1975 
 
NATURALIZATION - Published sources 
  
  
NEWSPAPER INDEXES / SPECIAL EDITIONS  
 Hanson, Betty L.  Index to Pasco, Washington newspapers.  B.L. Hanson, 1990.   
 
 
OTHER - Personal, governmental, or organizational records 
 Franklin County Auditor's office 
  Franklin County Hospital Poor Farm register, 1916-present 
  Liens, dates unknown 
  Powers of attorney, dates unknown 
   
 
OTHER - Published sources  
 City of Pasco, historic structures survey.  The City, 1982?.   
 
 Winters,  Jean.  Franklin County courthouse records, 1884-1917. [Includes registers of licenses, 1884-1885;  

Marks and brands, 1884-1889;  Marriage returns, 1892-1900; Death records, 1892-1910;  Coroner's 
records, 1893-1901;  Poor farm, 1912-1917].   Winters, 1972. 

 
PROBATE - Personal, governmental, or organizational records 
 Central Branch Archives  
  Probate case files, 1913-1979 
 
 Franklin County Clerk's office 
  Probate case files, 1913-present 
  
PROBATE - Published sources 
  
   
TAXES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records 
 Franklin County Treasurer's office 



  Personal property tax rolls, 1887-present 
  Real property tax assessment rolls, 1886-present 
  Tax judgement sale redemption & forfeiture record, 1894-unknown 
  Tax sale record, 1901-unknown 
   
TAXES - Published sources 
  


