I<11Ck1tat County was founded in 1859 from parts of Skamania

and Walla Walla counties. It was named after the Klickitat Indian tribe and
the word means "robber or thief." The county is located in the extreme south
center of the state and is bounded on the south by the Columbia River.
Erastus Joslyn first settled the county in 1852. However, not until 1867 was
an effective county government organized. Transportation played an important part
in the county's history. An U.S. Army wagon road crossed the county in 1855, and later the Columbia
Railway and Navigation Company's railroad and competing Columbia River steamboats provided a colorful
chapter in its history. Today, Klickitat County bases its economy on food processing, agriculture and wood
products.

NOTE: Immediately after creation, territorial legislature spelled the county's name CLICITAT. By the next
territorial legislative session, the spelling was finalized as KLICKITAT.

Bounded by: Yakima County (N), Benton County (E), Oregon (S), and Skamania County (W),

County Seat: Grand Dalles or Rockland Flats, now called Dallesport (1859-1878) and Goldendale (1878 -
present).

Chambers of Commerce:
Greater Goldendale Chamber of Commerce, 903 E Broadway, PO Box 524, Goldendale, WA 98620.
Phone 509-773-3400. Fax 509-773-3411.

Mt. Adams Chamber of Commerce, PO Box 449, White Salmon, WA 98672-0449. Phone 509-493-
3630.

White Salmon Chamber of Commerce, One Heritage Plaza, PO Box 449, White Salmon, WA 98672-
0449. Phone 509-493-3630. Fax 360-493-3670.

Courthouse: 205 S Columbus, Goldendale, WA 98620. Courthouse hours Monday through Friday, 9:00am
to 5:00 p.m.

Assessor: Room 200. Phone 509-773-3715. Fax 509-773-6397. Available to the public Yanm to 5pm.

Auditor. Room 203. Phone 509-773-4001. Fax 509-773-4244. Bring all information available: names, dates
(within a 10 year period) are helpful. Description of property can be accessed through the Auditor's office.

Clerk: Room 204. Phone 509-773-5744. Fax 509-773-4559.
Treasurer. PO Box 26. Phone 773-4664. Fax 509-773-6301.
Genealogical Society:
Health Department:

Southwest Washington Health Department, 2000 Ft Vancouver Way, Vancouver, WA 98668. Phone
360-696-8414. Fax 360-696-8424 (call first).



Historical Society:

Klickitat County Historical Society, 127 W Broadway, PO Box 86, Goldendale, WA 98620. Phone 509-

773-4303. Membership available. Society's collection includes an archives, photography collection, and history books.
Operates Presby Mansion.

Libraries - Academic:

Libraries - Public:

Fort Vancouver Regional Library, 1007 E Mill Plain Blvd, Vancouver, WA 98663-3599. Phone 360-
695-1561. Fax 360-693-2681. The following are libraries in this system:

Goldendale Community Library, 131 W Burgen, Goldendale, WA 98620. Phone 509-773-4487.
Fax 509-773-3345.

White Salmon Community Library, 142 E Jewett Blvd, PO Box 1579, White Salmon, WA 98672.
Phone 509-493-1132. Fax 509-493-2943,

Libraries - Special:

Goldendale Family History Center, Columbus & McKinley, Goldendale, WA. Phone 509-773-3824.

Klickitat County Law Library, County Courthouse, 205 S Columbus, Rm 206, Goldendale, WA 98260.
Phone 509-773-5755.

Museums and Historical Sites:

Gorge Heritage Museum, 202 E- Humboldt, Bingen, WA 98605. Phone 509-493-3228. "Olbyects related to
West Klickitat County."

Klickitat County Historical Society Presby Museum, 127 W Broadway, Goldendale, WA 98620. Phone
509-773-4303. Restored Victorian home built in 1902 by the Presby family provides view of life in Goldendale between

1880 and 1930. Historical Society's collection also includes numerous historical items from the county, and a
photographic and archival collection.

Maryhill Museum of Art and Stonehenge Replica, 35 Maryhill Museum Drive, Goldendale, WA 98620.
Phone 509-773-3733. Fax 509-772-4303. Membership avatlable. Housed in the impressive home of ratlroad
magnate Sam Hill, the Museum houses permanent and visiting art and cultural collections from around the world, as well

as archival and photo collections. Nearby is the replica of England's Stonebenge built by Sam Hill to commemorate the
men of Klickitat Connty who lost their lives in World War 1.

Whoop N Holler Museum, E Road, Bickleton, WA 99322. Phone 509-896-2344. "Two large buildings

filled with antique classic car collection, local historical memorabilia, family heirlooms."

State Archive Branch:

Central Region (Benton, Chelan, Douglas, Franklin, Grant, Kittitas, Klickitat, Okanogan and Yakima
counties.) Bledsoe-Washington Archives Building, Central Washington University

MS 7547, Ellensburg, WA 98926-7547. Phone: 509-963-2136. Fax 509-963-1753. E-mail:
archives@cwu.edu. Research Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon and 1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.




SELECTIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY

ATLASES, GAZETTEERS, MAPS - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Central Branch Archives
Plat Maps, Central Washington, 1854-1950

ATLASES, GAZETTEERS, MAPS - Published sources
Metsker, Charles Frederick. Metsker's atlas of Klickitat County Washington. Metsket's Maps, 1934.

Metsker, Charles Frederick. Metsker's atlas of Klickitat County Washington. Metsker Maps, 1963.
Metsker, Charles Frederick. Metsker's atlas of Klickitat County Washington. Metsker Maps, 1973.

Ogle, George A. & Co. Standard atlas of Klickitat County, Washington : including a plat book of the villages, cities
and townships of the county, map of the state, United States and world, patrons directory, reference business directory and
departments devoted to general info. G.A. Ogle, 1913.

Standard atlas of Klickitat County, Washington : including a plat book of the villages, cities and townships of the county,
map of the state, United States and world, patrons directory, reference business directory and departments devoted to general
info. Windmill Publications, 1994.

BIBLES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records

BIBLES - Published sources

BIBLIOGRAPHIES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records

BIBLIOGRAPHIES - Published sources
Records and papers in Kittitas, Klickitat and Y akima Counties : a test publication of the Washington State Archival
Data Base. Washington State Historical Records Advisory Board, 1980.

BIOGRAPHIES / DIARIES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Washington State University, Holland Library, Manuscripts, Archives & Special Collections
Hatch, Earlman R. Papers of Earlman R. and Lucina Hatch, 1848-1580
Moore, Farris D. Reminiscence of horseback journey from Bickleton to Centralia,
Washington, in 1888.

BIOGRAPHIES / DIARIES - Published sources

Barnes, Donald J. Genealogy histories: Barnes, Parrott, Golden, Walker, 1an Hoy, McMillan and Huot, Gerling,
Mohle. Family History Publishers, 1998.

Centerville Finns, Klickitat County, Washington. Finnish-American Historical Society of the West, 1977.

Ganders, Harry Stanley. Pioneering Ganders : a genealogy of John and 1eah Ganders on the Bickleton Frontier of the
Territory and State of Washington, 1884-1974. Syracuse University, 1974.

Kuhnhausen, Herman F. The Kubnhausen family of Glenwood, Wash. Kuhnhausen, 1978.

McClure, Jessie Barnes. Pioneer biographical sketch : John |. & Jane (Parrot) Golden, founders of Goldendale,
Washington. n.p., 1959.



McCoy, Keith. Cody : colorful man of color. Pahto Publications, 1988.
Morris, Anna Van Rensselaer. The apple woman of the Klickitat. Duffield, 1918.
Over 100 distinguished citizens of Klickitat County. n.p., 19892.

Storch, Robert D. A cold seat on a frosty morning. Throne Room Productions, 1996.

BIRTHS - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Central Branch Archives
Birth records, 1882-1907

Klickitat County Auditor's office
Birth records, 1891-1907

BIRTHS - Published sources
Smeltzer, Jean Allyn. Klickitat County, Washington death and birth records. Smeltzer, 1976.

BUSINESSES & COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS - Personal, governmental, or organizational
records

BUSINESSES & COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS - Published sources

CEMETERIES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records

CEMETERIES - Published sources
Elmer, Jeftrey L. Trout Lake, Washington cemetery burial list & other bistorical information. ). L. Elmer, 1997.

. Western Klickitat County cemetery burial lists. Burial information for Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Appleton,

WA, Mt. Adams Cemetery, Glenwood, WA, Balch Cemetery, Lyle, WA, Trout Lake Cemetery, Trout Lake, WA.
J. L. Elmer, 1998.

Winters, Jean, comp. Early military tombstone inscriptions in Washington State. [Includes the cemeteries in
Klickitat, Columbia, Benton, Yakima, Grant and Walla Walla counties]. Winters, 1972.

Winters, Jean. Tombstone inscriptions of Klickitat County, Washington. Winters, 1972.

CENSUS - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Central Branch Archives
Klickitat County general census, 1946
Washington Territorial census rolls: Klickitat County- 1871, 1883, 1885, 1887, 1889, and 1892

CENSUS - Published sources

8th census, 1860. Washington [Territory]. [Includes Klickitat County]. Photographed in micro-film lab.,
Bureau of Census, n.d.



Lines, Jack M. Klickitat County territorial census, 1871, 1883, 1885, 1887, 1889, indexed. Yakima Valley
Genealogical Society, 1983.

Smeltzer, Jean Allyn. 7860, 1870, and 1880 census of Klickitat County, Washington territory. n.p., 1972.
CHURCHES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Washington State University, Holland Library, Manuscripts, Archives & Special Collections
Methodist Episcopal Church. Alder Creek and Klickitat Circuit. Papers, 1880-1899.
CHURCHES - Published sources

Church directory for Klickitat and Skamania Counties. 'The Council, 1985.

CITY / COUNTY DIRECTORIES
R.L. Polk & Co."s Benton, Franklin and Klickitat connties directory. R.L. Polk & Co., 1911-1918.
CITY / COUNTY HISTORIES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
CITY / COUNTY HISTORIES - Published sources
An Lllustrated bistory of Klickitat, Y akima and Kittitas counties; with an outline of the early history of the state of
Washington. Interstate Pub. Co. 1904. **other editions available
Ballou, Robert. Early Klickitat valley days. Windmill Publications, 1997. **other editions available

Basse, Louise. Te// me once more [Roosevelt, WA history]. Basse, 1978.

Bjarke, Nils. The Naches Pass highway : to be built over the ancient Klickitat tratl, the Naches Pass Military Road of
1853. N. Bjarke?, 1945.

. Naches Pass trail, 1853. Fern Hill Historical Society, 1942.

Bleakney, Darlene Highsmith. Dalles Mountain Ranch : a musenm of natural and cultural heritage of the East
Gorge. Dalles Mountain Press, 1992.

Bunnell, Clarence Orvel. Legends of the Klickitats, a Klickitat version of the story of the bridge of the gods.
Binfords & Mort, 1935. **other editions available

Collier, Penny. Along the Mt. Adams trail. Maranatha Press, 1979.
Early history of Klickitat County. Tahlkie Books, 1977.
Fleming, Nelia Binford. Skezhes of early High Prairie. Binfords & Mort, 19??.

Glancing back thru the years. Alder Creek Pioneer Association, 1969.
Hiller, Mike. Naches Pass Study Guide; historic exploration and early use 1841-1895. n.p., n.d.

Historic homes in Klickitat County. n.p., 1990.



Houser, Howatrd R. Pieces of the past : early Centerville/ Washington Township history. Centerville Historical
Society, 1994.

Jensen, Hazel Addie. Across the years : pioneer story of southern Washington. 1st ed. n.p., 1951,
Kimmel, Thelma. Ekone land (land of the good spirit) Goldendale, Washington. Optimist Printers, 1972.
. The red house. n.p., 1972.
Klickitat County (Wash.). Fair Board. Klickitat County towns. n.p.,1946.
Ladiges, Jerry. Glemwoord, formerly Camas Prairie. 1adiges, 1978.
Little white salmon Indian settlement. [Motion picture] Harry Dawson, Jr. Tricontinental Film Center, 1972.

May, Pete. 700 golden years, 1872-1972; a 1972 look at the history of Goldendale, W ashington, at the end of its first
century. Goldendale Centennial Corp, 1972.

, ed. The History of Klickitat County, Washington. Klickitat County Historical Society, 1982.
Neils, Selma M. The Klickitat Indians. Binford & Mort Pub., 1985.

. 8o this is Klickitat. Metropolitan Press for the Klickitat Woman's Club, 1967.
Peterson, Ruth Jordan. This land of gold and toil. Caxton Printers, 1982. **other edition available
Plotts, Lois Davis. Marybill, Sam Hill and me. Plotts, 1978.

Ramsey, Guy Reed. Postmarked Washington, Klickitat, Benton & Franklin counties. 2nd ed. Klickitat County
Historical Society, 1977. **other edition available

Smeltzer, Jean Allyn. comp. Index to names of persons and subjects in Early Klickitat 1Valley days. Goldendale
Sentinel, 1972.

Townsend, Homer. Stories told by the early pioneers of Klickitat 1 alley, Klickitat County, Washington. H.
Townsend, 1994.
Vincent, Hubert C. Bigger pastures. W. Vincent, 1992.

COURT DOCUMENTS - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Central Branch Archives
Civil case files, 1888-1948
Supreme Court case file briefs, Central Washington, 1907-1913 (principally regarding water rights),
microfilm
Territorial criminal case files, 1887-1889

Klickitat County Clerk's office
Civil case files, 1950 - present
Criminal case files, date unknown - present

COURT DOCUMENTS - Published sources



DEATHS - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Central Branch Archives
Death records, 1891-1907

Klickitat County Auditor's office
Death records, 1891-1907

DEATHS - Published sources
Smeltzer, Jean Allyn, trans. and comp. Klickitat County, Washington death and birth records. Smeltzer, 1976.

EARLY DESCRIPTIVE OR PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL
Goldendale, Washington. Klickitat Development League, 1910.

EDUCATION - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Central Branch Archives
County School historical information file, 1936-1954
Eighth grade uniform examinations, 1916-1917
High school statistical reports, 1942
Inventory of school property, 1936-1937 (includes some photographs)
Record of teachers' contracts, 1955-1970
Register of officers and appointments, 1944-1966
Report of current school expenditures, 1942
Report of superintendent to county auditor, 1928-1934
School census reports, 1924-1940
School district listings, dates unknown
School district reorganization committee, 1941-61 (minutes & correspondence)
School enrollment reports, 1916-1941
Teachers' certificates, 1930-1975
Washington school registers, 1904-1966
EDUCATION - Published sources
Townsend, Homer. Charles M. Ryman, pioneer teacher in Clark County, Illinozs, Willamette 1 alley, Oregon,
Klickitat County, Washington. H. Townsend, 1990.

ELECTION / VOTER RECORDS
Klickitat County Auditor's office

Voter registrations and oaths, 1921-present
Register of voters and oath books, 1915-1932
Poll and tally books, 1954-present

GENEALOGICAL / HISTORICAL PERIODICALS
Klickitat Heritage. Klickitat County Historical Society, 1975-.

LAND / PROPERTY - Personal, governmental, or organizational records



Klickitat County Assessot's office
Plat & description books, dates unknown

Klickitat County Auditor's office
Patents, deeds, mortgages, leases, 1864-present

LAND / PROPERTY - Published sources

LICENSURE AND PROFESSIONAL RECORDS

MARRIAGES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Central Branch Archives
Marriage certificates, 1867-1881
Marriage license record, 1881-1885
Register of marriage statistics, 1891-1915

Klickitat County Auditor's office
Marriage records, 1867-present

Klickitat County Clerk's office
Complete divorce index
Divorce files up to 1950 have been microfilmed and sent to Archives

MARRIAGES - Published sources
Townsend, Homer. Marriage records, Klickitat County, Washington, 1867-1917. H.J.E. Townsend, 1997.

MILITARY - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Klickitat County Auditor's office
Military discharge record, 1919-present

MILITARY - Published sources

NATURALIZATION - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Klickitat County Clerk's office
Naturalization records, 1893-1906
Petitions for naturalization, 1906-1931

NATURALIZATION - Published sources

NEWSPAPER INDEXES / SPECIAL EDITIONS
Washington assortment #2. | Nugget, Apr. 15, 1887-June 29, 1888 -- Stevens County standard, Oct. 7, 1893
-- Columbia County dispatch, Apr. 24, 1923 -- Wheat belt, Nov. 12-Dec. 24, 1892 -- The independent,
June 8, 1900 -- The Fairfield standard, Dec. 20, 1939 -- Frankfort chronicle, Aug. 23-30, 1892 --
Goldendale courier, Mar. 28, 1890.] : Washington State Archives, 1999.

Washington assortment. # 9. [Whatcom reveille, July 27, 1883-Mar. 12, 1886 -- White Salmon enterprise,



Sept. 11, 1908 -- Yakima eagle, Apr. 27-Oct. 26, 1966 -- Yakima republican, Oct. 2, 1886.] Washington
State Archives, 1999.

OTHER - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Klickitat County Auditor's office
Power of attorney, etc., 1864-present

Klickitat County Historical Society, Presby House
Brand Record book, dates unknown

OTHER - Published sources

PROBATE - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Central Branch Archives
Probate case files, 1885-1911 (Index located at Klickitat Superior Court)

Klickitat County Clerk's office
Probate records and indexes: up to 1917 sent to Archives

PROBATE - Published sources

TAXES - Personal, governmental, or organizational records
Klickitat County Assessor's office
Real property assessment, 1930's-present

Klickitat County Treasurer's office
Inactive property tax cards, 1917-date unknown
Old property tray cards, 1971-1989
Personal property tax roll, 1893
Tax receipts, 1893

TAXES - Published sources



