
Blogs, Webcasts, Podcasts.* Oh My! by Karen Glass

BLOGS:

A blog is short for Òweb logÓ Ð an on-line journal. Blogs are becoming increasingly popular.

In Google, type Ògenealogy blogs Ó in the search Þeld.

! Top 25 blogs in 2009 <www.progenealogists.com/top25blogs2009.htm>
! UpFront With NGS blog <upfront.ngsgenealogy.org/>  has just been launched. It is a shortcut to the 
articles before the magazine comes out.

! NARAÕs new blog <blogs.archives.gov/online-public-access/> has a 
lot of information about what is new and available on the 
NARA’s website. Take some time to read the blog and review the 
website. One of the articles posted 24 Aug. 2009 is about the 
Virginia Freedmen’s Bureau Marriage Records Online through 
FamilySearch.org.

! Roots Television Og Blog <rootstelevision.com/> at the top of the 
page, click on “Blogs” link or go directly to Og Blog 
<rootstelevision.typepad.com/ogblog/> A lot of good, fun, and 
informative stuff! Browse all the tabs or buttons on the site.  You will be pleasantly surprised at what you 
find. 

! Photo Detective blog Maureen A. Taylor writes a blog in the Family Tree Magazine. Lots of good 
information on identifying photos. <blog.familytreemagazine.com/photodetectiveblog/>

! KathyÕs Genealogy Blog written by our own Kathy Brady-Blake <kbbgenblog.blogspot.com/>. Kathy’s blog 
is easy and fun to read. It will also give you an idea of a professional genealogist’s thought process and 
researching techniques through reading her adventures.

! GeorgeÕs Genealogy Gleanings <georgegmorgan.livejournal.com/> is a very informative blog. 
George Morgan is a professional genealogist who is one half of the Genealogy Guys 
<genealogyguys.com> podcast.

! Rootsmithing: Genealogy, Methodology, and Technology <rootsmithing.com/> is by Drew Smith who is 
also a professional genealogist and the other half of the Genealogy Guys.

! Breaking Down Walls, Brick by Brick: The Search for Henrietta <genealogy.about.com/library/weekly/
aa042602a.htm> is written by Kimberly Powell.  This one entry is how to find that elusive ancestor 
through “Steps to Breaking Down Genealogy Brick Walls.”

! Genealogy Blogs and Newsletter <paperangels.googlepages.com/genealogy_blogs> is another list of 
many sites to search. It is similar to Cyndi’s List.

! Roots Television Og Blog <rootstelevision.com/> click on “Blog” link, or go directly to OgBlog 
<rootstelevision.typepad.com/ogblog/> Lots of good, fun, and informative stuff!

! MeganÕs Roots World blog <rootstelevision.typepad.com/roots_world/> Megan Smolenyak Smolenyak 
highlights special features, events, and genealogical links. There are many items noted on this blog such as 
“How to Manage Your Online Life When You’re Dead” ..... Hmmmm, check it out. 
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! Genealogy Gems News blog <genealogygemspodcast.blogspot.com/> 
Lisa Louise Cooke’s August 12 blog article is “Genealogy Videos: 
Learn How to Create a Family History Blog”  You can watch it online 
at <genealogygemspodcast.blogspot.com/2009/08/genealogy-videos-
learn-how-to-create.html>

! Dick EastmanÕs blog <blog.eogn.com/> There is a Free Standard 
Edition or the Plus Edition which has an annual fee.

! Footnote Maven blog <www.footnotemaven.com/> This blog is easy 
reading, fun and current. It’s like reading a letter from your 
grandmother. You don’t have to “sign in” to read it. I am sure there is 
added value if you do sign up.

! Dear Myrtle Your Friend in Genealogy! <blog.dearmyrtle.com/> Dear Myrtle is informative and fun to 
read. She has been giving advice to family historians since 1995.

! For Mac users – this is a fairly new blog by Ben Sayer,  a “computer geek” who became a family 
historian. He gives tips and tricks and comparisons of genealogy programs using an Apple computer 
<macgenealogist.com/about/>.

! GenealogyÕs Star blog <genealogysstar.blogspot.com/> is one I just came across. This is some 
interesting reading and very informative.

PODCASTS:

A podcast is an audio broadcast available for downloading from a website to a personal computer or 
other device.

In Google, type Ògenealogy podcasts Ó in the search Þeld.

! ÒFamily History: Genealogy Made EasyÓ  This is a fairly new podcast hosted by Lisa Louise Cooke who 
also hosts Genealogy Gems Podcast. It is a pleasant, informative podcast to guide you through your 
research with handy tips and tricks, suggestions, and realities. You can listen at <personallifemedia.com/
podcasts/415-family-history>. Scroll down to pick from the podcast list. You can also subscribe to this 
podcast from iTunes which is FREE and can be used on a PC or a Mac). 

! ÒA Kansas Memory: the Kansas Historical Society Library and 
Archives Podcast.Ó It only lasts a few minutes. It is usually someone 
reading a letter or diary from one of the homesteaders. It gives you a 
glimpse of what life was like for our ancestors. <www.kshs.org/
audiotours/kansasmemory/index.htm>

! Family Tree Magazine Podcast <familytreemagazine.com/podcast/> A 
30-minute broadcast which is about a year old.  The introduction page 
allows you to choose the type of service you prefer. If you don’t want 
to use iTunes, or another service, you can scroll down to the episode 
list and just click on the episode you want to listen to.  And while you 
are on the main page, click on some of the tabs for other interesting 
things to review. This podcast is hosted by Lisa Louise Cook of “Genealogy Gems” podcast.
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! Teapot Genealogy <teapotgenealogy.com> Irish genealogy – three Irish genealogists from Australia who 
have several 
short movies about their travels and research. It is hosted by Kaye Vernon,Billie Jacobsen, 
and Wendy Dzubiel.

! My favorite podcast is the ÒGenealogy Guys.Ó George C. Morgan and Drew Smith broadcast general 
genealogical information, tips, tricks, Q&As, and announcements from around the genealogical world. I 
downloaded all to my computer and have listened to each 
one from the beginning podcast to the most current. 
<www.genealogyguys.com/>

! ÒGenealogy GemsÓ and ÒDear MyrtleÓ are great for 
beginners and informative for all levels. 
<www.genealogygemspodcast.com/>    
<podcasts.dearmyrtle.com/> Her podcasts seem to have 
gone the way of a blog. <blog.dearmyrtle.com/>

! Good for historical UK information.  “The National Archives 
Podcast Series” Click on the podcast link on the right side of 
the page. <www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/>

WEBCASTS - VIDEOS

In Google, type Ògenealogy webcasts Ó or Ògenealogy 
screencastsÓ in the search Þeld.

! Library of Congress has many videos to choose from. What a 
wonderful way to bring back memories or to get a glimpse of 
history and a better understanding of times your ancestors 
lived through. Take time to discover all the information that is 
only a click away  <www.loc.gov/today/cyberlc/index.php> It will 
take time to load and play depending on your browser and 
computer’s capability.

! Roots Television: ÒCemetery RecordsÓ Video: Episode 207 
from the popular PBS Ancestors series. Topics include 
tombstone inscriptions, sexton’s records, photobases, transcription, and more.  <link.brightcove.com/
services/link/bcpid1137819660/bclid240119644/bctid1357341174>

! The following link is an interesting topic: ÒUnclaimed Persons.Ó Megan Smolenyak Smolenyak, a noted 
professional genealogist, uses her research skills to help coroners find the families of unclaimed bodies.  
<link.brightcove.com/services/link/bcpid1137819660/bclid240119644/bctid1569139347>

! Videos on Ancestry.com under the Learning Center tab – these are short, yet informative 
<learn.ancestry.com/LearnMore/Videos.aspx>

WEBINAR:

A webinar is web conferencing used to conduct live meetings or presentations via the Internet. There 
arenÕt that many.

In Google, type Ògenealogy webinar Ó in the search Þeld.

! Ancestry.com Webinars are free to those who register to view them. 

p. 3

http://teapotgenealogy.com
http://teapotgenealogy.com
http://www.genealogyguys.com/
http://www.genealogyguys.com/
http://www.genealogygemspodcast.com/
http://www.genealogygemspodcast.com/
http://podcasts.dearmyrtle.com/
http://podcasts.dearmyrtle.com/
http://blog.dearmyrtle.com
http://blog.dearmyrtle.com
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk
http://www.loc.gov/today/cyberlc/index.php
http://www.loc.gov/today/cyberlc/index.php
http://link.brightcove.com/services/link/bcpid1137819660/bclid240119644/bctid1357341174
http://link.brightcove.com/services/link/bcpid1137819660/bclid240119644/bctid1357341174
http://link.brightcove.com/services/link/bcpid1137819660/bclid240119644/bctid1357341174
http://link.brightcove.com/services/link/bcpid1137819660/bclid240119644/bctid1357341174
http://link.brightcove.com/services/link/bcpid1137819660/bclid240119644/bctid1569139347
http://link.brightcove.com/services/link/bcpid1137819660/bclid240119644/bctid1569139347
http://learn.ancestry.com/LearnMore/Videos.aspx
http://learn.ancestry.com/LearnMore/Videos.aspx


WEBSITES:

In Google, type Ògenealogy websites Ó in the search Þeld.

! Midwest Genealogy Center - Mid-Continent Public Library Genealogy and Local History Branch, 
Independence, MO <www.youtube.com/watch?v=a6ioRUv7N6Y&feature=channel_page>

For more that the library offers <www.mcpl.lib.mo.us>
! The Map of Early Modern London. This site maps the streets, sites, and significant boundaries of late 
sixteenth-century and early seventeenth-century London. <mapoflondon.uvic.ca/>

! The name Barnardo's brings thoughts of orphans and orphanages for many people. This website is a 
history of Dr. Barnardo and his 1845-1900 programs in Victorian Britain. <www.barnardos.org.uk/
who_we_are/history.htm>

! GenealogyWise <www.genealogywise.com/> is a free genealogy social network somewhat like 
Facebook. There are so many people starting or joining groups which in turn may help connect others 
to a vast array of family history research. Now there are videos being posted. Maybe some of your 
surnames are represented in a group or a video.

! Scotland - events 2009: <www.homecomingscotland2009.com/default.html> Take the Quiz!

! UK genealogical directories list: <www.ukgdl.org.uk/>  
! Federation of Family History Societies <www.ffhs.org.uk/>
! Learn to decipher old handwriting: Paleaography and Latin 
Palaeography Ð both are free lessons on National Archives 
[England] <www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/gettingstarted/
in_depth_guides.htm>

! Immigrants to Canada: <www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/
databases/immigrants-canada/index-e.html>

! Interesting items of calculation and conversion: 
<www.searchforancestors.com/utility/>

! Dictionary of Genealogy & Archaic Terms: 
<freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~randyj2222/gendict.html>

! Create a Timeline - put in any ancestor – click the box for printable version: <www.ourtimelines.com/
create_tl_2c.html>

! ProGenealogists has links to free and subscription (marked with $) websites for USA and International 
research. <www.progenealogists.com/genealogysleuthb.htm> 

*I have no affiliation with any of these sites other than a few I subscribe to and enjoy. 
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